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A N 

Hiftorical Essay 

CONCERNING 

WITCHCRAFT. 

WITH 

OBSERVATIONS upon Matters of 

Fact ; tending to clear the Texts of the 
Sacred Scriptures, and confute the vulgar 
Errors about that Point. 

AND ALSO 

Two Sermons: One in Proof of the 
Chriftian Religion ^ Tiie other concerning the 
Good and Evil Angels. 

By Francis ^uTCHihfso n,^ D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Maiefty, and Mini- 
fter of St. James's Parifh in St. Edmund" s-Bury. 



PSALM XXXI. 6. 

I have bated them that hold fuperflitious Vanities : hut 

I tmft in the Lord- 

I T I M. IV. 7. 

B^ r^fiife profane and old Wives Tables^ and exercife 

thy [elf rather unto Godlinsfs. 
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Printed for R. Knaplqck, at the Bi/hofs Heady and 
D, Midwinter, at xYi^'Three Crovms inSt.P^weTs 
Church-yard. MDCCXVIH. 
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40OU4 To tho 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Thomas Lord Parker^ 

\ Lord Chief Juftice of England, 

* 

) To the 

KNIGHT HONOURABLE 

Sir Peter King, Kt. 

Lord Chief Juftice of Common Fkat* 

And to the 
RIGHT HONOURABLE- 

SkTHOMJS BURY, Kt 

Lord Chief Baron of Exchequer, 

. M T L O R D S, 

I Humbly take Leave to prete your Lord- 
ihips with the following Hiftorical Col- 
le<aions and Obfervations, which have lain* 
by me feveral Years j andj it may be^ had ftill 
flept in Obfcurity, if a new Book, which very 
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V J The Dedication: 

likely may do fome Mifcfiief, had not lately 
come forth in Two Volumes, under the pompous* 
Title b^ A ^ompleat Jiijfory of Magiek^ Scrcerjy 
andWitfhcraft^ &C. , 

I did fiot Iceep it by me fo longi bccaufe I 
had any Doubts about the Truth ot thofe No- 
tions which J enddavQur to defend in it. 1 
think it a Point very certain; That tho' the (o- 
ber Belief of good and bad Spirits is an eflen^ 
tial Part of every good Ghriftian's Faith, yet 
imaginary. Coramunicatipiis with them, have 
been the spring both of the worft Corruptions 
of Religion, and the greateft Perverfions of 
JufliceJ ' How many miferable Creatures have 
been hang'd or burnt as Witches and Wiz&ardi 
in othet Xlbuntries, and former Ages^ l In oar 
own Nation, even fince the Reformation, above 
a Hundred and forty have been executed, if 
my Book hath any Tiiith in it, very much up- 
on the Apcount of ope^ flj tsranflated Text of 
Scripture. If the fame Notions were topre^ 
vail again, ( and Superftition is never far off^ 
no Man's- Life would be fafe in his own Houfe ; 
for th^ iantafticik' Dod:rines 'that fupport the 
Vulgar Opinions of Witchcraft, rob us of all 
the Defences that God and Nature have placed 
for our Security againft falfe Acculations. For 
in other Cafes, when wicked or miftaken People 
cjbiarge iis with Crimes of which We are' ftOt 
gialty, we clear purfelves by fliewing, thatAt 
llie^jt Time jwe; were at Horiiei or iii fbme bther 
Biace, abour «ir honeft Bufmefi : But in ProfeT 
cutions ftwr ^Witchcraft, .that . mofl ntflairil and 

\ Juft 



jttiPliefi*i«: k 9as wickfiA 

Bbfofi ^iiSrii^ en aay ccack'd-brna Girl iixEi'^^ 
gW€»v^i^:^ny lyiftg Spkit makek her beii£\%^' 
that ^^ fees' ai>y old Womaii^ or othef C^rfocl; 
j^urfuing her in h&t Yifums, the Defenders o| 
d^e v%ilga» Witchcraft tack an! imaginary^ un- 
pi-ov*d C^aBtcy thb Tiepofwio7L,zm hang the 
accus^'^ I%ti6$ &r Things that wer^ doing^ 
when i they were, perhaps, aflecp upoa thdU 
Beds, ^o^ faying their Prayer^; or, perhaps, ic( 
tfee Accufefs owiri Pofleffion, with T double Irons 
upon them. But as fiich &|^a{lick Notions are 
fQ for fiiom raifmg their fickly Vifibns itito legal 
foW^nce, that they are grounded .upon thQ 
very Dregs of Pagan and Pdpifti Superflitions, 
aad leave the Lives of. innocent Men naked,' 
wiithout befenc? againft them. : To whorii 
ftjoUldi I dedicate meir Oon^tatiorl,rW. to 
your Lofxlibips, whom, wkh your learned Bre- 
fihren,^ the Bejh of Kings hath appointed Guar-. 
^an« of his Subjec9:s Rights and Lives j ^ndl 
w^hotn univeEfal Knowledge and great Experience 
have qualify^d for the true Jildgmerit of fuch 
aiark' Cafes. 

: I heed not inform your Lordlliips what Re- 

:treption thefe Notions will find amoiig difjeren^ 

^Peirfons ; what Oppofiriori from fome, an4 

^:»w^!lat Negledt from qrhers. 

. ; As the very Nature of the Subjeft carries 

• bath iHorror and Difficulty, polite Med, and 
gB*at lovers of Eafe, will turn away theii? 

• Tl1i<^ from it with Difdain ; and tho'it be 
;:ibf^'as. much troportaniie as a fariguinary Law^ 
£:'-- ^ A 4 and 



vii) Tl^e DsDIC ATI CMk* 

aii4 tiw Iiv€s of Men> and die Hbnour t^ttuf 
Natk>b s Jiiftice can make it ; tfaey wiUndifl^ 
let the feveral Schemes take their own Coufej 
than fiiUy and difturb their own Minds, or en^ 
gage their Reputations about them. 

Dark fuporftitious Tempers, that. ufiiaUy 
forni their Religion fuitable to their own Oiffih 
plexions, will always have a Bias towards the 
^lief of them ; and upon eveiy fuddra Sur- 
prize, will be frighted into Adicms that will 
diibirb the Places where they fliaH be, ao^ 
greatly hurt the fiilpefted Perfons.. 

The credulous Multitude . wiJl ever be leadjT 
to try their Tricks, and fwim the old Wcrnlen, 
and wonder at and magnify every unaccaunot* 
ble Symptom and odd Accident. o. 

• We.Clcigynien are not thought to ha ve kept 
our Order altogether free from BJame in this 
MSitter* In our lafl famous Tryal of Jsne 
Wefibam m Hertfbrdjbire^ Ibme of our G0W% 
tho* oth«:wifc Men of no ill Charader, wend 
fo . weak: as to try Charms^ and give way: tx^ 
fcicatchkig, and promote die. Profecution. Wie^ 
rusy a learned Phyfician in Germaf^y who, in bis 
Prax9ficey hid been much: concerned in Oiies of 
this Nature, apcufes :iis Clergymen in Terms, 
too feyere. . Saith he, Ad gravem banc imfnet^^. 
tern connivevt Tbeologi pleriq; omnes. That tfao; 
the common Profeciftions of Witches was a vtvp- 
fed Impiety, the greateft Part of the Cleig|i 
wink'd at it, and let it pafs. I hope his Chaigei 
Was too fevere: and general even* for Popifk 
Gauntries : Iramiurtjat is.foijoursjfor tho?- 
: C 2 Reve- 
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Uteretencs: to pur A& qf P^rfkanenty iglA 
fefluence of fttt iU-tran&ted^xt^ and fb^^ 
loofe People cftrrying the Nouaa too larthe 
oid^er way, laay have iiukie fbme pioufr M^ 
too fearful kr oppofing the vul^ Opinions; 
yet in the main I believe our Chureh of 
Ui^landi and its Clemy^ have ^ fittfe t6 an* 
A^irer for in this Re(pe& at ^y^ 

A Year or Two bensire tlie Parliantent msAt 
the Statute t^ainft jWi;!^^. and r^^ri/j^j^y and 
giving juckri6 evil Spiritsy the Convocation had 
madethe 73d Canon, which(libje£U td^ePoial- 
i^es of ImiKifture, any Cteq^ntan who ihould 
itodertdce to ide Prayers kit c^fig out of 
Devils 9 unie& he firft hid a Licenfe granted 
under the Seal of the Biihop of that Place; 
and lido not meet with more than one Lkenfe 
grantedin ail the Time finfee; v " ' ' 
? Dr. Mm^n^ Biihop^ dP JJuhfieW and^^flEri 
ven$ty^ difcoVered the ViJIanies of die Boy of 
BUfMr ^d particularly his pifling thro- Ink, 
and-lav'd the Life of ^ the Woman that was 
in^kr GcHidemnation. See the. Sixth- DenSi- 

.V Dr^ JSiiry^^ when he' was Chaplain td 
Archbiibop ^ Bamrofi y • and who wasi himfelf 
afterward Archbiihop of Tprkj both di^roved 
imi ridiculed thefe Follies ; with greater Free- 
dom than X have venturd to make ufe of. 
Alid that > any tint ihali be diipofed to find 
FtmltSy may ^^ that the Notions in my Book 
are neitl!M8r new> nor cogttrary to the Dodrincs 
our Churchy but w^' agreeing widi the^ 

Opinion* 



Qgivioas of ihe^ greated Meii^ thujbui^ been' 
<tf in ; i wUL qudt« ae krge fbmt 9iS^d^ 
cnk oi his BmaratU>nr ^/PopiAi^ hnpoftttris. 
Sr»: Chap, a j. ^ le is it C^cfUon Hloved by 
^' ScaBgia, Vihjf Men of a mehiBch^ck Cckv^ 
^ {litnitioa be m»e fubjed:; to Fears, JFao- 
^' ties. iUid In^mackns orp^ and Witdtes,' 
^ than other T#mpfe» be? Hid AnlVer is, 
^ ^a'ab\ at>ii^ Bikjhri &^ t^uti^inojf ge- 
^ wr^vlwt Spmntis (pi Cerebrum ptngunt tUr- 
^^ iukntis J^hantafmatihus. Becauie from their 
^^> Uftck and fboty Bleod, gloomy Mgimxis 
** S^irita do funie im^o tfeneir R^o, which 
^ bring back gloomy and frightful Images, 
*^ Reprefentatiojas and Similitudes in tliem.' 

A ftw Lincg after, he gives us his Opinion 
o£ Bodki the Author of IXxmonomania. ^^ J^hn 
Bodin^ tht . Frenvhmani iaith lie^ is a per* 
fe(9: Idea of this, who being in his younger 
" Years of a mt)ft piercing^ quick, fpeculetlve 
^ Wit, which grew of a light, ftirring^'* di(^ 
*^ curfive Melancholy in him, fell, (as Hermo-^ 
^ genes the Mirror of Wit did) in tlie mid- 
" die of his Age to be a pure Sot, &c. And 
^ had his Drain veram fedem Damonumy the 
^ Theatre and Sport-boikl for Devils tb dance 
*♦ iifi, &c. That a Man may fee a great deal 
^^ of Madn&/s mixt with his great Wit. For 
^ he holds, that Devils miy transform thera- 
*♦ fdves ittto any Shape of Beafts or ^miii^ 
^ tude of Mefly and may ^at j drink, and con- 
^' verfe familiarly with them, and may have 
^^ Ad: of ^eaof^oA with Women as the^ 
? " pleate. 
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Thei D E © i C A T I o n1 x)^: 

pleafe. And not tha* only, but tbat a WitcK' 
biy Ointments ajid Gharras m,ay transform 
her&lf into the Shape of any Beaft, Biwl/* 
^' <>r Fifli : That flie may fly in th« Air ;, thafe: 
file may deprive Men of their generative 
Power; that ihe may transfer Corn out of 
one Field into anpthejc, and may caufe Hail, 
*^ Thunder and Wind at her Pkafiire. And 
" he defends Lycanthroptay and the Change of 
" ^fyjf^^^ Men into Swine by the Witch. Cw^^ 
" to be real and true: Andabove-all he tells 
" that unfavoury, melancholy, and ridicu-^ 
" lous Tale of an. Egg which a Witch ibid to 
" an Englijhmany and by the fame transformed 
" him into an Afs, and made him her Mar-> 
** ket Mule Three Years to ride on to buy Butter ; 
^'- and how at laftlhe remorphiz'd him into the. 
" native Shape of a Man again. 

Page i^il " Thefe Things, fitith hoiare ra-. 
^ ked together out of old doating Heathen 
Hifloriographers, Wizzardizing Augurs, Im-. 
pofhjrizing Soothfiyers, I>reaming. Poefis,- 
*' Chimerical Conceiters, and Coiners of Fa::. 
^ Wes, &c. Pi 136. Out of thefe, faitli I]«, is 
^ fliap'd us the true Idea of a Witchj an old. 
^, wesather-beaten Croney having' h^ Chin and. 
" her Knees meeting for Age, walking like a 
^' Bow leaning oa a Staf^ HollpsA^^Ey d, Un-j, 
" tooth'dj Furrow'd on: hejc Face,, having hes 
Lip§. tnynbiiflg with th^;P/a|fy, going mum-, 
bling in the Streets : QnjE^ that hath forgot-*. 
^' ttn \ilit?4Hy-)fofifir^,.m^ yet hath a Ihrewd 
^^^ XoBgue to call 2k Drub % Dr^. If flie hath, 

" learned 
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icil T&e D^tficATi ok. 

•* leara'd 6^ an OU Wife in a Chimney EiiC J 

«'?rfje^ ilf^:^, F/zjf, for a Spell J or can faj; J 

* Sit /t"^" Gramhams Curfe for the Millers " 
« ^els, All ye that have ftolen the MiUer's Eels^' J 
^^'-j/Otd^tsDmimm de Calts i And all they J 
** that ■ Vye confented thettto, Benedlcantui^ ' 

^.pominp ' Why then beware, look about you,' * 
i iny hfeighl)Ours. If any of you have a Sheep' ^ 
** fick of the Giddies, or a Hog pf the Mumps^ 8 
^ or a Horfe of the Sts^ggers, or a knAvifh Boy ' 

* of the School, or ah idle Girl of the Wheel, J 
** or a young Drab of the SulleriiSi and hath 
" not Fat enough for her Porrage, or Butter 
*^ Viipug^ jfor hier Breads and fhe hath ^ little 
" Help of* the Epilepfy, or Cramp, to teach her; 
** to roll her Eyes, wry her Mouth, gnalii 
'' hertteeth, ftartle, with her Bocty, hold hejr^ 
" Arms and Hands ftiC ^f. ,,And-J:hen witli 
" an Old Mother Nofs hath fey Chance call'd 
" her Idle young Hottfwtfe^ or bid the JDevil 
** fcratch; her ;' then no doubt but Mptfeer 
** Noht is the Witch, and the young GitV is 

« owVhiajied, &c. .. :>,. ,^ :-. 

" They that have their Braids Bait^, *arid" 
" their Fancies diftejoriper'd with the ' Jittagi- 
** nations, and Apprehenfions of Witchesl, Ccfti- 
<* juf crs, and Fairies, aijd air that Lyriiphati- 
** cd Chim^eray i find to be marmaird/jia^, 
** one of thefe five Ranks'; Childfejrt, Fdcls,'' 
" Woipeiir , Cowards, fick or black MeJaachb- 
« lick difcomposUWite. V - > -: 

One would have thought fucR a jiift jiajly 

donjing from fp good , a. pwi3;^' and; bacfe'd 



The Dedic ATiON* xiji 

_ ibch Authority as he had, fliould have 
iartid and ridiculd it out of this Worid : But 
the Seeds of this Evil lie deep, and many a, 
cruel Tragedy of the fame Sort hath been aAed 
fihce, and many a Book written with great: 
Afliirances on the other fide of the 9?eftiorv 
Dr. More^ and Mr. GlanviOe^ and Mr. Baxter^ &c 
Ijave defended and pretended to folve the* 
g^ofleft of the Notions that he expoies. Since 
ihe Return of K. Charles ^ IL there have beeii 
written the following Books that I have mei; 
with for upholding the fame Notions. 

" Meric Cafauhon of Credulity and Incredulity. 

HisPrfefece before Dr. Dc^/s Tranladions of 
Spirits. . , 

' The Tryal of Any Duny and Rofe CuHendcr^ 
before the Lord Chief Baron Hah. 
■ The Hiftbry of Lapland. 
\ The Bevtl ofyisScon. 

A Vie af ant Treatife of Witches. 

T%e Opinion of Witchcraft vindicated. 

Dr. Burthoggs EJfay tfpon Reafony ' and the^ 
Nature pf Spirits. 

Mt. h^iXt^ts. Certainty of the World of Spirits. 

ph Mor4 and Mr. Glanvih Colle(5i*tons. 

Satan s Invtfiile World. By Mr. Sinclare. 

A Blow to Modem Sadduc\fm. By a Mem- 
bier of , the Rcyal Society , 

P^hdanfqnit^^. 

* A t>ifcdtirfey proving that there are Witches^ 

Mr. Ratchet's Cafe. By Mr. fttto. 
» The[ S^rey Danwniac. 

,Tk(f ^m^d(trh (f J)arknefs } witK rj^eral 
J^eJj(6QnSy Mr. 



. xiv Tibe Dedication. 

Mf . Auberrys Mifcelhneous CoUcdion, M^oh \ pr 

teaches People Charms and Sorcery. ^ * th 

' Mr. Ti/rw^rs folio* a 

Mr- Incnafe and Mr. G??f<77> Mathers f&m- t{ 

ral Trades. A 

Sadducifmus Debellatus : Or an Account of 

the Seven that were hang'd in Scotland in 1697. fe 

Mr. Beamont. b 

Two or Three Pieces writ againft fane WifB- p 

ham in Hertfordfiire^ even refledting upon the 

Judge, becaufe he would not hang her. " V 

This kft Year, The Compleat Hiflor; t>f Mk- I 

gicky Sorcery^ and TFitch craft. q 

■■'■■"' ■■ ' ■ ' 

Tliefe Books and Narratives are inTritflef- ^ 

men s Shops, and Farmer s Houfes, and : arte i 
'read with great Eagemefs^ and ate contimiaHy ,1 
kvening the Minds of the Youth, who deligha: j; 
in liich SubjecSts j and confidering What iore 3 
Evils thefe Notions bring where they ^ prevail, 
I hop6 no Man will think but that they fouft 
ftill be combated, opposed, and kept down.\ 

As Dn Harfenet M^as in hopes of ridieulhi^ 
and Jhaming them out of tlie Worlds I 'havte 
examined their Foundation, and compared ifheir 
Fads and Confequences with the cttoIcft'Rea- 
fort I could rtiake-ufe of j and it hath all afong 
been a Pteafure to me to think, That tJio* the 
Subjed: was irkfome 'and lahpopular, dnd very 
unpleafant ; and tho* even the pious and leaiiiea i 
Dr. More, bfj^nds all thdfe that oppofe his Mo- 
tions, with lihe ddious Names of Hdg-Advo- 
spates y yet I have venturd to bear thdeiRe- 
• — :: ^ ^^ / y ^rosidies^ 
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pcoaches, and run all Hazarck, becaufe it- is on 
the Efehalf of thole that were drawn to Death, 
and were not able to plead their own Caufe 
againft Hebrew Criticifms^ and fallacious, tho' 
deep Reafonings. 

When one Mr. Burroughs^ a Clergyman, who 
fbme few Years fince, was hang'd in New-Eng- 
land as a Wizzard, flood upon his Tryal, he 
puird out of his Pocket a Leaf that he had got 
of Mr. Adys Book, to prove that the Scriptute 
Witchcrafts were not like ours: And as that 
Defence was not able to fave him, I humbly 
ojfifer my Book as an Argument on the Behalf 
of all fuch miferable People, who may ever in 
Time to come be drawn into the lame Danger 
in our Nation. And, with all Honour and Sub- 
imiffion of it to your Lordfhips Judgments, I 
humbly lay it at your Feet for Protediqn, as fer 
asit is right, aod deferves your Favour. 

')..-'J am, . 

My Lords, 

(With great Deference 
and Honour^ 

Tour LoRPSHiPS 

Mojl Humble 

AND 

Obedient Servant^ 

' ... 

Francis Hutchinson, 
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Several Chapters contain^ in this 

BOOK. 



LTJ OWi)eiy many Cafes may be fefolvJhyNa- 

XX ture and Arty without having Recourfe to 

the Agency of Spirits. Pag. i • 

n. Is a Chronological Tabk of fome Tryals and 
Executions dffuppofed Witches and Cdnjurersj 
and Impofiors ; and of virtuous Ferfons and 
learned Men who have been oppfefs dwith grextt 
Calumnies of this Sort. 15. 

in. Is Obfervations upon thofe Matters of FaU ; 
tending to prove^ that the great Niwibers of 
Witches in fome A^es above others^ have been 
. ivhoUy owing to the different principles and 
'Notions, of the feveral Times and Ferfons ; 
together with Two. Schemes of the fevefal 
J^nds of Frhictfies that have had fuch 
different BffeUs. 46. 

IV. If an Anfwer to Mr. Baxters Account of 

riber Sttflblk Witches^ in the Tears i6^s ^^^ 

. 1 646^ when abo^je Threefcore were haitged in 

.1 (a) " th^ 
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that and the Neighbouring Counties, avd 
.._emon^fl the reft: Mr.how-e^^ an arteientOei^ 
tyman, who had been fo Tears Mif^ir sf 
Bf andeflon,.:w/?rTramlingham. InthU Chap- 

jbwtfn- 
ng ihem 

i- - » /."i I - -• of-Hap- 

., kins that Jilted himfelf the, Wit'chfinder Gene- 

y.Uan Account of^ip, h.angd in New-England 
^.. IW- ^^ ^^f^ Chapteris.fbtiifn Hhe^th-aali' 
. ^V '>f^o^PUiOps,' ind&}e Canity of the Spe- 
\ ^ral Evidence, and the great Confujion and 
■JfiAq'. tkat foBows fiich Profecutions. p. 7%. 
yl. Is an Jn^erta liii^ pmmdedWhScrbfis 
' at Mohra. i«. Swhdeiiy^^fn'tbe T&ariiyo, 

■ ■ printed ly Mr. GlanVil 'Hi tranflacM U Dr. 

Homieck.. , Vf that Tike FoWfesre • undBie 
■ were condhniieJ/'ailki^m^ ofstbem •exgiirted 

VII; Zf an. Afifwer, to .the Ct^e if the Three 
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DIALOGUE 

BETWIXT A 

Clergy-Man, a ScotcV 
Advocate, andan£»g/i^ 

J U R Y-M A N.' 



C H A P I. 

CUrt. j|GOODMormngtoyoii,Ncigh' 

hour. Are all well at Home^ 
that you ale here this Foie» 
noon ? 

Jut. Thanks Ic to God, wo 

are in good Health : But I am 

coffle at this Tiltie to delire your Opinion and Advice s 

and therefore 1 chole the Morning, in hope Co Bnd 
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2 The Towers of Nature^ 

you moft at Leifure. You know how much Dilcourft 
there hath been about the poor Woman, who hath fleer- 
ed a great deal already, and is now in Goal upon Sufpi- 
cion of Witchcraft. Now I received a Summons laft^ 
Ni^ht to ferve upon the Jury that is to try her. But! 
tho I never in my Life refufed to ferve my Country 
as well as 1 have been able , yet I have a great Mind 
to ftay at Home now, and defire fome Friend to 
excufeme. 

Oerg.l would not advile that 5 fince theLaw of the 
Nation puts the Judgment upon you, and with due 
Care you may prelerve your' Innocence : FcJr if the 
Cafe be not very plain, fave Life. 

Jur. But I am pretty fure, that the Cafe will not 
be plain. For 1 have heard already, perhaps as much 
as I Ihall at the Time of Tryal v and for my Life I 
know not what Judgment to make of it. I happened 
once to hear two very Learned and Good Men dip 
courfe juft fuch a Cafe, and inftead of clearing the 
Point, they dilputed themfelves into a Paffion : And 
therefore, if you do advife me to appear in to diP 
ficult a Cafe, pray let me know a little what you 
have met with about tliefe dark Matters. 

Qerg. You could not have come to me at a better 
Time, for my Friend that is here with me, lives in 
Scotland^ and hath been Advocate in the Tryals of 
Witches y and as I hope our happy Union of Interefts 
and Counfels will be a Means of improving one a- 
nother in all ufeful Notions, as far as either of us 
have had the Opportunity of feeing &rther than the 
other in any Qle, I am glad of this Occafion, that 
you may have my Friend's Opinion as well as Mine, 
And therefore you fhall put to us as m^ny Doubts as 
you have upon you : And for Argument's iake, I 
will make the beft I can of the Poor Woman's Cafe, 
and Mr, Advocate fliall urge the Cafe againfl; her. 

Jur.' 



Art^ and Impojlure. 5 

7*r* The firft Thing they tcU of her, is; That 
the afflifted Peribn fells into Fits, as loon as the 
Woman is brought into the Room where Ihe is. 

Qerg. But did (he fell into any fuch Fits before 
common Fame, or ibme Accident or Fancy, had 

fiven this Poor Woman this fiighcful Charafter of a 
Vhch ? If not, her Fits may proceed only from her 
own Imagination : For an ill grounded Fear hath the 
fime Effeo: upon the Imagination, that a Fear hath 
which is reafonable. I once knew Ibme Young Gen- 
tlewomen dreis up a Poll like an Apparition, and put 
It where one of their Play-fellows was to come, and 
It threw her into Fits, that kept her fenlelefs for 1 
great while, and might as well have kilFd her. Now 
if fome foolifh Tou^g Woman^ by lying Stories, or 
othferwife, is made as fearful of this Poor Creature, 
as that Girl was of a Spirit, is it any wonder, that 
ihe fells into Fits when (he fees her? 

Adv. I allow this, if (he fees her : But many af^ 
flifted Perfons fell into Fits, when thQ fuppofel 
Witch hath been brought in, fo as the Party hath 
not feen her. 

Clerg. But perhaps they expctted her, and per* 
ceived her coming by the Countenances, ot Whifperi 
of the Company. Rit if not by that way, I would 
ask you, What is the Reafon why ibme Perfons fill 
into an Agony, if there be a G/r in the Room, tho' 
they do not lee her ? 

Adv. Some Scent or Secret Communication of 
Spirits, that are the Common Ground of aU fuch 
Antipathies. 

Qierg. And when fome Poor Old Creature, through 
Poverty, and old Age, and bad Diet, and want of 
convenient Linnen, is grown Nafty, may (he not have 
fome Rank Unfevoury Smell, that may grow to an 
Antipathy againft thole that have fairn into Fits by 
their Fear at the Sight of her ? fH^y, and many 
others aMo fiij^ofe tteft ill Scents may be to iht 
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4 The Powers of Ndture^ 

Degree of Venom and InfeBion : And we need iwf 
wonder at it : For every Malignant Ertvir makes zofcS 
us Venemous jR>r the Time it lafts. This may be the 
Caufe why Toufig Yerfons are more fubjeft to thefe 
Affli6Hons than Old ^ for they are more apt to take 
both Fears and Infe£lions. This may be the ReaJR>n 
why it is 16 often thought to be taken from the 
Witches Breathy as if they could Breath Evil Spirits 
rather than Inf^on. Now this is a juft Caule, why 
Children and fearful Yeople fhould be kept from lup- 
pofed Witches : But if the Friends of the Afiliaed 
bring them together, and try Experiments^ and then 
punilh the Poor Women for the Conlequences j for 
ought I know, they may be as much to blame, as if 
they (hould put Perlbns to Death fbt being Sick of 
Inteftious Difeafes, 

Jur. But the bare Fiu make the leafl Part df 
the Wonder, They tell of ftrange A£Uons befide 
them. 

(T^rg. And yet they may be Natural Fits and Va-^ 
poursy for all that. For when fbme fort of Fits whiclt 
are undoubtedly Natural, continue, they alter the 
Habit of the Body : Whence many times there grows 
a lurking Intermitting Fever^ and Delirium^ or par- 
ticular Madnefs ^ and then their Fancies and Itrange 
Symptoms are more liirprizing. There are marvelous 
Eff^fts, both in their Minds, hyes, Ears, Voices, and 
whole Body. 

Their Minds will ibmetimes be fb clouded, and 
opprefTed, and dull, that they think themfelves Deai^ 
At another Time, they (hall be elevated far above 
their ufual Pitch. Thole that were flow, and of a 
few Words in their Health, fhall then be full of 
Raptures and High Difcourles, and give ftrange An- 
iwers, and repeat Prayers or Chapters by Memory i 
and ibmetimes (peak then: Fancies m Ver(e. 

In deep Melaneholy^ they (hall think themlelves 
Clafs^ or a Rotten Sticky or iSngs and ^ens, or evej» 

God 
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j!§rt^ and ImpoflHre, 5 

(Sod hiffilelf! Now if the Stories that were before in 
tjieir Heads,, or any pcefeit Circumftsmces, bring the 
Point of Witchcrsot or Witches into their Iniagin^- 
tion \ Why may they not think theoiieives bewitched 
Iky thoie they hear o^ or believe that they are Witches 
tibem^ves? Why may they not &ncy themfelves 
Witches, or Wizards, as well as Kings and 
Qieens? 

. Then their Eyes are fo decdved, that they believe tbqr 
iee uiR^ty any Thing that inwardly dances in their 
fan^nation. Thence we come to hzve/o manyAppari* 
turns and Speffres, and Sigbss of Perfons, who are at 
borne at that Time about their lawfiil Occaiions. 

Thdr Ears are as much deceived as their Eyes. 
They Smcy they hear Mufick and Voices, and talk 
with the Phantoms, that they tMnk they lee. But 
what doth it fignify what they imagine themfelves to 
^or hcatt} Their Brain is diibrdered, and we. may 
a5 well fetch WitndOTes out of Bedlam^ as build any 
Thing upon what they lay. 

T&n Vapwrs have as ftrange ESefIs upon the 
jOrgMs of theur Speech : Infi)much that they will 
^en imitate moft Noiles that they hear or think o£ 
I have been told of one that did but hear iovnQ Hogs 
that uled to go often under the Window, zxA he 
tfunted like tb^. Another would Qow like fome 
^OockCbickens that were in a Coop near. In that 
;ji^diiels th2(t comes fiom the biting of a Mad Dog, 
the Perfon will Bark, and Snatch at thofe that are 
TtMsar, and even think himielf a X^, and Lapinftead 
of Prinking. 

:, Anothq: Thing that is very oblervable, is the great 
1 Strength that twy have %t luch Times. One Hour 
: tbqr will lb ftiff, that you cannot bend them : The 
ticA Hour (pecbap$ when thofe 6xed Spirits are 
kindled into a Rapid Motion) Three Men (hall hardly 
]}old them fibm really a£tiiu; t\ax which happens 
to be in their Mind. If their uraigination leads them 
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& The Powers of Uature^ 

to ran at fucha Time, their great Strehgtli kfSt 
nimble Motion ihall make them go as if th^ flew: 
And if they happen to give a Skip, they fliall thibw 
themfelves to a great Height or Length. 

Convuljive Mdtion^ turn their Heads, as if their 
Necks were broken ^ draw their Mouths on cme ^e : 
Wring theiT Arms out of Joint: Turn- their Eyes 
inward, and make them lamentable Speftades. 

If Blood "be extravafated flbwly, the Heat of the 
3tomach in a little time iiiay ferm it into odd Fi- 
gures, that when they, are vomited, may lecm very 
lurprizing : Or if it hath received any Seed oi 
Spawn, the Heat and Nourifhtnent may produce the 
Animal. 

Pins or Needles that have been iwallowed long 
before, will work their Way to the outward Parts ot 
the Body; and be taken oiit of the Peribns Thigte or 
Sides, \There are many Inftances of that Iwure^ 
where there bath been no manner of Reafon to think 
of Witchcraft. 

Juf. I luppofiT the nweting with thefe TMngs in 
their Praftice, may be the Reafon, why they 'fay, that} 
fhyjiciam glveleaft Ear to Stories of Witches : Bi« 
all tbefe put together, will not reach tterundottbtcd 
Fafts that are told in moft of thefe Caie&' ■ ■ '■ J 

Clerg. Therefore we have a great many othe« Miiv 
ters to conlidet of One is the groat Addition that 
will be made to the' ftrangenefs of fuch Cafes^ if the 
Perfops themfelves give their Minds t* db t\xxA 
Things that will ihcreafe the W<^da. 1%ere aia 
tew under inch kind of Afili£):ion$, but 4o it a little : 
For People naturally delight to make Tl^ngs Stfange 
and Marvellous, that thofi^that feQ them may havd 
|:he Pleafure of wondering, and they themfelves wetf 
be admired or {^tied : But too many goa^t waf 
iarther, ^ven to a wicked Management di their &mn 
Diftempers, and counterfeiting Sypnpto.m$ ttet their 

DUeafes did notoccafloq. 
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Jrt^ and Impdpure. 7 

V 

' Jur. Sure none can be fb defperatelv' Wicked as 
to add counterfeit Tricks to a real Diuemper, that 
. puts them into Pain and Danger. It is hardly cha- 
ritable to think that. 

Qcrg. Virtuous Perlbns, that jud^e of others by 
themfelves, can never imagine, what Wicked Wretches, 
or Humourlbme People, or thofe that are lecretly eii- 
-couraged or managed by. others, will do. And there- 
-fbre, as ftrange as this feems, Mahomet did it, and 
the Mini of Yxnt^ and in all probability, the Surey 
Impoftor, and other, as you will find afterward in 
ibme following Narrations. There was a Work of 
Nature, an odd Diftemper for the Foundation ^ and 
upon that they grafted fuch Praftices as deceived great 
Multitudes. For, tho' a Diftemper at jirjl be fur- 
prizing, and puts the afflifted Perlbns beyond their 
Thqughts of Tricking, yet a little Time makes them 
Ifamiliar with their own Calamity •, and when they 
find themlelves come fafe out of ftrange Fits, and 
begin to have the Ufe of their Thoughts, while thejr 
aire in them, and hear what Judgments are made of 
their Cafe 5 they manage their Calamity to the lerving 
their own Imerefi^ or ¥arty^ or FaJJion^ or Humour : 
And when fome cunnins? Fellow that hath a Body fit 
for it, falls into this Wicked Way ^ it is hardly to 
be believed, how they can diftort their own Bodies. 

And here, tho' I (hall mention many Inftances that 
will be thought ftrange by thofe Pious Perfons who 
have had their Minds upon better Things than the 
Tricks of ftchRafcals 5 yet I will name none but fuch 
as I have either read inTober Authors, or heard from 
veiy good Hands. It is common then with fuch, that 
by At^ holding their Breath, they can throw them^ 
mves into real Fits when they will. By often mo- 
ving and ftretching the Skin of their Heads, if the 
Hair te (hort, tibey can make it ftand upright like 
an angty Dog \ and then they will Bark, and Snarl, 
and run upon all tour, as if they were changed into 
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that and the Neighbouring^ Counties y aiid 
Jraongft the re/i;Mr,how't^^ an afteietH (3er- 
gyman, who had' ietn^b Tears Miliifiifr'»f 
* Bfancleflon,.n<'/?yF'raiiiIingham. TnihU Cha'p- 
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I o The Fixn^rs of NaUire^ 

right in concluding, that his Partner was cf Flejh and 
Bloody and not a familiar. I think the fame, when 1 . 
hear of ftrange Stories of Jugglers and Conjurers^ d 
People that are laid to be bewitched. If they are 
fuch as a Confederate Tartner can do, I tak€ it for. 
granted, that the familiar is one of his own badCompa-^, 
niofts, that ftiares with him in the Profit, or joins with, 
hirn in the Humour. 

Adv. There is no doubt, but this, that you lay^ 
is generally true, and ought to be in the Minds of 
thole that have to do with thefe Cafes. But ifor all 
thaft, you know very well, that there are Fafls, that 
no Flejhly Familiar can be the Author of-, and there*-t 
fore, if you think you have faid enough of thefe Kinds 
of natural Solutions, let us come to the Cafe oi Spirits.^ 
You Clergymen do not ufe to be bactovaid in that 
Point : For you teach us from your Pulpits to believe 
the Being of Spirits, both Good and Bad, and their 
Prefence and Miniftration in the World. 

Oerg. We do fb, the Divine Writings teaching us 
the lame I>)Q:rine that we teach others : And the 
foxmdQ& Fhilo/opby and Ibb^eft Rtj/^/i give greats 
Confirmation to it. For is it not Irrational to imagine, 
that we poor Worms of the Earth fhould be the Head 
of the Creation ? Can we once think, that the Al- 
mighty Spirit (hould have no Creatures more Excel- 
lent than we are, to admire his Works, and know and^ 
worlhip him ? When we fee our own changeaUe, in- \ 
fefted, dilbrdered Region full of Creatures with Life, 
Senfe and Realbn, can we believe that the Imnfenfe, ' 
and Pure, and Cdeftial Places above, are without 
any ? It is no ways to be imagined •, but on th« con* 
tfary , tteit there are Superior Beings intermediate,* 
betwixt the Divine Nature and ours. But when we 
have laid this, we muft add, that both Philolbphers : 
and Chriftians that have ventured to define their Na- 
tures, or Works, have been- very various in their No-/ 
tions of ttem^andfbr the Holy Scriptures that are our 
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jirt^ and hnfofiure. \ i 

dnijr liiifetRale, tho' they give lis many Infiances of the 
Emi^tnent both of ths Good and Evil Spirits, tlief 
t^cb usnpne fuch.as we .commonly meet with in th& 
Mod ern Relations of Witchcraft. For the vulgar O pinion 
is, that the Devil is fomethinglikca JW(i;2,but with Tail; 
aiKl QbtiRr,and Uorns^ and a Qaoen-Toot. The N<irratives»' 
tell us, that he makea GmpaSs with the Witches, and 
lies with them, and fucks their Blood : And that at theb 
bidding, Ire kills Childreti and Cattel, and links Ships 
by Sea, and darties them ,to foreign Meetings, where 
th^ Rcyd.with other Witches, and Drink np the 
Wine in Princes Cellais: Now the Holy Scripture tdl 
us no fuch Tales as thefe^ nor any Thing like them. 
And howlbever Ibme take Pains to join the Scriptuno 
Rehtions.^fid thefe , as dofe as they can tog^thi^ f in 
my Opinion, they do Rdigion no Service by It. Thef 
are very different Things^ and upon the Q:edit of very 
difBietft Wimc3ess and I think we (hould let each of 
them ftand upon their own Foundations. The Scrip- 
ture Fafts fbberly interpreted, agree with the No- 
tions we have of God and Providence, and the Laws of 
Nature •, whereas thefe confound the Laws of Na- 
ture, and deftroy the Teftimony of our Senles, in 
ibme Cafes, as much as Tranfubftantiaton. The Scrip- 
ture Relations are witnefTed by Prophets and Apofiles^ 
that are veneraWt for- a Divine Goodnefi and Virtnei 
The grols Part of our Stories of the Devil, are 
grounded upon the Confellions of Brainiick People, 
after Superftition or ill Ulage had made them Mad. 
And therefore, I am in no feax but the Scripture Re- 
lations will approve themfelves to the Conlciences of 
Wife ?od Good Men for ever ^ whereas with relpe£k 
to the- latter, I doubt not but the Time will come, 
when we (hall be fitisfied, that even in Gales of Blood 
we have been much too credulous. 

That you may judge the better, whether I have any 
Reafon to fpeak after this manner, I will lay before 
you ievsral of thQ moft remarkable Fa8:s and Tryads 

that 
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that we have had ^ and we will argue upon fuch of 
them as ieembeft to deferve Confideration : That is 
the £ureft way, I think, and moft likely to lead us 
fight. For Rational Arguments without Fafls, can 
never decide this Cale. A Man may as wdl compofe 
a true Syftem of Natural Philofbphy, without &[pe- 
timents, as ftate the Cafe of Witchcraft, without a 
careful Enquiry into thofe Appearances of it , that 
bive made fo mamr Wife Men believe it. I have 
h^e a Chronological Table, which I have formerly 
drawn up, of Things, either of this Nature, a a-kin 
to it I and tho' I pretend not: that it is pmeS:, yet 
it is pietty large, and if you pleafe I will read it 
to you. 

Adv. Thatmuft be in it feif entertaming, as well 
as ferviceahte fox die Decifion of the Foiot hefixe t^ 
wd therefore pray let us have it 

Q!fr^. I will give it you asit is. Title andall* 
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C H A P IL 
A CHKOlfOLOGJCAL Table of 

the Executions^ or Tr/als of fuppofed Witches 

and Conjurers : As alfo of Impoflors^ Vof- 

foners^ Counterfeit Fojfeffions : Together with 

i' -the Rebellions^ Treafons^ and great Mifchiefi 

, . Gccafioned by Fortune-Tellers^ Conjurers^ &Ci 

M alfo the Laws and Canons, that have be^ 

made againft fuch Perfons : And lajlly^ what 

Learned Men have fuffered great Lofs and 

Trouble^ by the Slanders and Calumnies of 

this Sort. 

The Tears (f the World near vohich ihefe Thitigt 

happenci. 

ZOro^res was a King, and Aftrotoger, and 
a Learned Man, and is ufualiy laid to 2000 
be the Firft Author of Diabolical Magick : Bat 
NauiieuSj in his Apolcwgy for Learnt Men, that have 
been unjaftly accufed of Magick, fays, he was only a 
learned Aftronomer. 

The Ancient Inhabitants of Canaan were 
much addicted to Divination, Necromancy, 2300 
Soothfiying, t!fc. 

The Chalddei in AJfyria •, the Brachmam in India ^ 
the M^i in Terjia \ the Druids in Britain^ were 
the Priefts and Philoibphers of thole Times, and 

Places?, 
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Places, ^nd mingled rtuch Divination with their Reli- 
gion and Learning. 

jMnes and jfambres oppofe their Art to tie 
24? 3* Divine Mirades of iW^x. 
245 3. The Divine Law Forbad all ufe of thele Arts. 
Saul either deftroy'd or banifhed the Pra- 
2886. ftifers of them •, yet in a great Fear and De- 
jeftion of Mind, he himfelf afterwards enqui- 
led of one of thefe People at Endor. 

. ^;^»tf P^/ffi^/'/wx pretended Commerce with 
^230 the Goddels Egeria, and founded the Rites and 
Religtoii of the Romans •, and by many Wri- 
ters concerning- Witchcraft, is counted among the fa- 
mous ]\tegicians. See Gabr. Naui. c. 11. 

Mamffes^ an Idolater, and Cdnfulcet with 
5?5;i Divinefs, efc. 
3308 Jofias put awav fuch People. 

Pythagoras^ a learned Philofbpher, is com- 

3420 monly, but felfely laid to have ufed Magick. 

Gabr. Naud. 

The Laws of the Twelve Tables at Rome ^ 

3497 amongft which this, ^i fruges excantajjit. 

, Neve aSonam fegstem foUexeris *^ !Th3^ no 0T\$ 

fhould ule Charms to draw their Neighbour's Corn 

into their Fields. 

. About this Time, a Woman gave her Sweetheart a 
Love-Cup •, and contrary to her Expeftation, it kiU'd 
him. Being in danger of being pumlhcd, ftie ap-. 
pealed to the famous Court of Areopagus •, and they 
fet her free without Punilhmient, becaufe fte did not 
defign him My Harm. 4W/?. tt^i* ^jaa. 

About this iame time, or Iboner, The Lemmi took, 
and carrfed away many Grecian Women, and had Chil- 
dreti by them. But afterward being eib^nged from them 
the Women poifbned both Men andChudren. Suidar^ 
Theoris^ put to Death by the People of 
3^00 Athens^ as a Witch. She was accufed by her 
Maid, who (hewed them W Medicament!^ 

and 
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and Charms. Demofihenes hvmg ocrcafion to (peak of 
her, calls her that Lemnian Woman, that pAff^KiJk 5 
and in fpcaking of her, he ufes both the Terms of 
Witchery and Impofture, ^*5«*r®-, f£<t>j'«Kdt«, (ptvetxi^n. 
But he concludes with a Jeft upon her, and her 
Partner, for pretending to heal others of the Ydlling 
Sickn^s, when they th^mfelves were lick of all kinds 
of Vices. Vemoji. Or at. i. aiv. ^Ariftog. ' • 

The Jeft of Demofthenes upon the Oracle at De/phi, 
is &mous. He laid Ajpo//o did ^^m-t^^w, lean towards 
.King Phi% more than towards them \ whence he is 
ulually quoted, as one that did hot thihk that the 
Oracles fpake by Spirits, but by Men that i;eou'd take 
Money. 

The Lex OnmeRa againfl: Poifbn, and Mala 
Sacrificia, was made vjhsxi dornelia, and 170 362 J 
Roman Women, of the better Qiiality, were 
|mt to Death for poifbning thofe they had a Mind to 
remove. Uv.iDec.s7. 

The 3^em pretended to work Wonders by the Tetra- 
grammaton and Cabala. - 

The Ephejia Grammata were thought to work 
Wonders amongft the Greeks^. If they were to wreftle, 
or run, or plead a Caufe in Law, they would carry 
thefeto help thettifelves, and hinder their Adverlariel. 

Furius Crejinus was accufed of Magic, becaufe he 
had better Crops of Corn than his Neighbours. . For 
his Defence, he brought before them his heavy Plows, 
and Spades, and Sun-burnt Daughters, and fiid, they 
were the Charms that he made ufe of Vlin. Nat. 

The Tears fince our Blejfed Saviour. 

Tiberius put many honourable Citirens to 
Av^4. Death, pretending that they had confulted 
mth Chaldeans, D. Loier. p. 140. 

Get' 
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Oermanlcus^ Nephew of Ttherms^ died. There 
1 9 were found in Corners of his Lodgings, Char ms^ 
Curfes •, his Name upon Leaden Tables, pieces' 
of IKlans tlefh, and Allies, and other Things lifed i^ 
Witchcraft j but he was killed by real Poifon., Tac\ 
Ann. I. 2. 

Pontius Vilate deftroyed many of the moft vktuws 
Jevos^ bcfides our Bleffei Saviour. I find feveral 
quote the Talmud^ to prove, that he executed manjr 
Witches. 

Sinwn was a Magician, and moft of the firft Here* 
ticks took their Rile from him. Elymas^ a Magician, 
oppofed St. Foul. 

Claudius condemned a poor Knight to die, 
41 becaule he had carried about him an Egg of 
a Serpent, in hopes it would make a Law-fuiit 
go of his Side. Tactt. 

Nero went through all the Rites and Prepari* 
54 tions for Magick, with the moft famous ^ Ma- 
gicians he could proolre , but found nothing 
feal, excepting what they did by Herbs and Druj^ 
in the way of^Nature. PBn. Nat. Uiji. 1. 30. c. 1 1 . 

Menanaer^ Bafi/ides, and many other of the firft 
Hereticks are laid to have uied Magick. ^ 

Flinv tells of an Orchard carried crols the 
70 High-Way in his Time, but does not fay hf 
Charms, tho' that Matter is often quote! fctf 
the Proof of Magick. £.17.^.25. 

Tacitus^ concerning Conjurers, who were then 

100 called Mathematici^ j&ith, they are a faithlefs^ 

fallacious Sort cf Men , that were a/ways for* 

bidden in Rome, and yet voould always be retdinei. 

Lib.i.Hift. 

About this Time, lived Apollonius Tyanaus. His 
Life was written by fhilofiratus^ in a Rhetorial Style, 
for the reading of the Emprels Julia^ above a hun- 
dred Years after his Death, fhiloftratm tells fo 
many Wonders, of him that trjany Chriftians, who 

% believs 
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^Ifire the Stdry, % fee was 4 powerTuI Klagidan* 
Iwt both the Natute and Citcumftances of the Fafts» 
Wd the Teftimony .of rnany aijcienc Authors, (hew 
plauily^ ; that his Book hath much in it that isfit-" 
tailous, and was wiitten with Defign |o obfcure the 
true Mirades of our Bleffed Saviour, Gab. 'NauL 
Ch..i2. . 

: About this Time^ Apukius the Phiiolophef 
iPBS accufed before Qaudius Maximus , tot ijo 
drawing the Love of Fudentilla^ a rich Wi- 
dolv, by Magiek^ His Defence is ftill extant, vvhereih 
btr (hews, that a Widov¥'s Aflfeaion might be en- 
gaged -without bad Arts, IXLoier. 
: MtcrnXfifAcallA condemned thofe that Car- 
ifed Writiags about their Necks to cure Agues. 263 
Ihl/fi^ quotes Spurtian. 

' Conftantine forbad Charms to do Hurt ^ but 
allowed them fc«: prefetving the Fruits of the 32! 

K y^fum^ the ApoJtete, is laid t6 have ufed, 
b«t in vain, niany magical and idolatrous Rites, g^t 
cutting tip the Bodies of Boys and Virgins, 
in hope to.raile the Dead, to tell him the Suc- 
*efs of his Expedition againft the Verfians. 

The Emperor hea forbad all Kinds ot Chai ms$ 
whether to do Gpod or Harm. \ but calls all 460 
their Pretences, Fallaciam Gf Impojiurm, Cheat 
and Impofture* Lambm Dan. c. 6, 

About that Tin^e, Merlin, our ^ngl'tjh !Ma- 
l^ian, was iaid to be begot by an Incubus. Mott- 4^0 
tor^ and other Popifti Writers %, the Devil did 
ftre with his Mother •, but they % h? ftole a Child 
lomewhere elle, and put that into the Midwife's 
HtandSi at the Time of Delivery. 

Uter fendragon fell in Love with Ingren 
Wife oi QiirhH^ Duke of GornwalL Merlin 493 
U laid 10 h4v^ transformed hini iaio the Like- 
fl«& oifthe Duke« and that in that Form he j^egat 
« ' : / C ,. the 
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the &mous King Af^bu^. I mefldm thde two bft, 
becaufi many of the Di^ndeis of vulgar Wkchcrafb 
quote them with great G>nfidcnce as true Hiftoiy : 
But amongft lober HiQmms Geaffry of Monnmab 
hath had the Nick-name of Artkurus fot thefe aod 
other fbolifh Tales that be told of King 4r/6a^ and 
Merlin. See Gab. Naud. c. i6. Folyd. Vtrg. h 14. 

Duff us the 78th Kmg of Scatlani^ {Hned away 
968 by a fweating Sicknels. A Maid was exatni- 
ned by Torture, and dKcovered^ that her Mo- 
ther, and Ibme others, roafted the King's Piflure l^ 
a Ibfi Fire, and upon theb Punifhment, the King 
recovered. Buchanan adds \ ^ Thefe Things, I dri- 
ver as I received them from our AncdEbrs. What 
to think of this Sort of Witchcraft , I leave to 
'' the Jud^ent of the Reader, oidy mnding him, 
^' that this Story is found amongft our Ancient Ar- 
*- chives and Records. Buch. p. 183. 

Pope Syhej^er the 2d, was Tu((»: to Roberu 
^^9 the Good, lung of France % and afterward to 
Otho the 3d Emperor of the Weft: and by 
their Incereft was made Pope^ and maintained in the- 
Ghair, againft the Will of the Cardinals. He being 
a learned Mathematician in an ignorant Age^ his 
Enemies imputed his Favour with thofe Princes, and 
his curious Works, to Magick ^ and tbby^ ad-* 
ded a Multitude of fbolifh FaUes concerning him^ 
in particular this, That his Bones fhake in his Sch. 
pulchre, and by thek rattling pctftmd the Death of 
then: Popes. Cardinal Benno, and other Papifts were 
the Authors of thefe Tales. See Gabr. Nau£ c. 19. 

Balfamon^ in his Comment upon the 83<i 
1200 Canon of St- Bajil^ iays, he was an Eye-Wit- 
nefs, When the Wife of Alexius (bmmemus^ 
Emperor of the Eaft, being lick, fome Gypfies pte- 
tended (he was bewitched, and that they could cui^' 
her. They fecretly hid waxen Images in Comers, 
/aiKi then ixetend^ to ^retell where they ihoold 
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BiA tfaem^ and wha m^e them, tbey caaifed manf 
jlniocsDt Maa and Wompn to be pURiihed, and be- 
ii]g able to make nd Care, ran away. 

ifa^^f £art of i&/?f was acciifed, upon pre- 
tence thit iw flsole out of dve Jtlng's Jewel- 1232 
houfe, a Stone that would make a Man in- 
rifiHe, and gave it ;to hwelfyn tte King's Enemy. 
AtB> idbair iie Jiad djcsivn the King's Favour to hinv 
ieitf^ above others, fey Sorceries. Speed. 
' ikxkcfi Gro^eiy Bi:(hop of Unceln^ ,a Per- 
^Cbo . ^f gseit . LearnMig ^d Vittue;, iSfly £ud 1 2 5; 5 
to have been a Magician. (7. JVo///^ c. iS. 

Aixaut tbsur Tinite jR^ti^ Bocm was accufed 
for Conjisarions. He ^$ twice ci^ at Kome^ 1 2<54 
vAo^hs^ deceived great ^Applaw^ fbr his cu- 
iJDus Learning. ' G. Nmd\c.i^. 

ha oihat Age .Sir ftsim MaAorn wrote a Book in 
the Sakott fBongue , detf3;iiig the Deceits of Con^ 
•yirerg; ifror. 1. 15. di.^i; 

^he Peopbraiil, b^ ted ji fini^n H^d thai; 1280 
gave him^iAnlwets to .all -Q^ieftions. He is 
OBfe of the^great Mftn, in Defence • of whom N'au- 
^i«riJwrotc. his Apology. Ch, iS. 

Arnold de Villa nova^ a learned Phyfician 
imd PhdoCipher, wndemnei by the Inqpiti- 1305 
tors to be\bunit at Padua^ as a Magician, ip 
^ '8cD^b Yfflr of his Age* G. JVi/W. ch. 14. 
- Pi?r»r Afon of iPtfifotf. Many iearaed Works. 
of his remain, and being written -before he 1316 
was 24years ioH, it vtfas iaid> he was jaught 
the Sfivenliberal Arts by Sevep SpiritB which he 
ia*pt in a Gryftal. He. was cond^mn^ by the In- 
«quifitor8 for a Magician, and dymg before Execucion, 
'he was.lburnt in EiEgy. See JV&iW.' ef^^JkpiH. 

ThQ Pyed JPiper^ at Mamiert in Lqv^fr Sa- 
mny, is fiid to have \sA all th^ir Kats-./atad- i3+7 
aWlce dma thc&iyer, whete tiiey were drowned 5 
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but being denied bis Pay, he piped again^ aiid le^ 
all the Children of the Town into a Mountain , 
which firft opened and then doled again, and Ihiit 
them in. Some fay they date their Wntmgs ftom 
this Time, See Dr. More'x Antidote ^ainjl Atheifm 
1. 3. 07, 

At Bury VTQ may as well believe the Story of 
the Wo/J and St. Edmunds Head^ becaufe to this Day 
that is the Creft of the Town- Arms* 

Piercy and Mortimer xthAhd^ being cflcou- 
1403 raged by a Prophecy of Merlin's. ': Speed 
quotes Walfingharo. 

Qjieen j^oan^ committed upon Sufpidon ^f 

,14 1 7 leeking the King's Death by Sorcery. - 3yar 

Rando/f^ D. D. was faid to be her Ag&itS$g&A 

Joan of Arc^ or Joan of Lmtin^ ."a Stepr 
1427 herdels, call'd by the French^ The holy MM of 
God, was a great Means to raiiethe Sege ^ 
Orleans, and drive our Engt^ Forces . our of France. 
The Earl of Bedford afterward having tafeeii her Pri*- 
loner, burnt her tor a Witch. Dr. Heylin doubts not to 
iay. That (he was neither Witch nor Prophetds,.but 
was managed by the Earl of Dunois^ r# revhe the 
droopins Spirits of the Beaten French UeyL G^r. 
of hot^ain. . \ 

The Duke of Glocefter , Uncle to ffing 
144 1 Henry VI. preferred Artides agsdnlt his.^:eac 
Uncle the Cardinal. The Cardinal found no* 
thing to return upon him in requital, but acculed 
his Dutches for feeking the King's Death by Sor* 
eery. I do not find any teal Harm that the King 
is pretended to have fufFered •, but the Dutcheis was 
lentenced to do Penance. Margery Gurdeman, o£ 
Eye, in Suffolk, her Agent, was burnt ifbr a Witch 
in Smithfield. Roger BuUingbrook was hailed, but de- 
clared that the Dutchefs had oriy defiled to know 
of him how long the King would live. Thomas South- 
well dyed the Night before his Execution : Ajid 
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itiger i>nfy vm hanged, but wrote a Book of his 
own Innocency, and againft the Opinions of the Vul- 
gar. . See BakerV Cbrm. p. 187, and ^01. 

Rve Years after, the Di&c himfelf was murdered 
by his Enemfiss. Speed pm^f Baker> Jiow 
. In the Ages before thel^ we meet with a Mul- 
^de of Miracles, but not many Witches. About 
this Thne, or a little before, they be^ to increale 9 
iniomuch that the Univerfitjr oi Paris, Atmo i?98. 
in the Preface to their Rules for judging Witches, 
iay, that thspt Qcime was, Vlus Joltto in ilia ^tate^ 
more common in that Age than it had beqi before. 
SeeBpUm p. 2$* 

^* Several burnt for Witches in Savcy. Hen. In- ^ ^■ 
fiit.,Ji.Mi. ... ^455 

Richard list Third, commonly called OrooKir 
Back, v^hen.he had mmklered the Kinfmen 1489 
of the S^et^jym^er^ and imprilbned Ins ' 
Nepbewslttttt Were H«rs to the Crown, pretended 
irt the Pri«y-GwncU, that the Qjieen, and Jane 
Mferii had made his Arm wither^ and confume by 
Sdirc^, jand he ftripp'd his Arm that they might lee 
it •, but it was teiown t)m his Arm had for a loqg 
Time -teeii/ fo. Speeds , 

The iamfe Year, King Ekhari^ being of the 
Houfe' 6f 2^ii, attaint^ for Scxrcery feveral 1483 
that, loppdrted the Line of Ijmcafier. As, die 
iGottn(«& bf J^chnumij Mother of Henry the 7^^ 1 
iDr. Marten r afierwadp Archbifhop of Canterhury ; 
Df . \Eewisi William JQ^t^ and Thomas l^mdyck of 
CMAriigej jcsi^ Qmmet i Nafdyck was taken, 
and coMemned, \m med by the Parliament See 
the life if Richard the Third by Geo, Buck, EJ^ 
p. 102, 126. 

At this Time the Belief of Witches and 
their Power YaA gcft fuch Root, that Pope 1484 
Imocem the^tb olieSfida very liiperftitious 
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Bull to the Ii^quifttots orylZf9b«r^ etnpowetiifg thetifi 
to difcover and burrt tbeflfi. _ . { 

The S ibnce of tb€ Bull r« this — Perv^nk.ad. 
audit um noftrum^ tfc. ' It Is come to our Ear*,/ that 
' ; r K Numbers of both SMes^ are ftot afiood to^bufif 
'^ tix/ own Bodies with Devils that ftrve to botfcSejtes. 

* y\ndwith their Inchantinenifs,'Chatfns^ atfd Sorceries,' 
^ to vex and af&i£l Man and Bedft With inward and 

* outward Pains and Tortutei y rh^ render Men ^ 

* Women impotent for Generation 5 they ddftrojr the 

* Births of Women, and the Ifltroale of Cittte ^itbcy 
^ Waft the Corn of the Gtbufldy the Gra|» ©f the 

* Vines, the Fruit of Trees, and the GrafSi anAHefbA 
' of the Fields, &c. ThefdTdreyWith the Authc»itjr 

* Apoftolic, we give Power to the Inquifitors^ &c. tA 

* convift, imprHbn, and puflllOi. Se^ Bath.jie ^mu. A ?. 

From the Time of this ftperftitioiK BuU, x)bfcrvo 
how the Number of Exectttions increafe^ 1n^ cfaidlf 
in the Places wHefe the Watienfis tfiAFrMJlants weWi 
moft numerous. The Jefult- D^JSri^ tnikes /thaifime 
Obfervation, and gives fevtsral ileafbnsy.wtqr jPrvf^ 
ft ants come to be lo very mudh to the Pdwer /of the 
Devil. See the Preface ^ Us B^&k cf Jifi^ia ... : 

Pumaitiis burnt Jprty-^^n$ pool Wi3Bfiea. tibt 
1485 Witches in the Coiintiy «6f Bur&a inohoYBar, 
He cauftd them to fee fliaven firft; liiatdiejt 
might be fearched for MarksL^ llecontiftuel tl^iPrcM 
fecutions lit the Years folloWingJ'artd'mJmy; fled jout of 
the Country. K Injlit :vq^^ i^l. B^in:\\^nl. . -. 

* About this Time 4/<r/kfr3^ lim(»B E^ hla 
Tarer^a, lays, One Inquifittt? barntf a Hii^ndr^d ^a Pmf-^ 
tnont^ and pmceeded daily «d bum inofc^ tiii.tfccPnif 
fl€ rofe-sigiitilR theTnqu1fi{br,'and'Chaft4 hlm'toiit df 
theCoui^rry. Wier.c,22, . r : ■- 

A violent Tempeft <^ Uvundet t and- Light- 

1488 nfng in Onftance deftroytd tie Com^<A Fcsur 

Leagues round* Tlte Pgdple accitfcd our AnM 
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HtMef^n^ and o»e AgMs^ fot being the Gaufe of ft. 
They confefledy and were burnt* See Bodin. I. 2. c. 8. 

About this Time, B. Inftitor lays, One of the In- 
^ifiiGDrs came to a certain Town tt»t was almolf de- 
Ibkie by Plague and Famine, TheRejport went, that 
a certain Woman, butied not long before, was eating 
up her Winding Sheet, and that the Plague would not 
Qk& {ill ihe had made an end of it. This Matter 
beipg' t^en into Confideration, Scultetus^ with the 
ciikf Magiftrate of the City, op^ied the Grave, aiKi 
IbuQd that fhe had ii^eed fwallowed and devoured 
ope Mf; of her Windiflg . Sheet, Seultetus^ mov^ 
with Horror at the Thing, drew but his Sword, and 
c^i;M iKir'Head,, and tbroi^ it into a Ditch, and im* 
imdiately the Plagw (^&d ; and the Inqoifition fit- 
ting upon,. the Cafe^ it was founds that (he had long 
beer^. feputed a Witch. See H, Infiitor. part i. ^: 1 5.. 

There m^ manyjnfiances of their digging up 
Graves about that Tinie in Foreign Nations. 

ilbo^it this Time, George l^fley^ who wrote feveral 
BookSf in Math^maticks^ and William hlackney^ D* D* 
^9»m^^^ccronumcers^ See Baker sChron. 

JohnTfithemus^ Ahhot of Spanheim^ aleara- 
cdPetion, afperfei and fland«red as a Con- 15 15 
JMtt* SeeGab.Naud, : ^ 

About this Time„ Five, hundred executed at Geneva 
in Three Months. See Delrios Preface. . \ , 
• Forty eight, were burnt sibout this Time^ at 
Ravensburg in Five Years/ See Malleus M^- 1 5 1 5 
irf. p.2.^.i.ck^ ^'^' ^^;. ^ "^ , 

Lufher bpgan ,dboixt this Tinae to difcovjej . :■/;>: 
thfi ^orance and Errc^s of Popery. TtkpPa- 15 17 
pifis&id^ thath€5» and manyorhei: of th^^- . ; ^ 
fdcoQters, had Dealings with . the Devil. ..Some Re- 
formers have laid as much of the Pip^^, and psirticu- 
larly, tiiat Fifteen one after ano<;her, that is, airfrom 
Syhefter II. to Gregory VII. were Magicians : But it 
muft be fiid on thei^ behalf, that it was Cardinal 
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Benno, and other Popifh Authors, tfeit mifled tlteinb. ^ 
TTnat they are called Magicians, See Yriieauk" Im^/- 
to Hijl.^' TII. - 

About this Time, the great Seditions ,by the 

1520 Anabaptilis in Germany. A Hundred thoij- 
iand took up Arms, and near Fifty tboO* 

faud wer«; killed. Skid. /. 4. O' 6. • ^ 

About this Time, Multitudes were burnt in f ranee. 
Lamb. Difneus, in the Firft Part of his Dialogue con- 
cerning Witches, exprefles it. Infinitum fene Vetiefice^ 
fum Ji iimerum. Remlgius^ p. i46, lays, One Tri/ca fa 
told Charles IX. that there were many Thoufiuids in 
his Kingdom. 

This Year the Duke of Bueki^tgham was be^ 

1 52 1 headed. His Death was imputed much to- the 
Malice of Cardinal Welfey •, but he had bteH 

guilty of Ibme imjMrudent Aftions, encouraged by the 
Prediftions of Fryar Hopkins. Hopkins died of GrieC^: 
t^Hcrb. UiflqfUen:il\\\. . > 

Pope Adrian VI. enforced his Predeccflbr*s 

1523 Bu^ by a new one, with Power to exGoinmuni^ 
cate all that oppoled them. Barth. de Spina, dt ;. 

Stfjgibus. ^.3. 

About this Time, aThoufand burittt in cm^ 

1524 Year, in the Diocefe of G;«^ 5 and d HutidMi r.- 
per Ann. for fevcral Years togpthcr. Bartb. dc:^ ' 

Spina, cap. 12. 

E&zabeth Barton^ the Maid of JGr«, fell in- ' 
15 H to ftrange Trances, and fps^ lb much ^bove 
her ufual Dilcouries, that many thought hoF 
Fits werefupernatural : But fpeaking againft theKiiu^'s 
Marriage, lAe was apimhended, and confefl&d her (m 
a Count^ie, and was hanged with Seven Men that 
had managed her Fits to the Difturbance of the State; 
See itlfgp. i^. firfi Iwpofier. 
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^utjYiMficd are Hid to have leaewed a 
Ptagw at 0^0^^ at Sal/^in Jtaly^ by be^ 193^ 
finearing the Pofts of the Doors with an Oint- 
ment and Powder. Scot^ I. 6. r. 4. 

TbeLosd Hungetford beheaded for procuring 
certain Perfons to Onijuie, that they mi^t i^^i 
know how long tiemy VIII. would Ih^ 
Lotd Herb. 

The lame Year were enaOed Two A8ts of , 
Pwlianfient, One againft Falfe Trophecies^thQ 1541V 
other againft Coi^uratiim^ Witchcraft^ Sorcery^ 
and pulling down Cro{fes. 1 

In a Vifitation of Archbiftiop Crantners^ 
JoaMna^MerivDeather^ of St. MiZl/^^i's Parifh, i^^'i 
was prefented, for that fhe made a fire upM the 
Du^ ^Elizabeth Colfey, ajid dropp'd a holy dnd/e 
i^n its dnd4old her Neighbmrs^ it would make the Culp: 
if the Maid divide in Tm Parts. Memoirs of Arch- 
bifhop Cramer. P. 102- 

In this. firft Year o£ Mdtoard VL the-hte 
mentioned Statute againlt Witchcraft was abro^ ^H7' 
gated b^ the Heformers. 

In Devonjhire^ Torkfhire, and 'Norfolk, great 
Nwdiers <^ the Peo^e took Arms againft the i ^49 
Government. In N(^olk they had one JG?/ for 
Adr Loader, and were wcouraged by this Prophecy; 

• * 

j^T^, D^, and Hie, with Oubs and clouted Sboon^ 
Shall fill »^Dtiffin-Dale uatb Jlanghteted Bodiesjoon^ 

See Cotta of Witchcraft, p. 72, 

% AlchbiflK^O'^>8^'s Articles of Viiha tioji. 1 549 

*ium. You ihall enqoire, whedier you know of any 

^ that life Charms, Sorcery, Enchanfinent$^. Witch- 

^ craft, Soothiaying, or any like Graft, inventodv.by 

^ by the Devil. See Sparr. GolL (fArt. 31. 

Quilr 
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Guiilfmm de IJne^ a cdebntted iPiwcter, 
1 5; 53. condemned at SoiSiers for Sorco^. &idin'i 
Preface, 

The famous Impofture of the Spifit in the 
1554 Wall, that fpake nmy feditious Things in 1/^^- 
: ion \ but ms found out to be a£tS bf one: 
E/i-s:. Orojts^ a Girl, who from a private Hole in the 
Wall, with the Help of a Whiffle, had uttered: thofe 
Words. One I>rak£ was her Ctanfedeiate^. \tbfi> of 
^formation. . 

In the Second Year of Qsss^Mzaheth was^ 

1559 renew'd the lame Article of Enquiry forSorr, 

cerers, that was mentioned before, widi this 

Addition ♦ Efpecially in the Time of Women's Travail 

Sfarr. Caff. p. 180. . v 

This Year, being the Fifth of Qiieen 
\%6x E&eabeth^ the Counteis ofLenw, and fom:. 
others, were condemned, for Treafori: Theff 
had confulted with fbme pretended cheating Wiz(aris^\ 
to know hbw long the QiieW' ihould live. Camhd, 
Wtzabith, • .: . .r 

This lame Year, a new Satute agtoift 

1562 Witchcraft was "enacted, but more fevoUrable 
c • than ours is now, puniftiing the iirft ConviStioa.' 

of Witchcraft with only Pillory. See the Sfat. . . 

The King oi Sweden cattiefl Four Witches 

1563 with him in his Wars againft the jyanes. San. 

1 564 Four burnt at Poiffiers. Boiin^ P- 6*\ 

r^66 ^efiradamus^ a frencb Phyfician, the Author 
^ of a large Book of Prophecies. 

Jane Harvil/ier, burnt in France ^ ^. .hfer 
1568 Mother had been feixie Years before. Baii^'s 
Remon. ^.3* . ' 

A bUnd Conjurer that was haiig'd at Fms^ ^ 
I $74 acculed above an Hundred and fifty. He. Iiad 
been a Teacher of the White Magic ^ that pre- 
tends to deal only with G(wrf il/g^/j*. Boddn. I 2. c. i. 



of V ACT S. a; 

• Bodhi. t, 2. c. I. tnmtioRS a; certain ^eat Prlnoe 

tliat he knew, who paid Two hundred Pound per Ann^ 
Wages to a Neiipolftan Sorcerer^ to be his Conferva- 
M'. He wore aGdden Image of Jj^iter^ prepare^ 
by the Theurgic Art, in hopes it would make, him 
the grfeateft Prince in Chriftendom. When he died, it 
W3(s ibund about his Neck. 

^ne^ Bridge fy andi Rachel Pindar^ of Eleven 
et Twfelve Years old, had; counterfeited, to be 1574 
pofiels'd by the bevil, and vomited Pins and 
Qouts-, but wer$ detedied, and ftood before the 
Pffiacher rat St. Pau/s Croik^ and acknowledged theur 
^poaitiCalCounteifeifin^ Stow. 

MUdredNerringtm^ wWeftml in Kem^ was 
thought to have be^n pofle&'d, and accuied 157$ 
one ^Ui Mce for landing the Devil into her. 
B/t^er Newman^ Vicar ofWefttoeU^ and Joba Brainford, 
VUsir <£ J&nif^ton^ triod to difpoflfe^ the Spirit by 
Failiiigatid Prayetv flnd were fo far of . Opimon, thajt 
thqr had doae it^ thgtithey printed t))e .^elation, witb 
the Attefiation of Six others^ But Mildred being ex- 
amined before Mr i Thorns WottM^ and ' Mr. George 
Darrein Two Juftices. of Peace, fti9 copf^Ied, and 
fhewed her Feats a^d Trance s^i b^&r^i; them. See 
c. i J. Second Impoftottp ^ 

Dr. Harjenet confirms this. 

Ther Windfor Witdies executed at Abii^ton. The 
Retetion was printed by Richer d GaUis., In that^ he 
£i)d, be came to the God, Speeds >^^ with lus Sword 
imd BiK^^ killed the DeVil *, <» nt leafi, woaqded 
hnn fo lore, that h« ippde him. ftiokv pf Srimftooe. 
S(i«iMl2. c. 3. Agai«> idP(^t^ iiKi. ch. 33. 
' JAdvoeote. I sftn loth to inteitupt you, and yet de* 
ftte Leive to put iAoiK/Wordbefoce^we. go forward, 
in thii laft Cafi»/a9d fome othe]:s that you nampd, 
you' oxHf ling^ (^ 0^' ridieuloiis Parage 1 qnd^ I dare 
iay, ptfi over manlv other ilroiig QrcufoAances deli- 
vered opOQ Oath ; And d^ that ovty ftp eyed Hand > 

Will 
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Will that be allowed- as a fak Way of ijuotfng 
Authors? 

Oergymn. This is all that is in this VaBiOSkHtaH 
Mr. Scott iquoted, and therefore it is all that I gouM^ 
cite from him : But as I my felf fcMf Brevity do the 
^me Ibmetimes s in Defence both of my felf and him, 
I would ask you. Whether you ever read the Ydhle 
of the Tolltick Afs\ that having a Mind to paft for a 
Beaft of Worlhip, covered himfelf with a Lyon's 
Skin? 
' Adv. I have read and remember it well. 

Qerg. Then you remember that one poor Ear 
fticking out, difcovet'd the<lull Creature to be an A^; 
tho' that Ear excepted, he feeniM to be a Lyon ^11 
over. Now I would not anticipate our Argument too 
^nuch, becaufe I proposed that that fhould follow whCT 
we had all the Fafts before us j but at prefeflt, I may 
firy, that Itakethde ridiculous Circunlllandesto^^belilsib 
the Afss Ear. A true Lyon, let him be yoiing oi 
old, or lame or blind, yet he hath not an Afs\ Ear y 
nor bath a Natural true AQton any thing about it that 
IS unnatural and falfe. And as I take this to be true 
Reafon, and have grounded my felf upon it in lonld 
Cafes, I will take Leave in this jrface to read Two 
Fafts to you of that kind, tho' it be out of theG*der 
of Time, 

There were two hanged at JJncoln upon an 
I6i8 Jndiftmentof bewitching the Earl of Rutland'% 
Children. • One old Woman confelsM, thatfti^ 
ruVd one of the Lady Catherines Handkerchkfs upon 
her Cat Rutterhn^ and bad ha: Hy and Go. Where* 
upon the Cat Whin'd and cried Mew i by which (he 
underftood that Ruttertdn had no Power over that 
young Lady. Now this oneCirattnftance to me looks 
like the Afs's Ear. For what Ihould a Cat lay but 
Mew ? And how €odd the Poor Woman have been 
{uffbred tohave interpreted that to her own Ddlruftion, 
if (he h«d not been in die Hands of Fbob? Aqdthjpte** 
^ fo» 
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fcse tho^ many odd Things were fi*om by Country- 
People •, and tho' Two were hang'd, and tho' there 
Itands. now in Bottefxxm'th Church Marble Statues df 
Iboie Children, with an Infcripticwn, importing. That 
the Children died in their Infancy by wicked Praftices 
and Sorcery, I do not believe a Word of it. , For this 
the Author of the Kffjgdom of Darknefs quotes Difi:(h 
veiyrf MTttcbcrafi ^in. 

V mlliam Batten and his Wife were both exe- 1655 
cuted in Scotland. He confefs'd, that he lay 
vwth fhe Devil in the Shape of a GentlewoEian, and 
laxi Fifoen Pounds of him in good Money •, buthef 
4e]»ed it again before bis Execution. His Wife con:* 
tels'd, that the Devil went befere them to a Dancing 
in the Shape of a Dog, playing upc«i a Pair dP Pipes ; 
and coming down the Hill back^again, he carried the 
Candle in his Bottom under his>Tail, which played Ey 
Wii ^^gj Wig Wig, That (he laid was almoft all the Plea- 
lure (he ever had. She was burnt with her Husband. 
This Mr. Sinclau tells us in his Book call'd, Satan^s Invi^ 
$bkW(nrld,p. i63»But whether more than one Ear doth 
not pric^ out in this Story, I leave to the Judgment of 
the Reader, and refume again my Chronological Table 
where I left it sr 

■■ V About this Time, Seventeen or Eighteen were 1^6 
condemned at St. Ofith in Ejfex. An Account J^ 
of ttem was written by Brian Darcy, with the Names 
tnd Cdours of their Spirits. See Scott, 2d part^ 
Ub. I. eh. 3?- 

/ At the^Tryal (£ Ratvland JenJus^ at Ox- 
ford^ for Words agatnft the Qpeeri, a Pefti- 1577 
lent Stmk infeftad the Court, that within 
Forty. DaySj the Judge, and many others, in all Three 
Hundred, died. (^;0MmV£//^. ^ 

A Man taken at Iflirigton with Three Waxen 
Images, defigned for the killing Qpeen Eliza- 1578 
htb^ mi Twa (£ her: Counlellors; ^^Tbey 
i$^e buried in aDun^^il, with their Names upon 
r. » them. 
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tbeoi, in hope the Patties would pine amjr ^s <£ 
Pi£bres wafted. See Bodift. lib. % c, 8. Ben Jtlhnji 
mentions it in his Mafque rf ^eens. And Dr. fui 
m hts Noiies upon 2 iheff. 2. $. it- reckons Qofijum 
amon^ the Popifli Ptaraces ^^itinft the Queen, t 
'A Pamphlet of the AtEls and hanging 1 

1579 Four Witches. One vms Mother S^le^ thi 
was fuppofed to have kilkd one SaMock^ ft 

not j^iving her a Qoak to make her t Saftguaid. Sick 
t. 3. ^.7. i 

Two hanged at CanAr'tige^ a Motiier and a DangI 
\sx. The Mother laid the Defil had been tcoe to ha 
TfaieelcoDe y«ar§, and (he wouU not renounce hU 
The Dai^hter died p»iitent.. Dr. More x MMdk 
€gainfi Atheifm. I. %. c.t. 

Elizabeth Ortm^ of Orton Maiot^ in FZf«| 
1589 j9^/>^, of about Thirteen or Fourteen Years cid| 
counterfeiced Trances \ in which flie flreisendfi^ 
that (he law our Bleffed Saviour and the Vh^in JMaff^ 
and fuSered the Pains <^ Purgatory, aai feemed to die 
By-itandei;^ to he in mighty i^^nies. Some Kqhui^ 
Cathalich printed a Rdation of her Vifions, iarith the 
Atteftation of Tvvelve Witneflfes. On the 4th of 
March 1582, Ihe made publick Confeffion of her Count 
ter felting in the Cathedral Church at Chefier. See ihe 
Frhred Reflation. 

A young Man in Isram:e Atom a Charm m 

1580 to the Bolbm of his Sweetheart Soon ^tdr &c 
was fick, to the Danger of her Life* The 

young Man was accit&d, and tibe }udge gan^e Sencena 
^k& him^ that he ihouH be taken into Cuftc^y 
The young Man appended to tits F^iament' ait Paris 
The Quie was heard hefosethem, and they cddBrmed 
the Sentence. See the jSpeieches of.the Aivxates xvi 
both Sides in D. Loier* p. 1 J9. 

In Fifteen Years, from 1580 to 13:95, Re 

I $80 migius burnt Nine hundred in Lorrain. A< 

many mote fled out pf the Country to favc 

thei 
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IS tl ttekXiircs ^ and Fifteen laid vfelent Hands upon them- 
kfi Mves; father than enduie the Tortures that they put 
M(, them to ^ and whok Towns were ready to leave their 
fjpf IJbbitations, fer feat of Witrhes. S^e his otm Book 

de Damanoiatria Si^arum. 
fffi ' KAr. P/w^mr fp^s of great Numbers in Spam about 
, th thisTime.. 

( if In Germany thqr tortured and burnt tfaem daily. 
U 'They poured hot Oil upm thdr Legs, and put Can- 
dles to their Arm-hde3, to extort CdnfefEons. Sei 
xA WiefUSj Afy^ and Antidae agmnfi Atheifm. 
;)jK . JPim^x.wInqmfitor burnt Eighteen at iiz^ 
^ non. See the Dtfcourfe cf Spirits by Sebaftian 1582 
^ Mkhaelis, Afiffifr with flows. 

T. K condemned for a Conjurer, but re** 
]^ fuefed by Means of my Lord of Leieejfer. 1582 
^ Hexonfefitod, that he had ftudied and ufed thole 
y widked Arts many Years ; and many PraQilers of them 
had come to imn, and he had khx^ to many of 
ihem, in hope to have feen ibmething red r in their 
^ Sdence ^ but he laid, hehad never fcmd one SparMe 
^j^ of Trudi, but all of it meer Cozening dsA IllufionSp 
^f &e SooCs Difcav. I. is.eb.$. 
,fl, StianjK Nbvs out of Somerfetfhire^ termed, 
^ ADreaJ^ui DifcoMrfe of the Difpoflfeffing of 1584 
x>ne Margaret Cowper^ at Ditchet^ from a De* 
vil in tte Likeneis of a headlefs Bean Scot /zyr if 
vcms aCheat. 

' Mr. BabingtM^s lAm, and Five other Conn- 
ter&it Demoniacs J were faid to be difpofiefe'd 15 8 j 
by Edmunds, alias Wefton^ a Jeftit, jmd other 
Ocular Priefts. See part cf the Exa9mnationi and Con- 
feffions of the Varties themfeioes, in the Compaffionate 
Addrefs to Papifts, printed from a large Akeount of 
them, publijh'd at the Time by Authority. Anda/fo in 
^a Sixth Letter by the fam^ Author. 

- Agnes 
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Jignei ^iitfm in Sccalandj dS^ 
1590 Wife of Kfiih, a Macron-like Woman» md^ 

:fers'd herfelf a Witch before King fames. To 
Cose Diieaies, (he pretended to remove them ftft tA 
Iv^rfelf, and then transfer them to a Third Pttlbft 
See more of Txr in that Fart of this Y^fctmrje^. tMA 
is, concerning the Reafans of our Statute. 
. At the &me Time, and of the fime Gbmpanf^ 
-John Fien confeOEed, that he raiied Sfiorms. Joamm 
Clark was accuied for giving and taking away Povver 
from Men's Genital Members. They were execotei 
in Scotlmi. See SaddV Triunfh^ and Mr. Sinclar'l 
qdRelar. ^ 

ArchbiHiop Spotfwooi, p. 992* lays, tibit 
I $ 91 tnoft oF this Winter was Q>ent in Examination 

of Witches and Sorcerers. Botbwe/I tht 0» 

Ipirator had confulted with 4s^s SytnJoHi "^ 

William Haciet, Yeomen, Edmund Cofi^ge^ 

t^^\ and Henry Arthington Gentlemen, three la^ 

thufiafts, had thek Heads foil of Mirades^ 
and extraordinary Calls, and Prophecies, and Iim»e^ 
iations upon themfelves in way of Sign, and caftins 
out Devils, and the Attempts of Witcb^againft tbem^ 
till they fancied themlelves to be pofllefled with Angelil 
cd Spirits. Copinger and Artbitigtony in Cheapfide^ 
proclaimed Uacket King of £ttr<^, and the iH^i^^ 
and for a Sign bad the People go to BrokenWbatf; 
where he was, and try if they could kill him. jHaeJt» 
was hang'd blafoheming, Cofiffger ftarv'd him^f widf 
eight Days siting, and Arthington ihed for MeiC]4 
See HaAetV Ufe bv Dr. Cofins. -c 

Dr. Bfdd reputed a Magician. 

^ The three Witches of Warbok executed a» 

^ 5^ ^^ Huntingdon. See an Account of them^ Ghap^ 7, 

Ferdinandr^ Earl of Derfy died fiiddcn1y# 

1594. There was found in his Chamber a waxen 

Image, witii Hair in its Belly v ^^^ there w^e 
aft ^ Symptoms of a ftrong Poifon : For his Vomic 

fiained 
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^SSvtr Andiions, and the MaftdUcflii^ 

^. See Baker'i Chramck. 
^Bt.Dee^ a learned, but Enthufccftical Ma- 
j^etotticiaiii and Edward JMfy a Chymift, and 1:5 ^4 
jpigetmded Ccmjarer, being in ciofe League with 
0iie anotho;, undertook j(o dilcover all kind of Se^ 
cret%. and ifind out the Philolbpher's Scona bjr the 
^;Ui€8:ion of Spirits, which appealed to Edward &Uy 
Via Shew-Stpne, which, they faid, th^ received fiofn 
Aogds. When Dr. lyee was proiecuced l»re as a 
Goojuxer, ami Edward KeUy as a Goiner of Moneys 
tlngr fled into , Fbrdgti Parts with John a Lasky^ a 
Polander^, zni for a Time were very iatttous ahd liv'd 
pat y but toon after, Ketty^ in Germany, endeavour- 
ing to qisAfe his Elcape from the Empecor Rodd^^ 
ic^ his l^ by leaping out of a Window, and 
^ied ) and Dr^ Dee returned poor and b^^garly to 
liisHpule,at:^iMli?r//tfr^ See Dr.Dee'^ TrmfaUions^ SEct 
fetioat h ili C^faubon. 
^Mce^oodndge condemn 'd at Derby ^ for 
IbiKliQg a Spirit ih^o T^ Darling^ coin- i$9f; 
IBOoly called the ^y x£ Burton. The Ju(^ \ 

pooitiiiMd hisr in Priibn, where (he died. See Dr. HarC 
ict'if ttfccveryy and Mr* Darrein Dicfene^. 
^* JEdmnd Uartly hang'^ at Lancafter^ upon . 
^ Indi^lment. fcr bewitching ftven Perlbns 1J97 
clothe famd^ of one Mr. 5/^r^. Mx.Srar^^. , 
bd^ a w^ Superftitious Man, firft fought to i/^/:/y>^ 
K> cur^ them, and kept hlni m his Houfe feveral 
YeaiS) allovi^ing him Forty Shillings a Year, but af^ 
terwards he profecuted and haiig'd h|in.. In that Try- 
ai there was SpeUraL^vid/ence made ufe of againXt 
liiti, and the Bx;periment of laying the Lord's Prayer; 
but tjiat Which touch'd his Xife Was Mt* Starky's 
PepoQtion, that he had made a Circle fpr. Conjura- 
tion, which, was Felony by the Statute then i*i Force. 
See theBifcQurfr^oncerningthe Di/poffl^n of the 

u \ Sive/t 
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Stven Verfons in Mr. St3i4q^tf Yamly^ vtt^im % 
George More. 

Mr. J<hH Darret^ Who was though ^to btw 
1598 caft Devils oat ^of Efevteri Peribns, and hac 
caufed fevwal ^erfons to be imprifonM 4b 
Witches, was condemned • for' a Couhterfelt by ifc« 
toll Agreement of the «igh CommHRon. See a kne 
Account of his Cafe- In the Book that was wrhttf 
upon that Snbjea by Th.'m^fnet, afetWads Aftft- 
bilhop of 2tfr*i and alfo in «ie ' K'^ Oiaptef ^ 
t*is Book, %<?^, the Third. ''■'■■''■ :■- r.- 

This Year, being "the Firft of .iang^ftf;»pr 

t^o9 both ParliameBt ahd ■ -Oonvcication met,- afld 
■ (ace. ■■ %■ :■ f. • . ; ■: ■■■[ ■ 

The PartiameBt repealed the <^een's Statute agajeJl 
vyitchcraft, and ena£kd a mote fevere 6pe, i^cft 
IS now in Force. S^ jom- Gomeiturej. aiOftr Re^ 
Jen (f //, tn the EkwHthi^hiftgr <rf fhx Bifcourfir: . 

V S"Y°^"o" fhat. Xanft Year, 'Ihayinfe' fee? A^ 
great Mifchief and Scandal torn fpmard Men pte, 
t»Dding to undeiftand Bamo/tiadkr, atid vfetttferitttt to 
attempt tlieit Oifpofleffion, iWade this ^ceflfenfc* 
npn.: T/oB/ no Mmiiier cr Mmifiers, voithdia %4cenf6 
and p,rea,on of the Bifho]>, u)tdtr hk Hani M.'Sm 

fhiT'i'v^JT' "^: ^y Pretence. vihatfiiver, vu 
t¥r . rf Popjfion or OhMon;iy F4ipg Mj^ravM 
rl^f /*' ^/y Dm/ ^. Devi fs: under mn iftbi 
^mff'^»f Impoftitre, or Cozenage^ imd VeMtion 
from the Mtmfiry. Vide Canon 72. ' - '^• 

,^ , ,^ Li^"S gfantetf . by rhfe fiiftop ^d ehan= 
i;^o? cell<^ofC^^^,andWcomtarffionerslr 
^5v«« va^^ Ecclefiamcal,-toSe\'enl?erfonstoh3ve 

SSrW?'-.^ '"^ ^'^J^f' ^^'^^ thoughe lit, fot 
VJomsHarri/on, commonly Called, the Boy of jvfw-rfr. 
r^uh, who was theu|ht by many to be a I>xm% 
mack, but. not efteem^d fo by the Bi(hop ' and Sm^ 
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tl tjMir Oaujreiy^ a Prieft, was accufed for 

tjebatrcMng two young Girls : They faid he 1 6 1 1 
oh trf^ Maj^ek to fei^uce them, and that lie had 
jy inade iftem Witche$. \{t confeffed, their retrafleJ^ 
'J 4 then %sii tortof'd again, and after that burnt at 

\g^ About tte fanie Time, i Wind Womin was ac- 
^ cufef and feurnt. Spe the Hiftory of a Magician by 
^i4 Sik^flmH ' Mchaelis. It tyas tranflated into Enghfl)^ 
^ ll Ida trtffpoie to Ut ; our Peoi^e underttand the foul 

Prafticcis of the Kofnifh Church, in thofe Matters. 
ilfi, Fift^n indiftedw a^d Twelve condemned at 
. ^ Laf^cajhtJ See Cbp^^j P • i J- And Datton's 1 6 1 ^ 

Cpufrtry Jiiftice, (3. itS. 
stifll '<9r^^i^' WBf^r/^rx, by the In^^^ of one 

^ ^fl&fc^iy^, a Popifh Frieft, acjcul^ i6i^ 

j^ lijer GrandiTU»:her, Men Bierfy har Aunt, and 
A ; y^^fi^ Squthvoorth. They w^e tried in LaHcaftcr before 
^jg Sirfijfrwf/i firmty^ and the young Wonian'cpnfeffdd, 
-g that afl wete Lies and Counterfeit. 
f^ Mary Smith hang'd at hynn. She died i6i< 
% Vtty' piolis and bdiev'd hci? fdf a Witch. 
.^ The Nartatiye was written by Alexander Robert t •, but 
^ lie Wati onfe. who had iucb an eajfy Faith in ihele Mat- 
. ^ ters, that he believ'd King Eri^us could m jke the Wind 
*L^ ft^nd w What Point he pleafed, by letting his Hat 

li that Wdy: 

-^ • The iWy; ^f Bi(f(?n^ a fimons Counteifeir, 

dctdEtedi . &(e the Accoum at large in the j$th 1620 
, 0)^er bf this pwL Impofture the Sixth . 
c^ The Autjior of Cautio Crimina/is, printed 161^, 
^ fil^, tjhat about that Time, the German Princes find- 
f^ hig^noCure, butlnaeafe by Executions of Witches^ 
^ h^m tcr 'ftay their Hands, and feat'd 'they had been 
wrpng. 

EdpoojhdfairfaX oi fuyfton in theFfteft of 
Knasborou^h^ Efq^ at Tork A%7.t% profecuted 1^:27 
Six of his Neighbours, tor iuppos'd Witch- 
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aafcupon his Children. Tht common Y^^ tX Jmpf^ 
and Fits^ and Apparition of the liipposM .Witches^ 
were deposM, and the Grand Jury found the Bills, arti^ 
the Judge heard what the Witnefles had to % \ but 
having a Certificate of the ibber Behaviour of the ae^ 
cufed Perfons, he direfted the Jury ib well, thait^ 
they clear 'd them. I quote this nom a large ManiK 
fcript which Mr. Fairfax, Father of the affliaed Chil^ 
dren, drew up as a Vindication of his own Proceedings' * 
^he I^erufal of that Klanulcript, I muft acknowledge 
to the Civility of the Reverend Mr. U^ap^ Fellow of 
keen's College in Cambridge. 

Philibert Learneau^ Curate of ]B/yf/?, corh 
1624 demned to be burnt by the ParUamenc of Dijaa^ 

for conjurhig to find Treafiire, that he fancied 
had been hid from the Time that the Engti/hhad pop 
fels'd France. Mo/^eur Perieaudy? />. 189, 

John Fox, laid to be difpofle&'d of an evil 

1627 Spirit by Mr. Roth}(eU, bul c&minuei dflfiiB 

^ three Years after. See Chi\Cs ufe cf Mr. 

Rothpll. . . ^ 

. Mr. Clark, in his fir ft Volume of £xami)(es^ 

^^ p. ?io. reports, that an evil Spirit appeared tb^ 

one. Mr, Eari, in the Shape of Mr. Lyddal^ and at 

jinother Time, in the Shape of Mr. Rogers^ the 

famous Preacher in his Time, at Dedbam in Fpx* *^ 

The Nuns of Loudun were thought to be 

J 6 34 poflels'd by evil Spirits. They feemed toliif^ 

fer violent Tortures, and fpeak ftrange Lan^ 
guages, and reveal Secrets, and to have the Kanies <rf* 
the Saints that help'd them, miracutoufly written upon 
their Hands. When they were under the Power of thei^ 
£xorcifms, they iaid the Spirits were fent into (hem b^ 
the Witchcraft of t7ri^//« G randier. He was a very Udte'n* 
ed and eminent Clergyman •, but was a Favourer of the 
Reformation, and was hated by them upon other Ae-^ 
counts ; and amongft thoie, one was his writing a 
Sa^ againft Cardinal RichHeu. He was apprehended, 

ftripp'd 



j^l^'d' naked^ learch-d for infenfible Marks, and put 
t|>:crucl ftiinSj while they tryM with an artificial Knife, 
w}}ich Pans of him were lenfible, and which nqt. 
ife was adjur'd to clear himfelf by (hedding Tears, 
i^Jhc was Innocent. After that he was torturM till he 
fi^ped upon the^ack^ and iiiaintaining his Inno- 
c^Ke, he was at laft inhumanly burnt, without being 
leered either to unbofbm his Mind to his Confeflfor, 
«f fpeak to the People. See the Ways of their Wicked- 
lufs fidfy p-croed in Hiftoire de Diables. de Lpudun. 

About that Time, Seventeen fendle-foreft 
Wiiches wer€! condemned in Lancajhire , 1^34 
byfirhe: Contrivance of a Boy and his Father. 
^ their Vindication in the latter Part of this Book, 
^cij. Impose 5, 

Dr. Ljx»& was killed, by the Mob, being 
thought a Conjurer. See iMr. Baxter'x G?r- 1649 
^in^ (fthe World of Spirits^ p. 155. 
; Mother J^^^/^;? . condemned in London. 1642 

Sixteen executed at Tarmouth^ difcovered by 
tins^ the famous Witch-finder of that Time. 1 644 
pMeSion of Modern Relations^ p. 48, 

Fifteen condenjad ^t Chelmsford in Effex^ , 
9(4 hang'd, fome at Qyelmsford^ and Ibme at ^^^"^ 
Maningtree. Another died in Goal. Another died 
«?: going to Execution. They were condemned at a 
3dnOiis by the Earl of Warwick, and fome Juftices 
of the Peace. See the Printed Relation puhnfhed hy 
^hnrity. . 

}- Q|ie hang'd at Cambridge. She kept a tame 
FlPgf and it was fworn to be her Imp. See 1645; 
Ur,.Ady, p. 135- 

. Mauy hang^ at Bury St. Edmunds in Suf- 
folk ^ I have, beejj told near Forty at the fevcT 164? 
lal Times of Exeqations, and as many more 1^46 
in the County as made up Threefcore, See 
^e'Notes-upon JHW/ir/15/, 2* Part, 3** Canto. Mv^Ady^ 
Iri-his Book of Witchcraft, fpeaks of more. 

D 3 Many 




38 A Chronological Tahle 

Many banged at Hutftimott, two vviajpr^ 
1 64 6 vrere Elizabeth Weed and John Winmcfu S©| 
YJtigdom of Darkncfs. 
, One tried at Worcepr* Colteftion of Ma* 

^ ^"^ ^ dern Relations. 

One at Glouceftep^ convi&ed for having 

1 CAt9 fuck 'd a Sow in the Form of a little black Crea-. 

ture. Olleiim of Modern Relations^ %\. 

Great NunTbers burnt in Scotland in thol?' uni^ 

tied Time>. Mr. J^ Ibitb many Thoufinds. . \ 

1652 Ctithcr'me Huxly hanged at Wonefter. 

Anne Bodenham^ Dr- Lamb's Maid^ ^fsxec^-f 
1^5;? ted at Saihbury^ declaring her Jnfiocence, 
S(e p/\ Mpor/ Antidote i^ainft Afhi/m. 
jM^out this Time, Jane J^k^iand wa$ either bangedlf 
or burnt at Ipfmch. 

Two Boranis , (Mother and DaugM^fij^ 
1655 hanged about this Time at Bury St. JEoh 
mumh. 
Jane ^rooks hanged at Chard^ fcM: bewitch- 

1658 ing Richard Jones of Shepto^-Mallet in Spm^r^ 
ptjhixe. Sadd.Triuniph. 

About thi$ Time, Widow 0/iver was hanged at 
Jforwich. 

Sotne hanged in Cormv^U about this Time. Sep 
Vr. BurthogV ^ffay on the Nature of ^irits. 

About this Time, Two banged at l.a»ai- 

1659 Jfer^ but died ptoteftU]ig tb^ir Innocency^, 
JVebft. p. 80. 

A Trumpeter, and his Wife a«id Daughter, were 
beheaded in JioHand, confefling Witchcraft. The 
Daughter might have been laved, and would not § 
for fhe faid, the Devil was cpnimitting Uncleaimeis 
with her ac that Time, Learn from this, that| thefe 
Un^kannefles with the Peyil ^t^ falfe and involur-? 
tary Imaginations in their own Brains-, for if it bad 
be^ a real Aftion of hers, the Company tt^u^ ji^VQ 
leen Tome Sign of it.. . Tfhey .beU^v«i hgr Confef- 

fion 
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other tbato.ttdf c<vo Eyes. Sec the Colle' 
iioa of fnodgrrt RdLaritosv. p. 59. 
Beffie Fowler burnt at mujfelburgh in &:^f- ., 

Fit^refffe .Nempjft of Thu^hali ttkd. Sse S{id' .. 
duc.Tri. Re/ar. 7. /.\ . , . ^^^^ 

. . Amaniitta : Bdufignt^ 'fotnded, and governed 
a CloUter; 'With 50 poof Girls, at Lifle in 1661 
Bie^^^fe.. JBeing^ as. I conceive, very eathu- 
fiaftical, with her Head . fell of Spirits, one Diy as 
-flfc *6ttne into the Sohdbl, (lie thought, (lie law a 
jtteat Kumber 'ot^littlei black Children with Wing?, 
fiying ,about.her Scholars Heads. She tqld them 
of jt^ . and bad thetn bewatie. In a little Time, al- 
moft all . the Children confefled themfelve$ Witches, 
andvfeid they bad beert ib before they came thi- 
ther, their Parents being Witches, aod . having given 
«heiti . to the Devil as loon as they wexe born. They 
iaid,) they were carried to Witches .Meetings Two 
^<a: Three Times a Week, where they met vait Muki- 
tttdes of other Witches \ fdr rac^ People, they ftid, 
were fich, there being few like .Madam ^c^/zrigTi^/?. 
*THey fitd the Dqvil lay with them^ g^ve them all 
kinds of Pleaftires, and! pkqred with theiAi But if 
Misiam Bourignon did but lift uj? the Latch of the 
.Door to come in, or fpeak, or cough,. they would 
.fly away like Lighmlnfe.; t)nel>ay they, would cort- 
^/^^aml the next Day .dwledalU and \)^ing taken 
from her, arid examined bcSbre the. Magiftrate^, all 
fce ohe^ wfiot off from tlieif Confeflions, That one 
.had a great Love to h6r Miftrefsj and defiiei to 
4ie. .She was fhut .itp. ia Prllbn, and/ the Author 
^.thte, Narrative filth, Ht Was never known what 
jN^came i)f fier. , See ColIe3:.of Moitrn Rekr. p. 2 1. 
. ..Dne Greerjfimfh aftd h^r Husband txetuted 
\n\ New^Ef^/ajf(L She confels'd^ he denied* 1662 
See the Effiy upon Providence by Increafe 
)jSkther. 
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Twc^ were put to tte Water (Vi«ki/y aiiik ftniA, 
ztA made tly the Country of Nfto-EfiglafiJL See tike 
i?ime Eflay. 

Ju/iait Cox hanged at Taunton m Som^'^ 

:iA$l fetjhire. She . died declaring her Innocence. 

Sadducifm Triumpb. 

Mce Uufon and HoUDi&y tried at 12^ 

x$6^ (Alite Hufonr&\±^ fhe received Mon^, Ten 

Shillings at a Time, from 1^ DeviL ^ 

GoIJcBicn of Modern Rebiions. 

Apfy Vuny and Rofe (Mender^ try'd ht- 

1664 ibre tHe Lord Chiet Baron Halt^ at BuryL Sf. 

; Edtmnds in Suffolk^ and were teir^ged, makl^ 

taimng their Innocence. See the Account of i^s 

Cafe in the 8th Chapter of this Difix>urle. 

'About this Time, Mary ^(hnjon was try'd at Hon* 
fordjkire in lievo-^nglandy and hangU She laid the 
Devil appeared to her, lay with her, and dear'd btt 
Hearth of Allies, and hunted Hogs out xtf" the Cofti. 
She could noi forbear langhu^^ Ihe fiid, to fte\x»^ 
he fettzed th^m about. See Cotton Mather\ reatai^-^; 
^ atte: Providences, /^. 62. .^^< .'i; 

Twelw accuied in Somerfitjlmre^ be&re *%ft^ ; li 
1664 Hunt Juftioe of the Peace. Several ^ tfaei!ii * 

: confefs d ^ but his Searches and Dilcaverie& * 
were oppofed ami dieck'd by a higher AuthoriQr^ 
by which ipeans the poor People weie iaved, and 
.thp Con&quence was, that the Country had (^ilet. 
Sec Sadductfmus Triumph, p. 102. 

..^ • Major U^Wrand his Sifter .txecuted in S'f oft 

'"r hJ^i^ ^tQyk.Sinelare'%?dBSmpi. ^-- i 

,: At Mo^a in 5ipr^/^ibiii, Seventy were coftr 

vi^7P:':4emn'd,and moft ^thcm executed. : M&>¥H^- 

teeii Children were, executed, and 96tm^ 

Gantlet^ and. ^o were; w^ippM oa tbt^ Bauds* /^ See 

rthisai^weied'.itt Cbap^d.- ^^ i ^ . - ^ i' 
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emlld b^ tbe Parliament of Ki^S^/r^ but 1^3 
tte King of France.Lewis the 14th, ftay'd 
^ ExecQtioiiy ordered a general GoaM>eUvery of 
ifiiHsh Perlons, ^nd put forth a new £di£V to be the 
Rule of Proceeding &r the Time afterwards, and jthat 
jEdift proliibicirig many bad Practices that had been 
..lifed b^ore, I am told they have\ had few, if any 
. &ecuti(His fince in B'once. See Mem^iana^p. 264* 

Six executed in Scotland upon an India:- 
ment fi>r bewitching Sir George MaxweU. i6j^ 
JFour Qonfeflid^ and Two denied. One who 
.mas the firft that con&i&d, was pardoned^ and uied 
:§at, a Witnefi againft the others. They were dii^ 
covered by . the help of one Jannet Dostglas^ a dumb 
GAA^ who made Sighs,\that there was a Pifture ci 
- Wax in one of their Houfes, and went with them, 
land pulled it out of a Hole in the CUmney. The 
accufed Perlbns iaid, the dumb Girl herlelf had put 
j^^MjAi&tt ) and it &ems very probable, for (he was 
;;ttffUpir^s(fbrv^ through ££;i6/yr^&, and after that 
; * ' 1^^ whUp'd again, and banifti'd for feveral Crimes. 
^ Si^ Si^mcifm.frtumpb. and yk.Sinclare:,ip. 18, 265, 
1. . About 'that Time, one condemnU at Efy^ 
'i hVtCreprieved by King Charleslh and afterward 1679 
, AeFellow ^t pretended to have been bewitch- 
ted, was han^ at Chelmford in Effirx^ andoonfe&'d 
;th2the had counterfeited his Fits and Vomitings, a» 
I have been informed. 

viiSufan BdvomdSf Mny Tremble$^ and 7>»- ,.! 
peranee Uqj^i^ hanged at fjnRT^r, confe(sVi 1^82 
-^clm^ekes Wttdies» but died with good Prayisrs 
Ir: ibi^ Mouths^ I fuppofe thefe are thcfadliniree 
c^iliat ha^e faoeti lutqged in B^imd. 
:: i:2&V&cnl DHgAik; ofSuf^ in hattceflire:, Was 
laid to be difpoifefled by fimie DUfinting 1689 
l^iinifleis, who kept Days of Fafting 9nd 
-' Pxayer 
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Prayer for nea a Y^. See this Cafe anp^'dlin 

tl^cf 9th Gbapter x)f this Book. ^-r;. ^t... 

One Glavet^ if% I^iJhSitfi% Ijarigtdat M 

iSSy fton in NeuhEjIslani for . foppofad WitcHaafi; 

See Qaton id^^^r's : remarkable PimMericeisl 

1691 iH^MT, contmitted for fappoied Whclicit^ft 
upon Mitry Hill oS BicJuntm^ by Fto^a^M 

Somrfetfl)ire* One of them dkd in God v^.thfc 
other Two were tried beforre the Right Hdii6u- 
table the Lord Chief Jilfticci Holt^ and Were aa^« 
ted. Ai}d the Maid that was thought to have tiKfi 
l)ewitch'd ^ in a little Time did well, and was^ fie 
for Service. See Mr. Baxter^s Certainty of the World 
ofSpiritsi, /L74. 

Several tried by iwiftiming,. in Suffolky Effkx, Cm^ 
bridgcjhtre and Ndrthat^taf^ire^ and fome drown'd 
in the Tryal 

Nineteen hanged at Sakm in Nemf^-Bsigkni. 

1692 Ond prefs'd to Deatli. Eight more condemri'd. 
Fifty coitfefs'd themfelves Witches, and were 

pgffdon'd. One Hundred and Fifty weft in Prifbn^ 
above 200 accaied, and many fled the Coomry tb 
fave their Lives. See Calef. p. 41. 

Widow Chambers of VpaRan in Suffolk, i 

1693 diligent indullrious poor Woman, committed 
to Beccles Goal upon an Acculation of Witch* 

craft, and died, in Priion before her Tryal. Afcer 
fhe had been walk'd betwixt. two^ fhe confefied i 
great many Things of her f elf, and in pifticiilar^. (he 
fiid. Old had kill d her Husband, and the Lad3r Bisw\ 
tho' the acaf* Unions of that^ood Lady were&- 
tbfied, tteu!: (be died a fair Dbath, without ! any 
Hurt from that |>oor Woman ^ and fome for ^vgAi 
ximent &kc 'gak^d her , if fhe had not kllVd. .iuch 
aiid fuch \ ao^.i&e confe^d fhe had^ tho\ the Per^ 
fons wetc.thgBiiivIng, • ^ . : t . -;-. . ;\ 

Motter 



Mother Mufinkgi'cf Otrtjk in &^olk, *ra4 
tti^ befoi^ tb0 Lor4 > CiHef Jiiftiee iB^, at U^ 
Bury Sr. Edmunds. Many Things were depofei 
coacerHiOft h«i: idling of Wdrt^ jmi itoting Cat- 
tel, and that fetetd Pericins^ upob their Doath-Bccte^ 
had conapMit)^ diat fixe killed thorn. 

It wa$ fwori)^ that Ilb^di f^Mel, faet Lmdtoidi 
I90t knowing hoir to get her out of bisjfioiifty took 
aMmjr th0 jDoof^ i^d \s£t ha without one. SbtiM 
Titne : after,- he hi^mniiig to pafs by> (he fald t* 
]^^ (^ thy w^^ t&f Nhfe Jhall tyi uptM^i in thi 

k>wing her Landkrfd fickcned, and died on Tuefday^^ 

and wa$ buried within ths Week, atcordtng to hct 

Word. To confirm this, it <to9 added fey Another 

Wiin^ls^ that aDoftor whom they had confelted about 

an alRifted f erfon, when this Mother Jfo^/nV^i was 

mentionod, laid, ihe was a dangerous Woman, (hsr 

could touch the Line of Life. In her Indlftmenit^ 

(he was chwgjgd to have an \mp like a Pole-Cat j 

and one Witnefe fiaore, that, comiftg fbhi the Ale- 

houi^, ai^KKit Nine at Night , he looked in at hilr 

WindQW, and law her take o«t of het Bisket Two 

Imps, a Bldck and a White. It was alio depoftd^' 

that on« Sarah Wt^er^ after a Qparrfel yilth this Wo- 

toan was taken dumb and lame, and wiis in that 

Condition at honie, at the Time of her TryaL Many • 

other Things were fword, but the Jury wete fe well 

dUefled, that they braught her in^N^Gjiiby \ and 

ixpm p^fHcular Enquiryl of leveral in, or neat the 

'town, 1 find ttioft ate fatisficd diat it was a very 

right Judgment. Sbe lived aboat Two If ears after^ 

without doing any known Harm to any body, aiid 

$«d deciding her Innoteftcfe. Her Landlord was a 

confumpciye ipent Man, and Ae Wo»ls not exaftly 

^s th(^ .(wore them, and the whcdi^ Thing i7 Years 

befew. Por by a Certificate fix>m the Rt^ifter, J find he 

vfas ^wllied Jh^ 20. i677< Th? whit^ Imp is be- 
lieved 
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lieved to liave Iseeh a Lock of Wool, token out c£ 
]« Basket to Ipin *, and its Shadow, it is fiippoied, was 
the fblack one. - 

Margaret Wnore was tried at Iffmch be*, 
1^94 fofc the Lord Chief JufticeifoZr. She was com- 
mitted upon the Account of one Mrs. Riir^^f^- 
wiio was Three Years in a lan^ifhing Condition, a$: 
was thought, by the Witchcraft of the Priloner thenj 
^\' the Bar, becaufe Mr. Viuige^ Husband of the af^) 
flifted Perlbn , had refufed letting her a Houle* ^ 
Some WitnefFes laid, that Mrs. fddgi was better upCMi 
the Confinement of the Woman, and worfe agpin,, 
When her Chains were off. Other Witnefles gave^ 
Account, that her Gnndmother, and her Aunt had. 
£>rmerly been hanged fi>r Witches, and that her 
Grandmother had faid, fhe liad eight, or nine Imps ^^ 
and that (he had given Two or Three Imps a-piece 
to her Children. Others gave an Account of a Tet^, 
in her feciet Parts. 

A Midwife who had learcht her Grandmother, who 
lad been hanged, laid, this Woman had plainer 
Marks than (he. Others made Oath of their being 
covered with Lice after Quarrels with her. Btit notr^ 
vrithftanding theie Depofitions, the Jury brought het' 
VA^Hot Gitrtlty \ and tho' I have made particular En- 
cway, I do not hear of any ill Coniequence j but' 
ail probable Appearance of the poor Woman s In- 
nocence. - For aner the Tryal, when (he was at li" j 
beny, Mrs. ^ige continued in ^a reafonable good ; 
Health, and feveral Years after Margaret's Death, 
fhe fell again into the lame kind of Pains (fuppof 
fed ftom die Salt Humour) and died of the &me- 
Piftemper. 

Mary Guy, tried before the Lord Omf 
1^95 Jufticc Ji^ft at Launcefton in Cortm^^ for fiip- 
pcied Witchcraft upon Philade^U Row. It . 
was depofed, that the Appearance of iJie laid Mary. 
Guy was often (een by that- Girl, and that (he vomited 

Pins, 
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P&i^ Stiawsi and FeatH^. But notwithftandine fuch 

. Elixabei^ Homer was triAl before the Loid 
Chief Juftice ii* at &c«tei^. Threfe GWldfen i^otf 
pt Wtjbam Bmet vi^ thought to havfe been 
bewitched by her, whereof one Was dead. It was de- 
pofed, ttot another had her Legs twifted, and vet 

fe ''^^f.S^ ^'^'. *f r"^d fprlng five pJot 
hJgh. The Chjldren vomited Pins, and were bitten, 
Cf the Depofitions were true) and pricked and pinch, 
ed, the Marfo appearmg. The ChUdien ml Befs 
Horws Hfcad would come off from her Body and 
go into their Bellia The Mother of the Qiiidrca- 
^?^SrS» "^ ^® of them walked up a fmooth plaifter- 
*dWa|lv tiU her Feet, were nine Foot high, her Head 
fianding offfiom it» This, fliefiid, fhedid five or 
fix Tan^, and laughed, and fiid, Be/s Horner held her 
up, This poor Woman had Ibmethhig like a Nioiile' 
ote h6r Shonlder, whidi the Children fiid was fuSd 
by a T<Md. Many other odd things were depofed 
but the Jury brought her in Not Guilty, and no teoo^ 
vicnience hath followed ftom her Acquittri ^ 

;; The Account of thefe Four laft Tryals,* I muft ac- 
knowledge to the great Favour of my Lord Chief 
Jtiftice Holt, who gave Leave to Sir James IVUmtofu^ 
to lend me the Notes which he took of theDepofiSns, 
Oiat were made at the Time of thofe Tryals. 

About eight and twenty w«e accufed by Mrs 
ChrifttinShaw,z(M of about Eleven Years old. 1^07 
OneMan died in Prifon, maintaining his Innoh 
cincy •, anothet was found hanged in Goal. • Twa 
Boys ind a Girl, and two more, five inall i^ed. 
ttiemfelves by confeffing j and upon their Teftimony, r 
feven were executed, denying their Guilt.., The Girl 
omhved all, and ms well, for all the fuppofed Sor«ry 
and Witchcraft of Eight and twenty. This vsas in the 
County of Rtt^rew, the Weft of Scotland, the Nar- 
rative of their Cafe, with the Speeches of the Advo- 
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T.^'^f and I>ript»dml«nftv, ivith tfta 
wv °\^^'^i!'^f^*^^^i^, 91^ bad a Swtoni 
Edition limgf»B€ei and is now moft of ir wnrinted in 

Book, I tevc n«fftiop'^;fome ^.tbe fi«feSS3 

Si^is tbat feeto to hffve taifled thtn. • • 

•> ^ ^<Sf«^«& f^wA* of Hmmnfmh, was Tried at 

; ,%tm *fi ?ilk>iy, for piwendiiir td be boffrfi'd 

W)wn flie was flDt V and making m irfe of fe - ' 

: SeveiaJ Of hw s to ot Jj^i Pla^^ a|««t Eleven ^naff 

Jfjfcce ^A, ^nd , l|»Ke ^ hwfi accptittea. 

i7«i &dby«.<^^i«^fe«^^aadTrie4ar4rS 
j ■ 4fB^,#, ^« 1 n r wlere i9ie £iifl Sardh i^ 

]m^r ^ atoiard ^«8 fen, the PUfoiy; : .fe/J 
^^f ^^^f # ^ /?r the I^imh Chapter sf Mr 
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Clerg. rj^m^ Cdleaioni Mr. A^^U; j^ ^ 

of thofe Authors that I have met with : And asl 
fod tefore, that my Notions of Phllofophy and tzSi* 

Wltcficrart, this View ot thefe F ^a<s rr^nc.r^c> ^ • 
tte bad Opinion I have of moft of theS ^ '" 
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M-oo. As id the Man, fuch is the Jodgment he 
jMHes in My Oati. 'Iri$^ Gom^bifioii is, Tb9< fined 
j^e^ h^ve b^a ib Y^qr imnjr Condtfjn^ons Iff 
|j^l Judges «i4, JM%ifir»t€^, ifaoQgll tii^ ^ 
4^(0 tO! k^ tMW 4tiiA«il^ in 0!>amr,/yec.tlKKe 
f^vik'Mnmf «Ub totvidNfft: tjtie F»$$ v««ae 9^ 
Im. \ iP^y <i(>n/id«ir«iy0aM^>48Ot€4 Tm^'^aA P4ao9» 
9^ flte4' Awhwfs ,f)i: fbe E»eeutiQn8,of m^y Tho*- 
^s^.iWidfP .gaieti^ Tfiftitnoatesi of great Nim- 
I^s. m^f, ¥o»rl»h«9 AlclcfilR'id ; up ;a|pu£ H^ chavt 




Oop ?^, vT««(Bipty, fi) .^9»y. tei^r ?b th« yjejir u^i, 

su)4 Oafu 4)oC$i Sti^eeii U^Sc/HAmi* in the )^ 1497* 
^jpw. t^ QEw^ujBoit.i iii# tdakeft is, ^fiaft ^ 
timft lie rl^t io.mao9r.Ciij[&s« thii>' I lioi^ji: tjlp^y «in«$ 
^g^ ipiftgkfli. * ... , ;• .. 

Cieie£. If th$y vne^ SliSakon bMt in one h^ of 
ihofe Tryal^ ,it iwkes a y^ fedfii^afe: ^"4 bwep 
that they had all been committed to the Righteous 
|ii^, wh94otb .n$t ftfi^e^ tjtt^ ot^<}aales t^tare 
toft^for Man's Jii49n#nt Bijit ^I-guefs ri^, 
t^ ]My[ft^^ hjiye t>^ D^Wf 9ioie. -I . witt give ^^ 
fuf Rty^ns for myOpkimi ^d -t]^n tp^e it^.o|: 
ItWP it^ »s you thkfc fit. 

Ip :vi4^ ^^9^ fupiBi^tfjipjIs, but tliat logenioos Men 
Wlgte vgRtitf^ to fp^&.fe^ly, and the Gpv^rnopieiit 
t^tb ppt the ?a«iQJ4ntO' their tfcmds, t^jaj: they niighf 
mjikje^ftt|lTtyal i :tfe^ have ufuftlly dUcover'd Che^ 
at»i Ifppofture, H^§ j*e^ Boatter of Fifteen JFarnpu^ 
tjipteftj^gs .of fm^ r 9»Qy ^^ them a^ier judges, 
and Jprig^ and a Multitiide of Eye-Witnelies, h^l 
htt^ ^dfCeiy -d- Thefe give me a ftrong hHrfpicion, that 
tf iie reft had undergone as ftrift an Enquiiy, nioit (f^ 

i:h§9i wpujd hav^ be^ difcover'd: as weU as ibefe. 

f ■• . . • ■ . ■ - ■ » 

2d/y, I 
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7ify, I ath the ntdrc of this Mind, becaule, I dd- 
lerve, that tbo' thfe Rdadons ztt Written bjr thofe that 
' bdiev'd the Fafls, and told the Stories with as mucb 
Advantage as thby coilld well ^ yet, as I have in part 
<}bferVed already, ib I now add, that there are f^ of 
them Without Ibme very great Abfurdity or Fdly, that 
looks like an Afe'sEar out of a Lion's Skb, If any 
one (hall think' it worth his while, I believe he may 
coUeQ: out of the Books of Witchcraft, as many in- 
credible Tales, very near, as there are iii the Golign 
Legend. Now when Papifts had fwell*d their lyina 
Miracles into fuch aMultitude, our B^efarmrs^miXxxch 
to rejeft both the Stories, and the Doftrines that thsf 
proved by them, wkhout troubling themfidves to ac» 
count &r eVery {Mirdcular Relation. And as we havd 
reap'd a very lafting and happy Benefit fiom theif . 
Rund Judgment, I do not fee but We m^y, in part, 
apply their Example to the Cafe before us. 



jfe 



I obferve, "iifyy An unpardonable f^arti^itjr and 
jterfeft Humour in judging what ate Afts of Sorcery, 
and what are not. Tho^the Statute agjiinft Witchcraft 
forbids all Afts of Sorcery whatever, and all Charrts 
for employing Spirits 5 yet for difcovering a fiippos'd 
Witch, they allow any that call themfelves Accufets, 
to ufe barbarous and unnatural Charms, which iiiuft 
have their Fotce, if they have any at all, fiom the 
fime Diabolical Power, becaufe they are no natural 
Caufes of futh Effefts. They allow them, for In^ 
ftance, to draw Blood by fcratching : To fet the Bottle 
and Urine upon the Fire, wdl cork= d and tied down % 
and to burn Cakes made of the Party's Water. iUl 
thefe are feeking to, and ccmfulting with the Devil, 
and employing of him, and ufing the Vinculum PdSii 
and are within the Reach of the Statute againft Witch* 
craft-, and yet all thefe they confefs c» thenafelves^ 
4Uid pta&ife unpunifh'd, and th'uik it 00 harm. But 

this 
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this is the ntmoft Partiality, or rather mere Wanton- 
4ieB in judging ; For whether Ibcfa Compacts are reaf, 
m only imaginary, they ought to be poniflied equdfy 
tsx both Sides, without Refpefl of Perfens. See mo± 
i]f this in the &th Chapter, or Eicamination of the 

^^ryad, befine the Lord Chief Baron HaUs^ 

, - ' • ' ■ ... V. 

1 • ■ ■ ' ' 

-^ 4thly, I obferve farther. That the Numb«s of 
Witches/^ the (iippos'd Dealings of Spiric^h/v^ith 
diem, incveaie or decreale, according to the Law^, 
and Nodons, and Principles of the i^verai Timas^ 
Blaoes, aod Princes. 

t In ^ Time$ of the K^;«M Empire, ibmeofthe 
iSln^ars oondemn'd Witches, others would not 
' ^ In L^ainy where Remgius^ by his Principles, could 
IkidElE^ttea Hundred in Fifteen Years, I do not xxch 
deriftand, diat there are more now than in oth^ Places. 
/hi Saoc^^ Sfdin and Germany^ fince Philoibphy and 
Learning have prevaird, they have but few, thoc^h 
great Multitudes before. 

- ^ot^^^france was as much v«^d widi J^ccufi- 
tkais of fuppos'd Witches 5 biit fihce they hat^ dift 
Gourag'd Profecutions, they have been in much more 
]^de aM Fteedom from them. 
; In ^s Colfe8ion that I hav6 made, it is ob<? 
iervable, that in 109 Years, from the Statute againlt 
Witchaaftto the 33^ of Iknry VIII. till 1644, when 
we were in the midit of our Civil Wars, I find but 
about Fifteen executed. But in the iixieen Yeats 
following, while the Government was in other 
Hands, there were an Hundred and nine, -if not 
anore, condemned and hangM, In the five Years fol^ 
Ibwii]^, before the late Notions were well ccHifideredi 
Ifini five Witches condemned, and three of them, if 
not all five, executed ^ and three after at Exeter^ i6i2^ 
Since then, chat is, in thirty five Years lafk-paft, I 
have not yet met with one Wkch hang'd in E^lamL> 
In ScotlMd^ indeed, and A^to/^B^^J, ievetii^ila3^ 

E fuf- 
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fu&rcdi but in fj^Uni not one, tbit I kiii^ti 

Then by this Viov that I have laid before y^^ 
it appears, that in a little moie than one Centui) 
(rom the Year 1484* when Pope bmacem put §6ini 
his fuperftiuoys ^ii^if, th^e were more &cecuti6ns oi 
liippos d Witches, than had been, I believe, from the 
B4[inning of the World till then. What ilie tiarticQ- 
|ar Principles of that Age vvere, are vneU Imawii^ 
and I will confider more particularly by and by4 At 
tfre&nt I only &y, that it is from thefe OUervatfcHis 
that I ground my Rule, that Witchcraft folbms JPriH- 
£iplcs. The Number of Witches iwceaifo or d^- 
creates, fording as thefe Principles prevail or tie si^ 
ploded : And therefore, it leems to me, that if not: 
altogether, yet for ^e grqat^ Part, they aie made 
by the Imaginations of Mm* 

I make no great doubt, but that we have as many 
Pevils now amongft us, as they had ia other Ages 4 
for we have as many Temptati(H)S, and LiM^ and 
Thefts, and Adulteries, and Murde», that are the 
Devils Works : But our Witches, for theptefent, are 
gone after the Toet^s Gods, and ModerM Kfirics. But 
Imuft add, that they are not lb fo from us^ 
but that, if we (hould have a Prince, and Judges, and 
Juries, and Witch-finders, of the fime Principles^ 
that ^nd out lb many before in two Years time, in 
^11 Probability, they would find out as many now. 

Adv. Do not run Irom your Point. Your Ob&tT 
Yation was, that Witchcraft followed Frinci^/es, I al* 
low you, that the Difcauerji of Witches doth firfkw 
Pr'uiqjpl^-, for if Men believe none, it is not likdy 
thev mould find any : But then, it may be, it is thdr 
tTnbelief and wrong Principles that are the Reaiba 
why they are neither fa;ind out, n(v look'd for. If 
therefore you will bring this Point to a certain Iflue, 
give me one Catalogue of fucb Principles and Notions 
as have prevailed where matiy Wiiches were found, or 

ftp- 
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flpfMild to be fcrnhd \mi another of fbch as hax}^ 
jM^evaiied wheare Men have found out F^ ^ that we 

'"' tnay judge vrtiether kind of Principles ate mote found 

W' «nd rational. For if the Principles upon which Men 

"^ mexK when fuch ^«at Nunibers were convifted, be 

^l tttWB and right, the Qpeftion will ftill ftick by vou ^ 

I* for they could not be miftaken in Matter of Faft; in 

^* ft vciy maiy Cafes. 

^ Q^g. You put me upon a very difficult Task, 

* *vhen you defire me to reduife thefe two lores of Prin- 

• Ijples into Order for a View. For both the Subjefl: 
'{ itielf is difficult, and the Opinions of thofe that de- 
^ imd the vulgar Notions, are fo confus'd and contra- 
^ didoty, that it is impofiible to bring them into any 
^ tintaiii Rules. 

As fome Ages have had the Appearance of many 
Witches, and others of few; fo in fbme Ages, 
•Witches and their Works, and Confe(Hons, are quite 
dMIfetent fiom others. A Hebreto Witch, a fagan 
Witch, a Lapkffi Witch^ an Mian Witch, a Ff9- 
tiftam Witch, and a ?opiJh Witch, »e different from 
CM another ) fome in Honour, and fome in DIP 
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Then for the Degrees of the Perfons Guilt in thole 
Cafe, where there are the greatdt Proof of fupet- 
natural A£lions, I nneet with that which makes the 
iCaie very entangled ^ f<x there is, as the Books upon 
iStm Sttbjdft tdl us, the Curfmg Witch, and the 
Bleffing 5 the Witch by Art^ and the Witch by Cam- 
paS. And laftly, ther/lff/w Witch, and the f^ijjive. 
By theB^//r6 that is only VaJJhe, I fuppofe mult bs 
meant, one that does not deftre this Familiarity with 
Spirits \ but the Spirits obfefs^ Haunt and Dog them, 
dnd take Occafion, without bidding, to fui61 their 
jMfiionate Words, and do odd Tricks in Places where 
ihefe Perfons have been, and (hew them PeopJes For- 
times whether they will or no-, as fome of the 5^- 
Mndrjighted Men in Scot /and are -laid to count it an 

E 2 Affliaion 
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Affliftion to them \ but yet they cannot av&id it. 
Now if Spirits without any Cortipaft wiir do fiich 
things as thefe, then many ftraike Fafts caay be 
really true ^ and yet the Peribn accus d may only have 
been an obfefs'd, tempted Perfbn, or a D^moma^^ or 
perhaps a very Religious Peribn, purfued out of Spite 
by the Devil, becaufe (he is better than her Neigh- 
bours. I do not lay it is lb 5 but who knows his De- 
vices > Aild this I will fay, That thofe preternatural 
Signs of Witchcraft, very often fell againft fuch, as 
in all Appearance, are very virtuous Perlbns, thou^ 
ufually poor •, and thole aSllEted Perlbns th^t ,have 
been the Acculers, have often had great Appearance of 
being Damomacs, We have been apt to wonder why the 
Devil had fbrlaken our Age, that we had no FoffeJJiMs 
amonjjft us, when in ancietjt Times they had lb many: 
But if they that have been thought to have been beviitdfi^ 
hive really been Demoniacs, zn^ the Devil by their Mouths 
hath carried on his great Work of felfe acculing^ and 
murdering innocent People y thj^ we mud own, be hath 
done by Craii, what he could not do by direft Temp- 
tation, and hath made thole very Men his Tools to 
carry on his Plots, who verily believ'd they had been 
deftroying his Works. As I am only (hewing the 
great Difficulty of thefe Cafes, I do not alfert this ; 
hat I will fay, there are fome Appearances that look 
that w^ \ and I wifh thole that think them&lves 
moft aflured in thofe Qyeftions, may very wdl con- 
fider it. 

That we might judge when the Conleflions of 
Witches |M:oceed ftom a fbund Mind, and when ftom 
Inu^wation and Vapours^ it would be necdlaiy we 
Ihould have fbme fix d Bounds of the Power of Spirits, 
that we might know wheh they pafs'd the D^ees 
of Poffibility. But here the Wifeft of Men have not 
been able to lay down any certain Rule. Some fiy, 
the Devil cannot really controul the L^ws of Natures 
Others fay, . Nature is a meet Jeft with him. Some 
; .. think. 
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^yc, they may fifely lay, he cannot really tranP 
fettri a J^an or a Woman into a Cat •, and that there-^ 
feare when old Women confHs fuch Things, they are 
to be thought mad •, but Dr. More believed he could 
tiansfbmi them/ and tells the way how he doth it* 
Amidate i^nft Athei/m, jrf. Book, 1 itb Chapter. 
- Concerning the Nature, and Will, and Defigns of 
%irits, though we are very fiire of their Being ^ yet 
we are by no means able to lay down fife Rules^ 
by which, we may judge of their Anions and In- 
tentions^ . Some thinks and have written, that there 
are harmlels Spirits, that ate in a kind of middle 
&ate bbtwixt Angels and Devils : And if fb, one 
wmM think, it fhould be no capital Ofibnce to have 
GMMiuiiion with them. U. Infiitor tells us of the 
Gtnerqfity . ( Nobi/itas ): of Ibme Devils \ and what 
Rule can we lay down to diftinguifli thefe geaerous^ 
Dfevils^ ftom good Angpls? Dr. More tells us of 
ofher Spitits, that are very great Fools ^ that there 
are astgreati Fools iri the ower Worli as there are in 
this. And if this be true, they may a£k incoherently, 
and eootxary to: their own Interefts } and we cair ne- 
ver know what Judgment to . make of their Aftions. 
Othias tdl us of ludicrous^ frolickfome Devils ; and if 
l^iece b^.fucb. How do we know biit fbme of them 
jiW-do: odd Things, on purpofe to make Spc^rt even 
' isjltn Courts of juftice, if they happen to be too cre- 
dulous, and lay too much Weight upon the Evidence 
of their Fa£b. 

All that we can h(»e to preferve i^ ftom going 
wrong in thefe dark Ways, is the good Providence 
c£ God Almighty. But who dare. venture to de- 
termine what God will fuffer, and what he will not ? 
Bis way is in the Sea, and his paths in the deep 
waters. IBs judgments are u^fearchable^ and his 
vmys pafi finding our Who knows whether he may 
not permit fuch things^ on purpole to prove Judg^ 
and Juries, how wile and valiant they will be in 

E 3 defend- 
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defending the Lives of the Ydoif and Innocent -^ AsmI 
when eicher they, or Kings are ignoiant^ wicked, 
€>r fupeiftitious, How many Thcmfiind innocent Lives 
doth he fufFer to &11 by their Hands in all Ages ? 
Since God hath warned us fuflfciently of Satan's De* 
vices, Who can lay to what Degree God may per- 
mit him to u& his natural Crait and jSubtilty, bii 
purpofe to try how watchfid we will be agairA 
him ? And fince all the old Heathen Idolaofies and 
Popifh Superftitions were eftaUifhed by theur giving 
heed to feducing Spirits % and fince it is tinder Pro* 
phecy, that the World, in the latter Timeif will bo 
deceived by evil Spirits ag^n \ What Madmefs is it' 
to let tbete Spuits, and their Works^ have any Cro** 
dit with us in Tryals where the Lives arid IlepcU 
tations of our Chriftian Brethren are unddr C^MH 
ftion ? : - ' -' 

Thefe things being every way fb dark and doubi^^t 
ful I as Atheiftical Men deny all, wife Men have 
thought it neceflary to be wonderfiilly caotiQas in 
Penal Laws ; and tho' at other times they will dHt 
courfe thefe Points with Freedom, and indioe to 
that which is moft probable i yet where tfaeif 
Neighbour's Blood or Reputation is at Stake, they^ 
think thev are bound to keep to fhme fevt^ Mb^^ 
negative Rules ^ and as far £S I can judge, thefhave' 
been fueh as thde : 

1. Do not intrude into Things that you- hav^ 
not feen, Q>1 2. 18. 

2. Even good Splits are no leg4 £vid€mce in 
our Courts, What Credit then an we give u> the 
DevMl's Words or Actions 5 or to the Woflpds or^ 
Anions of thofe that are afted by him? 
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3. We muft not make our Neighbour fiifier for 
fuch Harms as the Devil does. As the Serpent 

will 
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WtSU bite withont bidding, fo the Devil will do Mif- 
diief without oat Leave ^ and, perhaps, father his 
A£li(Mtt tipon tbofi that have uo G>nceni in them. 

4. We can no more convl£l a Witch upon 
tiie Tricks of Swimming, Scratching^ Touching, or 
»v- othtt (lich experiments, than we may convifi 
tTNtfm^n the Tryal df the Sieve and Shears. 
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1. A» fuih ditf^ih Tricks. iN:e thfown, with Scorn, 
out of all other Trials, they ought not to be legaided 
in thefe of Witchcraft. 

■ r* f •* • 

1 I • 

-' 5. Witches Co'nfeffions h^ve fi> 6ften been ex< 
tMtedv lb often .^ Efitd^l of Dilbaaion, proceeding 
fiom long Watching and Toftures, or Diftempers, 
and have U> often been fi>und contrary to plain Truth, 
tiMC thfif iie liot ik he believed againft the Probability 
of Things, ind tiie mkM Oircilftiflante^ of A£lt6n& 

^. '^ii^'-ddii ^ tinaccoontable die to be ce-r 
Ipited till we und^lafid theni. 

' 7# Wh^ there Is no known Rule to decide bjr, 
make no Judgment ' 

8^ it hetomes us* to fhew oat fzi^ in God, by 
leaving doubtful Cafes tt> his Pr6Videhce, which is 
powemdly prdent and a0:tve in the World, 

Thefe, or fuch like, I t»kfe td be the ftfcet Princi- 
ples of thofe Times and, Places that have been trou- 
ibd with ftw Witches. 

• 1*cfe Aat fottoifr, are a Catalogue of the Prin- 
ciples of tfiofe Timeis and Men that have been trtitt* 
bled wkh and have hang'd great Numbers. 

E 4. I. That 
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1. That tbe Devil cannot make a Perlbn in Fits 
think tbey fee the Shape or Apparition of ano- 
ther, unlets that Perfbn hath made a Compa£l« 
See J^ng James's Damm. 

2. That, therefore the SpeSral Evidence, (i. e^) 
the diili£ted Parties thinking they lee the Peribos 
that tprment them, may be given in Evidence. See 
the Thaice of mji Tryats^ and Ddlton' sQmmfy-i 

Jujlice. 

3. That it is lawful to try the fupppofed Witcfi^ 
by obferving how the affli6:ed Party is afl^ed at 
the Touch of her. See tbe Tryal b^(^e Jitigt Ffato, 
and Sadd. DebeU. p. 48. 

■ 

4. That it is lawful to ufe the Lord's Prayer &r a 
Teft to diicover them. Sadd. DehelL pu 54. 

5. That Swimming b a fiir Tryal of a Wkcli. 
}^ng JamesV Dam. atidSerfvmns. , 

6. That want of Tears is another Mark, $add. 

DebeU. p. 54. 

7* That infeidible Parts and Teats are Sigos of 
Witchcraft. P^Xtoii^Coumry-^pce. 

8. That the Devil's Mark may be like a Flea- 
bite. p«&<?«'s Country-Juftice, 

9. That the Devil can do more when he Itatjh/ a 
Witch s Cpmmiilion, than he can do withpiani it. 
IVir. Baxter'^ Qrtmty ef the World ^ S^itf^ , 

10. That 
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< 10. That Vtrftm a^abiks 19 otfaa dies, even 
iD&tnoQS Petfbns, are lawful Evidoioe in the Caie 
of WitchaafL Sadd.DebtU. p. 59. 

• ' . • 

II. . That Tortures, may be made ufe of to extort 
Confeffions. &e the FraSice of Loraip, Scotland, 
Md mofi Naiicms. 

12. That the Witches may be kept long from 
Sleep, and then be examined. It hath been j&id by 
thei;Witch-finders, in their own Juftification, that 
locanfe our B^g^/b Lstw does not allow Tortures^ 
the People have made life of this keeiring them 
jiwa^e. and finmming^ and walking of them betwixt 
two till they have not been able to: ftand for Weari- 
nels, which is both a great Torture, and exceedingly 

^Itbfdeis the Underftanding. 

«... . . I 

* I meet with little Mention of I/Mps in any Couh- 

* try but ours, where the Law makes the feeding, 

* fiiGkliaj& or reJvaidfajg of them to beFdony 5 but 
igft our Witch-finders, it hath been a Rule, 
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13. That the liifpeaed Witches may be watched 
t\l^ thm.https appesu:; and thek In^s may come in 
j^eLSha^ftf Cf/x, Dtfgs^ Rats, Mice, Sfiders, Ykat^ 
Nits, Birds, FUcs^ a Toad, a Fr^f,' a Hen, a Oow 
a linmet^ er a Mole* 






*■ This is a pemidous way of Tiyal, becaufe it 
^ WM be fiiai^e if no Creature (hould happen 
f nesif thetn: Bonte, if we knoiw aqf th'if» of Spi-, 
< ri«s« ,^ is .c(»iaadi6toi]r to the tnie Notion of 
' theqa $: for if they aie, or can make themlelves 
* ini^bky What figiafies watching. 

14. When 
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14. When tbe Accafid aie upoA tlielf firyd-fbr 
bewitching ai^ particular Perfon, it is lawfiil to ^ve 
in Evidence Matters that. are no ^ajrs relating to that 
Fa£(, and done many Years befi>re y and which con- 
fypxnilY they cannot be pr^ored to anfwet ' to. 
$fe mft Tryals. - ^^ 

, . y , -> 

15. That ill Fame of their Anceftors is a realbna- 
^le Ground of Sufpicioik > ^^ *" . 

16. That Itnpjs vaa/f be keot in Pots, <M:'t>t6)^ 
VeiTels} and that the Pots and FlaiiOfts wb«e thM-fii 
kept, ftiidc deteftiUy ^ and: ttadid chenfore iadi- Kink* 
ing Places in thek Hoofes are Signs that th^ bav# 
Imps. J)attoris.Ommry'Jufiue^ c. It8. 

» . . .. 1 • • 

- 17. That received Rules, tbit htvci bWS fftiaHM 
by Courts of Juftice, ate not to be examined tqr Rea- 
fon. SdM.V«b*U. - - ^ '.' 



r ' 



18. That tho'ttele Arguments ft^i. afe fiwi bondiu- 
ding, yet ieveiai of tfaem together stfe irafeteflt^ a» Fiv^ 
little Candles give as much Light as one great one. Sadd. 
BebeU. p. $1. Whkh,, by the way, is a »ll«1ous Com- 
pariibn ^ for Forty bad Argtiment$ piOfe n^MMe than 
cHie, that \^ nqihing at all ; tot iioul ncyor lM^£dld 
to of liglited Cannes in a^ Room^ 






This is the Second View of Principles , and tho' 
I will confider tfieto moie particv^ly andiiward» I 
think, I ms^ &y at pre(ent, liiat tbey ar&uiiii^i^-^ 
rid, fiq>eifiitiou9^ and &i&. Atsi fiim it ig^^tneid 
Faa^ that Natioi» and Ag8S have/ many Witches' 
or few Witches, according as they have allowed oF 
more or fewer of diefe rrhicif^ ^ the gnett Num- 
ber of Executions weighs very little with me. Tho^^ 
tbeie,^ Tragedies have been iad and many, I think 
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it is God's Metcjr tllere ktve been no more ^ fer 
tio' Tudies may have been othetwife great Men, 
and taken Car6, that is nothing. Falfe Principles will 
make fidfe Conclnfions. In AtiAmetick, he that 
works by a falie Rule will have a &Ife Sum, and 
if he woiks by it a hundred Times, and with never 
fo great.Cire, itwiU ^ve a hundred wrong Infiances 
as Well ds one; 



CHAP IV. 



i*a*l 



Of the Suffolk Witches. 

Aiv nnHfiRB is no doubt to be» made >it. 
^: Tl tto 3»e Caft of Witchcraft is a v«y^ 
tender and difficult Point i but W co^er, Thi» 
Anwment df yours is Notion againft Faft , and be- 
fi^ 4t is^ too geneial, ilf Dal^ verfii «» gentra*- 
mi; Let us examine fome of the naore famous O* 
fes mo« particularly. Pertoos ^^"^J^J^' 
ceeded bf jicfe Rol^. And I will begm w«h *ofe 
t^t w«S, eiecuted tt iBmy St. mtmwdi in Si#^' 
aad the irtghbowing eototiesl You have redwned 
r atawrourfflbreTtnd Mr. M/ gith» they^ wi^e- 
n«r a hundred. You impute their Coijtonnation to 
Jg xM^f*^ hf thofe Times. But Mr. Baxter ^/wj 



«, amber Mccm of them ij t»iU repe^ f '"J"^ 
Words. They are in his Qrtamty ef the World 4f 

S$irits. p. 52. 



hanguig. 



«« S$^elk, zniEffex, by the Dtfcovety of one ^- 
« kiis in 1645, and 1646, is femoutty known. Mr. 
*':G,kMy wentaloa^ widi the Judges w the Circuit, 
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^^ to hear thdr Confefllions, and fee t&at tHeie were . 
" DO Fraud or Wroi^ done them. I fpake with': 
^^ many undedlandlng, pious and credible Perform, 
^^ tbat lived in the Countries, and (bme that went 
*• to them to the Prilbns, and heard their: lad Con- 
^^ fefiions. Aniongf): the reft, an old Readii^ Paribn . 
*^ named hmf, not far .fiom Franfgh^ham^ 'was one 
^' that was hanged \ who confefled, that he had Two 
" Imps, that one of them was always putting him on 
** doing Mifchief, and (he being near the Sea) as»he 
*' faw a Ship under fiil, it moved him to fend him 
*' to fink the Ship, and he confented, and fiw the 
** Ship fink before him. . One penitent Woman con- 
*' felled, tlat her Mother lying fick, and (he looking 
*' to her, Ibmewhat like a Mole ram into . the Bed 
*' to her, whicli fhe being ftartled at, her Mother 
•* bjad her not fear it, but gftve it her, laying, keep 
^ this in a Pot by the Fire, £?V: and thoii (nflt/iie^ 
•^ ver want. She did as (he was bid 5 (hojtly after 
<* a poor Boy (feemingty) came in, and aft'd leave 
** to fit and warm him at the Fire, and when he 
** was gone,' the found Money under theStool^ and 
^ afterwards oft did fo again, and at laft laid hold 
•* of her, and drew Blood of her, and fhe made no 
" other Compaft with the Devil, but that her Imps .r 
^^ fudged her Bloiod; and as I heard (he was deli- 
'^ vered. Abundance of fad Confefllions were made 
^^ by them ; by which Ibme teftified, that there are 
^* certain Pumftiments tUat th^/ wer^ to tmdergo^ 
** if they did not Ibme huift as was appointed thenni. — 
jRiefe are Mn Baxter's Words^ what have you to 
JJqr againft them ? 

Oerg. I lay, that by Mn Baxters Method of wri- 
ting Hiftories, 1 fee one of the Ways, how' lying 
L^ends come to get Belief in the World, In the 
beginning there '5s fomething true for a Foundation/ 
Forty or Fifty Years after, when the Parties con- 
cerned 
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cei ned are dead, Meii of too ealjr a BeBef venture 
to pubtifh hearlay Stories. None trouble themfelves 
to confuife them , or if they do , many Times the 
Confuteticm is feen but by a few, and may Ibon be 
loft, wh«i the Hiftoiy may continue : As very like- 
ly Mr. Baxtef's Bbok upon fuch an acceptable Sub- 
jeft; may have a Tenth impreffion, when this obfcure 
Dialdgue will be forgotteh. Thus fibulous Hiftories 
get Qedit, arid poifon the Generations after them« 

You tnttft know then, that in the Years 1 644, 164 j» 
and 1^4^, Maithep) Hopkins of Manningtree in Effex^ 
and on^ John Stern, md a Woman along with them, 
went round fiom Town to Town, throu^ many 
Parts of EJfeXy Suffolk^ Norfolk^ and Uuntirigtanjhire^ 
to difcover Witches. Several Qergymen preached, 
and fpake againft them, as far as thole Times would 
ftaSer, and particularly Mr. Gaul, of Stot^hton, ia 
Ihmingtonjhire^ oppofedvery heartily that Trade, that 
thele People drove. In the beginning of his Book, 
he hath printed a Letter, that Hopkins wrote to one 
in his Town. I will put down the Letter juft as 
Mr. Gaul printed it \ becaule it (hews us the Man, 
and the gainful Trade they made of it, and how anjr 
that oppofed them were difcouraged by the Com- 
mittees. 
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M. AT. 

MY Service to yoiu: Worfliip prelented^ I 
** have this Day^ received a Letter, Q^c. 
to come to a Town called Great Stougbton, to learch 
for evil difpoled Perfons called Witches (tho' I 
hs3ixe your Minifter is iarre againft us through 
Ignorance.) I intend to come (God willing) the 
Iboner to heare his fingular Judgement in the be- 
telfe of luch Parties •, I have known a Minifter 
in Suffolk preach as much againft thehr Difcovery 
in a Pulpit, and forced to recant it, (by the Com- 

mittef. 
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^ mitteej in the fiitne Place. I madi mamSfr Hidi 
^* evil Members fhould have aiqr, (much moio aqy 
•* of the Qergy; who fliould daylv pieaeh. Tciiouf 
*^ to convince luch O&nderS) fiana up to take tittk 
V Parts 9 aminft fuch as are CooiphunaQts ipr the 
^' King, and Sufferers themlelves with th^Families 
*• and Eflates. I intend to give your Town a Vi- 
'^ fite fuddenly. I am to conie to JQfubdlton this 
^ Week, and it (hall be tenne to one, but I will 
come to your Town firft, but I would certainly 
know afore, whether your Town affords many Stick- 
lers for fuch Cattell, or willing to g^ve and affi>xd 
us good Wekome and Entertainmeor^ as otfaet* 
^ where I have beene, elfe I (hall wave your Store 
*^ (not as yet beginning m any Part of it my iflf) 
^ and betake me to luch Places, where I dot, and 
^ may perltft without Controle, but with Thanks and 
^ Recompenle. So I humbly take imy \m^t >^ 
*• reft 

TourSirvantto he Commanded 

Matthew Hopkins. 

In the 77th Page of his Book, after the mention 
of 12 very ridiculous Signs of Witchcraft, top much 
made ufe of at that Time, Mr. Gaul proceeds : " To 
^^ all thefe, I cannot but add one at large, which I 
" have lately learnt, partly ftom fbme 0)mmunica* 
tion I had with one cA the Witchfinders (as they 
call themj pardy from the Confefllion (which i 
^' heard) of a mfpe^ed, and a conmiitted Witch, lo 
^ handled as (he (aid, and pardy as the Country 
People talk of it. Having taken the fufpefted 
Witch, (he is placed in the middle of a Room^ 
upon a Stool or Table, crofs legg'd, or in Kcmic 
other unealy Pofture, to which if (he fubmits not 
'^ (he is then bound with Cords*, there is (he watch'd 

and 
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rmdiept without Mea^:, or Sbep, for the Spce 
of Foyr and Tmnty Hmts. (For they fiy, within 
that Time, they (hall lee ho: Imp come and liick.) 
A Ut4e Hdie is likewile made in the Door for 
the Imps to icome in at ^ and left it (hould come 
in feme lels diix^dible Shape, they that watch, are 
taQght to be ev^ and anon fweeping the Room» 
and if they Isq aqy Spiders, or Flics, to kill them. 
And if th^ a»W9t kill tton, then they may be 
im^ they 4K her Imps. 



It vvss very reciuiiite, that theleWitdifinders (hoold 
ISfhe me to go to n<> Towns, but where they might 
4o what they would, without being controlled by 
Sticklers^ but if the Times had not been as they 
were, thi^ would huve found few Towns, where they 
mi^t he fuflfered to ufe the Tryal of the Stool, 
th^t vras as bad as moftTortures« Do but inrugine 
9 poor old Creature, under all the Weaknefi and 
Infirmities <£ dd Age, let Ijke a Fool in the mid^ 
die of a Room, with a Rabble of Ten Towns round 
about her Hoqle; Then her tegs tied crols, that all 
the Weight of her Body might reft upon her Seat* 
By that means, after ibme Hours, that the Circulation 
of the Blood would be much ftopped, her fitting would 
be as pamfid as the wooden Uorfe. Then me muft 
continue in her Pain Four and Twenty Hours, with- 
out either Sleep or Meat *, and fince this was their 
ungodly way 01 Trial, what wonder was it, if when 
they were weary of their Lives, they confefled any 
Tales that would pleafe them, and many Times they 
luiew not what? 

And the Truth of this doth not only xdEt upon 
hiuQauiSi Teftimony, but the Tradition of the Coun- 
try confirms it. I can add one Cale, that happened 
near HMne in Suffolk^ which I had from a Gen- 
tlewoman of very great Piety and Virtue, and which 

I hav^ 
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I have heard confirmed by maof others. She fiud^ 
when the Witchfinders came into that Neighbour- 
hood, they had one Woman under Tryal, who, Qis 
verily believed was innocent 9 but bd[ng kept loqg 
faffing, and without Sleep, (he con&fs'd and calkd 
her Imp Nan. This good Gentlewoman told me, 
that her Husband, (a very learned ingenious Gentle- 
man^ having Indignation at the Thhig, he and ihe 
went to the Houle, and put the Feeble out of Doors, 
and gave the poor Woman Ibme Meat, and let her 
go to Bed, and when (he had flept, and was come 
to herlelf, (he knew not what (he had confe&^d, 
and had nothing (he called A'^^ir, but a Pullet, that 
Ihe iometimes called by that Nafqp. 

If they could not extort 1 Gonfeflion by the Stool, 
they had other Ttyals. They walked them betvrixt 
Two, and when they were faint and weary, the Two 
People held them from filling, and fi)rced them to 
continue walking, if they would not confefi. Then 
they (earched every feaet Part of thek Bodjr for 
Teats, and Marks. And if all the(e failed, then thejT 
were to be tried by Swimming, with their Thumbs 
and Toes tied crcrfs one another. I have met with 
feveral, that remember the Swimming of great Nunf^ 
bers : And there is one Pool, where they ufed to 
try them, not fer from Ualflein^ which is caUed 
Witches-Tool to this Etay. 

Thefe Things g3ve fuch juft Offence, that the Re* 
port of their ill Arts was carried to the Parliament. 
But it was to that Piece of a Parliament, that re- 
mained in the Year 1645, when the King's Forces 
were beaten, and tho(e that would have c^pofed 
fuch Proceedings, were driven out of the Houfe ; And 
' therefore initead of Remedy, the EflFeft was, that they 
joined Two of the leading Minifters of their Party 
in a C<Hnmi(rion with the Judge of the Affize' (S»- 

jeant 
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jeaflt Godboli) and the Juftices that were then in Autho 
" ritjr. Mr. Fairclough of Ketton^ was one of the two 
Minifters, (See his Life by Mr. dark ;) and before he 
iat upon the Bench , he preached Two Sermons to 
the Court in one of the Churches in Bury. What 
Notions he laid before them to proceed upon, we 
cannot now fiy •, but the EfFeO: was, that thejr went 
on to execute them in great Numbers : And there- 
fore we may believe, he recommended thele Prole- 
cutions as a Piece of Piety, and Reformation, that 
fhewed the Zeal of their Time, above our lukewarm 
Temper. But the Clergy of our Church oppofed' 
them as far they had Power. And what the witty 
Men thought of it , we may lee by the ingenious 
Author oiUudibroiy who writ foon after that Time. 

Hath not this frefent Parliament 

A Ledger to the DevU fent^ 

FuUy empower d to treat about 

Finding revolted Witches out? 

And hot not he^ within a Tear^ 

Hanid Three (core of them in one Shire ? 

Some only for 'not being drown' d: 

And fome for fitting above Ground 

Whole Ktghts and Days upon their Breeches^ 

And feeling ¥ain^ were hangd for Witches. ; 

And fome for putting Knavifh Tricks 

Upon green Geefe and Turkey Chicks y 

Or Figs that fuddenly deceasd 

Of Griefs unnatural^ asheguefsi^ 

Who after provd himfelf a Witch, 

And made a Rod for his own Breech. 

Hudib. 2^ part, Canto m. 

Thefe Two laft Verfes, I fuppofe, relate to that 
which I have often heard •, That Hopkins went on 
fearching, and fwhnming the poor Creatures, till 
ibme Gepdemen, out of Indignation at the Barbarity, 

F took 
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took hifriT, and tied his own Thumbs ir\i Tdes, sfs 
l!e nfed to tie others, and when 'he u^s ]fiut into 
the Wsft^r, he himfelf iwam as they did. Hiat 
'Cleared the ^Cotmtiy of liiffi -, and tt was a gf eat 
deal of.Fity, thatt they did nottWnk of theExpe- 
llment focfrter. 

Ado. Yoti att angry, hdcswTe thfey hanged xxp 
ij>wes, the Rrading tariSn. 

Clerg. In filch a liifid df a rardefs Contempt, I 
^find , -Mr. Baxter ^trienrtdfis ^x. Tj&des., sin ancient 
t::i^mkft, ite'ar Fdtificbre V^edi^ old, ttfhotti -they 
^hanged op amongft the reft. Bat 1 cSnilot but -wdiV 
^er , "What ftiotild m^ Mr. Baxters Informer ie- 
mdmber that X^ircumftaflce «f his life, that he Ms 
a Reading hiflbn, ani vvBy Mr. Baxter ftiould jttint 
that Word in a different Charafter, that the Reader 
might take ftottee'to 'fpesk. it with ah ^Emphafis: 
But he knew who*be wrote fOr^ artd that that would 
make them believe any Tiling 'that Was ill of him, 
upon a very flender ft'o6f. 

Adv. There "was. no 'need'of *Pr6(3^f, for Mt.- Baxter 
fays, he coiifefs'd, *' That he had Two Imps, and that 
" one of them was always jwttiiig 'him on doing 

Mifchief •, and (being near the Sea) as lie iaw a 
*' Ship Urtdef '^fiil, it moved ^Wm 'to Tend ^Him to 
" fiiik the Ship, Sartd he' conlehtcd, andfaw the Ship 
" fink before Vim. 

Qerg. I am bound^iirCharity to think, thkt Mn 
Baxter believed this *Stoty, 6r ^oiherwife ^that he 
would not h2tve«printed it : Biit 1 afk you,* Whether 
you believe it your lelf > 
/ Adv. What fe the Reafoh why you db not? 

Qerg. Becaufe it is a monftrous Tale, without 
any tolerable Proof to fupport it. For confider 
this Matter wdl. Hefe is a Ship, We ^re told, 
•tinder lail : There niuft be many 'Sotik In it ili6ut 
their lawfiil Occafiorts, and many families at 'Land 
depending upon it for their Livdihood. ^As this 

Ship 
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Ship paft .by xhe Coaft of Sufo/k- there happened 
in Sight, a Man that bad nothing elfe to do, but 
oblerve this Ship. He .could have no particular 
Malice, nor any Temptation of .Gain .5 ^r he inew 
not whofe the Ship was, ,nca: was likely to get any 
Thing by the Lofs of it^ only an Imp that he had 
with him had a Mind to deftroy it ^ ^nd without 
any Notice or Acknowledgment of -God, aflcs leav^ 
of this Man, as if Ships lailed by his Permiffion* 
To I pleale .his' Imp, he gives his Content for the 
Wreck, and the Imp funk it .before his, Face. When 
wife Men believe wonderful Things, thpy take;Car4 
that the. Proof be as . extraordinary tto Juppprt it .* 
Biit in this Cafe, we ^have no corroborating Cic- 
cumftances of Time, or Place, or the .blame of th^ 
Ship , or any Witnefles, in a Cafe that re^uirq^ 
vaft Numbers., that could depofe, that at fuch a 
Time, that very Ship by Name, or at leaft a Ship 
particularly defcribed, did fink miraculoufly, when 
it -had a calm Sea and a Sir -Wfind, without ei- 
ther .Rock or Tempeft. Inftead of thefe kind of 
Probabilities, we have an intimation of another Na* 
ture : He was a maf^nant Parlbn, that read Homi- 
lies, and ibme wandring fcandalous People, that tpok 
up a Trade to get their Bread amoogft the Rabble, 
by finding out Witches, Iwore, that when he .was 
und^ their Tryals, he confelTed fuch a Thing ag^inft 

himfelf. 

Mv. Then did not he confeis Ms before the 
Commifiioners, at the Time of bis Tryal? ^ 

Clerg. No, but nwiatained his Innpcence .ftoutly^ 
and challenged them to th^e Proof of fuch Things 
as th^y bid to hisChargp. I had this irom a.P«r- 
ion of Credit, who was then in Court, and.hearf 
his Tryal. I may add,' that tho' his Cafe is re- 
membered better than any others thai: fufFered, yet 
I ne\^er heard any one. i^eak of him,. but with great 
CompaffioD, becaufe of his Age and CharaOier, and 
' / F 2 ' ' their 
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their Belief of his Innocence : And when he came 
to his Execution, becaufe he would have Chriftian 
Burial, he read the Office himfelf, and that way 
committed his own Body to the Ground, in fure 
and certain Hope of the Refurreftion to eternal 
Life. 

In the Notes upon thofe Verles that I quoted- out of 
Hudibraij it is laid, that he had been a painful Preach- 
er for many Years, I may add for Fifty, for 16 long he 
had been Vicar ofBranaeJion in the County of Suffolk^ 
as appears by the Time of his Inftitution. That I 
might know the prefent Senfe of the chief Inhabi- 
tants of that Place, I wrote to Mr. Wiljon^ the In- 
cumbent of that Town, and by his Means received 
the following Letter ftom Mn Riven ^ a worthy 
Gentleman who lived lately in the lame Place, and 
whofe Father lived there before him. • 

SIR, 

" TN Anlwer to your Requeft concerning MJr. 
X '* Lowesy my Father was always of the Opi- 
*' nion, that Mr. Lowes fufFered wrongfully, and 
" hath often fild, that he did believe, he was no 
" more a Wizzard than he was. I have heard it 
*' from them that watched with him, that they kept 
" him awake feveral Nights together, and run him 
*' baickwards and forwards about the Room, until he 
was out of Breath : Then they refted him a lit- 
tle, and then ran him again : And thus they did 
for feveral Days and Nights together, till he was. 
" weary of his Life, and was fcarce lenfible of what 
he laid or did. They Iwam him at FramTirigham ^ 
but that was no true Rule to try him by 5 for they 
put in honeft People at the fame Time, and they 
** Iwam as well as he. 
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This walking and running them backward and for- 
ward till out of Breath, is fo barbarous and lenfe- 
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16% that I (hould have been apt to think that both, 
Mr. Gaul and Mr. Rivet had taken their Reports; 
ftom thofe that had ftrain'd things, if I had not 
now before me, by the Favour or my Lord Chief 
Baroh Buryy a Book put out by Hopkins himfelf 
in the Year 1647. In that he calls h\m€d£ Witcbr- 
folder General, and owns, that he had Twenty Shil- 
lings a Town for going to them ; that they had fwum 
many ^ that they had wfitch'd them for four Nights 
together ^ and doth not deny but they had kept 
them Banding or walking till their Feet were blifter a ^ 
and adds the Realbn^ which I will give you in his 
own Words, Page 5. * ihe Reafon^ faith he, zoas^ to 

* prevent their couching down ^ for^ indeed^ when they 

* ^^ fj^S^r^^ fo f^ Couch, immediately come their Fa-^ 

* miliars into the Room^ and fear eth the Watchers^ 

* and heartneth on the Witch, &c.' And yet thele 
are the Witchcrafts that Mr, Baxter hath confirmed 
with the Credit of his Name, and tranfmitted as 
tru6 to Pofterity. What Wonder is it if oulr Com* 
ition People are mad, and fwim and abufe the poor 
Creatures, when fuch an admired Author makes him* 
felf the Defender of thofe that ufed fuch Pra9:ices ? 
And therefore I hope there are none but will think it 
a very neceflary thing, to fence againft the Mifchiefe 
that may be again, if fuch bloody Superflition and 
Madnefs (hould ever again get head* 

Adv. What have you to iay to the old Wo- 
man's Cafe? Did (he confefs what Mr. Baxter 
was informed ? 

Qerg. Something like it (he did, as I have heard 
from others-, But what fignified Confeflions afer 
fuch Ulage ? Old Women are apt to take fuch Fan- 
cies of themfelves \ and when 4II the Country was 
frU of fuch Stories,, and (lie heard the Witch-finders 
t^l how familiar the Devil had been with others, 
and what Imps they had, (he might begin to think, 
that a Beggar-Bey had been a Spirit, and Mce 
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upon her Mother's Bed had been her Imps •, and, 
as I have heard, that fhe was very harmle& and 
innocent, and dtlfirous to die, fee told the Story to 
any Body that defir'd it ^ and befides^ as fhe was 
poor, and' mightity pitied, fhc had ufiatly Money 
given her when ftte told the Stoiy. 

And for a farther Proof, that the extorted Cotv 
feffions were mete Dreams or Inventioris to free 
themfelves from Torture, I will add fome of the 
Particulars that they confels'd. 

E/izabeth Clark, an old Begger with only one Leg, 
they faid h*i an Imp called Vinegar Tom y anodier 
called Sdck and Sugar \ and another that (he. laid, 
fhe would fight up to the Knees in Blood before fhe 
would lofe It. She faid the Devil came ta ber two 
or three tinies a Week, and lay with her like a Man 5 
^tA he was lb very like a Kdan, that fhe was fbrc'd 
to rife and let hirti ill when he knock'd at the 
Door, and fhe felt him warm, Ellen Chirk fed her 
Imp. Goodzi). tiagtree kept her Imp with Oatmeal 
a Year and half, and then loft it. ^ Mr. G^;// tells 
of one that kill'd her Imp for doing Mi (chief 5^- 
jnn Cocks' s Inftp worry 'd Sheep, and Joyce Boam^s 
Imps killed Lambs. Anne Weft\ Imps luck'd of 
one another •, and I have been told by one that was 
ptefent in Court, that one poor Fellow confels'd, that 
he had fent Imps to Prince Rupert. Now you be- 
lieve, that thefe might be real Imps, arid I do not 
envy your Judgment. My Opinion is, that when. the 
Witch-finders had kept the poor People without Meat 
ct Sleep, till they knew not well what they laid^ 
then, to eafe themfclves of their Tortures, they told 
them Tales of their Dcgs, and Cats, and Kittens. 

Jurym. Mr. Advocate, I believe you had bed leave 
•thefe Suffolk Witches 5 for tho' Mr. Baxter ^^ who 



* Sec the Kfti^ivm of paviKefs, 9nd Aniii^te ^alt^ Atheifm. 
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trufted to Seeofli-tenii Sfipjios, had too greaie art Opl- 
r»<>n of t\m Txutfe^ t^y ^are but pJT iU Fatxie in 
th?fe Par^s 5 ap4 I have h^id, tba? it wasi Time for 
^pk^ns. to ifiav? thq Country ^hf n h« did, &jr the 
??opte ^m veiy aingi;y at his Dd^overies. 
: Cfe/^. For Mir Ak^ogateis Wfb^i; Sfttisfe^ion, I 
v^iil a^d tw(0| op tln?e P^flagp^ mpte frotn another 
Hand. Tbay were p.ubli(h'd* npt Jg^g fii^ipe ftom 
J\f^«p Englaniy by Mr. JHi/A?^ ?n. Indep^de«t Minifter. 
They are in Mr- ^U^ff M^thef;'% Hiftpry of JV>io 
Englaniy and I will a4d tfee^n, he«»if9 ili^.j{ belong 
^ t|fi^ 5^# Calf ^ ^ii\4 flievv v* which vfJ^sy they 
fplved Thi«g?, when thpy perppived how m\;«:h they 
Jl2i4 hepn, abufed. &ee th^ Sipcih ^oft of thaf Miy 
fiery. ' ' ^ 

' %x fe^, about t|ie Ypar 1645, there wa? at 
^ Chelmsford Z}\ afflifted Berlbn, that ia hpr Fits 
' cried out againft a Wom^R, a ^^^ighhour, which 

* Mr. C/arkj the Minifter of the Gofpel there, could 
' iiot believe to be guilty of fuch a Crime. And 
■ it happened, while that Woman milked her Cow, 
^ the Cow ftruck her witlj one pprp upon the Fore- 

* head, and fetched Blood 5 arid while fhe was thus 

* bleeding, a SpeSlfe in her Likenels • appeareji to 

* aPerlbn afflifted, who pdintirrg at tne Speftre, 
' One ftruck 'at the Place -, and the Affliaed faid, 
' you have made her Forehead bleed. Hereupon, 
^. Mm. ^enj to the Wptpap, and fpupd; hey F<>re- 
1' bead blppdy, an4 apqu^jrifcd Mr. Qar^ with it y 
? who fortliwith i«ent tp ^hg Vimm, awi #e(l 
' hpw hff Foyghead becarqe blopdy ? An4 fhe an- 
' fwered, by ? Blow pf the Cqw'§ Horn, wfeefeby 
'he was fati§fy'4, fhat it u^^ * Psfign pf Sitan 
'to rer?4pf ap ipnopent Perfbfi fufpeftiefj, 

' He a^s T— Aoftthgr Inft^ncg W«5 at ft/«Ar/4<r, 

• about Fottf. Ve?r5 ftnce. There w*g « M*« ^- 

•^ Ueyei thai; a Widoiy Wqwan ftpt ^^f^ pr fejpr 

i jp bpwitfb . hiro i. «i4 oiw ^ight, ijs 4ie lay iji 
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Bed, he thought, one Cat came into hts Reach, 
and he ftruck her on the Back •, and upon En- 
quiry, he heard this fufpefted Woman had a ibre 
Back. But Mr. Day, the Widow's Surgeon, clew- 
ed the Matter, iaying, This Widow came to him, 
and complained of a Sore in her Back, and de- 
fired his Help i and he found it to be a Boil, 
and ripen'd and heal'd it as he ufed to do other 
Boils 5 but while this was in Cure, the luppos'd 
Cat was wounded, as is already rehearfed. 
The Reader may give as little Credit as he thinks 
fit to thefe two laft Relations ^ for I pawn not my 
own Faith for their Reality: But I thought it not 
amiis to add them, that thole who by having thek 
Heads full of the Devil and Spirits, Ihall ever bring 
themfelves under the Mifery of fiich Delufions, may 
have this more rational and lels bloody way of 
folving their Difficulties- 



CHAP. V. 

The Witchcrafts at Salem^ Bofton^ and 
Andover in New-England. 

Adv4 ^ F you think fit, we will confider next 
'X ^^^ 1^^® Witchcrafts fuppos'd to have 
befen in New-England •, they are frefti, and there 
are Witnefles enow living. Mr. Cot tan Mather^ no 
longer fince than 1690, publifhed the Cafe of one 
Goodwin's Children \ for the bewitching of whom, 
as was luppos'd, one Glover^ an Irijh Papift, was 
hang'^ the Year before. The Book was fenf hither 
to be prmted amongft us, and Mr. Baxter recom- 
tnended it to our People by a Preface, wherein he 
lays, That Man mufi be a very, obdurate Sadducee, 

that 
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ffyn ixAU not hefieve it. The Year after, Mr. Bax- 
ur^ perhaps encouraged by Mr. Mathers Book, pub- 
iifti'd his own Certainty of the Worli of Spirits^ 
With another Teftimoiiy, That Mr. MatherV Book 
oouldjilence any Incredulity that prei ended to he Ra- 
tional. And Mr- Mather dilperfed Nir. Baxters Book 
in New-England, with tlie Charafter of it, as a Bock 
that was IJngainfayable. I lee both of them have not 
fatisfy'd you 5 Pray what have you to lay agjunft 
Mr* Mather's? 

Clerg. Upon the extraordinary Commendation that 
Mr. Baxter gave of it, I fent for it, with great Hope 
to have feen this Qfe of Witchcraft put beyojod 
Qpeftion 5 but the Judgnient I made of it was, that 
the poor old Womah being an Irijh Papift, and not 
leady in the Signification of Englifh Words, had en- 
tangled her lelf by a fuperftitious Belief, and doubt- 
ful Anfwers about Saints and Charms -, and feeing what 
Advantages Mr. Mather made of it, J was afraid I 
faw part of the Reafons that carried the Caufe againft 
her. And, Firft, It. is manifeft, that Mr. Mather is 
magnify'd, as having great Power over the evil Spirits. 
A young Man in his Family is reprefented lb holy, 
that the Place of his Devotions was a certain Cure of 
the young Virgin's Fits. Then his Grandfather's and 
Father's Books have gained a Teftimony, that, upon 
occafxon, may be improved, one knows not how fan 
For amongft the many Experiments that were made, 
'Mr. Mather would bring to this young Maid the Bihle^ 
The Affemblies Catechijm^^ his Grandfatlier Cmon^i 
Milkjfor Babes ^ his Father's Remarkable Providences 5 
and a Book to prove, that there were Witches 5 and 
when any of thefe were offered for her to read in, Ihe 
would be ftruck dead, and fall into hideous Convul- 
Sons, Thefe good Books, {he fays) were mortal to her 5 
and leaft the World ftiould be 16 dull, as not to take 
Jiim right, Ue addsy p. 23. ^ I hope I have not /piled 

'the 
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* the Credit of the Books, by telling how nwh the Dff* 
- vil hatedk thePL 

To make the Cafe naorf mauifeft both ways, he 
tf i«l her with other Books •, as ^iiaMfir\ Books, P(Pr 
f^ Books ^ the Cambrii^e aod ftv/wri J<?/?j, a ^ra^e^r 
Book^ a Book written to prove that there were A'^ 
Wishes : And the Etevil would let her read tbde as 
knig as (he wojuld *, and particularly (bke treated the 
frayer'Eookm%\i great Refpefkj and, which was. very 
ftrange, the Devil was fb fure that noihiM it\ that 
Book could do her good, that he wiould fwer her to 
read the very Scriptures, ia that : But wh^> for Ex- 
periment, Mr- Mather turned to the^velry fame Texis 
in th^Bib/e^ fliC could as fbon die. as read th^m there. 

Adv. I did not doubt but this would ni^ak? you 
aierry -^ but fince it \s true in FaQ:, What have you to 
iay againft it ? 

C/ifr^. Nothing at all hut thisi. That tho' our Gia^ 
mi^'J^rayer-Bfiok bo for ev^r contiited by this Witnefe, 
yet there muft be a Miftake in placing the JP^i/J 
Books in the iame Black Lift with thofe that the Oo- 
yil iov^s i for Mr* Baxter hath proved the Devil's }fyt 
tred of Popiih 'Books by as fubftantlal a Witnefs, as 
Mr- Mather can prove his Hatred of bis Grandfathef s 
Milk for Babes. See Mr. Baxters Certainty of the 
World of Spirits^ p. ill. ^™ ' While Modepis, zCa- 
' pu^hiAy was yet Fifty Paces ftom my Chamber, the 

* Girl fell dQwn as' one deprived of Life, i^c. The 
^ Mother feeing the Child fall, fiid, the Capfchm 
[ w«ic coming. She had no fooner faid thiSj but thej^ 

tkowked at the Door- When th^y were come in, 

* an4 had lighted the confewated Taper, and the^^Exor? 
^ cift had put on his Habit, as&on as ever he had reid 

* \]^ firit Words of thp ExorcifnFj, the Girl, which hi- 
' tjiefto had lain more^ imrpoveabb tljan any desd 
' Cof ps, fell a (bakii^ all over, thar f)ie .could not he 
' held by Six of us, Gfc. I be^ed the Exorcift, out 
*^f Compaflion to her, to forbear his resfding. He 
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* had fcarce pronounced the laft Syllable, when in 
^ an IsAsTK^ fhe lay as quiet as pefible \ and when 
' they had quktcd the Houfe, (be opened her Eyes^ 

* and ftood up/ — This Mi. Baxter quotes for Truth 
from Iknricus ab Heer, Obf. 8. And I dcfiro you, 
Mr. Advocate^ to give me a goodReaiba why the De- 
vils tteit are in fhniers^ are tormented by the f^piji 
Books^ ^ and in New Esigkni are as fbndi of tbecn, as 
of the Oxford Jefts, or the. Conmon-Frayer-Ewk^ or 
even a Book to prove that there are na Witches? 

Adv^ I know yon think this Difference is owinig to 
the Notions, or Faith, or Humours, or Tricks of the 
Parties, and the Management of the Exorcifis : But 
fuch Fits may be Diabolical for all this 5 for tho' evil 
Spirits cannot be fuppofed in reality to be differently 
affeftcd aecordii^ to fopijh^ or Independent Notions 5 
yet the very fime Spirit may counterfeit a Torture, or 
a Ddight, at the very iame Book, according as he can 
better msdce ufe of it for a Snare to thofe that are 
about him. 

Clerg. That you may lee I give you fair Play^ I will 
luppole this : But then in requital, I hope you will 
allow me, that thefe Tortures of the Devil are no 
fuffictent Trial to decide the Truth of Books and 
Doftrines. • 

Adv. Mr. Mather himfelf tells you as rtuch, p. 25. 
He owns it is a fancifiilBufinefs, and no Teft for the 
Truth to be determined by. 

Qerg. I will not ask you how you reconcile this 
Claufe with the many Experiments he made^ and his 
printing and preffing the Argument in his Sermon af- 
terward \ for my Bufinels is not to expofe him, but to 
find out the true and feife Rules for the Difcovery of 
Witches: And therefore I ask you this Qpeftion, If 
the ftanding and falling of aifliaed Perfons be no fife 
Tryal of the GoodneJ^ or Badnefs of Books \ How 
comes it to be a better Teft of the Guilt or Innocence 
q{ Ferfons ? The Experinient anfwers Expeftation in 

Ferfonsy 
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Verfons, juft as it does \nBooh. This Tell hath 
been made iife of in almoft all the femous Tryals that 
we have upon Record •, and particularly in that before 
my Lord Chief Baron Uales : But fince the Devil, up- 
on your own Suppofition, will pretend Torture when 
he feels none, and fill when he needs not •, What (hould 
make Men venture the Lives of their Chriftian Bre- 
thren upon a Tryal, that muft be as felfe and falla- 
cious as the Devil can make it ? 

I will obferve one thing more from Mr. Mather's 
Book. He took this young Woman home, that he 
might the better make his Obfervations. She often 
ufed to fay, that the Witches brought her an Invifible 
Horfe •, and then ftie would fkip into a Chair, and 
feat her felf in a riding Pofture ^ and after that^ fhe 
would be moved as M Ambling^ and Trotti/tgJ gmd 
Galloping. She talked with invifible Company^ that 
fcemed to go with her, and liftned for their Anfwers. 
After two or three Minutes, Ihe would feem to think 
herfelf at a Rendezvous with Witches a great way off, 
and fbon after return back upon her Imaginary Horfe| 
and then come to her felf-, and once (he told Mr. Ma- 
ther, that three fhe laid had been there, and what they 
had faid. In many other Authors, there are Relations 
of Perfbns that have been feen to lye ftill intraneed at 
home, while they have laid, they have been at thefe 
Witches Meetings ^ and ftom thofe, and this, J would 
obferve thele Four Things .- 

T. Thole that have made no Compact, and are not 
Witches, may fancy that they take thefe airy Journeys 
with Witches. For Mr. Mather does not fuppofe this 
young Woman was a Witch, but a Religious Perfon, 
afflifted by others, a Counterfeit, or perhaps a Da- 
maniac. 

2. Thofe Journeys and Rendezvouis are not real 
but fantaftick Things like Dreams. Mr. Mather, and 
^ HoufefuU of Witnefles often flood by^ andliw her 

^ at 
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at home in her Chair, all the Time that (he thought 
herfelf at their Meeting, 

3. Courts of Juftice may as' well hang People, 
upon their Confeffions, for the Murders they think they 
commit in their Dreams, as for what they fiincy they 
do in thefe Trances. What if this Girl, in thisExtaiy 
of Mind, when (he had not the Ule of her Rea(bn, 
had made a CompaQ:, and thought (he had let hec 
Name to it, and Joyned with other Witches in Mur- 
ders, and confefled them ? What wile Man would 
have turned fuch a Confeflion to her Hurt? Phyfick 
for Madnels would be proper for fuch a one 5 but 
a Stake, or Gallows would be barbarous. 

4. It would be harder yet to hang other 
People for what thefe Brain(ick Perlbns fincy they lee 
them do. 

Aiv. ' Have you any Thing elle to oblerve ftom 
Mr. Mathers Book? 

Ckrg. Yes •, oblerve the Time of the Publication 
of that Book, and of Mr. Baxter's. Mr. Mather^% 
came out 1690, and Mr. Bjx/^rVthe Year after 5 and 
Mr. Mathers his Father's Remarkalle Providences had 
been out before that : And in the Year 1692, the 
Frights and Fits of the afflifted, and the Imprifon- 
ment and Execution of Witches in JVtw-fi^/^/?^ made 
as fad a Calamity, as a Plague or War. I know 
Mr. Cotton Mather^ in his late Folio, imputes it; to 
the Indian Fazfo-waws ^ lending then: Spirits amongft 
them 5 but I attribute it to Mr. Baxter's Book, and his, 
and his Father's, and the falfe Principles, and frightful 
Stories that filled the Peoide's Minds with great 
Years and dangerous Notions. 

And here I will lay before you a brief State of 
the Fafts of thofe New-England Witchcrafts. My 
Author, for the greateft Part of it, is Mr. Calrf^ a 
Merchant in that Plantation, and an Eye-Witnels of 
much that he wiote. In his BooH there are many 

Tryals 
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Tryals at latge^ and many Circumftances that I have 
taken no notice of, and therefore I Tecoinmend ta 
you the Book itielf ^ and I take it to be as plain a 
Proof as any I have raet widi, of the Miftakes and 
Mifchiefs of thofe Notions that I ana arguiqg againft. 
The Book was primed for Nath. Hillar, at the Prince's 
Arms in Leaden-hall-ftreet, London. 

In the latter End of February 1694, divers young 
Perlbns, belonging to the Family of Mr. Parris^ Mi- 
riifter of Sa/emy and one or more of the Neighbour- 
hood, began to aft after a ftrange and unufual Man- 
ner. They aept inro Holes, and under Chairs and 
Stook. They ufed antick Geftures, and ipake ridi- 
culous Speeches, and fell into Fits. After ibme Time, 
and a E)ay of Prayer kept, the afflifted Perlbns na- 
med feveral that they laid they faw in their Fits 
afflifling them, and in particular, an I/idian Woman, 
that lived in Mr. rParris^s Houf^, and had tried a 
Tridk mth a Cake of Rye Meal, and the Children's 
Water laid in Aflies, to diicover the Witches. She 
being beaten, and threatned, confels'd her lelf to be the 
Witch, and fiid the Devil urged her to fign a Book. 
Others confels'd their being urged to fign the Book. 
One laid it vvas a red Book, of a.confideraUe Thicknefe, 
and about a Cubit long. 

In a little Time, the Numbers of the afflifted in- 
crealed to Ten, and the accufed were many more. 
One Goodw. Cory was examined \ the affli£ted faid, 
file bit, .pinched , and Jftracgled them. They faid, 
<hey faw her Uken^fs bring, a Book to them to fign. 
At the Time of her Tryal, they laid, a black Man 
whitper'd in her Ear, and that Ihe had a yellow Bird, 
that even then lucked betvceen her Fingers. Orders 
were ©ven to learch the Place. The Girl that fiw 
it, iaid, it was now too late, Ihe had removed a Pin, 
and put it on her Head .^ cupon Search it was found, 
that a Tin was there ftickiag upiight. 

A.CbiId 
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^A CHaa, of aT)Out toor or Five Years oia, was ac- 
trifeSi, ahd appteheiided. l^he Accufers faid, this Child 
bit them, and would Ihow the Marks of fmall Teeth 
'tfpon'thetr Arm. As ttm^ as the Child caft its Eye 
upon, would comjilain, that they were in Torment. 

April 1 J. 1692. Therewas a publickHearinjg before 
^Ix M&gfftrates, anfi -dvetA Minifters. The afflifted 
cottlplained agairift many, "With hideous Clamours and 
•"Sifreechings. 'One Goodw. Pro3& was (according to 
^tlfe ftirate much ufed upon ftch Occafions) <Sried out 
of, and her Husband coming to attend, and dffift her, 
'the Accufers cried out of*imalfo. 

A^out this Time, befides the dSxperiment of the 
•affiifted falling at the Sight, they put the accufed 
upon laying the Lord's Prayer, and fearch'd for Teats> 
and ^-fancied they found one updn Goodw. Bijhop. 

May 14. 1692. ShWiUeam Phips entered upon the 
Government, and put the Witches -in ^Chains : Upon 
fhit, it was fiid, thslt <he afflicted P^rfdns were free 
ftbm flieir Toftilres. 

Mty B^. 'Gapt. A/din •committed, and after Fifteen 
Weeks Imprifonment he Ivas glad to nfiike his BP' 
cap^, and % ftom a Tryil. 

Junexo. BfUget J3(/?^()/>-wais' executed, protefting her 
IhnOc^hce. 

3^^ 19. Tlve were executed. One bf them was 
Sarah Gcfdd. Mr. f^^'es lirged her to corifefs, and laid 
Ihe-kneW fhe^Was a Witch. To which, (he replied, he 
'Wasa'Lyar. i am tio more a Witch than you are a 
Wizard 5 and if you take ofmay my life^ God will give 
ycm' Blood' to ilrink. 

Reticea 'Mtrjfe ¥ns^M\het ofthofeFive. At firft 
the Ijuiy br<!)ught hir in. Not Guilty. Immediately 
)all the Accufers in the-Cdurt, and fuddenly after, all 
^Ac^affliaied Out of'GMiit, made a hideous Outcry, 
to the Ama^^mertt, not only of the Speftators, Init 
*of the*Coiirt. They If^^ete fent out again to cc»ifider 
-better df '<Me SxpRflfion 4^f hers s and setamiiig, ^they 

brought 
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bfought her in Guilty^ and (he was executed mth 
the reft, all Five maintaining their Innocence to the 
laft. 

A^. 19. Five moie were executed, denying any 
Guilt in that Matter of Witchcraft. One of them 
was Mr. Burroughs^ a Minifter. When he was upon 
the Ladder, he made a Speech for the citeirihg his 
Innocency, with fiich folemn and ferious Expreifions 
as were to the Admiration of all prefent, and drew 
Tears &cmi many. The Accuiers laid the black Man 
diftated to him. 

John WiUari was another of thofe Five. He had 
beoi employed in fetching in (everal that were ac- 
culed, but at laft declining to fetch in more, he was 
aied out of He made his Elcape Forty Miles ftom 
Salem ; yet it is laid, that the Acculers told the 
exaft Time when he, was apprehended, faying, Nato 
Willard is taken. 

Sept* 16. Giles Qvy pleaded J^ot Guilty, but having 
found that they clear d none that had been tried ^ 
le rdblved to be prds'd, that is, I fuppole rather than 
be tried by fuch Juries. In prdEng, his Tongue was 
fcrc'd out of his Mouth, but the Sheriff; with his 
One, thruft it in again, when he was dying. 

S^t. 22. The fime Year Eight more were execu- 
ted. The Qfft going to the Hill with them was fet for 
a Time. The affliaed faid the Devil hindred it. 

In the berinnuig of OBober, Mr. Cotton Mather, at 
the defire of air William Fhip the Governor, and with 
the Approbation of Two of their Judges, publifh!d 
Seven of the Tryals of thofe that fuffer'd. And as 
they grounded themfelves chiefly upon our Law and 
Prece&nts and Books from England, he put before 
them an Abridgment of the Tryals of the Two 
WOTien that were condemned by my Lord Chidf 
Baron Hales at Bury, 1664. AsaUb an Abridgment 
of the Rjules and Signs of Witches, that are inP^- 
f^ns^ Barnard^ and Gaul, and fiom Mr. Baxter's Book 

he 
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he. laid.before them i\\k Gafe of the Suffolk Witches, 
.\6%Ar, ,S^\mmore Wonders of the invijible World. 

I take notice of this, t^caufe the more either th^ 
or others, have been - inttuenc'd by our Law, Tryals 
or BooTts, the more Realbn there is that we flioulA 
oflFgr ttjem ihmething tb\yards the clearing any Mi- 
ftakes -ift, them* — ''.But to proceed in the Ac- 
count. .. ' 
, In * t^is fame Month of Oflober one of* the affliftei 

compla^a^^* ^f^^'^s-'i-^'A* y^hofe Husband was the 
Minifter of Beverly) an^ .'had been very. aOiive ip 
thefe; PrbfecutionSj but being, fully fatisfied of his 
Wife's Innocency, he altered • his Judgment : For it 
was come to a ftaced IContrpverfy amongft them. 
Whether. the Devil cpuld'affilci in a , good Man's 
Shape ^/This AccufaticMi of Mrs. Jf//^. , and Ibme 
others, very Ibber People, brought them to believe, 
that h? might, or at leaft that he could manage 
Matters fb as the afflifted' fhould think he did. 
This Reafbn afterwards. prevailed, with many, and 
had much Influence to tne fqcceeding 0iange of Af- 
fairs ^ but it did not .coQvince them;:fo. foon, but 
that there were many Imprilpnments after this, and lome 
condemned, tho' none executed. 

Mr. P^i^p Englijh and his Wife fled the Country, 
and their titate was leized to the Value of 1500 
Pounds, and not above 300 Pounds found to be 
reftored,...when the Storm was over, that, they durft 
return home. r 

About this Time, ont Jojeph Ballard, of Andover^ 
lent to Salem^ for Ibme of thefe Accpfers who pre- 
tended to have the Cpeftral Sight, to tell him who 
afflifted his Wife. When thefe People canie to any 
Place, t^ey ufiially fell into a Fit ; after which, they 
woul4 name, one that theyfaW fitting, oi) the Head, 
and anotherVon the Feet rpf the affjifled ■, and foon 
after thtejV. ^coming to Miover 50 Perlons were com- 
rpl^ned of for^fftiQiing their Neighbours. Here many 

G acculed 
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acculfed themftlves of riding upon Poles throngh th« 
Air. Many Barents bfelldved their Children to be 
Witches, and many Hulktids their Wives : And 
others, bdicleS thofe that were ISnt for, were thctoght 
to have the fame fteftral Sight. 

Mr. DudUy Bradpeet, i juKiee of Peace, in AnArr 
't^y, haviftg h'rmlfelf committed 30 ot 40 tbPfilbns^ 
for thefe . fuppofed Witchcrafts , himfelf and hii 
Wife Were 'both cried our 6f by thefe Atcufers, and 
durft tiof ftand a Tryal, but fled for their Lives. 
They faid Mr. Bradpreet. ttad killed nine ^ for they 
fiid, they faw the Ghofts of murdered People hovet 
over thole that, hid kitled them. 

A Dog being affliOied at Salem ^ thofe that had 
the l^eftfal Sight, laid, lAx.johnBrddfirett, the Ju^ 
ftice's Brother, 3ffii£Ved the. Dog, and then rid uponf 
him. He made his Efcipe, and the Dog vm put 
to death , and waS all of the afflifted that fef- 
fered. 

. Another i>og was faid td afflia: others, and they 
ftll info their Fits , when the Dog looked upoto 
them< The Dog was put to death. 

A worthy Gendeman of Bd^on^ being accufed hf 
thole at Andover^ be fent a Writ to arreft the. Ac- 
culers in a Thculand Pound Aftion for Defimation. 
From that Time, the Atculations at Andover gene- 
rally cealed. 

. fan. ?. 169I Thirty Bills of Indiftments were 
brought in Ignorarjius, Six and Twenty were brought 
in BiUa vera 5 and upon all thofe, only Three were found 
guilty upon Tryal. 

Jan, 31. 1695. Seven that veere under Condemna- 
tion were reprieved.. 

April 25. 169?. One was tryed that confefe'd. 
But they were now fo. well taught what weight 
to lay upon ConfeffiOns, that the Jury brought lier 
in, 'Not Guthy^ tho' Ihe confeflfed (he Wai. 

And 
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. Add now afiec i Siorm of Sixteen Months, Nine- 
teen PerfcMis having bein haoiged, and one preis'd. to 
I>«»th, and Eight more condemned ^ above Fifty 
h^irfg (bcfefdffed thenrilelves Witches , of which noi 
one executed i above 150 in Pfilc^, and above 200 
Mdre acctrfed : And thfe Accufers that began With 
anj Miirt Slave, beii^ groWn bold to cry out of 
fhe Juftic« that Mad profecuted Otho^, arid the bet- 
ter Sort of People anfiongft them, it was thodgtfi 
Time to put a Stop to Profecutions ^ and accordi^ly 
abtfut Aprii i6^i^ the accufed Pei^Ibns in inPriwns 
man fet af Liberty, a^nd thofe that had fiid the Coun^ 
flfjr returned home. 

And thofe Towns having regained their Qpiet ^ 
tfnd this Cafe being of that Natitte, that Fafts and 
Experlehce are of niore* weight than meet rational 
Arguments •, it will be worth our while to oblerve 
fi>mc Pafiages that happened after this Storm, wheA 
they had Tinie to look back upon what hkd pafled, 
<^ . And firilf it i5 obfervable , that as the fuppoled 
WitcJhcrafts of SdU/f^ began in the Houfe of Mr. Par^ 
rUy Mimfter of that Town 5 and he had been a Wit- 
nels, and 2eilous Profe'cutor C3f the foppofed Witched, 
many of his People withdrew from his Communion, 
and in' April 169?, drew up Articles againft hirtf* 
They were lb letded irt theit Averfion, that they con- 
tinued their Profecutions Three or Four Years, ?ixkjufy 
sit, 1 6 97, thgy drew«up a Remonftrance, and preterited 
it to Arbitrators, that the Matter' was' referred td* 

The latter Patt of thdr Remonfti^ncc is thus. 



** His bellevirig the Devil's Accufitiorts, and r&- 
dily departing ftbni all Charity to Perfcili,' thtf 
of Mamelefs Llv^s, upon fuchSuggeftions-, hiVpif'd- 
moting fuch Accufations, &c. 
" That Mr. Purms going to Mary Walut^ or 
^* Sigal WiJUam^ to know who affli£ted the Peo- 
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pie in their Illnefs, we underftand this to be a 

Dealing with them that have a familiar Spirit^ 

and an implicit denying the Providence of God j 

*' which alone, as we believe, can fend Affliftions, 

' or caufe Devils to afflift any. 

That Mr. Farris by thefe Praftices and Princi- 
'^ pies, hath been the Beginner and Procurer , of the 
" ibreft Affliftions, not to this Village only, but ta 
" this whole Country, that did ever befall them. 

Mr. Parrps did acknowledge his Miftakes, and 
profefs he (hould be far from afting again upon 
the fame Principles: But. they thought that was 
not enough for fuch an Inftrument of their Mife- 
ries , and therefore by the Determination of the 
Arbitrators, he was difmifled. See Calef, p. 64. 

Dec. 17. 1696. There was a Proclamation for a 
Fait, and in the Proclamation this Claufe. — ^ '* That 

God would (hew us what we know not, and 

help us, wherein we have done amils, to do fo 
^\ no more •, and efpecially that whatever Miftakes 
'' on either Hand, had been fallen into^^eithcr by 
*' the Body of this People, or any Orders of Men, 
" referring to the late Tragedy, railed amongft us 
^ by Satan and his Inftruments, through the. awfiil 

Judgments of God, he would humble us therefore, 

. and pardon all the Errors of his Servants, ^c. . 

Upon the Day of the Faft, one that had latin 
Judicature in iS^/i?;^, delivered in a Paper, and while 
it was reading, ftood up. As it is reported by Me- 
mory, it was, " That he was apprehenfive, that he 
" might have fallen into fome Errors in the Mat- 
" ters of Salem^ and to pray, that the Guilt of fuch 
*' Mifcarriages may not be imputed, either to the 
" Country in general, or to him, or his Family in 
^\ particular, p. 144, 

Thofe 
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Thole that confefled, went oft' from their Confer 
fiohs,;and ieveral of them figned a Writing of which 
this is part. 

*^ After Mr. Barnard had been at Prayer^ we were 
^ blindfolded, and our Hands were laid upon the 
** affli6led Perlbns, they being in their Fits , and 
*' filling into their Fits at our coming into their 
*' Frefence (as they laid,) and Ibme led us, and laid 
*' our Hanck upon them, and then, they feid, they 
*' were well, and that we were guilty of afflifting 
** them ^ ' whereupon we were feized, and fent Fri- 
** foners to Salem. And by Reafon of that fudden 
'' Surprizal, "we knowing our felves altogether inno- 
^* cent of that Crime, we were all exceedingly afto- 
" niftied, and amazed, andconfternated andattrighted, 
** even out of our Reafon. And our neareft and 

' *^ deareft Relations feeing us in that dreadful Condi- 
** tion, and apprehending, that there was no other 
'^ way to fave our Lives but by confeffing our lelves 
to be fuch and fiich Feribns as the afflifted re- 
*^' preftnted us to be ^ they out of tender Love and 
" Pity perfwaded us to confefs what we did con- 
^' fefs. And indeed that Confeffion, that is laid we 
** made, was no other than what was fuggefted to 

' **' us by Ibme Gentlemen, they telling us we were 
^ Witches, and they knew it, and we knew it, and 

* '* they knew that we knew it, which made us think 
" that it was ib •, and our Underftanding, our Rea- 
^^ fon, and our Faculties almoft gone, we were riot 

-" capable of judging our Condition, i^c. And moft 
^ of what we faid was but a confenting to what 
*' thiey faid. Some time after, when we had been 

^^^* better compofed, they telling us what we had 
*' confefled, we did profels that we were innocent and 
*^ ignorant of lucbThings. And we hearing that 5^/?ir^f/ 
J' ffardwfU h^d renounced his ConfeffioD> and quick- 
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^ Jy after li?d ]been condemped ?n4 e;^ecuted : Sop^ of 
*' u§ w?re told, ;hat we were going after W^dmS. 

Signed by 

Mary Ofgqod, Mary Tiler ^ Dcliv. Daw^ 
Abigal Barker^ Sarah Wilfon^ tian- 
nab Tiler^ p. 3/ 

» 

SOTne ^at have been of fev^al Juries, have given fcrtfa 
a ?aper figned with their own H^d?, \n t^efe 

VSTords. 

** We vvljofc N^mej are imdjenwittcn , being ki 
^' the Year 1693, caUe4 toferve as Jurors in Court 
" at Salem^ on Tfyal of many, who were hy Ipme 
*' (ufpe£ked gpilty of doiqg Aos oif Wfitphaaft lipon 
^' the Bodies of iiindry Perlbns : 

" W? confefs, that w^ our felyes were not capa- 
** tie to underftand, nor able towithftand the my- 
^' fterious Peiufions of the Pbvyer? of Darknels, and 
prince of th? Air : But were for wsint of Know- 
ledge in our felves, qnd better Information from 
f others, prevailed with to take yp fuch Evidence 
V' ^gainft the accufed, as on further ConfideraticHi, 
*^ and hotter Information, wp juftly fear was infuf- 
*^ ficient for the touching the Liyes of any, heut. 
*' 17. 6. whereby vp.e fear, we have been inftrvmea- 
" ti^l with others, tho* ignprantly and unwittingly, 
'^ to b>:ing upon pur felyes, aiid this l^eople of the 
!^' tor4, the Giiilt of inooce^Oi;' Blood? tU. W? do 
*' thierefor^ hereby fignify to. ?ll in general (and t6 
*' the furyiving SuflFerers in (pedal) our doep ^ale 
*' of, and Sprjrow for our grtcis, i^ ?fting on fudhi 
f Evidenpe to the QjndeiTin^tjiiop^ of any m fbn. ^ ' 
" Andi 40 hereby d^re, m m jjuftly fear, 
* that we were i^dly, deluded and miftaken, for 

• " which 
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^' wfeicb we 3fe; much difigpieted, and diftiefled in 
" our Minds •, and do therefor^ humbly beg Fofr 
" givenefs, /irft of Qod , fqr Clii;ilf s Sake, for this 
" ouf Error \ and pray, that Gpd would not inipute 
" theGuilrof it to our i^lvqs^ npr^others : ^qd we at 
^' fc pray, tliat we mjy be eoqlidejed candidly, and 
aright by the living Suffbjfers, a^ being then un- 
der tbe Power pf a ftror^ and gener^ Ddufion, 
utt^ly unacqpainted wijh^ and not e^^perienced in 
'' Matters of th^t Mature. 

'* We do he^irtUy al]k Forgiveaefi of* • you all , 
'' i(vhpip vve have juftiy oiFended, 9nd do declare, 
according to our prefect Minds, vife would none 
of us 4.9 ftcb Tbings ^gj^in on fucb Grounds, 
r:" for the whole World v ptayi"? you to accept of 
;" this in way of Satisfaftioo for our OfFenco, and 
;*^ that yQ9 would bleCs the Inheritance of the Lord, 
I** that $5 ipay be intreaied Jbr ttie. I^nd- 









F^remant Thams Hsky 

William fisi, 
. J^/t Bache/cfy 
T[h/^.Fi^kj jwn. 
. ^hn Dajjte, 
Jof^h ^velitbj 



1 

Thomas T^rly^ Sen. 
John Pebody^ 
Thomas P^r^ns, 
Samuel Sayer^ 
Andrew uliot^ 
Iknry Hc^ric^. 



.-,. Sin^.I l^ave drawn up this Accouoi; f^;om Mr 
£4!ifef^ and^^ Mather ^ Booing, I have m.et wi^h a 
^tarjtber and later RdatipAS^of th^fe Makers,, publifhed 
^ Mr. Qitm Mai^her |iimfelf, at the 8,ot,h Page 
:pf his i6tH Rcpk of . tl»e iliftory of NevoE^gLmd, 
rPrJnted 1702. The Awunt be mblifhe? was wrk- 
:Xm by Mj?. ^^/i Ha^s:, wbpfe Wile, a$ I>ieution«d 

'l>ef(M^ v«as at laft acpijifed artiongft the others fuf- 
j)p£led fctt Witches , ' ap4 ^^ being a Woman of 
"""" Bf?P)*^tw>n, her 4^et begaa to open thw 
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See § 6. — *' But that which chiefly * carried on 
*' this Matter to fuch a Height, was the incrcafing 
of Confeffions, until they amounted to near upon 
Fifty i and Four or Six , of them upon their Try- 
als, owned their Guilt bf this Crime, and were 
condemned for the lame, but not executed. And 
" many of the Confeffors confirmed their Confeffions 
" with very ftrong Circuihftances , as their exaft 
^ Agreement with the Accufations of the afflifted ^ 
*'. their punftual Agreement with the Accufations 
" of their Fellow-Confeflbrsj J their relating thelrimes 
^ when they covenanted with Satan, arid, the Rea- 
" fons that moved them thereunto: Their Witch- 
** meetings, and that they- had their mock Sacra- 
** ments of Baptilm, and the Supper, in fome of 
*' them : Their figning the Devils Book, and ibme 
" ftieived the Scars of the Wounds, which, ^ they 
*' faid, were made to fetch Blood with, to fign the 
Devil's Book -, and , foipe laid, they had Imps to 
fuck them', and fliewed Sores raw,* where they 
faid, they were fucked by them. 
§7. "The afflia^d complained, that the Spe- 
*^ Ctres which vexed them, urged them to let their 
^^ Hands to a Book prefehted to them , (as to them 
it feemed) with Threatnings of great Torments 
if they figned not, and Promifes of Eafe if they 
obey'd. Among thefe D. if. as (he faid (which 
" fundry others confefled afterward) ^)eiftg. overcome 
by the Extremity of her Pains, did fign the Book 
relented, and had thepromifed Eale-, and imme- 
iately upon it, a Spe£tre in her Shape • alflifted 
another Perlbn, and faid, I have figned the Book 
*^ and have Eafe^ npw do you fign^and lb fhall 
" you have Eafe. And oneDay, this affiifted Per- 
** Ion pointed at a certain Place in ijie' RpopV^nd 
** faid there is D.H. s upon which a; Man with his 
" Rapier ftruck at the Place, tho' 'he 'few. no Shape, 
{[ and the affli£led called out, you have given her 'a 

• '' ^'fmall 
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^ finaill Prick about the Eye. Spoh after thiX '^he 
^' faid D. H. confefs'd herfelf tobe.made a Witch, 
•** by ligning the Devil's Books, and declared that 
fhe had afflift^ the Maid that complained oF 
her-, and in doing of it, had feteived two Wound? 
by a Sword or Rapier ^ a fmall one about the 
-** Eye, which (He '(hewed to the Magiftrates^ and 
'**^^ bigger on the Side, of whkh (he was feai*cii- 
'^ ed hy a difcreet Woman, who reported, that D'. H. 
^ had on her Side the Sign of a Wound newly 
" healed, (S^c. 

^' §. II. By the(e things, youmay-fee, how this 

*' Matter was carried on, viz. chiefly by the Com- 

-*' plaints and Accu(ations of the Afflifted, and then 

" by Jhe Confeffions of the Accufed, condemning 

'^ themfelves and others. Yet Experience (hewe^ 

*' that the more there were apprehended, the more 

•" were ftill afflifted by Satan v and. the Number of 

^ the Confeflbrs increaling, did biit increafe the 

'Number of the accufed -, and the executing of 

Ibme made way for the appirehending of others 5 

for ftill the Aifli£ted complained of being tor- 

" mented by new Objefts, as the former were re- ' 

"" moved : So that tho(e that were concerned, grew 

'* amazed at the Number and Quality ot the Pef- 

" (bnsacculed 5 and feared, that Satan, by his Wiles, 

*' hgd inwrapped innocent Perlbns under the Itnpu- 

*^ tat) on of that Ctimer And at h& it was evi- 

" dendy (een, that there mud: be a Stop put, or 

♦^ the Generation of the Children of God would j&Il 

r**^'under*ttet Condetnnation. Henceforth, therefore, 

'*' the Juries generally acquitted (iith as were tried, 

^^^ fearing they 'had* gone too, far befcre. And Sir 

"^ l^iBafn fhips the Governor, reptiSvcd all that were 

'*^ condemned, eVen theConfeflbrs as well as others. 

^ And tlie Cpnfeflfors generally fell off froni their 

«* (Jonfcffions i'-fome %ing, thfey remembred no- 
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i^ thiqg of vvlfit they h^i i^id ; and o^hqv ^id^ 
^* thw had Wyed • ttemfelves and others, C^r, 

^' 4^ 1 2. He adds the^ H^lpps why he bdievdd 
* ^, th^ went too fir : 

*' I. The Numbers gr^^tfx th^n (x>uld he inrn- 
^ gin«d to he really guUty. 

*V2. The Qyality. Religjoi|s Peribns, that had 
^^ tatken great rains to brhig uji theif C^tl4roa 
^' well. ^ - 

^^ 9. AU the Nuieteen that w^re 6pceicute4, de» 
^ nying the Qime to Death. 

f' 4. Upon ceafing the Prolecutpn all wa« weU 
^* and qmt 

Mv, Th^e is nothing in this whole Cafe tbaic 
(IS £) ftrai^ to nae, 2^ what they lay of anl 
it$ app^ring in the Shape of innocent Peribm. 
^ that it.injiy poffiUy be true what is tbo^ght 
l^y fonr>e, T^t a Spirit, by bis own natur^ Powers^^ 
i;a|i forna qith^r his own SubftaiAce or Vehicle, or boiih^ 
IP^'^d Matter intp the Shape of any Man whatever : JBot 
lean never beiieyp but that Divine Providence would 
interpofe, and lay their Natural Powers under a Di* 
vine Reftratnt, rather th^n fulFer them to u(e theni 
i^ fuch' Mifch^ef i for otherwise good Men have no 
jPNefenoe againfl him- He n^ay lay the Blanie of his 
pwn Anions upon whpm he yi\)l^ and bring them ui^ 
jjer Condennuwipn for what b? dops, 

<?/f/g. Yes, if they who at?? to judge thewi be fo 
»eak 9|nd aedulousj as to believe him v but if ^%tt 

^mfs^. 4<> ^heir Di^y ip wue Jq^gment, and punifli 
^^!^^ only lor their pwP; \^ Aos pf Wickednefs, 
rm hi tJ0fc6;« that: Spirits w^pr^ in odier Meop Shapes 
Wkhofllt thena, then Im App^aranfe^ will hjir|; no 
fiody- Bw ifinfte^fl ^thi?,» cpr^tt^ry to.^fee fi»r 
quen^ WainLogs in Scripture, th?y who are. to judge 
';noie QS^, &^ evU ^pirit^ thf^ Ad^^wntage agaiw 
thi?n> V Hath Mod any whei^ pwroife4 thJit ty ? pa^- 
jtipvdac Aft of Power He will lave credulous Men 

from 



f^cm Mng deceived*, becauf^ qiibi^wifbj tl^ Blood of 
innocentMen will be in dang^^ How tfivfh innocent 
Poochqf l^B 1^ d^ily (hed bjr the Supeifti^Qn of P^rfe- 
ciitors, or qn jpft h^ws of Tyrants ? Hqw many rigfiteops 
Me/s f^ll ^yeiy Day by ^en that are a^ cruel anqf as un* 
godly as wicked Q/V ? 4od |iovi^ do we know buc 
that fbn^p may i^l al(b by the Craft of evil Spirits 
li^luding Magi^i^tes |:l)^t tsfke nqt due Care to pre- 
vent cl}em ? Providence can make fucli crooked Things 
firait in t))e other World, and rherefbns in thi$ may 
penx^it than Sot Ppt)fition : And therelbre in^ead of 
|:empr|ng God, Men mull take heed to their own 
Actions, or elle th^y may bring this high Guilt up- 
on theqifelves, and Miichi^uppn others. And as 
ithif is a Point tha; di^ferv^ fo l^ v^ell remembied^ 
jtlfio' I havf mentioned it once b^oi:?, I will now add 
to it fome Inftances where evil Spirits have ^een fkii 
to have appeared in the Shapes of thole that were 
not Impeaed to be otherwife tl^ v^y innocent and 
virti^ous Peribns. 

4^. I liope you will give u$ no ^a|:aniples but fuch 
as you bplieve your felf 

' ufr^. I cannof promife that, beq\ufe I know not 
what is true, and wha^ not, in thi^ Matter. Many a 
Mian hsth verily b^iey^ he hath toi^n a Spirit exter- 
ndly b^orf him, wtv^h it hath bef ii only aa internal 
tmage dancing in his owa Bt^in, By thU Mpns, 
Bpo^s are full of Stories of fu^h like F9^, and no 
^i^^ (pan tell wrhich of the^i a^e by ?ea|/ Spirits, 
which V diabolLical Uljufion, either within or wi^hoat 
th? 9raia'i ghd vyhich are only Itrong Im^gir^tio^s, 
Withpttt ^ny Spi^^it at all. And t;hereF<M?? \ dar^ not 
afiiire you of my o^^n B^li^ of the Inftances'l (hall 
giVj^ \ y^t \ ^jU ptpnnijfe to brina none but froin 
p)bet iVvtbcxrs^ and fu(:h ^ ^^ u^^% quoted and 
^viff4<^ Wjbe^ ^^ ^]i^ againit ai^cus'd Witches : 
ithfp^fote it i» but coijpmorj ju^e that th^v 
^' '^ \ "^ • ' ftiouW 
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ihould have as much Credit when they deliver any 
thing tliat make^ for them. 

* Lavflter of Walking Sprits^ (for it is the E/igHJh Tran- 
'flatition that I have by me) 1/ Part, 19/fo Chapter, 

fpeaksthus. * I heard a grave wife Man, which was a 
-* Magiftrate in the Territory of T/^»r/>, who affirmed, 

* That as he and his Servant Went through the Failures 
^ in theSummer very early, he fpied one whom he knew 
•^ very well, wickedly defiling himftAf with a Mare'; 

* wherewith hetng amazed, he returned ' back again, 

* and knocked at his Houfe whom he fuppoftd he had 

* leen, and' there underftood for Certainty, that he 

* went not one Foot out of his Chamber that Morn- 

* ing, Cfc: i rfehearfe (faith he) thisHiftory for this 
'^ End, That Judges Ihould be very circumfpeft in 

* thefe Cafes ^ for the Devil by thefe means doth 

* often circumvent the Innocent. 

Mr. Oark, in his nft Vol. of Examples^ p. 150. re- 
-ports how an evilSpirit appeared to Mr. Er/r/at one 

Time in the Form of Mr. Lydda/- and at another 
^ under the Form of the famous Mr. Rogers of Bed- 

ham. To be fure that evil Spirit appeared to Mr. Ear/ 
^fck fomeevil Purpofe ^ and if inftead of appearing to 

htm, he hJid appeared to (bme melancholy Perfoh, 
, that had been thought to be under the Power of 

3^^itchcraft, Muft thofe two good Men have conie 
-n^nder the Sufpicion of being Wizzards ? 

' Tdpifts have many Relations of this fort. I wHl 
* give y©u one, that was either true in Faft, or which 
•from the Qbfefvation of fuch like Fa6ls, was con- 
'trived to give the Readers needful Caution. It is la 
"'Earth, de Spina ^\n his ^eftion^s de Strigibus. -— 

' There he tells us, that 5. German lodgjing in an Inn 
"* in the Night-time, law a Rendezvous of Witches 

' feafting and. dancing ^ and calling up the People of 

* the Houfe, he ask'd them, if they knew thofe Per- 

* fons : They laid, yes, they were thek Neighbours, 
[ that lived in the lame Town j whereupon to con- 

I vincQ 
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V vifice^theirt of the DeviFs Wiles, he' commanded • 
^ the Spirits tQ keepv their Places ^ and- fent the Peo-- 
'.^ple.to the) Houfes t£thole Nei^hboiirs that they- 
' . fiw,,Vanii they found them all in their Beds at home.* 
* Ugpn tbi§ St. Gif/r«^dOT adjured the Devils, and they' 
^ conf^fS'd,^ that ttey*: had taken thofe Shapes to im-; 
\ pole upon credulous. Men/ Very likely that Le-- 
gend was contrived by fomebody or other who kneWJ 
that bqre • Arguments: of Realbn would iiot be ftrong 
enougti tp ^ope with' a footed Error of that Nature -^ 
and therefore thought it would be no Sin^ but a need- » 
ful Service, to drive outgone Superftition with ano^' 
ther : And fince rit was only to t^dh People the 
Snares of the Devil, and lavetheLives of innocent 
People, after fo noany bloody Executions as they had • 
leen, it will be veryneceflary that welhould receive- 
the PoQruie, tho' we negleO: the Tale, v . . 

Thefe good People ,in New Biglani have had,^ 
perhaps, ^s large Experience of thefe Matters as aay 5 
and in the midft of their Confufions,/ their Clergy • 
had a> Meeting at theDifiie of their Magiftrates, to 
give their Opinion in fever al Cafes propdfel to them : 
And the Queftion was, Whetlyer Safari may not ao- 
pear m the Shape of an^ innocent and pious, as well as 
of a nocent.and mcked Verjon^ to xi0j.ii fuch as fuffet 
by Diabolical Moleftation ? And they retpmed it as 
their Opinion, "I'hat he might •, and confirmed it not 
only by Examples of other Times and Places, but by 
what they had feen amongft themfelves. And it is 
particularly obfervable, how in the latter Part of their 
.Tragedy Mr. Cotton Mather changed his Mind in 
this Point from what he had been of in the Begin- 
ning ; For in the 27/^ Page of his Memorable Frov. 
he advifed the aiilifted young Woman in his Houfe, 
if (he could not tell the Names of ttiofe that Ihe law 
at ;thei Witches Meetings, to defcribe them by their 
Cloaths. But in the Yqar 1693, when he vifited ano- 
ther in a like Qfe, he faith, He and his Father ^/zw 

her 
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hr fvlem Chafiet, that Jhe Jhoteid rathir die, thd 
teU, the Na^s qfjua whom Jhe tmgbt inu^ine ihsjhi 
fm. See Mr. Mather's Lettfei in Mr. a/ef, p. io. 
1 ipeaft not this in way of Repfoach ; for «ve ar* not 
the-Men thdt may upbraid one another fot dlteri/ie 
oar Minds, When God. teafches os WiOofe bV fS 
Providence ; but wbefi oiher^ fee an Erfof, let not us 
contimie in it. 

Sinte I have coHeffed arid drawn up rircfe Times: 

\ fee the Mibsa of The Cmpkat mfierv ofWim 

c^t, &c hathr^printid the Fir/ Faas and Depofi- 

ttons that deceived tliefe gtwd Pwple inJVWS?^ 

^;<i,^d6adiftoptthde, without giv&igifly ri^i 

m of Notice of tbe^^Mifchibf that followed and the 

aw?ow they had for what they had done : And whd 

can' be ibie to give a rational Anfwef to fuch a' CsHEb^ 

where the Faft is faid befei-e him fb parrialiy > HbW 

c*ta!nWmiat- oor People fell into the faftie'RSlftes, 

n thcff Maids' are' poifoned with fcch faTe Hifltoiv' 

and- jlo( one troubles himfelf to anltver them, and let' 

th« Truth be.feen. I hope therefore ingefli<^us Men 

wili not only jnftify me with relpea to the Pains tfaak 

I havetabeff in thisSubjea, but will take pan in foclt 

l^bburs as are neeefl&ry to deciy fochill Books arid 

Mvent the Mifchief thfey niuft necelfirily do-- if 

Itrftcred t» pate as time Htftory uftanlWcr'd'. 
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The pretended Wikhcrdfts at Mohr^ itt 

S w E D E ij-i 

Adv.^ ETusleav^thlsCafeofJV'^fi^/^)*^. to^ 
I J fee they are fenflble cf their Enor, and arb 
much to becomttieilded for their honeft Ci<mfeffionof i^. 
Few have had Virtue enotrgh to do v<rhat they have dofti. 
for preventing the ill Effea off their Ekatnple ; s(na 
fince we learn Truth and Wifdom from their Miftakt, 
we ought not to rfeoroach them for it. But whzit db 
you think of the Witchcrafts at Mdhfa in Smien f 
The Niarrative of thtilr Cafe is faid to bd taken out qf 
the, Rarords of the Cduft Iboit after the Tjtrte, and b 
fince tranftated dut of High T^utch hj Dr. Hdi^n^ck^ 
and is prmted at the End of Mi*. Gianvil, and IW:. 
Mofe^s Kelations of Witches ahd Spirits. Tnefe wefe 
condemned at that one^ Time of Judgmefnt. rio Ibug^ 
fiflce than 1670, FoU^ftore aftid five Perfens, fifteen 
of which were Children-, and moflr, if not all of 
them, were burnt and executed. There were befides, • 
^ix and thkty Children that ran the Ganfflet, and Twentjr 
Were whipt on' the Hsinds at the Church-doot every 
5//W^7 for Three Weeks together. Now what judg- 
ment will you make of this > Was this a Flame 
kindled by credulous Men ? Were there- only fb'mc 
odd Difeafes amongft the Children ; and did fuprt- 
ftitious Principles and Frbfecutions Wow it up into fuch 
a fiid Calamity ? In a word, Do you think, thii Cadfe 
was like that in New England. 

- CJeti. I make not tKe leaft QgiefR6h but it ivas j 
smd tho' it be a great Difidvintafge to^ aiWfvf ier Whieife 
one hath little Qmo-Aecoufttdf tlie FaS, c&fc^ thit 
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Ihort Pamphlet that was written on purpofe to fiip- 
port its Belief and therefore would leave out fuch 
things as would help to deteft it ^ yet it confutes itfelf ^ 
for I think it haith^ as koad Signs of a miftaken, but 
auel Superftition,' as any that is extant. 
. And firft, you know, the Foundation that I ground 
tipoit is, That thefe fuppofed Witchcrafts arq much 
owing to filfe Principles,, aijd .imprudent Profecutions. 
And juft fb it was here •, for this Power of carrying 
away Children, for which tft^fe poor People died, 
;]both began apd ended with the Accufation§- fqt 
:9blerve, i^a£e, 8. thefe Witches confefs that till 
of late, till that Year and the laft, they had 
little or no Power of carrying them away i ..This 
fliows, that their imaginary Vowqv began with the 
'JProfecution •, for the King's Commiflioners fat in Au- 
^^fi J. and- the Acculation muft have been carrying on 
.that Piece of the Year before it,, and fome part of 
^the laft, before it would come, fo bigh as a Royal Vi6- 
"l^ation i . and luft fo long, they lay^ they had had 
't^I^ir great 'Power. And it ; ended alfb with it, for 
'thefe Judges did not go on accqfingand burning more ^ 
J have heard* for the iame Real^n for whicii they 
^Itopped in New Englani^ becaufe it came to the 
Wealthy,, and bepaule they could. f§e no End of Exe- 
cutions. And therefore they did ftay their Hands •, 
and five Years after, 1715;^ I find the very Bruit 
,of thefe Witchcrafts was over,' and the Place , was 
in Peace. See a Letter from Sweden to BekAer^ 
jn t^e Fourth Volume of his IVor/d bei^itched^ 
;.0..;29. §. II. Now from hence L argue, that as 
tWs mighty Power began and ended with the Pro- 
,j£cution, fo it owed its very Being to it. They 
^had had no fuch Flame, if their own Superftition 
had not kindled it. ; 

. .^, Then obfcrve, 2dly^ There were Three lujndied 
!Cbiildren laid to be carried away every Night out 
:oFvOne Town to Blockula. The Children faid, they 
... • ^ were 
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were lure they were there in Body % for the De- 
vil fed them at the Door, while the! Witches fit 
down with him at . the Table. And yet there is 
not Mention of one (ingle Witncls to prove, that 
any one Child was ever wanting out of its Fa- 
' ther's Houfe 'or JBed •, nay, one Clefgyman ft tc up 
and watched, and (howed his Wife the Child in 
Bed all Night ; 'only al)out Twelve a-Clock the 
rChild groaned and .fliivered. |s it not plain, then, 
that the, People had' frightened their Children with 
'£) m^ny Tales,. tha,t^" they could not flee^ without 
dreaming of i\\t Devir-, ahd then made the poof 
'Women of the Town confefs what the Childrert 
laid of them. . ' 

3^,' OMexve the\ incAifttous Abfurdity of thefe 
fiippofed Fa£ks-, for f ththk , they make the coarleft 
Story that ever I met with. Thele Women and 
Childrei), they iay, i6it • to Blockula upon Men \ 
and thole Men When 'they came there, were reared 
againft , the . Wall afleep. Then again, they rode 
upon Pofts; or upon Goats with Spits ftuck into 
their BacklMes. They ftew thorough- Chininies and 
Windows, without breaking either Brlcfc or Glals* 
When they vvere there, they lay with the Devil, 
and had Sons, and- Daughters.^ and thofe Children 
again Were married, and brought forth Toads and 
Serpent^. (Here are -Children and their Iflue in a 
'Night). Then they build Houfes, and the Walls 
fill lipori' them,' and make them black and bluei 
They' ire bdaten and abuled, and laughed at*, and 
yet when 'they thou^t^ the Devil had b6*en dead, 
they made great Lanientation. Now, Mr. Advocate^ 
either thefe Things are real, or elfe they are Dreams. 
If you would have me think there is any Reality, 
tell me why I muft deny the Tales df the ColJen 
Legend^ and yet receive thefe > I love to have a 
Reafon for what I do, and if jroa wonli not have 
me'fwallow dl the Lies that are told me, give 
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.fli? a Reribn whf I may (Jen^ ?iny, and yet -k^ 
Ji^e tjipCb? But if you chufe to lay tl^ aie 
t)rfianis an^ Reprefentations, tell ma what Keafon 
irpq hiv^ for hangtng ar}d burning poor People, 
ipr dreanr^ing they do that whiqh you aje fur^s they 
4o not dp. But that you may be fuie that the^ 
were pn^fe Dreams, or rather feigned, esuQrtfd Lies, 
which Ibme told, and the reft aflented tpj, pray 
read the laft Le?f pf that Narrative. . It is fiid ther<r, 
^f)/ft ft th4t very time^ while they were in Gmrt h- 
fore ih^ X^mmffiomrs^ jhe DevU appeared- to thfm 
V^ry terr'hhie^ with Ckms on hjf Handf. and Fe^.y 
and pp/rf; Horns on hi^ Head^ and a long X^ ifff- 
pind, and Jhezioed to them a Fit burmt^ with ff 
Hand flit' oHt.i^' but thepf^il-did thrufi the Fer- 
/on 4^n 4gAin mth an Iron fprk Now |be Qjjfr 
jP;i9n I v^^ptfld ask you is, /Whether ther^ wj|s rea% 
then a fi^y? Pi(, sj Perjbn -burning, and thrww; down 
ffith ap J^oa Fork ? Or -was it a feign^ jhing^ 
^ a felfc Detpfipn ? , :' 

[ Adv. Xov be fu^e there wits no burning . I^ake |p 
the Fkc^: before theni s \9nd therefore it muft be a 

felfe E^iufion* : : . 

Ofrg- Why then do you believe fuch a rqal Tlacse 
^s Bloefyik^ apy. more than a real Fire before- you? 
Whep ypu t^ them deceived, and deceiving, or 
fife belying themfdves, before the Faces of their 
Ju4g^ J why ftiould you noi; fuppole in their Fa* 
your, that they ^re as much mittaken, when they 
gharge themfelves with ttyipg through Walls, ridi^ 
upon Men, denying God, contrafting vvith the p^ 
yil, having Sons apd Daughters by him, .and builds 
i^ng H^ufes, -and the reft of that Stuff, (And g* 
their Gonipa9:s, and Sacraments, and Feafts be merr 
pjeams, What have thfy to aijfwer ibr, that made 
f ourfcoie Fi?^s of human Bodies, becaule the poojr 
Wietche^ dreamed th^y did what they did not 
4o. , S}^h ^wxm. wHl not help lis to triumph ovef 

. » Saaiu* 
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SfiiiMHs^ but make n>oi:e Sdiucefs thaa there anp 

; . But there is ooe Part of their Confeffion, chat I 
jdiink is tnwe extraordinary than thefc. They iay 
jtbey haye.tivo Spirits called Grry^j j one like a 
£li/, the other like 9 JR^z?^^ •, and thefe fetch thenji 
Jbome Bi^^r^ and Cftft?/^, and iB^<r<7;i, and all Ibrts^ 
b^JScfdt jBflA. MH^ Now, to p^fs by the reft, pray 
lell me, Mr. Mvome^ how jhis Cat and . Raven 
brought home Milk? A Cat or Raven could net 
well carry a Pale or Pitcher for their Milk, Which 
wajr then <xwld.they bring it hon^e ? I can deyile 
JK) way, ufllels they drank it firft, and then feew- 
«d it up agfiin for the Witche,s to drink after them. 
And I think the x$/& Page intimates, that it* was 
thi5 tway •, for there it is laid. That thefe Carryci'^ 
Jometmes fiH themfelves fo fuU^ that they fpew by 
$be w^ h ^hicb fpewing, is fguni in fever al Gardens 
pbere Qolwdrfs grom^ and not far from the Houfcs 
pf thpji Witches J and is called Butter of Witcm. 
j^ow'vi would ^be dadi^ if- 1 could find a way qf 
leprd^ptingth^FcjIy 0^ without j:dle£ling u|>- 
on the $w^ Commifuoners, or Dr. Horneck, whp 
jotanflated tbdr Book -, but 1 know jno wav of do- 
4ag it yJoT it is as plain as thp Day, That fuch 
JFroth in Meadows and Gardens is not from Witehet 
and Spirit! Q)ewing;, but from Grajboppers^ and 
other little lif/f£^x, that hatch their young ones lom^- 
timijs in ^ Cottons, and fometimes in Froths, and 
l^metinaes in bended Leaves, drawn over wii;h a 
curious Covering as fine as Lawn-, and when J 
Ikt Svpedijh Judges, and Dr. Horneck after them, 
learn fiom the Rabble to call \i Witches Butter^ 
jand hang and born their Neighbours from fuch Evi;- 
dence ^ I cannot but fiand amazed, and am forty 
So good a Man as Dt. liorneek, was lb for over- 
ihsn as to tranflate fiich a dangerous Hiftory for 
onr Peoj^e to Jb^ro &Qmv I make no great Qy^ 
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ftion, but now they have his Authority, the next 
time that they fet upon finding Witches, they ^vvill 
add this Sign of Witches Butter, to the others that they 
have of Scratching^ and Watching^ and Walkings and 
Weighing ^ and Swimmings and Searching -, for they arc 
tnuch of a piece, and fit to go together •, but none 
of them proceed from the Preferver of Men j they 
come of Evil, and are Inventions of the Deftroyer. 

[Adv. They were not thefe Gircumftances, but 
their own Confeffions, that were the Ground of thek 
"Condemnation. 

Clerg, Confejjio rei impoffihilis non eft Confeffiojans 
mentis. A Confeflian ot any thing that is impoffiblc 
or abfurd, is not the Conteffion of a iburid Mind. 
That will always be an inviolable Rule with all wife 
Judges i but it Was altogether forgotten in this Qle be- 
fore us. ' . • 
.Then there was too much Art and Perfuafion ufed 
ta draw thele milerable Creatures to confefs. In 
IPag. 5. of the Narrative, it is laid, The Commffioneri 
examined the Witches^ but. could not bring them to 
any CojifeJJion^ all continuing; ftedf aft in their Denia/s. 
Bekker^ who quotes from the lame High Dutch Nar- 
rative that Dr. Uorneck tranflated, exprefles it, lis 
nioient prefq-^ tout avec une grande opiniatrete^ & 
non obftant qu on les y Contraignift. That they almoft 
all denied with great Obftinacy, tho' they were hard 
prefs'd. Now fome Men, if they had been Com* 
^miffioners, would not have preffed them lb hard, 
'to confels fuch abfurd Things, when they had alTured 
them, that they neither did, nor could do them. 
Some Commiffioners would have acquiefced, and pi- 
tied the poor Creatures, and have chidden their credu- 
l6us Accufersj but thefe Commiffioners had other 
Notions, and therefore urged them farther, and ex^ 
'.torted Confeffions. Now how can one chufe but 
think, that thefe Fourlcore were juft like the Fifty 
Confeffions in Neto England ? They confeflM, b^ 
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cacKie they were haid prefled, and could not be at 
reflr 5 ami, perhaps, b^aufe they hoped the Judges 
would have been more merciful, than to burn 16 
very many without cood Qufe. And if inftead 
of burning, they had pirdoned them in Swede/2^ 
as they did in New England^ thefe would have 
gone off from their Confeffions as eafily as thole 
dii 

C H A P. VII. 

the Witches of Warbois. \ 

• ■ . 

. Jdv. T E T us return home again to FaQs a- 
i ^ mongft our felves. The Witches otfT^zr- 
hois are well known •, Three of them, Old Samuel and 
his Wife, and Agnes Sami^ely their Daughter, were 
condemned at Uuntington^ by Mr. Juttice Tenner^ 
Jipri/ ihQ ^th 159?, for bewitching (as wasfuppos'd) 
Five of Mr. Throgmortotis Children, Seven Servants, 
the Lady Cromi^e^^ and the Coaler's Man, ^c. The 
Father and Daughter indeed maintain d their Inno- 
cence to* the laff ^ but the old Woman contefid, as 
appears by the Narrative printed the lame Year. 

Tliat which makes this Execution more remarkable 
i^ Th^t Sir Samuel Cromtx>eU, Husband of the atbre-r 
laid Lady CtomweU^ having the Goods of thefe People, 
to the Value of Forty rounds efcheatecj to him as 
Lord of the Manor, gave thefiid Forty Pounds to the 
Ms^r and Aldermen of Ifuntingtori^ for a Rent- 
Charge of Forty ShilUqgs yearly, to be paid out of 
their Town-Lands, for ao Apnual J^Sure upon the 
Subjeft of Wltchcr^t^ to be preach'd at their Town 
iBVtoy Lady-Day^ by a h(^Qr or Bauhelar of Divinity^ 
. ' H 3 o* 
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of ^ueerf% College hi CamMJjge. This LeSure fe 
continued to this Day •, and i defke to know, What 
you havie to lay againft that FaSS. 

Oerg. I make no queftion, but that Learffei Bofy 
hath taken Care to have that Leftore preached l^ 
fcch grave, judicious Perfons, ^s would teath the PecM 
p!c fafe Notions about Witchcraft, aftd diftourage 
them from imitating any thing that was amifs in that 
Profecution. And as for the Donation, there is no doubt, 
but-tha^ Superfticion makes as large Oflferings as true 
Religion •, and that many Gifts have been given to 
fiipport the Credit of doubtful Anions : And there-* 
fore I will pafs over the LeSun^ and confider the 
Falf. 

And, 1. It ought to be obferv'd, that this Prolecu- 
tion was not grounded upon any previous Afts of 
Sorcery, that thele People had been taken in ^ but 
upon Expetitfrents and Charms, which the ^o* 
lecutors compelled them to urc, and tiled uppi^ 
tiiem. 

Then the Beginning of 'it is ftch as makes thfe WhcSte 
thing very defervedly fufpe£ted. One of the Diisgh^ 
ters had Fits, and was ill ^ but there were ito Sigi» 
or Thoughts of Witchcrrft, till this old Motfier 
Samuel living near them, -cam© in t6 fed her, and 
fite in the Chimney-Corner with a black knit Cap 
On her Head 5 and when the Child in her FIf 
Jaw het, (he faid, fhe looked like a(n old Wittb; 
and from that Time took a Fancy that (he had 
bewitch'd her. After that the othet Children had th6 
fame Fears and Fancies, and Fit$ like hets ^ and no- 
thing is more common, ttocti for Children to take fucfi 
frights ftom one another. 

After this the Lady Croffiwelly to whoffe Hiteibind 
the(e Samuels were Tenants^ canfie td Wr. Thngntor- 
ton*s Houfe. She lent fbt the did Womdn, and aVtd 
her Witch, and abufed hef , i«d prfl&i off her Kerthcf^ 

and Cut off fonne of her H^/ Snd gave it t6 Mtsi 



The Witchei. of WarboK; 163 

Thrt^gmmbn to burn fer a Chatnri. At Night this 
Ladjr, 'as was very Ukely fhe would after fuch an ill 
Day's Work, dream^ of Mother Samuel and a Cat^ 
and fell into Fits \ and abont a Year and a Quarter 
ifter died. And if her Death was really occafionedL 
by the Fits that began then, I can only count it % 
juft Confequence of h6t 'oivh Sin, and Folly, an4 
Superflition. 

It is faid in that Narr^rive,. that there were Nln^i 
$pt\u that belonged to th6fe People, and called Mo- 
ther S^;;!riy^/ their oE Ibamt. Two of their Names 
I have, forgot, but the .othpr Seven were, Vluck^ 
hardname^ Catchy ThnejeT^^jir's that wete Coufins, 
and hlevo. The Children le&med to talk with thelS 
Spirits in their Fits. The Standers-by neither law an^ 
Sfcapd, nor heard any Voice, but only urtdei'ftocid what 
the Spirits' faid by the Children's Attfw^rs, and by 
what the Children told them afterward, I will give 
you a Specimen of 6.ne, which yon rtiay find in th$ 
Narrative, /^^ 64. The Diallogue was becwefen ofie 
6f the Sfnac% and Mrs. Jbari^ the eldelt Daughter of 
Mr. ThrogfHofton^ about the Age of Sfetqien or Seven-^ 
leen Years 5 and, as the Thoughts of young Womeij 
about that Age, run upoh Love and Courrfhip/flie 
thought Smac was in Love with her, and lought to 
Win ner Favour, and taught her Charnis, and^ fouglft 
for het; and promifed to bring his Oli t)ame either t6 
ConfefTion or Confufion. But fee the Diahi^gue' itfel^ 
as it is printed in the Narrative. /- * . : ; 
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*' ffom whence corht ycm, •MvSmtc. mi •■w^ 
« Uews do you bring MTteSpitit-yrWe^d, that^te 
♦* catne from Fighting. Trorti t^t^ttng, iaid fti^ 
*♦ ^ith'vrhom I pray yott'? Tlifc %}ttt arifmired, with 
« PhtirJi' Where did M AgW, I pray," faid. ftaf 

* Tfefe Spkit anfwere4. In ^Is di^Oi^^ feaki^otife, 

* •vWch'is an old Houfe ftaridifig'WM(Jtti«r'5if/fe;^/»S 
? ¥ard, and they fought with great Cmijiaves this 
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*' laft Night. And who got the Maftery, I pray yoo; 
*' laid (he? He anfwered, that he broke fluck^ 
*' Headp Said (he, 1 would that he had broke your 
*' Neck alio. Saith the Spirit, Is that all the Thariks 
•' that I (hall have for my Labour > Why, fiith 
(he, do you look for Thanks at my Hand ? I would 
you were all hang'4 up 4Dne againft another, and 
Dame and all, for you are all naught ; but it is no 
matter, (aid (he, I do not well to curie you \ for 
** God, I trull, will defend me from you all So he 
f departed, and bad her Farewell. 

Soon after (he lees tluck come \n with his Head 
hanging down, and he told her again of the Battel, 
and how his Head was broke. When he was gcHie, 
Catchy (he laid, came in limping with a broken L^. 
And after him Blevo brought his Arm in a Strii^ 5 
but they threatned, that when they (hpuld be wdl, 
they would join together, and be revenged of Smdc. 
Next Time i\ax Smac came, (he told him of their 
Defign •, but he let them light. He bragg'd, that he 
could beat two of them himlelfj and his Coufia 
Smac would be of his fide. See thefe latter Oia- 
logues at large, pag. 65, 66. And I think I may 
venture to (ay, that this is as ridiculous as any of tl» 
Topijh legends. But when Courts of Juftice will give 
Ear to the Vifions oi (ickly Girls, they muftexpeO; 
iuchTra(h. 

Adv. But the old Woman confefs'd. 

0erg. She did lb ^ but I pray take Notice, how 
ier ^nleffion was drawn from, her. For about two 
Viears after the fii^ Acculation, (he maintain'd her 
Innocence ftoutly, an4 laid, they were wanton Chtt- 
dren. But by long ill ufige, her Husband, oin one 
£de Iwearing at atn bating hen add on the odher 
fide Mr. ^Thr^mmofiy and the Children Icratcbing, 
fnd |ryij|g unfak Tricks, ^d keeping jher f^oip h& 
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MrnHomdamongfthis Childreit, (fot contrary tbdll 
other Cafes, her Prefence was their Prefervative) I 
icckon her Health was fo impair'd, that one Night 
ihe was vapour'd to that degree, that they thought 
die Devil was in her. 

Then obferve how very foully they drew her 
Confeffion from her, p. 44. " The Onldren with 
^"^ Tears begg'd^ that Jhe would confefs. They faii 
•' they Jhould be well^ if Jhe confefs' d^ and they woud 
** forgive her from the Bottom of their Hearts \ and 
" befides that^ they would intreat their Friends and 
" their Varents^ fo much as in them lay^ clearly t/>for^ 
** giix and forget all that was paft.^ — Still this 
would not do. Sh^ would not confels, (he laid. 
What was not true. But Mr. Thrqgmarton prevail^ 
with her to charge the Spirit in the Name of God, 
that they might have no more Fits. She yielded to 
that, and then the Children would grow well. This 
furpriz'd the poor Woman, and, very likely, made . 
her believe, that all had really proceeded ftom her 
ill Tongue s and having been told lb often, that if 
fhe would but confei^, all would be well, and they 
forgive her, fhe cried and confels'd 5 but in a Day or 
two, (he denied all again. Then lAx.Throgmorton 
was angry, and threatned to carry her before the Bi- 
Ihop to Bugdetf. Aad upon Condition that (he might 
not be carried thither, (he promiled to confefs again, 
provided it might be to Mr. Throgmorton alone 5 but 
he fecretly plac d People under the Window^ to hear 
what fhe laid ^ and by this Threatning, Prottiife, and 
cGontiivance, he gained a Second Confeffion. 
.. About this Time,, the Spirits, as they (aid, taught 
them, but, in Truth, their own Folly led them to 
life a Charm to try them by \ and tho' it was a de(peh 
rate Snare to their own Lives, Mr. Throgmorton had 
tiiat Power, that they made the poor Woman fay it 
^ hmidred Times over. I charge thee^ thou Devil^ as 
Jl^e tbee^ at^d ha:^ /^thority over fhe^^ and am a 
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VITttch, ani. gtalty rf this Matter^ thai thou fugtf 
this Child to be xoell at prefent. Upon the fiying 
this, the Children would come out of their Fits \ but 
this ought to have been of no Moment ag^nft Ae 
Perions ; for the Writer of the Narrative owns, that 
the Children would come out of their Fits at many 
other filly Experiments ^ as carrying them abroad,, 
or into the Church*yatd, or even turning thek Fstces, 
one way rather tteto another. In Probability they 
could ettha put themfelves into theit Fits, or come 
out when they would. And therefore it is pbfer- 
vable, that, when any Times were fet, that they 
fhould be free from their Fits till that Day, it was 
accepted, unlefs S^rat^ers came. And if any Stran^ 
gers did happen to come, then they never Bird to 
have them. I think it appears fufflciemty plain by 
thit, both that the Children could manage thehf 
own Fits, and alfi> took great Plesdiire in imldng 
Strainers wonder. 

Then this Matter happen d very unfortunately to 
be tried before a Judge that was not experienced 
in theie Matters. See but this one Pafiag6 at the 
Tryal of the old Man. He trad made no Confei^ 
fion, but declared his Innocence, and yet the Judge 
told him. — " That if he would not fpeak the 
^\ Words of the Charm, the Court would hold hinfil 
^\ guilty of the Crimes he was accuied of \ and fa 
^^ at length with much ado, the laid Samuel with 
** a loud Voice faid in the hearing of all prefent. — Ast 
** am a Witch ani Hi. consent to the Death of the 
** Lady Cromwell, fo I charge thee Devi/^ to fufer' 
** Mrs. Jane to come out of her Fits at this frefettt . — 
" Upon this fhe came out of her Fit. Then th^ 

Judge faid, you fee all, fhe is now weH, but not 
** by the Mufick oif David's Harp, 0V. 

Upon thefe and fiich like Evidences they were rfl 
Three condemned. The old Wonjan, in hope tdp 
prevmt Execution, pleaded, that Ihe was Witk (Mi^ 
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^ that, tfte Ojurt burflr irtw Lairghter,' for flie wash 
ift* Foiirfeore ^ and the rldicdous oM Womta laugH. 
as feft as they, fb carelels was (he grown of hel^ 
Ltfe. The t)ati^ter feems to ha^'e l^tt 3 young 
Woman of ittore th:ln ufaai Virtue. The greatefl 
I«tettet that they eoiild fay agamft her, that ! ie^ 
inember, Was, that when they fifft ame to ap^r^ 
hend fter^ flie hid her, M*: And k wste no v«fondei? 
that ffie Was urwHlifi^ to dome into^- their Hand*,* 
vlfeen fhp kifew by ivnat i^iys they (tad inveigle* 
ter , Mother fo Confeffiori. Btrtf they jyulled her oat 
of fier hiding Place, iwd twade hef fiiy the Qnlef 
Charms, as hrt Mother had faid before i but riot^ 
Withftamftng the Chfldren's coming out of their Fits^' 
it her faying of it, (he ftoutly maintained her In-* 
nocertce ftom firft tO laff! 5 itii at the Tim6 of her* 
Tryil fhe ftiew'd a Piece of Virtue and Coufrage 
that miiry other wcnAd not •, for fome that flood by 
her, pttyltfg hei Utd OlS, perfvraded het to pload' 
that (he was With Child : Btft (he f*M, J^^ ^^ Z'^-* 
wr fvouid da' it \jor it'Jhouli never he faid Jhe t»af 
Both a Witch and a Whore. ^ The M Womm alfo 
dear'd her, and fiid what flie could to halve fived 
feet, but tjiey could negleflt that Fart of her EvldenGd 
i$ the Words of a lyihg brainffick oH Wortiart. And 
it feertis to me, that ftom tlte Time that they in-' 
cmgled her with titeir Chirnri^, and made her be- 
fieve the Spirits obeyed her Words, fhe was noe 
of a found Mindi aad one Night, about thatTime^ 
ihe was overcome with V^pt^urs and ftightful Dreamy 
that ft ms thought, that fhe had as mudi of thd 
Devil in her as the Children : And which was a 
manifeft Sign of Vapours, her Belly was huffed up 
as big as a little Loaf. The Author of the Nana- 
tive indeed fuppofes, that it was then, that the De- 
vil got her with Child : But I think it is beyond 
CJiwion, loth that he .was a weak credulous Man 
fcr ftppofing iuch a Thing, and that (he was re^ 
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.ally opprefs'd with Vapours •, for the fvirdling and 
sieving of the Belly is one of the moft confbnt 
Signs of them. 

And therefore, I do not doubt, but I may clofc 
this Cafe with the Judgment of Dr. Harfnet^ ate- 
wards Archbiftiop oiTork, who enquired narrowly 
into Cafes of this Nature, and wrote while the Thing 
wasfrefti, and he calls the Narrative of thefe Witches 
of Warbm , a ridiculous Book, and the Witchcraft 
only iiippofed* See the 9^^ Page of his Detection 
of the fraudulent Praftices of lAx . Darre/. Speaking 
In that of Somers the famous Counterfeit, that Mr* 
J)arrel was thought to have difpoflefs'd , he faith, 
^ Moreover he had heard and read fbme Part of a 
*^ very ridiculous Book, concerning one Mr, Tbrog^ 
^i marsatfs Children, (fuppofed to have been bewitched 
*' by a Woman of Warbois,) whereby be faith, that 
** he, /. e. Somcrsy confefFed, that he leam'4 fome 
^* new Points, and was not ignorant, as ftt Occaii« 
*' on ferved, to afcribe what he lift to Witches. 

And the Narrative of this Cafe alfo is this Year 
reprinted at Urgp in the for^mentioned compleat 
Hiflory of Witchaaft, Gfc. And as our comm<Mi 

I People are of themfelves too forward in receiving, 
fuch fuperftitious Notions, tho' they tend direftly to 
the ihedding Blood, I hope all good Men will agree 
with me, in thinking, that the more Infection is 
fcatter'd abroad amongfl the People by ill Authors 
and covetous Bookfellers, the more need is there of 
proper Afliftances to help weak Minds, in judging 
pf fuch. dark, yet flrong and bloody PelpfionSr 
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The try al before my Lord Chief Bairok 

Hale. 

t 

j^ur.T^KAY let me pat one Cafe more to you, 
X ^^ ^s ^^^^ di Amy l>uny and Kofe CuUeni^r^ 
try'd and condemned by our late ©ccellent Lord Chief 
Baron Uale. That one Cafe weighs more with me 
than all ' the reft. If you can give a fair AnlWer to 
that, it will make me wonderfully cautious in this 
Matter. 

Qler. I have as true an Honour and Reverence for 
that great and good Man as you have \ bnt we muft 
not lb 6r forget the coibmon Frailty of our human 
Nature, as to think it ftrahge for a great Man to 
be in one Error. And lince an Account of the 
Tryal of thofe Two. poot Women was prints 
in his Lordfhip's Life -time, for an Appeal to the 
World, I will take the Liberty to make ibme Re- 
inarks upon it. 

In the firft Place, it feems to me , that there arc 
fcveral Signs of a great Zeal and Eagernefs in the 
Profecutors. They laid 1 3 feveral Indictments againft 
them. By that means they gave in Evidence of Thin^ 
that had been faid and done long before, at diftant. 
Times and Places \ and 1 when they were laid together 
they fiipported one anotW, and made a greater Ap-. 
pearance of Guilt, ihan'ithey had at the feveral Tunss ; 
when they were doiie. ^ \ 

Notwithftanding this, confider how very few Things 
they could prove, that were real Fa£ls of the fuppofSl 
Witches doing. One fingle Witnefs, Iborothy Durent^ 
confefTeJ of herfelf^ . that which was . a . niore crimi-; 
ml A£t oi Sorcery, than "all that they could prove 
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a gainft the other two. For of Fafts, of their doin^ 
I fee little befides giving a Child an empty Breaft 
Seven Years before to qiript k, and giving another a 
little Water, which is ufually done in Vapours 5 and 
by a Gonftruftion that feeixis verytinfccaunable, tbe^ 
would make thofe innocent Aaions to be employing 
of Spirits, and working by .the Devil-, but the fiid 
Dorothy Durent^ having been with a Witch-Doftoj:; 
acknowledges upon Oath, that by his Advii^e, (lie 
iiang'd up ner Child's Blanket iii the Chiwmey, found 
iToad In It it Night, had put it into the Fire, and 
held it there tho' it made i gr^t and horj;ibte Noife, 
atid flalht like Gunpowder, and went oft life i Piftd, 
ind then became invisible, ind that by this tjje Prir 
foner was fcorch'd and burn'djamentably. 

.Now I own I do not believe this W|tne^;$ fox 
flie muft be a filly loofe Woman or the * ivoukj 
hot have gone to the Witch-Poftor. Then her 
Tcftimony is not rational: She iaith, (he belieyed her 
> Witch, and yet left her Child to.be tended by her# 
She rtiakfes the Prifbner's giving the Qiild her ^mpwr 
Br^, to be both an ufual Way to quiet a Child, 
and yet be alio an A8: of Witchcraft. She Iaith, th^ 
Prilbner was very much fcotcht and burnt with Fiie^ 
and yet no Scars or Signs jpf burning were (hewn, 
flio"* Fire-Scars, where real, do not ioon w^ar but ^ 
?nd therefore I believe (he. was a lyiog old Woman. 
But ibppofe it literally true as flie iaith, and whai; 
follows ? Why the only fure Conclufion i$ , that (he 
charged herfelf with real Sorcery in all its fever4 
Steps and Gradations. She firft departed ffom God. 
by fbrfaking his Way of Prayer and natural Means, 
and leaving the Event to his Providence; She eixfi- 
jloyed the Devil by the Ufe (^f a Charm, which 
nie knew could liave no EfFeft without the DeviUs 
Help. After, ^e found a Toad in the Child's Blaiv^ 
ket, which could not get into it in the ChiinDey 
but by the lame Power. As Witches v& to roalt 
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ite l^eprefentation cf the Party to be Mi&c^^ih 
ihe burnt the Togd, and if th«e be my Truth in 
ber Words, affliaed this Rofe CuUender the Prifen?f 
by that Act of hers. And what Judgment can be 
msrie of this Matter > Why 6rft, t^e it in the hai4- 
eft Senfe againft the Prifbner, and imagine, that V 
^t»e i^ior A£^s of Sorcery (he had made herfeif 
^bjefl: to this Power of the Devil, yet both aie 
CMtlty within the Statute, and are but Two Witches tty- 
u^ to perfecute one anoth^. 

014US magnus^ and the Jefiiit Delrio^ and Sh^e^ 
rms, and others that are deep ki the Belief of thefe 
darl( Notions, give us I^elations of eminent Ma|^a* 
ans that had great Contefts with one another, mi 
vied Charm againft Charm, and Spirit againft S]^- 
fit, till the lefe potent Coiljurer was ftbdned or 
Tkilled hy the more powerful. And therefore, if wie 
fiippofe Sorcery in this Ca& before us, we have but 
Witch agsiinft Witch, both employing ^kit% <a^ 
therefi»:e both to be punifh'd ^ for the Law is iiot 
partial, but punifties ail equal Fad:s wherever it'ftnis 
them; Our Statute forbids all Manner of U(e md 
Exercife of any S((H;cery or Charm for employing 
Sjpkijs, and punifhing the guilty Perfon with Deaifi 
it they do Harm to Man or Beift, and with Iipptl* 
jfontnent and Pillory tho' their Cbarqfis have no eiP 
feft. And therefore as ppon this firft Sappofiti<ai 
they ,^h ftand G^Uty, they aie both in Pangqr 
according as they (hall meet with Judges and Juries 
that wiU be partial or impartial in the Executh»i 
of diat Statute. - 

. Bui: this is the hardeft Senfe that can be pi^ 
Mpon t|ie ftifoner's Cafe, and the true State of iris 
muc^ better on her Side. For here are Charms atid 
Sorcery On one hand and nothing on the other. For 
thw Mof^ QiUenier^ at tb? Tincie wl^en ^is Sorcery 
was uied againft h^r, wias unconvicted, unaccuied, 
iinder.ii^ ^lote^on of the Xaw^ an^, j doitbt wXj 
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'♦as an itinocent ^ Woman : For her being afiBiftcJ 
by: this Witneflcs Sorcery was no Pro(rf* of her Gdik 
ev'ri tho* the Faft was true *, for we have a Thi>u- 
' &rA Stories which teach us, that innocent Perforts 
-may be affllfted, ev'n flicking Children in their Mo- 
thers Arms. 

3^r: If your way of arguing, be right, our cdni- 
mon Praftice hath been fadly wrong and partial^ 
-for a great many People make fuch like Thingj 
their ufual Trade 5 and I believe there are few Dif 
covertes without it. But do you think your Argu- 
ment will abide the Teft : For this Wirnefi did 
not hang up the Blanket in the Chimney with de- 
fipi to make terfelf a Witch, but only to difcover 
one that (he fiiipefted. 

' Qer. But how, and by whom, and by what did 

(he try to make the Difcovery ? She tried to difco- 

;Ver by a Charm and Sorcery 5 for the Blanket iri 

•the Chimney was not a common Aft, but defigned 

for a Speli or Call to a Spirit ; And therrfbre (he 

•;tried to difcover the Witch by employing the Devit 

'to afflift another, arid by that to let het know, 

:wbfether that other was a Witch. And is riot t;h\^ 

^ a hopeful Evidence and fit to be laid before a Chri- 

•ftian Court of Juftice ? Had this wife Witnels ino 

•ther Charm to cure the DeVil of his double Deaf-* 

ings, and hold' him fo feft by the Ears, that- he 

ihould only haVe Power to burn Rofe CulkTtiir^ l«t 

i not jto deceive < her felf by any juggling Diflufion ? 

JThis doth not ap^r very ^iAenfc But ks it isP 

plain, that (he uled a Charm and Sorcery, and tiried 

to employ a Spirit •, it is as plain, th^t at leaftflie 

fhould have been let in the Pillqfy as part of the ru^' 

nithment that the Aft of Pailiaitient appoihts- foj 

'thofe evil Praftices- \ ' - 

If this Cohftruftion of the S&tutc had been turned 
trp^n this firfk Witnefs, I doubt pot but It wofrld 
have made the reft more careftd in their Mowing 
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l^cfiinienies ; but as the Tryal went forward, I fhaH 
take Lesive to proceed in its Examination. 

Ml. Fofy^ tte nat Witnefs, deposed, that Amy 
Bum V and Edmund Durem depos'd, thaj B^fe CiA 
itni^ came to their Hoales to have bought Her- 
fif^s 5 andi being denied, they went away difcon- 
teoted and. murmorinK* And had they not very 
juft; Realon to iiod fault, when they whole Em- 

Sbyment it was to £11 fuch things, denied them 
deat -for their Money ? For if others ihould be 
£> diftrufiful of God, and unjufi, and fjperftitiou^ 
they mv& of Neceffity have perifhed for want . of 
fboil. And if it be really true, that the Devil 
gets an Advaai^e at fiich a Time to do Mlfchief 
to their Children or Cartel, I ask you, or any Man 
K> tell me, how that proves Witchcraft in the Per- 
fi>n fiifM^ted ? It hath a great Appearance of a 
Divine rrovidence and PermiiTion, juftiy punifliing 
iU iifage of the Poor, and Superttition^ but it is 
op Proo^ that the poor Women were Witches; 
fi» all thit thev did was, complaining, where they 
hid the higheii Reafon in the World to find fault* 
And I may add fardier, that if we do allow fuch^ a 
Cafe to be a liifficient Proof of Wicchcrafr, unkfs 
God interpoies by Miracle to prevent it, we give 
the Devil O]fl?ortunity of making any of us fuflfer 
at Witches or Wizzards, whenever we fall out with 
our Ne^bours ^ for if he, by the eaiy Ufe of his na- 
tural Skill, doth an Ill-turn at fuch a Time, we 
muft be thought guilty of employing him tp 
do it. 

Ah. Arainft Amy Duty it is fworn. that fti9 
laid onc^ xhat the Devil would not let her reft till 
fi» were reveiagdm Cornelius SandwellV Wife. 

Qerg. This I reckon a Saying mifunderftood, an4 
perverted. For what had ihe done, or what did 
Sie ever do againft that, Woman? She had told. 

I hw. 
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her; that if (he M hot fetch hdtM \m XM^ tHdy 
would be deftroy^ ^ and In i few Day$ k ^oiMd 
fb. Then being a Tenant to het Husband, (he told 
Wm, (as this Woman ftkh) that \S he did Ubt 
take Care of fuch a Chiitinev in' h^ Houfe, it 
vhAA fait) and he took no uire^ aM itdid fiH^ 
though a new one. And the|r w^t Seven or E^t 
Years tackward for lueh trifling Siotles, that w*c 
ridding but good Advice, ofwhlch they vm^ 
tfiak^ very wicked Die. Then this (Sfme zealous 
Wmm added, That a Btother of h^s had feflt 
her a Firkin of Fifh fbr a Preftntj but wten flie 
went t6 fetch it, the Seamen told lier, that they 
beliei^d the DeVil w^^ In it *, ^ it leap^ itm 
tlie Sea, and Was gone. This I cbttnt to be ^rtf 
a Bemer <£ the Seamens^ and fince n(»w ^ tihfe 
Seaifiren that had leen it, wete there to give k 
iipon (^th, bat (Mly this filly Wdmafl- l^ore thu 
they told her lo ; I doubt ndt but ^ey had eatM 
hef Fifh^' and then laugh'd at her for bei^ cM- 

tented with fuch an Anfwer. Carrlia:^ would have 
a fine Time, if others would be fatisfy'd as eaflty^ 
hut tn Teftimonies againft Wiithes there ie nothing 
too trifling. 

' Theri pray oblZstve John Svarn^ Evidence, Md 
karn by that, whether I have fp6k«i this laft word 
without Realbn. He depofed. That- he had Thite 
Carts to carry Corn. One of thfetn wrench'd itoa^^ 
Dun/% Houfe, upon whiih (he taflie out in a Rage, 
iM tbteatned. He d^th not f^l what teltitte 
Words (he u(ed ^ and therefore we may bdiers, 
he called Stolding Thteatning -, and feeing (he had a 
ited Damage, Scolding could bd no mighty Fatitt 
]fi her. But he fiys, that Cart was^OA^Oturft^twiop 
or thtice that Day^ And r ask, fe it not l^ly, 
there was either a jadtfti Horf^y c* a filly I>mir 
that belong'd to that Qrt? For beftrfe the pQ6^i 
- Woman 
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ii ^Wjp^ M ^y^ <Q ^^» ^f»t Qrt conI4 09t 

Id Mbp m Kc^^Qt nut jrao aga'mft her Hpule. Atid 
Id :i^Qi|t aiif Witchcnn, Might not the ||me j^dUh 
bt Mffife Qt w P»y*r wake k g9 wrpng gfterwud 
k «6 iiwdl ii«> be^re > ^m this Witnel^ a4d$, that th9t 
ii 'C^it i$^ % faff V?' 9 (3ate-h?»d, (hough it did not 
k <Bq(i^ thi pofti that th^ could perceive. But If 
re .it-4idnot tQuq> rtie Pofts, \yimt msid? them cut 
U ihe Soft dO)$a ? WUl cutting dowg a foil that Is 
tf m ifupVd, diflblye 3 Charm? But thqr tjialse 
It litteynt^ves rjdlqulous, that the/ might Igy Blanie 
It opQo thi? poor WoiDW* Then %ther, t;hi$ j&me 
f WiOKi^ fwear^ th^t at the I# Imi at Ni^tf, 
9 .tlw }4fia wer« yveary, and coi^d hot vnlpad that 
f ; Ou^. But m a Cale of Blood, would diis hold 
e JI4a9 vulture to take hi$ Q»th, that ^ter the Qar* 
t ye&4ja3iom of a long Siunm^'s Day, Men cpold 
t 4?ot i»e wesity without Witchcraft ? or, Might they 
I jBoit i(w, th^ were mofe yve^ than they i?rei», 
• l>w;i»iile they had a wad to mv^ off, pethsps, 

4br loose cx^ Ke^on thfit be knew not oO And 
I if a Man's Nofe bleed in ,I&iy#, Might not H^t 

and I<ah«wr caui& that without a Pevil ? And that 
\<iis, Qrt was iJQt hewiich'd, tb^ might more ibi- 

J^auXiy have ccniduded Irp^i this. That the ijeict 

Morning, when the Men had a Mind to it, that 

Qurt wias fuilcdded as ealily as the other. 
j/i^v. Is it o(M plain, that 4^ D/f/iy foijetold 

-the ,ChiUnen'*s Rts, widi that odd Cucpml^ce,. 

that their Mouths fliould he ^ clos'd, that they 
' ;fliould take their Breath throi%b Taps > Cogld |he 

^aye f^^ea the very CirciMntqpce of Tajps, if the 

iP^il had not been her In&rmer ? 
(3er£, By that one Fanicular, you may lee |o 

>iPQdi wro^ and imprudent Management of t^ 
., Children, as may juftly indine you to give the lef* 

C|^ tp all the reft. And, (irft, ^fiear the Words 
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irf" this poor Woman. She was fit in the &och 
by Mr. ?acy, though the Stocks is not the legal 
Punifiiment for Witchcraft. There the Feo^ came 
about her, and askt her the Realbn <S Ute ChU* 
dren's Illnels, and charge her with it She reply*d, 
Mr. Pacy keeps a great St if about his Orild \ but 
let him fiay until he bath dene as much by bis QM- 
dren^ as (have done by rmne. Now take tMs widi- 
out wrefting her Words, and th6 Meaning maft needs 
be : Why (hould Mr. ¥acy make fuch a Wonder 

\ at his Child having Fits ? My own Child haA 
been a great deal worfe, and yet nobody thought 
mine bewitch'd, muph left, that I bewitch'd it. 
Then they ask'd, How her Child had ' been > And 
fhe anfwer*d. That Ihe had b%n &in to open her 
Child's Mouth with a Tap to give it Viftnals. 
And the natural Contequence is. That if Mr. Prey's 
ftould be as ill, he would have no more Reaftn to 
think it bewitch'd, than file had to think that hets 
tras. Confider, Mr. Advocate, Whether any other 
Senfe can fairly be put upon her Words, trat wete 
Jwrverted into a Threatning. 

Adv. But in two Days, one of the Children had 
fuch a Fit, that a Tap was af^ually put into' the 
Mouth, that they might give her Breath to preftrve 
Life ; and foon rfECt the other alio. 

Qerg. But vyho put thole Taps into thdr Mouths > 
Did any invifible Agents, in a fupematoral Way? 

■ Did Aviy D^Hc's Imp Itick them in, whm no body 

^ eile touch 'd tliem ? No, the People themfelves' put 
ihtm in ■, and Bill it when they had no manner of 

'' need. For if riieir Mouths had been as fift do- 
1 have us imagine, Breath throu'gh 

\ lid have kept them from any harm, 

needs have them breathe through 

■■ ly did they do it by Tups, rarhei 

! elfe ? Why not by a Qsiiil, a 

' ■ Pipe, 
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?ine, 01 wy tWng elie that^jpvould have riven 
[^th ojoagh in a' Fi^ vvhen perhaps very litde • 
BBB^h is wanted. Had the Devil laid all things 
out of the way iave Taps ? If not, What made 
1^^ kduQtarily chufe to lay the Children in fuch 
a ri4ic#lous Pofture with Taps fticking out of thdr 
Mojiths, when dipy might either have put in any 
thii« elie*, or haTeldtt them without any thuig 
as-wfely? It feen^s very plain to me. That asb&t 
i(|re they had payerte^ the poor Woman's Words, 
th^ did} this to ipake, an Appearance of fulfiUuig 
fljei^. And when fiUy People faw two fickChil? 
dtqi jiye with Tm, in their. Mouths, they thought 
tiat vwis fuch a Mirade as plably proved the Witch- 
qcal^isi tho' the Taps were only put uito the Qiil- 
ikeii's Mouths by their own felves, when there 
was, IK) Occafion for doing it. 

Adv. They might the more eafily give Credit to 
things: that v«re fwcxn out of Court, becaufe they 
Jtaw lo much in Court before them. For in opai 
Copjt my Lord Chief Baron had one of Mr. Pac/s 
Ppd(tas hoodwinked, and tried by one of the fup- 
po^ Witches,, agd, the Child flew into a Ragp at the 
Tpuch, tho* ha Face was cover'd. 
.\^0(jt' 1' would juifwer. this with all due, Refpect 
aniiSiAnuffion-, but 1 think I have fully proved, 
that tiilis is n<M a lawfiil Tryal ; ft)t if there be a 
beyil in the Cafe, it is a giving him Opportur 
nity to perform his known Work of falfe Acciv 
ia^qa s or at loft, it is a making ufe of bis Tefti> 
^nmyi Kit at this Tune the Expaiment fell out 
Sf as ^^ dear the PfilbnerSi for when my Lord 
(2jief Baron defif'd the Lord CornmlBs^ Sk M- 
mad Bacoti, and Mr. Serjeant KeeSngy to try that 
Experiment in another Place, the Gitl fiew into 
the £ime Rage iat the Touch of another Perfon : 
i^ld tbetefoie thofe Gsitlemen came in and dedar'd, 

I 3 that 
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thit Aejr believM it a theei tmp8Ilbk%. ' Ond wdUld' 
have thbught, tfat that (hoiud hlv6 pot dii -e^ 
fe£hial Stop td any lanther ptteeediog tapdn Iffiiel^ 
dark FrohabilitieS : And it M ibt t ^ Vlrhife $ 
but at length Ut, Facy, #ho thdold «nljr' li# 
heert WitneTs, tum'd Mootate-^ suid raid m tliot^^ 
Words, but td thii Purpofe : That It wJlS pbl? 
fible that the Affliaed mMt be deceiv'd, ifthif 
tried theft) with ^ wrong iPetfbfi t for hd iMd ob> 
fervM, that they had theit l^denbn^ing. Ahd cl* 
iill things, I ilvondet how th!i happened td &i»fy 
the Court \ for it certainly Mke^ ag^irtft theS^ 
potion df WitcKcriffc: F«)r if ^ had tfeHS!^ tln> 
d^etftanding ih theit Fits, It Wai the n^re lik^; 
that what they did "WdH theft ib^A A<a:^s .tod pto^ 
eeeded not irbfti t)ie I>^//, V(rhd "would kfbt ha^ 
beenimpofed upcm by a Itlfe P^rlc«, biftfiiflft^l^. 
iekin ' Fars, and Fahdes, c* l>&(is. 

Aiv. Sir Tbotm Bfotk ^ J^tfmeiS, Hbt ' fi»iM6 
Phyfidan of hfs Tint, w» in Court, Slid Wte 'iSe- 
&ed by tny Lord Chi^ &r6h. td ^^ liib 
ttieiit in the Cafe : Anid hfe detfeiid, that U ^ 
ikiatfy (f Opinion^ that %i f&x imt ttatwi'Jl, 1W* 
he'^htetfd by the tivtiil^ t&'^(f^i^^iA Mhe -Mil- 
tiie if the WitSesy at tohofe hfimce he 'Hi }the 
Vittanies. And 'hb added, . That m Tfeimdrk theit 
had been lately a great ^SUSocn^ ^WfMteSy 

lifed the very fitnemy ofiaflfiahigPcritlns, ijr 
itoring Pins into fheni. 

Clerg. This Dedaration t>f Sir .^f^«j*« \8rtwj»^ 

CMild not but ttUdi liifiuence the Jury } iaM I cdcKK 

it turned bade the Bade, that Was dthetwlfe^dinhtti^ 

to the Favour of 'the accufed, PBi&iis. Jtod i^itn 

Sttbinifli<M), I dniik it ihoiild lK>t' lave lieeh ^fifdV 

rot this was a Caf^ of Blood, l^hd llitely 'fite'ISi%% 

•'Subjefts ought not to lofe their Lives .tipoft mi 

Credit of Books irom l)efmark. ^efides, tMs'-wis 

... jjjj 




3fivIta££bQe»i[.iip0h 9 Onn»^ concerning whkh it 
».a very imi Q^ftion, Wheclier ev^ my one 
jEm#e FmoBi fms guil^ of k^ as it Hood there 
chargU There w^e as tuiny probable Signs of it 
in itii$ Cafe» a9 had ever beeo in any^ the Wit«^ 
te&s^ the itBi^^ Parties the Supposed Witches^ 
and veqr inoch of tjbe Fa^, were all before tb^n. 
Th(? Ejres €f all curiaa$ fff&ms vrere upon this ia- 
DiottBijcnirt, in hope of a D^ciiion that mig^thave 
put the Matter beyond Controverfy •, but inftead of 
thk^ "ffcijTnosk Mth a vefaenieiit Prdecution, and a 
]^j»itt\i Cii^. Some d^laie thek Opinions one 
ii[t3r,r8iiAfime Mother. The Judge pats it off ftom 
haoli^ ai mucK as he can, and deures Sir Thom$s 
AvHR^^^.OpiMM) whieh very Requeft fuppofes much 
Difficulty and Uncertainty* Sir Thorns diKiides the 
Gtfi^ not :i«ith the Additioii of any Argument^ but 
)^ Authority of ^me Book$ from Denmark. Hoiv 
this learaa. «s as &r fhxn Satis&£Hon as we i^ere \ 
fotterfe; Boohs from D^nurk quinot be a ft^ffi- 
dent Wan^mt for lo great a |odg;menjr. Perhaps 
thefe Tryals in Denmark were in a iUperflttious 
^iiibe; and. before a Judge that bad not been nfed 
«> tbo&Chfes. Perhaps aCrerwaid, when they bad 
^hne to fionfider what tbey had done, they might 
^ jas finich conoern'd »' thgr wece for fucfa Mi- 

miaa^ m JWnr JSv^^- ^"^ '^^ ^0^ Danijh Witches 
were the Jn>ia: that were fanrnt at Ecge twor Years 
bflfom that Time, I mufi: add, that the Cafe istth 
heen anfifered . finoe hy Bekier\ and tho' all rbe 
Koti0d» in his Boohs are &r from being tight, 
yet s^s^fir as I can jndge by hrs Afaridgmenc of 
#at Ode^ ir isemsto have beei^ a very rafli .Pro- 
fictttksn, ani an mjnidielouii Sentence. 
■^ Aii^ But wkit did my Lord Chief Biron adi be- 
fide Us Delve to Sk ThMu^Bromi to glv^e Ms 
judgmeit?. And how cune.he to be latisfy'd £> 
lar as to condemn them? 
( I 4 Qerg. 
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Cerg. There was the Sp^Sr^ EvidcBCC^ and Boif, 
and Trails ^ and if the Witne^ fpake Truths thrae 
1/vas a Diabolical Interpoficion in fbnne of thcFafiks^ 
and this makes fiich an Appearance of fixing the 
Guilt upon the Perfons accusd, as few have iete 
1 thorough it, till thejr have had mudi E^erience of 
its Miichief s and ieldpmtill thejr have found thole 
kind of Proofs ufed againft thdr own Relations^ or 
PerCbns of the better Rank, whom thejr knew to be 
Innocent. 

This made that great and good Man doabt&l"^ 
but he was in fuch Fears, and proceeded with ibch 
piution, that ne would not fb much as fom up 
the Evidence, but left it to the J^^iy, with Prayers, 
That the great God of Heaven would £reS their 
Hearts in that weighty Matter. 

But Country People are wonderfulhr bent to ma&e 
the moft of all Stories of Witchcraft \ and havhig 
Sir Thomas Browns Declaration zhowt Denmark £ot 
their Encouragement, in half an Hour they fatoi^t 
them in Gui/ry upon all the Thirteen ieveral In* 
diSments. 

After this my Lord Chief Baron gave the hm 
its Courfe, and they were condemn'd, and died, de* 
daring tl^ir Innocence. And for my part, I can- 
not but believe their dying Words, and the fttoog 
Arguments of their fide, rather than the vPrefiimp^ 
tions and conje£lural Proofs that there were agaimt 
.them. I am much of the lame Mind with the 
Gentlemen and Serjeant Keelitfg, who was after* 
vrard Lord Chief Juftice, and whole Judgment I 
cannot count ii^rior to Sir Thomas Brown $ ^ and 
with the Alteration of a Word or two, I willcon^ 
dude this Cafe with his Opinion, which he der 
clarai ^inly in open Court. Said he, Admitting 
that the Children were in truth btwitchdy^ (I wou^ 
lather iay, Admitting that there was an Iqtei^- 

tioa 
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ti€0^ Off InvifiUe Agents).) TGa it aiuli^ iever be ap- * 
fSei to the Frifmersj upon the Im^ginatitm ontyr cf. 
Ac Partitr agbSii.: for if that nught be aUom% 
m Verfm tihatjoever could be in S^ety \ for^ per*^ 
hfs they night fa^fy another Verfcnr^ who might be 
aaegeiber innocent in Juch Matters^ 
\ AiOk After this Amiver to the Depofitloi^ up- 
on which (he vm ccmvided, periiaps you imll 
ihsdc it haid that T flioald add any toUowing Ar^ 
gamentSs ^ot if the ^oxeffAng do not juftify the 
verdi^^ Fads which came aner may be thon^t 
Ids pioper ^ but immecUatdy after; the aauied Par*, 
ties were found guilty, the-Th>ee Children of 
Mr: J^acy were pmeftiy well cf their Fits, and 
%weare r^rea to their Speech % "and Donnhy Dutent^ 
who had gone three Years upon Crotches, waste^ 
ftmed to the Ule <£ her Lin^, laid her Crutches 
afide^ and went home without thm ^ and as at diat 
.. Tune this iatisfy'd many that both Proceedings m^ 
Veidifl: had been juft, Why ntsiy-we hot now make 
theUme Condufion? 

Otrg. In Reply ta this^ I ask you, if it beteadly 
ttne that the Judmient of Law and Authority hath 
i^m fi4)ehiatuial ESe£^ in this Cafe above all others^ 
What was the: Rfalbn why the ££fe£l was partial,; 
and cured only ibme of the Afftifted, but not others i 
Why did Su/an Chandler ftiil look very d&n< and 
wan; and feel a Frickmg like Pins in her Stomach f 
L a^ you befid^ Whether this Reo^^ ofPer«^ 
Ions af^ the Witdies ConviOion, fhall be kid down 
ai;a Teft that hath iuch Conftancy b it, that yoa 
mR abide fay it in other Cafes > I fball be ^ad to 
find. one Maxunrthat you will keep to ^ for I in« 
timaled before. That one great ObjeQion which I 
had agamft.tbe rcommon Scheme of Vulgar Witch^ 
oaft, was, becauie I could meet with no Rules of 
jEtebttion that were fcriptural^ or rational, or natur 

xaly 
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id) aiid fteadjTi but I feundaB Things. incOlieraMv. 
confiiled, and in difl^nt Places^ and under dtS^ifidt!^ 
Relig^s and Laws, petfeal]^ oatattaiyr^ and: cdntsA^ 
dicing one another : But if yon will hf thi$ dowia^ 
as a wtx and truer Teft ; I ask you. Whether ypa 
will abide by it v aol if F jAow you, that the a& 
flijQted PerlbnV Reoovery: after ti^ndicitnnation fhail.be 
taken for a £ur:?roQf.Qf the. Qitik of theiacenfedf^ 
Will yoa on. the otboi hanl:taIlofV|^tl0t theit taa^i 
tinmng to be afili£l:ed fhall be^ caken as a ftoof of 
di«dr Innooence^ Will you^^ibar, as wdl is .ffiii^ 
^rmr by this Mawm ? 

Aio. Nox I doubt the ^EffdEb ire not £> regii^ 
lar and con&mt as t6 allow of tjfiat 
, Otrg. And will you all that a fik Tell, wjiidt 
vriil omy hang when k hits^ and not £i\te when 
k mifies > That; is as haidr uiioai Ihe pooir Omt^ , 
teres \ as Crofsy 1 ipin^ Fyir^ yw Uft t i A04 ywt : 
Aat is the Meafhre that they /have btd tnttQi;.it> 
theoL In this Tryal, Jim^ D^ly and R^i COm- 
ier were hang'd, becaufe fbnie rn". tibe aMSbt.'Petf 
fons tecoverU Jam WefiiMl^v&Kma% vf^JStrt^^ 
parifhire would tetve iiad her fasng'd^ faecauib hodi 
the afflid:ed Parties icOntinued la'a nttfoafale .Cs^ and 
even afta: Condemoation of ihefilpjfckfed Witdi, jwiaftf 
porflied by Cats vtitfa Faces inherit MMihrBl 
si&eeira, themore Witches rfaeyhsai^'d, thexmrethqr 
had V and thcCafi was the (ipne hete inSi^dlkiniim 
Year 1^44, 1^41;. Iti Neto-EjiglaJti the AffliSod vteoli 
fecm xuied at the very MomeiBt tjbat the M^sttbatet 
lad ooimmnded the fuppofed Washes to be put^into T 
Chains^ and. yet fcheirPs^s and Fits never nil'd« to 
recum as often as they wanted them to carry onitfae. 
Froce£y or accufe new PerGbns. . When a Jiiry at :&* 
km^ upon the Thhtieth oZJwie 1692, br^htia 
tlieir Verdidi, That fiebecca Nurfe was not Gui^/ 

immediately all the Acoifers nade.a hideous Dwof^ 

' ' ' "as' 
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ai!f ^ »*itt tiiidoirt, aiidlad WixiUg dofw to diem; 
MA yttt if^fiijft'tliat pbdt WoiKian was hang'd, by reafen 
rftbe Jtirie* itgawin^thdr Outcfy, and ehaneiiiig 
their Verdi^ thole afflided Accu^ tontktuea ta 
lave thek His, and cauled above Twenty more to be 
coAdemn'd 2Sta this Rebecca Nur/e. 

And fiere at Bury^ if the Accufers had had any more 
Work to do, I doubt not but their Fits would have 
been with them -whenew didr own Minds and Ima* 
ginations thought them Wanted. Not Pitts and Nai/s 
it may be} thme Symptoms^never hapaed in Qurt^ <x 
ih B»ry, bift ifi othtt Placed te'tbe-COuntty i but Fits 
and Crutche9.w<9tid hove rdiira'd, if ttey had been 
needful. But in this ftrange Plate^ lb fat fiom home, 
tlKv had no more old Women to acgiie, or be afiatd of; 
VmA^ yitity k^foM ^It S^dtf very, luud to b& 
Mj, tad tqM!^ tturttt: Wi^ttly^XafcM^^ ««en then 




^^a,' tf?at thHr befifcyM ttiem ttfl|)clteK-5 KiA 

Jng to^ "be Well, t«fevci«ed' aH ftither 'Ekpttiments, 
and lecor'd i^eir . Vi^oiy^ ^thcy tum'd their Minds, 
am ttMJtefl- xtiiAi Rjweft ^ ^ tray ittA i^omh^ 
D«»var 1hiae Ihift tb Uayafidb het Crutdhes, and 
¥^ 'tMut iSiem ': 'im il dottbt not biit Yfae cofuta 
leave Ua id ih<iDk ^de IbO^, IT !he %a& ^<^ht -fit ; 
w['zi%t inli -a loofb .^V-dttiao, »id ^^ titt$ 

TOge^jr, % *>« ptt*«!i*''*g tj^ 8» to the DcttI to 
jbite *» jt5ffld>- ^' vtas; the leslSing Wtejefe in 
ttj^^a 1 hatfe • IKbrife.BiJ&tctoff, th4t % iliis 
imd*d QWdHes,'!!* mutEtfe, and fetnid Man- 
tfehahdft and jPitoHr. • ;. . ' 
- Vl-amltHlftften ft tflilis <bn3;iaaK! ^, and if it -be 
true, tbctt 'thdfe ^ecofe Aid liwi flandet «tfee '3>evil, 
^ ibat'lte tWicfe l^y -was a Woi tsf tis 
ti^fe it"d6th not intiAce tte ^gment agaiiift the 
Prilbners moie fure to be right \ lot his alfliSHng, 
or not affliSdng, muft be Tefis as deceitful as the 

Father 
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Father of Lies can make them. See Mr. JVUfbtr's 
Experiments betwixt oar GnHmoa-Prayer'Book and 
his Giand&ther's MA for Babes, in die Caie of 
Nfm-E^IaMdt Qap. $ , 
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Richard Dugdale : Or, Th&htpofior 
at Surcy in LancaOiire. 

Adv. T/UTHAT do you fiy to the Sibtw Dac-j 
V Y moniac, which the Author of the Com- 
tleat WJiary of Witchcraft hath printed i^ (aft in 
Jiis Second Voluine, with above twenty Depofitions^ 
before two Juftices of Peace, taken in < the Year 

Qerg. Why take this Ole as this fiandalqus Au- 
thor leaves it, with telling only one fide, yet there 
is enough to (hew the WijQom of our Gaoon, and 
make us have a Care of being too forward in. try* 
ing to cafi out, Devils. But this Cafe was well 
amwerM by Mr. * Zach. Taybr^ Minifter of Wigan 5 
and if this Author liad been honeft, and/added the 
Difcoveries that Mr. Taylor nude, the I^navery .of 
the Datmoniac would have been pl^in. And as 
this Piece of Hiftory hath been famous with Nar- 
rative^ and Anjvoery and R^Af, and R^oinder and 
Refutation j I will lay it briefi^ before you. 

And we may confider it firft in that Vip^ which, 
tho' tried to be hid, yet is vlfiUe, even; in this 
Author. .., - ' 

" ■• '■"■'■ Here 
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•^ Here is a young Man, about Twenty Years old, is 
©id to have given his Soul to the Devil, that he 
mi^ be the beft Dancer in Lancajhire \ hut iij- 
ftead of dancing in the way he hop'd to have done, 
hefeenjs to hepojfefs^d. He ftanas upon his Head, 
dances upon his Knees, and runs, of all Four like a 
Dogy and barks. He ieems fi>metimes extreme heavy, 
and at other tunes light ^ hath a SweUmg run fiom 
the Calf of his L^ up to his Neck •, he tms Shreads 
of Latin^ ran into the Water, and told thmgs at a 
Diftance, and was thought to be poflefs'd with a 
merry, ludicrous Spirit. 

His Father finding that the Clergr of our Church 
were not forward to believe him poltels'd, or to med- 
dle, in the Cafe, applied himfelf to the Presbyterians 5 
and their Minifters, with fome Reproaches of ours, 
for bring like the uncharitable Frieft and Levire in 
the Golpel, would aft the Part of the ^ppd Samaritan^ 
and appointed Days of Failing and Prayer for the 
young Man's Help, and continued them Weekly fi)t 
a Year. Five or fix of their Minifters were there at a 
Time, and all the Country flock'd in to fee and hear 
them. At firft they admired them ^ but after Ibme 
Time, they began to make themfelves merry with 
; them, and both the Parents and young Man aftronted 
them, and told them they did him no Good. The 
Minifters fell oflp by degrees, till there was l«it ona 
that would come^ and at laft, at theEnd of the Year, 
that one left off alio. And as they could not forbear 
fnaking ibme Excufe, to cover the Shame of their 
Difappointment, they made the moft difingenuous and 
filly one tliat could be. They gave it out. That they 
bdieval the Family of thefe Di^dalis to be Witches, 
' and in Contrad: with the Devil \ and that that had 
' been the Caufe why they had not been able to help 
them. . They procured fome of them to be iearch'd, 
• that they might fee if they had not Teats, or the 

Dev^s 
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Pevil's Marks, mi tkuey tried ^ikm kyi (jbe Exntti- 
jneijt pf fiyiflg the Lofd*s Prayo:. And irOjeirfa- 
finq3tk>ns ivaQld hftvi; dpne it, tli^ had let die &$- 
lie upon tbetn, and made th^m jM^q thf r# of 
their barbajou^ Tryals. 

And. let £wy one now confider what thesis Dm^<^ 
fOt hjr going to thefe Noncoiifbrmifts foe tj^ Ap 
fili«i<;e> They applied theaiiSlv?s to i^a» «# of jR]e- 
ipeSif Nieviog yhem to be povwyftl j^ ftcb Ofcs 
?nd after tfie failipg of the Expeiriroent, fhey aiplkn- 
dered tbenifelves as Witches, ^d SsaJ^X afld wt 
tander ungodly Tryals. And who 4ft«r this will eiia 
lieUeiw that this w^ <a tnje.Po^l^i^ ot ^ Prfsby. 

urmm are fitter than others to he iQwaltf xo jR)r their 
Help uj ftch Ofes. 

4A;. But if this was thcQonjcUijSofl of ^their lAef^. 
fegsy How come the DiQaot^'s wa to thm the Ho- 
couf of the Cure? For thefe Bep^pfitioijs, n^ch the 
AQt\^ofthsCa^/eatil2ftvryifWk(b(rJi, ^c bath 
reprinted, are to prove both theKeaJi^ pf «heP<^QefliQp 
and ttue Succefs of theix Pwypts. But howcould tiiey 
pretend to that, if their Piiblick Meetings ended k 
youiay? ^ ■ 

C5rr^. Why that js a Di^guhy th^ woyld have 
peen hard to have beein got owa: by us j bst it iewns 
It 41d nor prove hard to them j for thp<;ale m it fd- 
lowed, as I iind by their odjer Books, w^ thus. 
_ The pretended Damiowaic had fome %» JFits of his 
DJttetnper tfter thqr left him. Of his wonhefciK 
OT tel^ng things at Diftaqce, .^e. t M wthtng j S 
Iv/j he had i and fome hogeft Gentlemen of Ae 
Ourch of Ei^laed gave hm fome Money in Charity 
^dx. he might go to feme fober Phyfidan, and he . 
*veiit t» one Pr. Cbew j and news: had a Fit after his 
fhyiick, tbo' ie had a fevere one the Day befew. Bw 
befides rhis, the DiOeoters lay, Jhat privately they 
Jiad CDniina^4»iaft and ptay for, him i and Five Years 
t - . after. 



^fiier, thsjr eitkend up Ae Depofitioiis tliat this Au- 
i&qr htth nowteptiqted, tnd pretend that tbehr privatfe 
Fn^ers oned t h« K4an. And if tb^ have Gnifidencc 
to defend diis ift Prkie, and tbek AdoHiers wUl belkve 
them. Who c»^ hiirfer thw: Fdly > 
; TbJS lies vtft)te to be foen fiom the Story even 
<$ the Difi^ets .thonftives printed, and this unfair 
Autlior reprints it : But Mr. Taylor^ in his Surey Im^ 
t^<^y and Defenses of it, fliews plaioly the Ddtmc^ 
niac's Knavery^ afkl ^h^ tln&irmfs! in gatberldg tfteit 
Depofitk)ns« 

: He fliews by <»her DQ|K)fitiOQS^ that the Boy was 
giMen^ to fiu:h Tricks iwheii he was at School. He 
difttnrer'd^ that fafs lifter whilpered to him at a H(^ 
in the fiarn, where be us'd to pretend that he talk^t 
urith a Spirit. And what ; more likely ? F<h: if the 
Spirit .was withiii Jiiffl^ What oocaOon had be to 00 
io cfifeQ to tbac Hole to whifper ? Befides hedifcoverd 
•plainly^ that Ibme ?cp\fh Priefls tekl the ieciet M^ 
aiigiefkttnt of him. ^ and that the Daemoniac, in hi^ 
Fits, nam'd three tliat would be likely to cure him. 
iirfbnsn»±i that the Ntinconformifts themfelves are 
fert'd to come off with this poor Pretence, *' That 
"^ the Devil had more mind to have let the Fopifh 
^' Ptidte have had the Ctedit of calliog him out, be- 
*^ caule hi$ Ends woukl be better lerv'd bf Popeiy 
*^ than by them. 

To make their Folly fufficiently evident to fenfible 
Men, I will give you one Sample of the Dialogue 
thefe Diflenters held with the fuppofed Spirit See 
Surey Dacmoniac, pag. 3 3* " What Satan ! Is this 
" the Dancing that Richard gave himlHf to thee 
^ for, e^r. ? Qnft thou Dance no better, &c. ? Ran- 
*' lack the old Records of all pafl Times and Places 
" in thy Memory : Ganft thou not there find out fome 
" way of Trampling ? . Pump thine Invention dry ^ 
.M Cannot that univerfal Seed-plot of fubtle Wiles 

" and 
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^ and Stntagems, fpring up one neinr Method of Cot* 
" ui^OiMrs> Is this die Top of Skill and Pride^ to 
ihuiile Feet, and brandifh Knees thus, and to trip 
like a Doe, and fkip like a Squirrel ? Add wherein 
di£^ thy Leapmgsfiom the Hdppuigs of a Frog, 
^ or Bounces of a Goat, or Friskings of a Dog, or 
^' Gefticulations of a Monkejr ? And cannot a nify 
'* (hake fuch a looie Leg as that > Doft thou not 
'* iwirl like a Calf that hath the Turn, and twitch up 
** thy Houghs juft like a Springhault Tit? 

What wonder was it that the Members of our 
Church laugh'd at them, and threatned to profecute 
them, and that they grew weary and left off? But 
then to gather up incoherent Depofitions fixm credu- 
lous People five Years after, and impute the Cure to 
their Prayers in private, is too grols an Impofition to 
Tp3& upon any but their own deluded Followers. 

And to all this I mull add, that this KchariDm* 
iaU^ the fuppoled Dacmoniac, upon Examination, de- 
clared, that he believed he never bad any evil Spirit 
in him. 

- This Author therefore of The Q>mpleat Hifiory^ &c. 
pafsM over thefe things, tho' th^ lay pbin before 
him \ but what he deferves fox poiioning the Minds of 
Men with falie Fa£ls in fuch a high and tender Pointy 
I leave to the Reader to make a Judgment\ 
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Ab; ' IBFr© ineeidtdiiot hive been E) fevae npah 
./ X the 'Difienteis in your hft Cafe ) for in 
tihetfatnoQS Trytlof JaxtWemam diWAV^mi^ in tfae 
Year 17 12^ fame of your own Clergy were as deeb 
in thefe Notions, even as Uo^Jdns himlel^ that faang't 
Wioches by Doe:ei9S^ • 

C&fj^* I am forry I icannot % that the C^& is othc»^ 
frtib ^ but fiiice it is as it is, I hope it will make us 
torn from it, Tfiak: Jtistiot the Orthodoxy and£t* 
ceUency of our Ctaucch in general, that will keep the 
Salt from Mng itSavoat iriParticuiars, but Wiidom and 
gdod Learning* F^piftst^ truft to Authority, Proml- 
m 6f In&Uibility, S^cvdiionof Orders without %eadi 
di Interruption ^ and as tii^ gbry in being Catholkk 
Pfie^, they may ^uicy thqr have nothing to do but 
to take Care to inform themfelves rightly how iiich 
Do£bitfcs (tand stRan^i but in England^ if we would 
keep ourlclves fiee fiom^ fuCh Superftittons, and have 
our Lips prelerve Knowledge, we muft take care to 
furnifti our Minds with found Knowledge of all forts, 
that tnay helpiis in miakiog a true Jin^ment of all Cafes 
that may £ill in our way : And as that is a thing df 
ioch Variety M Difficuhy^ as to lequire a l<»ig Life's 
Labour, t hope fuch an Accident as this that bel^l 
Cei^flrietL that are otherwife Men of R^niiatloii^ 
vt\]k ifiaeafe our Diligence in our Studies of iakiate^ 
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AJh. I (hall forbear their Names^ as you did ours ^ 
. but they either did themlHves, or fufi^ed others that 
were abdut them, to fcratch and tear her Face, 9nd 
tun Pins into her Flefli, They let the Botde and 
Urine, and turn'd the Lord's-rrayer into a Charm. 
Notwithftanding the Experience of Klew-E^g/and^ they 
trufted to the SpeChe Evidence They draVc her to 
luch DillnSlion, that by leading Qpeftions, they drew 
ftom her what they calVd a Confeffion. They had 
her to Goal : The Witnefles iwore to Vomiting 
Pins, &c. The Jury found her Guilty, the Jttdge'd>h.- 
demn'd her, and thole Qergymen wrote a Narrative 
of the Tryal, which was teceivM and read with ilich 
Pleafure, that in a Month's Time it had a Fouxth 
Edition. 

Qerg. And yet theTryalbeing befcMrea Judge of Learn- 
ing andExpericnce, he valud notthofeXricteatid Tryals; 
ai^ tho' he was ferc'd to condonn her, becau& a filiy 
Jury would find her Guilty Jhe fiv'd her Life. And that 
fhe might not afterward be torn to. pieces in an ignorant 
Town, a fenfible Gentleman, who will for ever be in Hor 
nour for what hedid. Colonel Yluntmer oiGilfim in the 
;j&me County, took her into his Proteftion, plac'd her 
in a little Houfe near his ovwi^ where fhe now lives 
Ibberly and inoffenfively, and keeps her Church 5 and 
the whole Country is now fully convinced, that flic 
was innocent, and that the Maid that was thought to 
be bewitch'd, vt^ an idle Hufiy ^ with Child at the 
Time, and was well as ibon as her Sweetheart came 
and married her. 

I will take Leave to add. That as I have had the 

Curioiity to fee the good Woman herfelf, I have very 

i giieat AflTurance t^at (lie is a pious fober Woman. Sh^ 

lis. ft) far fix)m beii^ unable to fay the lirS s-Vnyer^ 

^thaj ,ftie would make me hear, her fay both ImSs- 

^mitm^ ^rcfd^jfii^ other vot. good Prayers bcfide^^ 

and (he (pake them with an undiflembledDevotion, tho' 

, «i^kfa fuch litde Errors j^ £xpre(fion» as thofe that 

cannot 
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tarniot read 2xe iiibjed: to. I verily believe, that there 
is no one that reads this, but may think in thdr own 
MindSj that Inch a Srorm as fhe met with, might 
have ullen upon them, if it had been their MisR>^ 
, tune to have been poor, and to have met with fuch 
V Accidents as (he did, in iiich a barbarous Parifh as (he 
^^ liv'din. 

J2 If any of the Proiecotors think that I exprels this 
. C^ with too much Severity, before they tand fault, 
'^ 1 defire them to anfwer the& Qperies. I put them 
? particularly to tho(e of theQera^ who bore then: 
^. rart in the Pro(ecution, and are ftill living \ fot the 
^ moft vehement Writer, who prels'd her moft feverely 
"* with his Pen, is gcxie into the other World bdbic 

her. 
^ I. What fingle Faa <£ Sorcery did this JaneWen- 
^^ ham do > What Charm did (he ule, or what Ad: of 
^ Witchcraft could you prove upon her ? Laws are 
^ againft evil Anions, that can be prov'd to be of the 
^ Perfbn's doing \ What fingle Fa£l that was againft the 
^ Statute could you fix upon her >/ 
^ I asK, lily-, Did (he lb much as (peak an impru« 
\ dent Word, or do an immoral A€tion, that you could 
put into the Narrative of her Ca(e ? When (he was 
denied a few Turnips, (he laid them down verv lub* 
miffively. When (ne was calFd Witch and Biitcb^ (he 
only took the proper Means for the Vindication of hef 
good Name. ^ When (he law /this Storm coming upon 
her, (he lockM her (elf in her own Houle, ana tried 
to keep out of your cruel I:)ands, When ho: Door 
was broken open, and you gave way to that barbarous 
Ufage that (he met with, (He protefted her Innocence^ 
fell upon her Knees, and be^d (he might not go to 
Goal s and in her innooent Simplicitv, woidd have 
let you fwim her \ and at her Tryal, (he aedar'd ha&lf a 
clear Woman. This was her Behaviour, and what 
could any of us have done better, excepong in that 

K 2 Cafe 
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Cafe where (he co^plyld mth you too iimdi^ anl 
offered to let ybu fivim hec/ 

9; When you ufed the tneinefl t>f FaganUh abd 
Po{>i{h Sup^rftidons-, When you (ckatcb'tl and ttainn^ed, 
and i^n Pins into h^r FliOi^ and ufed* that tidkutoos 
Tryal of the Bottle ind Uiiire-, Who; did yoi ixA- 
fult ? And from whom did you expeft your AjolWeis ? 
Who Vvas yobr Fathi^r^^md , ifito wh<^{e Hahds did you 
pUc your lelves t And If iA» ttmb Senfi jof the St^ 
tute bad been tum'd up^n foik, Whidt Vvay would 
you hare defended yout&lViss ? 

4. DiHft you have uied her in this chianner^ if (he 
had beem ridi % and doth not hor Poverty tncicai^ n<. 
f her ih^h klTen yourXSuih in what you (ltd ? 

And therefore, uiftead of dofing your Book with 
a Uberavimm JUmmt J^f'Qs^ a^d f efb^aitlg upon 
the Court, i a^ you> ^tnlyy Whether yolil»veiic« 
more Reafdhto give. God. Tfaanks, thit.]K)u met with 
a wife Judge, and a lenfibte taendeniau, who kept 
you from Hitcddlng innocent Blood, and reviving the 
meanelt and cruelleft cS all Suptrftitidite amon^ 
us> 

That yott tnay lee what 111 ££EeCl fuch Notions 
would have^ afnd wlKit Diigrace tiiey would brine 
upon our Nation^ if they were again to prevail 
I wili give you an IniObance of the Opinion which 
the Poor Indians in Amerka JtoA ^ the Iniefeniem 
&tglijb m NewEn^/ahd^tipan, account of tbefar No* 
tions in this Relpeft. It ieems in Saco-Fott^ the 
Fre/ich came after the B^^ s and Captain IM 
gav€ the following Atcouiit of whit he had heard 
there. See a Certificate of ,it hi the a$/* Page oF 
Mr. Gakfs More Wonders d/ ibe btv^ World. M 
Mian told him, " Thkt 'ii» fttrsdtiMm^r niert 

better than tU En#iIll'V tf^ hefort the French 

cam ornQfigihemyihgre' vUm a great PKmyWiicbes a^ 

mong jJ}e\t\&iMs^ tut^j§ tbire^toO'e Kone *• Umi^heri 
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^^'kere mcb Witehis amokg the EngUfli Mniprsy 
f as Burroughs,, afai «m» fcii/d for it. 

I'his Honour and Benefit which the French Nat^ 
Imi ^xsnd fo £r ofFra^ Mia, I doubt not, was 
owing to that wife Edifl: which I mentioned in m^ 
'Chronolojpcal^abl? il^t\ i/^hlch the french King 
ffe out in that Year fdr wguiating their Tryals 
about Witehcrafi, after. fee had pardoned all the Peiv 
ions condemned, and ordered a general Goal-D6- 

But that thishoiieftXtJi^ft'&Judmmt which wasoo^ 
calibned caAy by titt lAxC^cotiiim i£ NewEnj^iaxd 
may not tefteSi upon mt Hation in general, I will 
t8k& l^vie to add, that ' I beliew ' oiir Nation was 
but ^ th€ : ftrft that pof^d itfdf. &om tfaefe deep 
Soperftirkms;^ Sai£ u k is-mways obferv-d, that thefe 
N(Miof9' fl^ abvay at the Appeannee of Ijesma^ and 
iEnowledgd ^ ^oidasottr l^tvM was perhaps the very 
6rft in modern Imprc^'mients of natural and expe^ 
f ihwntal Philofophy^ fi> I believe ic was one of the 
firft iu' gaining and f|)i0ading true Judgment in this 
IMmet -bdi^O' us: ••- ) I'v- 

V Aiidb hwr J wfil) t^te losm to fupply the DefeO: 
bftof Chfdnotogical ' F9&6, ^by qiaking a lictle Table 
€>fthteV*it! rel£ ' .' 

• About tlie Y«ar i^yt, the Rayal Society for imt- 
proving the Knowledge of^Nature and Art had ids 
Sc^anftig^ ^Obffori^ in the €hansbeii of the leartir* 
in^^'Bdhoi^ W&fiins^ and iii itfjS. fetnoyed to Or^ 
J&i«f^doll6geI '' : r .»;^ ' 
t In the MQAi^iis Year ! r^fo/ whm {letigioii 
ifmd Gov^nkMUt were lutoily teftored, the £/^ 
&wtrr)» was t«eorpoeaiied) »d £it)^ Cbd^ IL did it 
cfad HoNoat to ie ks Head^tjA FattQn, ud the Princl^ 
^'N^bUity^^MreMciiA^oK it. > 

V 1^4.' 1%«r b«m t& puWfti^ i^ 

^Iclt' fSfi^ ii^d ]&k)wl^ thro^h 'i;; Nar 

K 5 1655. 
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1 65$. There was an Execution of Witches, but 
I cx>unt it the lafl; but one that we have had ia 

1666, The French began their Academy of 
Sciences. 

1672. Asfbon as their Academy, and other Hdps of 
Knowledge, had Ipread Learning amongft them, the 
French idng's lAiSt above-mentioned cleared their 
Nation. 

1682. The famous Society at Leipjic in Saxtmy 
was founded for promoting the £une Knowledge cf 
Nature •, and I doubt not but it hath had as ufem an 
Influence there. And as I take this not only to be a 
Juftification of oar Nation fix>m what Diflionoiir 
might be fixM upon us from that Certificate, which I 
have honefUy mention'd, I could wifli it misht anbnate 
all generous Spirits in our Nation, to loc^ upon our 
Rcyal Society as one of the NoUeft Foundations in ^ 
rope J and very ialutary to our Country. 

Since that hath been founded, not only our Witch-^ 
crafts have been baniih'd, but all Arts and Sciences 
have been greatly improv'd. Our Buildings are much 
more beautiful and commodious, and yet more cheaply 
built, and eafier kept in Repair. Our Gardens and 
Orchards are ftock'd with new and nobler Fruits, and 
Fields and Woods with ufefiil Trees. Many of our 
Lands that were almofl: uleleB, are loaded with new 
kinds of Grafi and Roots, by better Underftanding 
the Improvement of the &>iL Our Money is nr^ore 
^utitul , and lefs liable to being impairU Phylick 
and Surgeary are new moulded and iiAprov'd, £>r the 
lengthning out of Life in Eafe. The fmalleft F^s of 
Bodies are made vifible by Glalles, and the firtheft 
JPlanets are brought near, and thek Motions wonder* 
fully accounted for. Mkivigation is much improved^ 
and Communications of Knowledge fettled with the 

feh#.P4rt$. Aft Afts aif !mproy'4f ^ ^ ^ 
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and admif'd in his Woiks, and the Honour of Religion 
no fvays-^leflfen'd y and yet beciiiie Rome is not built 
in a Day, and every Weekly Meeting doth not pro- 
duce new Difcoveries that make didr Hair fiana an 
End with Wonder, ignorant Men that Imow not the 
Diffindty and flow Frogceis of Knowledge^ are 
ready to make Sport vidth, and banter away the Im- 
provements of thdr own Life. 

But this pleafing SubjeO: is wandrmg out of my 
way y and there&ie, with gobd Wifhes to the La* 
bours of thole generous Perlbns who apply Ibme 
part of their ipaie Hours this way, I dole this 
Chapter, bxA prepare fqa the Remsunder of my more 
irki^e, ^o' not lef^^iecdlary Enquirieis» 
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G«fes thSaJe J[t*6 Foiifldattdit ^f ftfef cdtofthlbn^Proft-' 

as yet. One of '^ih j» 4l^ 9f^t^^^^ 

would be glad to hear what your Thoughts are about 
that. May we not try a Witch by Swimming. 

Qef^. You may as well fwim all the Books that 
have been written for or againft the Belief of them, 
and try the Truth of their Doftrines that way ^ for 
there is as much Reafbn and Scripture for that, as there 
is for the other ? 

Adv. Tho' you make a Jeft of it, King Jams^ in 
his Dtittnonology^ approved and allowed it •, and gives 
this Realbn tor it. That as fuch ferfons have re* 
ntnificed their Baptifm by Water ^ fo the Water refufes 
to receive them. 

. Cte Jf JQU compaie tli£ Dates and Qtdet of 

King james s Works, you will eafily find, that he 
wrote that Book when he was very young \ and fince 
even in his Youth, being a Perlbn otherwife of Part* 
and Learning, he could find no better Foundation for 
it than that, you may conclude, that it is an unwar* 
tantable Aftion, for which no Colour of Reaibn can 
be pretended ; for this which he afligns, is liich as 
needs no Confutation. 

' 3^. 'Hows came fiich a ftl6Hcc into the World j 
for if is an odd Thing? ^^ '^ 



I 
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/<jfc^. The flrft Babtftifis that I fiiii ofit, a»^ 
asiQQ^ibtfaoie ifhevejHie may^itndfhefledBegirmliigbf 
imft ot M^ Sirpeifiltkmst; arid they ar9 the iMHiathem 
Uokters^^ Fiiny^ in Ms. Seventh Book, and Second^ 
Chapter^ fpeakiog of theTixiie//^ iaich, Nmp^Jfe mergi^ 
That tliejr could w hi^dro^nU And vtben Nadons 
did become ChriftiaD, k wa&a g|:eat while befere they' 
GDttid cfaan^sil their fiiperftitious tdolaofous Cuftams« 
Wc findl in.our Natjion-, rfo late as the Norman Con* 
qneft, <hat thejr taried tM\i Rotberies:^ Murders^ Adul*- 
tfrksj and ofiian their CbnimsAo Laniy by Combat , or 
the Decretory lAorfel^ or by carrying hat.b'on^ ot* 
fisffiBgithortMghim Blmi/hares^ ot putting their Hands 
im9. hoi Witfr^ or fimmif^ of them in cold. And* 
wbm a Pri(oner in ow Cotircs 19 ask^d, How he wUl^ 
bet):kd> i fuppo& it is a Continuafice of tbe Qoe-' 
fHo» pit ix> mtm in thoib Times, when they had the^ 
Choke of bdng tried bya Jurjr, or by Ofte of tbofe^ 
Ways. But the U(e of them is a ^resit Temftition 
of iGod \ they expoie themielTes to the Detufions o£> 
evilSptrits, an4 they give crafty ^4en an OppcMrtmitjr; 
of efcaping unpuniJh'd •, for any of thofe Tiyals may^ 
b&pa&d >thorou^ by Trick, n either the dov^nors 
ii\diJk itf or tke {^opte be i^noiant^ A Ad vO'here ther e^ 
ierai'd leaft fign of Tricking, the Eic^st^ni^nts we^e^- 
fisuid^to &11 out lb oftm contrary to the plain £v)^^ 
dcnee of the fa£l, that.iiat only Chrltliani hot ^4^ 
Of iija:!d Nations, h^v^-fejea^d them. - - ' 

.^i^/»--Byt piiy,^ whcn^our Go)i»itry-feo{)le do *fj/ 
old Wwien this /way) and they fw4m, dcih it^not^ 
(famxa fupcriiai;ibl i^^ ^dtber of God, bx th^' 

. JCkr^. If it3)eaUow0d In ibme Calbs to be fo, as ' 
there are fisanse^ Stories luiid^ > it would not (c4k)w ^ 
that weniigbt metefeceuft tt : For we m^^ not tempt ' 
Qoivatti we owft ndt;tfiift/die Dcvik But Intake it^ 
to.be iiIinDy! owing 10 the Manner of the Tflal , iit ^ 
vvhadi a iRcipe beiqgi tied abow the tlip^'d Witch, ^ 

' one 
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one End is held by fbme Man on one Side 't&e 
and the othec by otfaets oir the.other vwbeRby a 
litde Pulling may keep her above Water: And Ibm^ 
times it may be owing to the Lightne($ df t]»r Bo* 
dies and thdr Cloachs i and* tying their Thumbs and 
Toes together, and then pntting them into the Wa* 
ter, not with their Feet downwards, but kngthways ^ 
£> as die Trunk of their Body that is light, may bestf 
up thofe Parts that are more folid. And I do not 
know but h^ of the Old Women in the Nadon 
might fwim, if they were try'd this Way in Woollen. 
and 5ii?^tf/y Petticoats, . 

v7^r. The tying their ThunAs and Toes fidsfies 
me, that all in rit, which is not Trick, is Nature;, 
for if it wm a fair Appeal to Providence , what need 
would tbeise. bej of luch ludicrous and indecent A£li* 
ons ? .God<i or ; the.Devil either, cwild liold them up 
iWJty'd a&;welj asty'd : But in way either ofTriek^ 
or JVi?w:f^\^b.eir being ty'd is a material Chtcumftan-* 
Ces 5 bQfaafe tten itbe Witch-finders muft put them 
in theinielves, and may -do it gently in thrown. 
Way. ... 

; Qer£. It is vifible, that the'Bodies of all Qreatures 
are near to 5n equal Poife With the Water. Their 
Swimming white Alive, aad Floating fome Time a& 
ter their Death , are a conftant Demonftration, that 
thejr are always near to an Equi&brium. Then ttoe^ 
muft of Neceflitybe confiderable DifEerences made by^ 
thek Fatnels ot L^nnels, Moifture ot Drynels, Win* 
dmels or Freedom from Wind and. Vapours, by. acci-> 
dental Extenfions of their Bodies^, by thek Motions 
of the Breath or Spirits , by the manner of thek Ma- . 
nagers holding the Rope, .ok. by ottier iecret Caules 
which may eaiily turn lo nice a Scale, though we da 
not .perceive the Rea(bn : :Now diis makes, ti&t of isdb 
Things this iTrisl by Swimmuig is w&t fitt an AMeal^ 
tq Provllence i becaufe without a Supernatural roiv^' 
er^ Ibmie Experiments would. M pnemy, and fime 
; I *■ anp^ 
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But df all tjiat one can readily find oat, it 19 
tfae fkteft for a fillacious Trids to make the Rabble 
wonder : And therefore this Ordeal hath been oontif 
wsi amongft them, when all the others have bden 
long fince rejected. 

Then there is another vulgar Mark of Witchaaft, 
which helps to explain the Fallacy of this ; and that 
U^ Want , (f Tears. It is manifeu by that, thattho 
poor old . Creatures have little Maiftttre in their B^ 
dies. Old Age, Sorrow, and Want of Sleep under 
iiich Afflictions, dry it up, and. fill them with Wind 
and Vapours, that ooth hinders them fi:om (bedding 
Tears, and itiakes them lye light upon the Wi^en 
Mr Baxter in his Certainty of the World cf Sfiriu^ 
<|uOtes from Woljiue^ That a MdanchoUy tempted 
Woman threw herlelf into the Water, and lay upon 
it:£>r Three Hours together. And yet yot^ Oranr 
tr^man, Mr* Advocate ^ who gives an Account of the 
Seven that wene hang'd in Scotland^ in the Year xS^j^ 
infifts upon want of Tears, as a reafi>nable Sufpiclon 
of Wltt:hcra& He is afham'ditideedcf Swimming 
and gives it up \ but to Ihew the Nicenefs of his 
Judgment, he makes Want of Tears to be a fair 
Mack. 

And as great Numbers of poor Creatures have 
been deftroy'd, and the Jufttce of the Nation rer 
proach'd for this Cufbm of Swimming , and yfX 
our Country-People are ftill as fond of it, as they 
are of Baiting a Bear or Bull : I will tauke leave 
to publifli in as £4emn a Manner as I can , that 
at the Summer. Affixes held at Brentmod in Ef^ 
fex ^ in the Year 1712, our Excellent Lord' Chief 
Mice of &Ki0td , the Right HoiiQunble the Lord 
^arfyr^ ligr a juft and righteous Piece of Judg^ 
ttentyhath g^veo all Men Wamii^, That if am 
4an lor the fiiture^ to maisd, xdb of that Expen* 
inept » and tbe Party lofe ber I4fe by it, all they 

, nnc 
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that are theOufeof it are gmity of Wifui MiMik 
The Jaif indeed would have g>und the Fa£t i td 
lie Maimaugbter , hue nid] how VQia and courts 
cat a Judgment: For the putt'n^ Into Water was 
voluntary, was unlawful , and without Piovocatten v 
itnd doth not evety one know that Water tcill 
drovm, and that Drowning is' as rtiuch Mbtdu 
BB SiaUiiiig : And tbeiefbre at a No61a PncsI^c 
is' now given^^,a true Juigtiient, I wilh I CGa4 
piioelBiin it fb loud-', that, every Mao iti E^hnd 
might hear icj that if any Maa heteafitt ■ufes 
tisat ungodly iSflat, and the Party tried b* drown'dj 
utHthti Kin^ yams's Book , hoi^ any other fait 
ftwe^erits win five them ftoni ati Haltn. 
■ Jjwr. What Judj^ment muft-w* make of w4iat 
they ftj' about Tm/x and iW^gifl/S^aj-, as' rhey call 
them -, and- inSirifiUe Pans th^t are found i]p<»i thdn i 
XSerg. I itfiAce no doubt bnt that Ibme of tliicni 
rte ^arrj'-^iwj', oV' mOTtlfied or withetftJ Parts, oi 
hc41ovv Spacas between the Mufbles: Others srePiAii 
mTirruea PtafUs, hanging ^^rts, which in Otd'Aga 
BMy grow hrqfi and fiffulous : Qthets may'b* 
7iid/ejf ot Scan, <x Marks ih the Womb from thfc 
Moiher''6 Imagination. Or they may be Marks 
that are feen to 'bs ul^fiit by God, and ar« thfdwn 
out 'hy Nature fer the PreveniAon of Murders of 
GKilArtfi,- atiiJ'ChSnges of Heirs ; for the d!fti» 
juiifhirrg oP dead Bddies, and &r 'the Knowledge 
if I'^Ums-afteri long Abfence-: But to make uft 
f^ Kgns of 'Wi«hfcnft , !s {udh d 
tice; that I ISfKnr tiot what Name 

rftt give you 'i4ic^Tifl9moay of:£ 
s -Thee^kat lB/Kh>r/fli»x, Beflh^iit 

■a & exfftiieaita !rfifii0niiit 'mli'Jifi 

-Ajl e^kuA, '^. iomiTomtm^, fin 

conjacniuM crimen adaSitf ttlt'tmo 

Suf- 
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Supp/Uh ^ift^Mfutfitm , quaf polka ieprehenfuf^ 
fun tnfbfues dt^ue innoxias frorjm [ui^t ^ fatten^ 
immures ^ Gmi fc^kre ac makficid , 0* notas ifla^ 
W C&tp0ritm fups hahaiffh ant i T^atur^, out a 
-iVb^b&i Met ^ Cifk fer eos ^ui tfm Rei cmfiti atrmk 
indubitati tefles erant. *' It is a fid Things fiith nei 
^^ biit it hath beeft ttiany a Time foimd true,, thai 
^* W^«i*n, Who ty Reafon of thde impreft l^tekr, 
" have basn condemn'd to . the Rack , either fet 
^ fdtf br'Fotcfc 6f Tofrtents , have confeflfed and 
**tjfe6rt p«t to death: And it hath afterward heeti 
** atteftei by undeniable Wttnels, that thole Wo^ 
** men wete inftocent aAd harmlefs, or at leafl: fie^ 
•* itotn that Crtoe <X: Witchcraft : And diat thoiS 
*V Marks were either fiom Nature, or Ipme Difeale 
J* ot Chance. 
Jut. What do yoti % concerning 0)arms ? 
C7^^. It is both a great ^in and a great Rffy to 
ii&thetfi. 

Jut. But ate there ire any ftrange Cares or Won- 
^d^ wrought by thctn ? 

(ierg. Credtilotis SupetfUtious People v^ll ont-face 
you with fbolWh OldWives Ties. But I will tell 
j^u ^ t^wo Inftances that will do you more good 
ttiaii dl of tJietti. WA^er in his 1 7 th Chapter quojes 
thert fiom AnMus hufitMus , a fober and learned 
Phyficiaft. Saith he , ^'' Two Young Men were Ttar 
^^ veiling in the Road, and one of them fpied a Viper 
•* ai the Root oF a Tree. He had a Charm For Vipers^ 
** of -which he was To confident, rhat he ventured i 
** Wagjet with his Rllow, that he would take ir ujf 
" without Harm : Btet Ae Viper bit him by the Fin- 
^ ger, and he lucking it to take out the Venom, poi- 
'* foned himfelf, and 'died in a few Days *\ Anothet 
who j^as his owft Patient, ** had his Leg cut off-, ^nd 
*' bv accident.in the Night-Time, fet the Stump on 
*' bleeding. One in the Hotift Would undertake .to; 
*' ftop the Blood with a Charm that !ie had. He frfed' 
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^ all Nightwitbout ESe£l *, and in the Mprniiig, wiien 
** they ddled the Dolor's Servant,he ftopp'd the thxx^ 
^^ but the Perlbn had loll fi> much Blood, that he died 
** the next Day "• All Rational Peribns laugh at 
Channs, and how can we believe fuch Childiih Fan* 
des. -^ 

Adv. I con&6 thele Stcxies are to the Purpofe, if 
they be true. But who was this Amatus tjijitamff 
that tells them ? 

Oerg. If thefe Fa£ls had been in a Hock that had 
no Name bejR>re it, yet their own Reafbn would have 
given them weight with all wile Men. But if you 
think fuch Relations want a niore known Name, I 
will give you one out of Reii^ the Famous ItaRan; 
who hath taken mrticular Pains to enquire into all 
Things of this Nature. See Experlmenta Naturafta^ 
p. 2?. " There was, fiith he, in the Court of our 
*,' Gteat Duke (the Duke oilufcany) a Man that 
" came out of the Mountainous Part of the Countrey, 
** to live at J^lorence. He was a Man in Credit, ana 
" Famous in his own Way , which was making Clacks. 
^^ As he was talking once before the Duke, he hap* 
** pened to tell the Company, That in his Country 
^ there were many, that had their Skins ib hardened 

ipith Charms, and Herbs, and Stones, that they 
" tvere Proof againft a Bullet ^ and they need not 
" doubt the Thing, for he had often leen the Expeii- 
" ment himlelf ''. The Company fmiled upon one 
another, to lee the good Man fb iooVSh as to believe 
fiich Fancies. And he lecretly vexed for being laugh- 
ed at, for telling what he had leen with his own Eyes^ 
muttered Ibmething againft them for their Unbdief, 
and told them. It (hould not be long before the Jcft 
was returned upon them. So what does the Man, 
but at his own Charge lends fbr one of thole cale* 
h^jrdeoed Men, and brought him to Court : And the 
bold Man told them. He was charmed in that Man* 
ner \ and to givp them Satis&^ion, he opened his 

■ Bteaft, 
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Breaft, and had any one of the Conrtiers (hoot at 
him, and ^e not. Clku^ks Qjfiar<>M4)£ the DiAas^ 
Officers, was juft going to make the Experiment, 
when the Doke, out of rity to the poco: Fdlow, bad 
Gofta (hoot him only into the Bnttodii : And fo he 
did, that the Bullet went quite through, and the Fel- 
low ran out afhamed and bleeding. This .did tmt the 
Clock-Maker out of Countenance : But thefe kind of 
Cafis never want Evaiions and Excufes : And ibme 
way or other, he fblved it to himfelf, that he ftood 
in it ftill, that he was right. And in a Week or tito 
after, he came again with Two Soldiers after him ^ 
one that was fb charmed , and the other that had 
charmed him : And the Soldier that was charnoed, 
ftripp'd his Right Thigh, (hewed them 5 blew Spots 
where Bullets had been (hot without entri^ig •, called 
WitnefTes that had ieen the Tl^pg, and tliey vouched 
the Truth of what he had laid : And one cflfered a 
Wager of Five and twenty Crowns, that the &cperi- 
ment would liold then ^ fot this Map siSb would ven- 
ture the Trial. So the Wager was layed , and imme- 
diately th^ (hot that Fellow through the Buttocks as 
diey had uiot the other. While the Company was 
laughing, and the Fellow feeling his Ba^-fide, the 
Charmer that had impudently carried on the Humour 
fb far, was fliding out of the Company , but was laid 
hold on, and threatned to be feverdy punKhed, if he 
would not tell, which way he had deceived the Sol- 
dier into that ccwifident Belief of his Charm? : And 
all the Seaet lay in charging the Piftol, fo as the 
greateft Part of the Powder (hould lye brfbre the Bul- 
let, and only a little behind it By that means , the 
Ktpon and Fire would be great \ but the Bullet would 
comttMre^ to the Place, and 6II witte>ut hurting the 
Perfbn. R^di adds ieveral other Cafes : Particularly a 
Detedaim that he made him(eli^ of a fionous Charm 
amongll the TurAs: But I will add no more. 
Tho(e that will not be iatisfied with thefe may believe 
thomllill ^ CHAP. 
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iPib«l kind a f fVitcbif.dfis they are that ate 
ffoKen of in Hofy ^ipturcf. 
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ijltft;. T Will wge you with no moie of thefe 
X Tryals/ The rtift do fiand upon the(e kind 
iof Fioofs^ inn the laft fainous Tiyals in our Part of 
.Great Brkm^ m the Yeitt: 1697, wlien Seven vrttt 
cmdemned and executed \ dnl if thdfe Froo& be not 
Tufficieac, the Perfbns have had the more Wrone 
'done thorn. Bat if we fofipofe this, What muft we 
ia]r to thoie many Laws, bodi Divhie and Human, diat 
(bnd upon Record agaiDft them ? And thetefore we 
will pats now, if you think fit, fiotn the Coirfider^ 
tkn of FaUt to Laws ^ and of Laws to the Divine 
firft. And what Account will you give us of them ? . . 
. , Oerg. ' This is a Point ot very great Difficulty 
atnoncft the Crhicks, and I will not pretend to make 
my filf Umpire : But I will oflBar fbme few Thing$, 
that, I tliii^, are manifeft, and nfiay keep us 
fiom preffing them too hard againfi our Neighboucs 
Lives. 

I. Whatever the Meaning of thofe Laws were, 
thevare of that part of the Law which is uiiiaUy 
calld J/rirn^/-, and therefore they are not binding to 
us, &rther than We find them uieful, and agreeable to 
our own Times« Our Government hath either increa- 
ied or moderated the Punifhmetlt of Thefi^ SaUdtfs 
breahngy Terjttry^ zvAMuberyj as they found need- 
lid ^ and they have the fame Libera with R«fpe& m 
thi9of Sorcery^ if they lee good lUaion. 



an fpoken of m Scripture. 14.5 

i. Tlie Laws of the Old Teftament in this Point, 
arc moftly grounded upon Names, without Definitions 
along with thenfi ^ and therefore, tho' they might be 
lufficiently known then, they can hardly be de- 
termindl now to certainly, as to be made the Rule 
by which we may take away our Neighbours Lives* 
Of all kinds of Words, it is hardeft to tranflate com- 
mon Names of Perlbns, becaufe Length of Time 
fixes perfeftly different Gharafters to the very fame 
Words. You know what a bad Man we mean by a 
ViBain ^ and yet anciently the very lame Word fig- 
nify'd only a Country-Man, that lived in a Village. 
A lOiave^ not many Years fince, was the common 
Name ot Servants, k Magician was one that was a 
wife Wan and Philolbpher 5 and you know how 
"Daniel laboured to iave the Lives of the Magicians 
in his Time. And Three Magicians came out of the 
Eafi to worfhip our Saviour. A Conjurer is a very 
literal Tranflation of E^orciji 5 and yet Time hath 
made one fignify an Office that is allowed of in the 
Roman Church 5 and the other, an infamous Crimi- 
nal, both in their Church and ours. In the Time of 
Tacitusy and long after, fuch ill People were called 
Mathematici •, and if a bad Name be an Argument 
againft them, fuch a good one (hould be as ftrong 
in their Favour. Sorcery is one of the moft common 
Names in our Law-books for Witchcraft, and is nriade 
Felony by our Statute : But to what little Purpofe 
would they fpend their Time, who (hould go about 
to define the Crime by the Name ^ for in Striftriels, 
Sorcery fignifies Lottery, and no more ? It feems very 
likely, that there hath happened as great a Change to 
the Word Witch -, for Witch, if Dr. More interprets 
it rightly, fignifies a wife Woman \ and one may be 
pretty fure, that the Law was not, Thou Jhalt not 
fuffer a wife Woman to live. What the Iiebret9 
W6rd for Witch doth fignify, I find Interpreters mucji 
at a lofs. In the Popifh Bible, it k tjfanlkted an 
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inchanper^ and Aat dotb pot imply, a ^eifps in 'Co- 
venant widi die Pevil, but one that thougljit to wcdk 
Wonders, by finging powerful Veries. ^n ikt vul- 
gar Latin it is Ven^fica^ a Voifoner. In th^ Sepjuor 
gint, it is ^f4MM<^ % Word that favoui;s tjie fame 
Senfe. Junius and Tr^meUius tm/iflate it Tfpefii^ia- 
tricem^ a Jnggkr^ and the Trench, Churches a ^e^rvr. 
The oth^ Nanf>es in the 1 8tfe of B^uteranomjf^ ace in- 
terpreted 2^ varioiifly. Dr. Mc^r^^^ ^nd, th^y that gwe 
great Cr^k to thejfowq: of Ms^ick, tranflatQ: thetfi 
into Eng/ijh ^ilames that imply a great Powqr ^ as 
Diviner'^ Inchanfer^ Char^npj^ J^ecromanc'erj^vUxcki^ 
Wizzard, and Gonfulter witj? fertlifiar SpiritSi '(thou^ 
the W(M:d that is tranflate^: Sprit s^ te of doubtful Sig- 
nification, and^ the Word fafnih^r \% added, liaving«> 
%ithe_t in t^Uehr^m that apfwers to it\ Irhj^; t|«it 
^^nk they xmg tank the Wond^s of M^gicH with 
the Miracles of I^opery, tranflate tjienij, Afiro- 
Ifgetss ^ortunerteHers^ Sooth - f ay frs^ Infajiors^ Ob- 
ferversof the flying of Bird§, Cohjf^i^rers^ Gonfultefs 
*\vith Ordcles^ Ventriloquifisy Gnofiicks^ a^id Jiigglfrs. 
The Tranflators jof the oqpri^gf>r^ Junms^ and I>v- 
nteUius ^^ the old Tranflation of <>ur B^gJifb feible, 
with relpeO: to fome of th& A^ords, and many very 
learned Men incline this .way. ^ and I . do not fee but 
tbqy give as probable Re^ns for thefe Names ,asatie 
:gi\^n for the ochear. But. let th^n be taken which 
way they will, I dp not fe? that we msjy venture to 
lay much Weight upon tliqm. ^mesare Ibmetiraes 
taken by the Pretenders theml^ves to magnify, their 
,pwn Art;, and ionaetimes are given by the Credulity 
of the People;, or the Illfwfll of Parties. Time 
•Changes them, and makes fome better^ and others 
worfe than their Significations : And therefore I cc«i- 
ceive, we cannoit, without Daijger, take upon us ftoin 
the Names, to d^ne either the Nature of tbaSr 
. Works, or the Extent of tteir ?OYfer. 
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' Mb. Bbt tbo the tare Names will not perhaps 

' feit Ib^ tnudi Wdight as ibme lay upon rhem, yet 

'fiiice tlfeit .Nahies and Works together are often 

.'ttfenKfettftf in the Holy' Saipture, I fuppofe from 

Beth' Wfe hiay leaW whUt they were. And therefore 

W^ tttt iis, Vrtiit your Opinion is of the Scripture 

Witfchciafts? • 

C/er^. TMejr })f^t thfe Divinations and felfe Pro- 
ffhedeS^N W ^'fcH the Idolaters of thofe Times took 
' 'Kitrfi itfihds oBF from their Dependance upon the 
- true God and his Providence, and made them look 
leather tb the Stiars, and Dxmohs, and dead Men, 
and Ctetfriis, arid Olttferis; that furt>orted the Wot- 
ftiitt of their falfe Gods: 

Tliis is the Atcoiiht that our ancient Law-Books 
glVe tJF.Sbtc^ 6t WiiefitSraft. S^e the Mirror of 
%(/?te^;. <Sha^ I. Se6l. f. tt was wiitteil about the 
Time dP^bri I. Or If, ahd under the Head of 
Herelyit rarlks^^ Sbtc6tfi arid dfefities it 

• S$rc^ ift mi Art aDevin^. . 
. BhiiHa^ pyi!firmem Jouncin Mai part ^Jkome Fro- 
0ltj{^ jbunc in Bienpartt, (i. e.) Sorcery is the Art 
di Diviti^tiori ^ Diviriitibn is^ properly taken in a 
^ Be^le, as* Projihecy iS takeii in a good Senle, 
IVf er tha^; hb r«cKfeift** tip thfe feveftl ways of Pro- 
fheQ^lHg,ot diVinltig^ bf the Fire, Air, Water, Earth, 
Aii^y, or ttfe Dead, atiH the Cafe of i^ww*/ and 

AnE tHe Itely Sfcriptut* teach us the fameDo- 
^rfnie,^ i*S*^; \%, 2i, 2^. Mi Snmaei fmiy Hath the 
1^\ m^^tai d^r^l in bum-offirrings and facnjS- 
ttxj ai^ 79 dBj^lfijg' iht iknci of the Lord? BehoAt^ 
^ ob^is'ViFHir tbdH fiKrHfic^^-mi to hearken^ than 
V^^'^ fafns. For rebellion » as the Jin cf voiidj^ 
tHfp^ and ftUbbornefs k as iniquity and idolatry. 
<^<^ta:-?a^iMt the Word Witchcraft In the Margin of 
tfie BiWfe, is jJut Bivihaiion, which leid§ us to this 
eSjr^ Sfeftfc of Samk^rs pi^us Reproof; What figni- 
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fies it for a Man to chufe the true God for his 
God, if he doth not regard him \ for God accepts 
of no Man's Profeffions, without Obedience ? If then 
you difobey or ncgle£l the true God whom you 
believe -, you may even as well fbrlake him, and 
praftife the Divinations and Idolatries of the falle 
Gods that are fet up againft him. We iee under 
the Name of Witchcrafts^ the Prophet exprefles thofe 
Divinations^ by the Credit of which, the Heatfaffls 
drew away the People from the true God to filfe 
ones. 

The other Prophets of God in the Ages after, 
fpeak of their Idolatries in the lame way, and more 
exprefly. Jer. 27. 9, 10. Therefore hearken not ye to 
your prophets^ nor to your diviners^ nor to your 
dreamers^ nor to your enchanters^ nor to your far- 
cer ers^ which fpeak unto yott , Jfaying , ye fhaU not 
ferve . the Kitfg of Baby/on : For they prophejie a lie 
unto you, to remove you far from your land. Ifi. 2. 
6* Therefore thou haft forfaken thy people \ iecaufe 
they be replenifhed from the eajl, and are foothjayers 
Jike. the Thiliftines. Ila. 47. 12, 13. Stand now with 
thine inchantments , and with the multitude of thy 
forceries^ wherein thou haft laboured from thy youth 5 
iffo be thou fhalt be able to profit^ if fo be thou 
mcfyeft prevail. Thou ^art wearied in the multitude 
of thy counfels : let novo the aftrologers^ the ftar-ga- 
zers^ the monthly prognofiicators ftand up, and fave 
thee from thofe things that fhall come upon thee. 
Ezek. 21. 21, 22. For the king of Babylon flood at 
the parting of the voay^ at the head of the two ways^ 
to ufe divination : he made his Arrows bright^ he 
confulted with Images^ he koked into the Uver. At 
his right hand was the divination for Jerufalem. 
Thele were 7<?-s:^^^/ s Witchcrafts ; She had Four Huiv 
dred fclle Prophets, that were fed at her Table 5 
and tho' Jehu called her Works Witchcraft^ ',her 
Admirers honpured her as a Prophetels, .Rev. 2. 20. 

The 
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The Prophet Nahum delcribes the Idolatries of 
Nineveh in fuch like Terms. Kah/m 3 . 4. Becaufe 
*oj the multitude of the whoredoms of the voellfavoured 
harlot^ the miflrefs ofwitiebcrafts, that felleth nations 
through her whoredoms^ and families through her 
Witchcrafts. To name but one Place more. Micah 
5. 12. / voill cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand^ 
and thou fhalt have no mere foothfayers. Vy gra- 
ven Images will I cut off. 

By thefe Texts we learn, both that their Ido- 
latries were their Witchcrafts, and what kind of 
Alen were deepeft in that Guile, and by what 
Means they were deluded. They were not Saddu- 
ceesj who believ'd neither Angel wox Spirit : But they 
were :iH<nS'ajiJLovwfot. They were over -credulous, 
and too fearful and fuperltitious about Daemons, 
Spirits and dead Men, which they called Gods. 
They were not Atheifts that denied Providences 
but they were fueh^-rrovidential Men, as pretended 
to underftand the divine Mind and meaning in all 
iudden Calamities, monftrous Births, Voices in the 
Air, ftrange Birds, Comets, Ecliples, and all the 
Omens and Oftenta of Nature. The Office of that 
Part of their Prielts who were called Augurs^ lay 
wholly in ftudying and interpreting fuch like Thing.^ 
Then again , they did not deny all Supernatural 
Infpiration, but funk their Notions of it too low, 
believing even their Madnefs, Enthufiafms, Drunken- 
nefs, Falling ficknefs, Vapours, to be full of Prophecy 
and Divine Inftruftions. They were not cold and 
careleis in their Devotions ^ but made ufe of ve- 
hement, and as they thought powerful Invocations, 
which they boafted to be anfwered by prefent fu- 
pernatural Changes in the Entrails of their Sacrifi^ 
xes; By thefe Means they pretended to open the 
Book of Fate, and read the dark Lines of Futurity. 
They undertook to prognofticate the Life or Death 
of Sick P^rfons without feeing them. Ahaziah^ we 
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know, after kis Fall, fent to . iiffi Tetpple of Baaf- 
zebub to enquire, whether h^ fhould tQCpye^ his 
Sicknef^ that followed tljat Acckje^t, Ttiey boajfte^j^ 
that they could foretell the Succeft of Wars ?n| 
Battels, and do much towards drawing the Viftpry . 
towards that Side that fought to them for Help. 
And they had fo many Relations of Fafts that feem'4 
to verity their Fredi£lions, th^t ma^y jPrjnces weye 
fond of them, and grave Nations oiq^iired of thenj^ 
and even the j^ews were wonderfully prone tofor- 
lake their Faith and Worfhip of the true God, and . 
receive the more popular Religion of thole Heathens. 

Perhaps when you hear me defcribe thofe antienjt 
idolatrous- falfe Prophets to be religious bver-mucl?^ 
with their Heads too full of Spirits, and Miracles, 
and Infpirations j you will think I aim at Papifts^ 
and Ibme of the Ringleaders of our own Sefts, zxjA 
feek to wound them through the Heathen's Sides : . 
But it will be a jufter Thought, if you t2^|kg occa^ 
Jion to obferve from it, how very fteadily Nature, 
and even the Imitations of it, keep theit Courfe j 
and how true the Obfervation in our Divine Wri-' 
tings is, that there is nothing new' done uodpr tlje 
Sun. For it is very certain, that for all the Lamenta- 
tions that our Enthufiafts make over the Mifery 
of thoJe Idolaters, they come very near them^ and 
differ but little more than in name from them. 
For as human Nature i^ the fame now ?s it was 
then, ib are its PaiTions the lame alio. As our 
Bodily Dileafes are the fame^ lb are the Difeafes 
pf our Mind. As ftrange Accidents, Futurity, goo4 
and evil Angels, dead Men, Mortality, and the Dif- 
ficulties and Dangers of Things, are the lame rouncj 
about us 5 fo they make the fame Impreflions 
upon us \ and weak Men in their Fear a^ch at 
the lame imaginary Remedies. From hence it comes 
to pafs, that as the Fear of God and true Re)j§ion 
fiood then in the middle betwixt 911 Atheiftical 
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Sadducilm on one hjijdi, and a t;tnerous Enthufiafti- 
cat'Ctediilfty on theofhet; ]«ft ft) ft ftands now. 
And as thei* UoIaWs and oiif IBnthuJiafts do both of 
them err on the Ifrtfte creduloHS Tuperftirious Side, 
ft tbeir Errors, tjjo' they feem different, are the fime 
for fiibftance -, both df them fancying, that they had 
and have,^ rnore lhf]^ijat?pni greater Acquaintance with 
Gbd and* Spirits, higher KrK)w^ ^eater Power, 
ancji mote Prophecy than either- they bad or ours 
hatei I thh)k thjs appears manifeft from thofe In- 
flanpes I gave of the Wofc^trfes of the filfe Pro- 
phets j and if I thought they were wanted, I Riighe 
cpttfirm it by as inany more; 

Adv. But. t*ay tet me ftay your Hand froat 
that-. For whit you have faid ialteady upon thai 
Pbint is a EMgreflion ftom our Bufinefe : Fbr oui 
llnquii^ h. nc*, l>oVv ne^r Qur mbdern Enthufia^^ 
whetjh^ fopijh Or t^maick, co^e to the antieh* 
Heathpp Itjofeters -, but who were the Sorcerers and 
n^izzaf-dybf the ©Id TbftameDt. And I find it is 
yoiif OpirtiOfj, ' that th^y were the fil^fe Prophets^, 
fleat;hen Ptip^s, Diyinete, ai)d Augut^ of thofe Times^, 
And. t%t their Witghci*afts Were' their Divinations*, 
fnyocations^ maeital iSacrifices, Anitilbt^, pret?ende4Ifr 
''mirations, and erafty, Prbphecibs.^ Bjit if thefe were 
iQ Sprterer;5 and Witthcrkfcs otthcs'CWd Teftanien^, 
wjb.0. were the Sbrc^^ers, and wMf ^br^ the Witch^ 
crafts of the, NfeW? . 

Oerg^ Tiie, Sorcerfers in the NewT^ftament, Were 
the Falfe Affiles and Seducers-, and their Witch- 
drafis and Sorceries Were theit pret^rided tnlptrationi^ 
Mtr;2tcle^ , ?nd Vifioixs ^ wjiereby they iniitated and 

?ted to out-do the true Apoftles. In 2 Cor. 11.13. 
^or Juch are fclfe ^ojiiiijs^ decei^l Winrkers^ traHf- 
forming tUny elves into the Apoft'/es of Chrifi. T8e 
2d of ^^v. ver, 2., And thoit hajt tried them that fay 
they are Apofiles^inddfe not \ and haft found theM 
ti^rt. Now I ask. By what Ways did they transforefi 

L 4 then*- 
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thetnfelvcs into the Apoftles ofOirift? It was by pre- 
tending to do as the Apoftles did, when diey were Lmrs 
and deceitfiil Workers, that did [nothing that was really 
like them. They had their feigned Vifions, Revelati* 
ons , and counterfeit Infpirations. That is the Rea- 
fcn that St. John, i i^. 4. ver. i. exhorts the Ghri- 
ftians he wrote to, to try the Sphits whether they were 
of God, becaule many falfe Prophets are gope out in- 
to the World. Then they had their lic^-m 4^'^«<, ly- 
ing Wonders, which they compared with the Mira- 
cles of the Apoftles. The Sons of Sceva ventured to 
make a Trial, whether they could not caft out a De- 
vil \ and though at that Time he would not be ejeO:- 
ed, at another Time he might pretend to be overcome, 
that he might give Credit to one of his own Inftru- 
mrats.For thefe R«dbns,thofe that oppoled the Apoffles 
are called Sorcerers ?ind Magicians , in as plaia Terms 
as James and Jambres that oppofed M>fes. Elymas 
that refifted St. faul, and fought to turn the Deputy 
from the Faith, is called the Sorcerer 5 and Simn is 
called, as if he had been really Sirnamed , the JVL^i- 
cian. And when he could not buy a Power of gi- 
ving the Holy Ghoft, he fell ^gain to his old Trade of 
Sorcery : And his Sorcery was an Art by which he 
bewitched the People of 5j;^jr/tf to admire him, not 
as a wicked Conjurer^ but as the great fewer of God. 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory gives us a large Account of his 
Pretenfions. :And Eufebius, Xih. 2^ and 3, tells us. 
That Menander and Cerimbus^ and moft of the firft 
Hereticks, defcended from him, and were much givea 
to Sorceries. 

For thefe Realbns 1. reckon it to be, that St. Patf/^ 
when he fpeaks of Witchcraft, ufually joins it with 
Idolatry and Herejy. St. Joh^ ipeaks or them three 
Times in the Revelation, and in the i8th Chapter, ver; 
23. faith , By thy Sorceries mre aU Nations deceivted^ 
ConGder that Expreffion duly, ^nd* then tell me, wfce^ 
4l?er the Nations weR milled in the Religion by ob- 

Icure 
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fcuie concealed Witches like ours , that could not be 
found out but by fecret Teats : Or whether they were 
not deceived by crafty Seducers, that counterfeited Infpk 
rations and Mirades, and by other popular Arts be* 
witched the People to run after them. 

Adv. This tfiat you fay is Truth 5 but not the whole 
Truth. I grant you, that the Heathen Idolatries, and 
Chriftian Herefies were built upon thefe Foundations, 
and that the Prophets and Apoftles rightly taught the 
Jews and Chriftians to look upon their Works as meer 
Witchcraft, though their Followers took them for the 
very Power of Religion : But then you muft confider, 
that thofe ancient Nations had other People at the fame 
Time, which not only the Prophets and Apoltles, hut 
they themfelves call'd Witches and execrable People. 
Now I would kpow , what Jiind of Perfons thefe 
were. 

Qer£. They were loofe People, that either out of 
Curiojity or Credulity^ either to iatisfy their Love or 
Revenge, or to get Money by latisfying others, pre- 
tended to do as much out of the Temples , as the Au- 
gurs, Soothfiyers, and Diviners were thought to do in 
them. And having meaner and more credulous Peo- 
ple to deal with, they made them believe they could 
perform whatever they ask'd for. They would under- 
take to caufe Love, call up Spirits, make Old Mco 
Young again, change Men into Beafts , nay call down 
the Moon, with their Charms and Incantations % and. 
minting dangerous Drugs with fome of their Com- 
poiStions, they often did very real Mifchief 

Adv. Thefe are the People I enquired after ; And 
now I want to hear what Judgment you make of 
thefe. 

Qerg. It is not eafy to be thought , that the //»i/4- 
tars fhould really do more than their Mafters that 
they learnt from : And therefore though they pre- 
tended more'thah the Soothfayersy Diviners^ and Falfe 
fronts y I put them together in ;^e' Judgment I 
; . . make 
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m^t of them. As the Holy Sci3^i;es, sbX the. 
EaMe Prophets, and Falfe Apoftles with ih$ Witclres, 
and Wtczards 5 fo I rank the Witche$ aftd Wh^rds 
witih the Falfe Prophets, and Apoftfes^ witjji t;his Diffe- 
rence, that one aSted by Law, or OrocQf, or Pretence 
of Religion •, the others were loofe immoral; P^^fe, 
that praftifed by Stealth, and would undertake anj; 
Thine;, good or evil, that th^eir Cuftooier^ carrte. ft*^ 

Mv* Well ! we fhall come to the main Point hy 
Begrees, and therefore I ask you fettfeer ; W'ete not 
Erii Spirits thp Authors of thofe Works that were 
wrojq^ft both by Heathen Priefts and Augurs, Falls 
Prophets and Apoftles, and die Witches, aiid Wizzafdfe, 
alfo? 

Clergy As Tempters, no Qu^ftipn •, and as HeJlpers ^ 
far ap they could \ for their Work went fotwajid, wheo, 
any of thefe proQ)ered. And therefore whatlbgyer. 
l^ames the Heathens gave their Qods , w\ whatever 
Plretenfions others made, the Devijl wa.S th^ir Go4, ^nd^. 
Leader in Reality, and all their Works were Sacrifices^ 
to him : For wholbever oppofes and corrypjs God's, . 
Ttutb, whofoever promotes r^ncjples that give Ltber- . 
' ty tjo Sin 5 wholbever difturbs th? Happyiels of M^Or 
kind by breaking the Peace and good Order of Chutchesi 
and States, to ferve themfelves and their own Pydet 
and Plealures, every fiichMan LiaCox^ Art^r*^^^ fa(:ji6ce% 
to the Devil, and his Aftions. may very juftly be dir^^ 
the Devil's Work?. 

Ah. You know my Meaning If you would anfwer^ 
me : The Qpeftion 1 ask is, Wljether the Devil did 
not aft fuch a Part in them, as mad? their WorfeSu*, 
pematural, above the Power of Man and Matter ? 

Clerg. At Ibme times when God, for teme fpsssl 
Purpofes, permitted him, no doubt but he did v but 
not ib often as many are apt tp imagine. And thtter 
fere I will add fome Text$ and Authorities that in- 
cline one to thiak, that they were cj|;ii?fly fjippprted by. 
Inthufiafnl, Cheat, and hnpoftuj?. 

Id- 



ace fp^ken of in S^tiptMre.. 1 5^ 

Intqrpreters generally refer the j^ift FjMm^ toti 6. 
to thefe Kind of Arts 5 and in that D<ivU cjflls tlj^jHj 
tyirt^ Vanities \ 1 hate tbem that holi lyif^ Vanifiss^. 
Junius and Tremellius render it Vanitates ymjfynoiu. 
Oujr learned late Bif hop of Ely pajaphiiafes It , \ eej^ei: 
enquired of DivinQrs, Wizzards, ^whfeye^s^ or Fpr- 
i;urie-Teners 5 nor cpnfulted with TStectoro^ncets 5 q\ 
any other of thpfe Vanities whgrejyit^ the, Qemil^ 
World is cheated. The Prppfaet Jer.emy,, l^eaking of 
their Pxophej:jes cK .14. ver. 14. fiith, Th^yprdph^ 
unto yow a falfe Vtfion and t>ivination. ., ^^4 (k tbiin^ of 
nQup)t^ mi the deceit of their Hearty la the ibtn 
Chapter he fpeaJss of their Cafting Nativities,; aj)d t;el- 
Kog Tbii3gs to come, by the Stats and Si^ of Hea-i 
ven : And tbou^j they added to their Art many IMa- 
^icalj Idplatrpus, Diabolical Rites, and iavoked Spi- 
rits into their Images , that were erefteA under tli; 
J proper Conftellations •, and tberefdre mjuft be fiippo- 
ed to have aU the Afliftance the Devil co«JA gi^e.his 
Aggnts V y^t the Prophet defuks tbeoi as vain Pr^toa- 
d^rs th2tt cpuld do nothing : Verft 2, &^c. Thus f^tit 
the L$rd , l^arn not the my of the U?afhen, , and hi 
not di/m^yed of the Sighs of Heaven 5 jor the; Ij^athen 
are difmayed at them. For the Q^ftoms of the Yeo^l^ 
are vain: far one cutteth a Tree ouf of the Forefi (thi 
work if the Hands of the Workman ) mth the Ax'. 
7hey deck it wth Silver and voith Gold \ theyfajlen. k 
p^itt) J^ails and with Hammers that it move not. ' They 
are upright as the Falm-tr^e^ butfpeak npt ; They mufi 
needs, be carried, hecaufe they cannot go. Be not (^rati 
ofthemjor they cannot do evil^ neither alfo is it in them 
to do good. Jen 14* 22. Are there any among the Va^ 
pitifs of the Gentiles that can caufe lB4in 1 IQ, 4E 
35, 24- Shem the things that are to come her e^et\ 
thai fj?r may kjtow that ye are gods % yca^ dp good, otp da 
evilf that w m^y be difmayed^ and beho.ld it together^ 
Beho/4^ y^ are of nothing , aniypur mrh qf nqught \ 
an abmnaiotf is hf th^ chufethym. 

/l^hough 
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Though the Hiftoiy of J5^/ and the T^rc^on be not 
Canonical Scripture, it is very Ancient, and (hews us. 
That the Jem in thole Times, thought the Miracles 
of the Heathen Gods were owing to the Trap-Doors 
and Tricks of their Priefts. To name but one Place 
more, and it is in Ecclejiafticus : Though the Author 
of it was not a Prophet, I believe he will be allowed 
to have been as Wife a Man, as any in his Time : 
And he tells us, cb. 34. ver. 5. Divinations^ and South- 
fayings^ ani Dreams are vain^ and the Heart fancieth 
Oi a Woman s Heart in Travail. 

TuUy was one that pried as narrowly into Things aS 
any Man in that Learned Age he lived in ^ and he 
wrote Two Books concerning their Divinations, and 
argued the Point of their Reality both ways , with 
liich Appearance of Reafon, that fome quote him, as 
- if he was one that believed the miraculous Pretences 
and Prediftions upon which they were founded .• But 
that Part w|iich anfwered and ridiculed thofe pretend- 
ed Fa8:s he placed laft , and made himfelf (Cicero) 
the Speaker, and adds near the Conclulion : Ut vere 
Idquamur ^ Super ^itio fufa per Gentes oppreffit om- 
nium f ere animosy atque hominum imbeciUitatem occupa- 
vity quod (!f in its Libris diBum eft, qui funt de Na- 
tura Deorum^ & hac difputatione id maxime egimus. 
Multum enim iff nobifipfis O' noftris^ prcfuturi vide- 
bamus\,Jieam funditus fuftulijfemus. '' That I may 
*' Ipeak, filth he, the very Truth, an univerfal Su- 
*^ perftition through all Nations have enflaved the 
•' Minds almoft of all Men , and over-bore out 
** human Frailty : As I have fliewn in thofe Books, 
*' which are concerning the Nature of the Gods, 
" and which If have endeavoured particularly to 
** prove in this Difputation : For, faith he, I think 
** 1 could do nothing better -either for my ielf or 
^* Countrymen, than if I could pull up this Mif 
*' chief by the Roots. But , fiith he , I do careful- 
*• ly declare my felf , that when I fiy Supcrftition 

** (hould 
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*' (hould be rooted out, I do by no means intend; 
^ that Religion fhould be taken away with it"; And 
he adds what his Notion of Religion was , which 
confidering that it came from a Heathen, muft be 
allowed for a very noble one, as would appear if it 
was proper for me to launch into a new SubjeO:. 

To this Noble Sentence of Tully , if it was not for 
fear of being too long, I might add the Opinions of 
Horace^ Virgil^ Tlutarch^ FSny ^ Seneca^ and oui 
Englijh Chaucer J and many othors : But our later A- 
ges that have made greater Improvements in Philolb- 
phy, are more likely to judge right than they, and 
therefore do not much want their Authorities ia this 
Matter. '^ 
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, that it is aVuhav Bnor to thin^ that the 
;,. Lai»Pt ^ -m N^ous hm^ kfsA' /*#r 
imrs. 

M). T F ryrM tifiak fit^ t^ m\\ pi^ tmt to Hie iidkt 
, , JL CkKtfe i;i my Lottl Chief Baron' JTft^'s Di- 
reSfcion to the Jury at the Trial of the Two Witches 
at Bury. For to that which he laid concerning the 
Scripture Witchaafts, he added, That the Wiiaom 
of all Nations hath provided Laws againft fuch Per- 
fons -, which is an Argument of their Confidence of 
fuch a Crime. What have you to offer upon this 
Head? 

Qerg. I conceive, that to make this Argument 
come up to any Purpofe to our Cafe , it (hould 
have been faid, not only, that they had Laws^ but 
that they had fuch Laws as ours. For they may 
have Laws that are milder, and with lets Penalties, 
and againft other kinds x)f Fa£h, tho' with the (ame 
Names \ and if lb, this Argument, doth not reach 
our Cale/ AnT as Er as I can fee, it is lb far 
from being true, that all Nations have always had, 
and have now, luch Laws as ours, ^t I have fome 
Realbn to doubt, whether any Nation b the World 
hath, unlefs it be Scotland^ to which I conceive we 
owe our Statute. 

Now for the clearing this Cafe, I will lay befbre 
you fuch Accounts as I l^ve met with in thofe Books 
that \ have read upon the Subjefl : For to brine the 
L&w^ thertifeH^es from amongft the Statutes of aU Na- 
tions^ is what I muft not pretend to, ^^^,. 

a And 
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Aftl 6s& tambertus Danaus^ Chap. 6. tells us, 
what 1* believe is very true ^ that as long as the 
l^attohs were Idolaters, they ufed the Help of Ma- 
gick €nd Sorcery without icrupte, and had thofe 
that wfere skilled in it in Honour 5 and that fo this 
Day it is njuch in ufe amongft the barbarous Na- 
tions, both in the North and Eaft^ and the Tartars^ 
'(and t ftiay add) the Weft-Indians. He proceeds, that 
in afl'the Empire o^ferfia the Study and Arte? of 
tbete Wen are in Eftieem now, as it was amongft 
ib», Bl^ppi(nts formerly. 

^hm p/eph alk'd his Brethren, whether thqr 
"tlioiight fich a Man as he could not Dhine^ he 
Ipeate not of Divination as a Fault, but a necefli- 
ry Qyanficition of a great Man. 

th the Magick oi' Krahi and Carpocration ^ it is 
lBld tbat it was a neceffary Accomplifhmeht^ re- 
quii:ed in the Kings of Perjia. And TuHy in his 
Bdoks/of Divination faith the i&me. 

Moft of the ancient Fhilolbphers , thQ CJ/a/d^ans^ 
ifi^K Dr^i^^i Bracbmans^ and fldtonifis^ allow'd and 
ufed it. 

And I do not in the leaft wonder, when I meet 
with thefe Accourits in the ancient Hiftofies : For 
ft is the 'moil toly. natural Thought that can bfc, 
that there are other reaibriabfe Creatures ift the 
World befides Men ^ but the Ikme uatural R^afon 
could no ways gueft, that thofe Spirits were filkn 
feom th^r fifft'Qeation, or that they were Enemies 
to Mankind; theit fitft Thought would rather 
be^ that all reaionable Creatures, tho' invifible, 
would be of a Friendly Mind, and aflfifting to all 
with. Whom they had Communication, and either 
lay ndthihg, at tfell Truth to thofe that enquired of 
them. This the firft Men would naturally hope,- 
'and, without Revelation, nothing but Experience bf 
the Varaty and Mifchief of luch Coriverfe could teach 
them^ diat either there was nothing but the Chance 

'- -'' ■- ' of 
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cf Things that Ceetned to anfwer their Tryals^ o 
dfe that tho'e Spirits that dealt with them^ ^ 
d^xettfbl and malicious Beings, that took, a 
Pleaiure in their ,Delufion and Deftruiftion. 

But to come to the Laws concerning ^^enTs 
Dealings with them, whether real or pretendes^* 
' The. Laws in the holy Scripture are the fir ft ^ 
that we know of ^ and it mun ever be accounted 
to the Honour of teveal'd Religion, that it was zhc 
firft in forbidding fuch pretended and very dai^^srous 
Communications. 

The next, that I meet with, and which is ofren 
quoted to prove the real Power of Magick, are thoie- 
,of the Twelve Tables., ^i Truges excantaffet — :^ 
neve alienam SegetempelUxerk. i e. '^ That they (houl<l 
•* not bewitch the Fruics of the Earth •, nor ufe ariy 
•* Charms to draw their Neighbours Corn into thei^ 
** own Fields. — But as this was a Roman Lavir^ 
and tcceiv'd, when they were an unlearn'd, and ig- 
nocant, and littlePeople 5 I muft add to it the In.tei:;-:' 

•pfetation that the Romans themfelves in after-Ageis 
gave to it \ which I find printed with thole Laws 
in Jiifiinians . InjVttutes. Ruiis adhuc Antiquitas <:re^ 

^ Achat y ^ attrahi imhres Camibus, ^ repeUi^ quorum 
mhtl fojfe Jieri^ tarn pa lam eft, ut bujus Caufa, nuUi- 
ur fbilofophi Schola introeunda fit v that is, " Our 

'** ignorant Anceftors thought, that they could d|ufe 
•* Showers with Charms ^ but we rieed go to the 

," School of no Philoibpher to teach us otherwife.-t- 
Thefe Words n^ Seneca's, and the Judgment; of 

'the great Lawyer IJlpian'is addod tq the (a^ePor- 

,pole. . . y . \ . ., ,^ ' 

About a .hundred and fiftyYears after that,; the 

^LeX'.Corneiia^ another Roman Izw, was made, and is 

ufualiy quoted as a Law againft Sorcery. And jit 

■ was,. indeed againft Poifoning, ^ ^^a/a Sacrificid, 

t arid was made / when 17b Roman Women of the 

C'better Qiiality, were condemned for real poifbnlng ' 

-• • ' ' ' ^ thote 
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tHoie that. thef had a l^nd to remove. See Ut^ 

The next Law, that I know of^ vvas made hy G>n* 
fianttm the fiiftXhriftian Emperor. His Law re-^ 
quir'd , Ttet they fhorid be punUh'd If they us'd 
Charim to do Imrt \ bat it {hoidd he lawful to ufe 
them iok icftoriiig Health , or preferving the Fruits of 
tiieEalxiL In Cod* JufiimMo, Lih^.tit. i^A.^^iEsfum 
tji Sciemia ^nknia^ f^ fapenjfiamfiterttb legibus virt'- 
tHamiaj qui Magicis ^c,cinBi anibm^ aut contra falu^ 
tern Umitfum moliti^ uu$ puiieas amm^s ai Ubidinem 
deflexaffe deteguntur. NuUis vero criminaiiombus im* 
f&candafuM U^ media hummk ^uffits corporiims^ am 
in 4^reMbm locis innocemer aihiHta Si^ragia ne m&^ 
turis vmiemiis ntetuerenxur imbrex , aut vent is , gran- 
iinifque lapidatione ipMeren^Mr^ mabifs non cujufquam 
falus am (fSimatia /aderetur^ jfei quorum froficerent 
aSuSy ne di-wu munern ^ labores haminum fterneren-^ 
fur. Datum lo. Co/end. Jun. AquHeix^ Crifpo fSf Con- 
flantino Cojf. That is, " T&eir Skill is to be condemn^ 
" ed and very defoyeddy punifli'd m the fevereft 
Manner, who bei^ fumiflied with Knowledge df 
the Magic Arts , fball be difcorered to have afted 
^ any Thing , cither for the impairing of Man'^ 
** Healdi, or drawiEg chaft Minds to indawfol Love* 
*^ But no vexatious Aftions are to be brought againft 
Remedies that are Ibii^ght (for die Bodies of Men •, 
or againft Charms that are innocendy -us'd in Coun- 
trey Places , for fear left Storms , or Winds, or 
Haii (hould hun the forward Vineyards 5 or againfc 
^ any Thing whereby no Man's Health ox Credit was 
** loft, but the Gifts of God and Works of Men weue 
** preftrved from Damage. Datrd at Aquileia th^ 
^G/b cf The Kdiesds of June, Crifpus and Conftantine 
being Confuls. 

About a Hundred Years after that, the Eraperot 
Leo the Firfl: abrogated this Law of Conjiantine's, and 
£M:bad all ufe of them : TotumiuM hoc SortiarivriM 
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mnifterium Impofturam (!f FaUaciam app^Uat. He Cal- 
led this whole Trade of Sorcery^ In^oJ^ure Wiii tkc^t. 
See Lambert Damus-^ Capitefexto, 

lAx.Tyrre/y in his HiSory (t^ England, V0I. i. B. j. 
pag, 340. fiich, The 6th taw of King Athelftan w^s 
againft Witchcrafts, Enchantments, and uieh jlike 
Deeds, that procure^ Death *, that if any one by them 
be made away, and the Thing cannot be denied, fucl[i 
Praftiiers fliall be put to Death : But if they end^- 
vour to purge themielves, and be q^ by the Tbreoh 
fpld Ordeal^ they (hall lie in Prifon a Hundred an| 
Twenty Days^ which ended, their Kindred may re- 
deem .them, by the Paynnent of i?o Shillings to the 
King: And farther pay to the Kindred of theSlaii 
the full Valuation of the Party's Head ^ and then the 
Criminals thall alio procure Sureties fer their go<4 
Behaviour for the Time to come. T\xt Saxon vm^ 
for thefe Inchantments is Litor/^«, which lAx^Tyn^i^ 
iaith, fignifies that Sort of Fafcination th^t is done.l^ 
Ligatures^ Fafci^y or Bands. } 

The Law that is in force in many Parts of the Sn^ 
pire^ wA in Ho/land, is the Confiitutig Carolina^ thf 
Regulation that Charles the Vth made of thofe M% 
lers. I have not been able to procure a particular Ac- 
count of it at large, but by the mention of it that i h^v« 
met.with in Cautio CriminalU^ and other Aathprs,^! 
find it was defigned to moderate, and did a&yalq^ 
flacken the vehement Prolecuriras of the Inquifi^rs, 
by allowing the accus'd Perlon Council , and tnitig?^ 
ting their Torture , and taking away the l^rofit x}^ 
the Piofecutors had om of the forfeited . Goodj^ ,of 
condemned Perlbns, . r ».,;- 

In France thefe Cafes are tried by an fxiicl tha< j^jp 
late King ^pfJr<7»^^ put out in the YearT^TZtv.jfiince 
which 1 have been, fieqijently told, Uiatmou Paru^^jif 
the Natioo have been fiee jfrom Profeputioos gf ff Jjs 
Sort. And Mr* Calefy m his foretne^tioQed JBopk^ coor 
cernuig the Witchcrafts in 'New England^ infert^^ IQ^ft- 

, ;. pofition 
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tjbfition of one that h?icl heard ibme J/^rfM^/x % , that 

tftey liked the Itrench better than the Engfjjh: for 

where the french were, they had no Witches. 

^^ From the Laws of Nations let us pals to tlie Gi- 

^te»r of the Church. . 

The Council of Artcyrd in the Year 314, appointed 
Tive Years, Penance to pretended Prophets and //i- 
chanters^ and fortune-Tellers : And as long a Time 
of Penance to thofe that took them into their Hou- 
;^s to Cure their ^Difeafes. This is the Subftance of 
the Four and Twentieth Canon of that Council. But 
befides this, there is found in antient Copies (and 
^irited by Gratian^ Caranza^ and "Lancelot^ as the 
jDeclairation of this Council) that many Wicked Wo- 
teen , deluded by the lUufions of the DevilJ, think 
thfey ride through the Air with Diana md. Herodias, 
land a Multitude of Witches : And fee fonietimes 
fed, and Ibmetimes joyful Sights: But all Priefts 
'6ughr to teach the People of God, that tbefe werei 
Dr^ms and felfe lUufions of the Devil : For who 
(continues this Council) can be fo Ibttifh, as to be- 
lieve, that they are really done in the Body , and not 
only in the Spirit 

^^ The Council ofLaodicea in the Year 354, in th«^ 
f6th Canon , excommunicates any Clergymen , that 
Ihoiild be Magiciam^ Inchanters^ Mathematki or Ajtrd- 

rs. . 

The 6th General Council in TruUo, in the Year 692, 
riiade Two Canons, the Sixty and Sixty Firft, againft 
liich as .counterfeited Yojjejjiori by the Devil, and ¥or- 
Sune-Tellert^ and thofe that carry'd about Bears and 
other Creatures, and Calculators of Nativities , and 
Irkhanters, and Charmers* 

^ Thefe Qnohs teach uS, That fuch Wi^izardS de- 
Ihrve Pum(hment,'as it is ihoft certain they do : But by 
joining them #itil thofe known Cheats , I think , thefy 
intimate to us, that they thought them very like one 
smoch«r. 
^ '^ M 2 There 
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There are fome other Canons that cenlure them 
without defining their Art. But that which I reckon 
to have let this Point of Witchaafi: upon that Fpol 
that it ftands on now, was Ibmething left than either 
taw or Onon. It was that BuU that I menti(^'d 
before of Pope Innocent the Vlllth, in the Year 1484, 
a little before the Reformation , when thft Ignorance 
and Superftition of Popery were at heignt It was 
direfted to the Inquifitors of Almain^ &c and em- 
powerd them to dilcover and have them burnt fro Stri^ 
giatus Ktrefi^ fot theHerefy of Wttchcraft, 

^See tiie Bull it felf before the Malleus Matejha- 
rum. . ' 

Innocent uis Efifiojpus Serous Servorum Dei^ adfu- 
turam rei memoriam^ Cfc. Sane nuper ai nofirumnen 
fine ingcmi mokjVtd pervemt audit um I juod in nonrnf'- 
lis parttbt/s Akmanna Superioris necnon in Mogunttn. 
Colon. Treveron. Sabzoidrg. (y Bremen, frovincifs^ 
Crvitatibus ^ Terns ^ Locis^ C Diwcefihus^ com^fii^es 
uhr'mfque Sexus Yei]fon.t , a fide Catho/ica devtantes^ 
cum h^monibus Incubis & Succubis abuti. acfiik Jn- 
cantatiombus^ Carminibus, Cf Comurationtht;fs, aliifque 
Nephandis Superftkumbus ^ i!f oortil^iis^ excejpbu^y 
criminibus^ iy deltSis^ mulier urn partus^ animalism Er- 
ms^ Terrs fruges. Vim arum uvas^ ^Jfboruk Pru- 
ffus , necnon homines , mulieres^ pecora , pecudes \ \^ 
alia diver forum generum MfitmaHa^ vineas^ ^uaque pa- 
ntoria^prata^pafcua, blada^ frumenta ^ & ahai^ra 
leguminaperire^ fuffocari^ & ^xtingui, f^cere if pro- 
curare, iff of que homines , muheres^^ jumenta^ pecora^ 
Tecudcs^ ^ animalia dirts tarn inirinjecis qum ex- 
trinfecis doloribus C^ tormentk afficere ^ excrutikre^ 
ac eojdem homines negig^ere^ & mulieres ve conqpe^ 
re^ virofqiie ne uxorwuA. Vf mufieres ne viris affus 
conjugates redder e vale ant impedire. Tidem prdnerea 
ipfam^ ffc. abnegare. 
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/* \fo/WMr , Bifhop , a Servant of the Servants of 

^* God, in perpetual Mcnwry of the Thing, £5V. 1 It 

** is come to otir Ears, that great Numbers of both 

^* 'Sexes, catdeft of their owri Salvation, and Ming 

*'from the Caiholick Faith, are not afraid toahufe 

** thett own Bodies, with Devils that letve to bsth 

•^ Sexes : And with their Inehantments, Char^is^ and 

**'Sorcerie«f they vex and afftifk Man and Beaft , both 

** with iitwfid and onward Pains and Twtures : They 

^*^ render Kfen and Women impotent for Generation : 

** Thev (feftr(^ the Births of Women, and the Increafe 

of cartel : Tbey Haft the Corn of the Ground, 

th^ Grapes of the Vines, the Fruit of Trees,: and 

" the Gfiafs and Herbs of the Fields, i!fc. 

/ J\W fgitur^ &c. Opponwfis Remediisypyout nd- 

JIro in^umbk officio , piviiere volemes y (S'd Auto- 

r it ate Apofioiica temr prafentium Jhatumus^^ ^c. 

'^eM/ibet eorum^ &c, mjafmodi Inquijitianis officii 

urn exequiy ipfafque perfona^ quas in pr£nuffis tulpa^ 

hies reper^rmty juxta earum demrita:^ carrigere, in- 

car cerate^ pumre^ Of muUlare , . ific. He adds y That 

alth6ugh Hertr. Infiitor^ and facob. Spretfger were de- 

'jKited Inquifitors for this Matter by his Apoftdical 

Amhorlty , Ttfifl^^)! ftanrntUi Ckrict ^ Laid iiimtm 

partium, qudtrentes plttra fapere quam oporiegt^ ^c, 

Adperfonafum earundem pitnitionem aimttti mn debe* 

w, p&tikaciter afferere non erubejcunt , iSc. Per 

Apofioiica fcripta mtttdatms '^ dfc. Moleftatores ^ 

impeiiemes & contradiffortr qupjHbetif rebeUes euj^f- 

cun^ue digmafis , ftarus , gradas , prateminemia ^ no- 

''MRtatis^ & i^ceUenm , aut cfndittonii^ fyerint y pet; 

' ek^mmumc^ionis\ fufper^nts , ac ahas etiam Jor-^ 

' midbiUores fentemias , cenfuras , p^nas^ i^d aggri> 

"'^"date & re^^e^re authoritate wjira prowres> inva- 

' )cm oAhoeJH opiiifuerit AuxUio Brachy S4KHiarts , ^c, 

' Vakik ftdffkty 0V. 1484. 
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" We therefore, accordirij? to our Duty, "Wflfe ^ ^^ 

^' firous to applv fit Remedies to lb gr«at an EYiUdo 

*' by our Apoftolical Authority appoint by thefe Pf g-*f 

*' fents, (S^c. that the Perfons aforefaid ihall execui* 

" the Office of Inquifition, and correQ:, imp?iftKli 

'' punifh, and fine, Cfc. all PerfortS that (hall b^ found 

f guilty of the Crimes aforefaid, Cfc. And whereas 

^* many, both of the Clergy and Latty^ feeking to b^ 

wife above what is fit, did not bluth tp aflert, thar 

the Perfons were not to be profecuted in thofo 

^ Parts, &c. We command <all Oppofers, Contrac 

diftors, or Hinderers oftbofeProfecutions, of wl»w 

foever State, Dignity,^ Excellence^ or Pre-emineflcq' 

** they may be^ to be excommunicated^ or Cufp^pdtdi 

*^ asoceafion (hall require, or punith'd with grw??: 

*' and more formidable Punifhments ^ and if tjiere N 

^* need, that the Secular Arm be calUd in to hdjv 

^' Given at Ro/ge^ in the Year of the locarnatipn of oug 

'f Lord 1484. ,...,.. •' /;r 

From this Tiipe the Notions of Witchcraft, mt^l 

VQty grofs, and^ the PrOfecutions bloody, 2Kid. ,m^y 

poor Protoltants .(called thm Albigenfesox^W'a/den/esl 

were involved in the Trouble. For two of ihreQ.Ages:: 

they were continually accufing, condemning, and burp-v 

ing them in one Hace or another^ Xq tliei great„ 

leflening Mens Faith in God's Providence, thej^ 

charged their Frofts, Tempefts^ Plagues, > and Pifeafes 

upon their Witcheg ; and dug-many, out of theij: Graves^ 

that by burning their Bodies, they might diflG^ve th&C 

Charms. Whole Towns were ready ta leaye their Ha-: 

bitations for fear of Witches-, but fcm^. Towns wer^- 

ib wife as to chafe the Inquifitpr? from afnon# thesft.1 

But new BuUs fxomRoifie^ and Notionaof Her^, an^;^ 

the Difficulties in the Cafe, and the Sapprftitions cf 

the People, gave them new. Footing, that tlje Calamity ; 

continued long, and they had. greater, Numbqi of E?K.-i 

icutions under Pretence of that Crime than hadbeied 

in any Age before them* , l:yenture to make that Ob- 

fetva: 
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l^Vatiorr with the more Aflimtnce^ not only becaufe I 
Hive put down their Numhers^; Names and Places in 
t\LtO)ronoIogtcalTahk^ in the Second Chapter of this 
]^k>k*, but alio, becaufe I find the Writers of that 
Age ftudy for Caufes which might be the Reafon why 
they had lb many Witches above former Times- The 
Reafon they affign is. That their Age was a Time of 
great Illumination, and therefore God* permitted the 
Devil the more Power, that their Temptations might 
te proportionable to their Talents : But theReaibnl 
nSuftgiveis; That it was an Age of Superftition and 
Ignbrance; and: their own Credulity and Folly, and' 
j6ift}ng Witchcraft with Herefy, made them appear 
i6 itoaiiy, v\^en there were in reality no more than ar 
*!6thet Time. And as that Gentary is the Time from 
Which the Defenders of the vulgar Notions do at this 
Uttife fetch their greateft Authorities, I will add fome 
Obtdrvationsconterning the State (^ that Age, and the 
particular Arguments with which they maintained their 
Opinions. 

!•• The Authority of thefe Inquifitors was not^ 
grotmded in this Matter upon any Canon of a Council,; 
but- upon a Pope's Epiftle, or Bull in that Age, which 
we' count the thickeft Darknels of Popery. Ic was: 
Sbout Thirty Years before the Beginning of the Re^ 
fwrmation, ' ' ^ 

- 4. Their Heads were full of Romances, and L^ends, 
a«d Spitits; and fuperftitious melancholy Notions. 
Gerfony.^ learned Chancellor of the Univerfity <£ 
Bati^y lays, one might fee Thoufands martyrizing 
their own Bodies, by tearing the Ftefh, and theix 
Mood tmntn^. '^ I quote this out- of Cafaubaa of O^e^ 

'3^ In their Books upon this SubjeSk, Thomas Aqui^^ 
m^y/Of the Pvpe's Bull, or a Story out of the GoMen 
ijfg^ni, is a lufficienr Solution of a DiflSiculty, and 
die ulual End of an Argument. As for Inftance, T 

.^'^ /•-. -•::•.•. ' • "'^M" 4 :• * A" ^V-' ' ^' .:* find 



1 6% Thit it is Oil "Erf or to tbiak' 

ft^ they were mwh entangled about the Gafeof Traofti 
tbrmatioil. The Council of AHuiliia had deteimi^ed;? 
that the Devil couW iK)t leaily ebaiige a Mw o«' Wo^i 
man into any other Gfcature : Bat thcConfeffioni «£ 
tife Witches (which vras tte chief Evk!e«c$j. upon.' 
which they c05V ifted them ) conf ttidift ed this. Theyi 
affirmed, th»t they were changed ihtoGifj, and wefff. 
imo Houfes through the firfoe little Hok& that Cai§ 

v^nt' thorough. If they^were Cb^ga^^ 
Hem&kfy k 2. C.U into Ai&s, they carried Burdens lifceJ 

other Affes ^ if into Wolve?^, <>ej?> 
^^re feen like Wolves, they rain into. the Wooda, ^nd: 
worried Sheep, asd Ibnrfc of them wetc? killed by J)o^> 
When a Gloy ftcr of Num Wore transformed into SgW^-e 
wr/j^ they fa jd th^ ra*r up the TreeJ^ and hung upon ib^ 
£hds of the fmall Bou^ : Novi^, kOw can^ ^1 this^he^ 
and their Confeflic^. or them te sdlowed gotid^ akidi^i^ 
t^ey be in their owii Shape all thh wMe -udidierid I 
This is a Difficnlty to ua rroteflaiKSj, bwt ifot & |^ii 
to Papifts, becaufe in Tranfubftantiation as HWifch>t© 
this is done; They fee mi eat tlie S«Mftaental Brea^ 
lilce a Wafer, and yet it is a Man. And I fee S&mai% 
cf tl^m clofe this Cafe of TraSisfcgrmacionsi with- tife; 
I^end of Sr. Ma^bafiks. Ti\tv& vi^ 
fiy, whofe Wife was bewitched^ ai^f cfiafir^dd into » 
Mare. Her Husband and Ibme others hrou^ hetic? 
that Saint, and he fiw her a true W^nfiei^ at the fdm^ 
time tha^ they £iw her a Maiie \ and be fbti bdr 
with Holy Water, dnd then they Hv* tte fame; 

To give once InftSnce more* Maity Witehes df 
Aoffe Times did certainty confds^ that' tttey were carJ^ 
Tied through the Air into Foreign Paft$,aid tevtUy. io 
the befl Wine in the Princes CeHara ^ Ihen A^ ifarpob 
thtHogflieads with their Rods, and imMed^tely' t)ssf 
were full again. At other xxmi^ tfaey^ :^d, tbef 
danced in a green Meadow^ and killed afatiOsft v Mol 
When they had eaten him, they put i^ B9iies liito hii 
- ^••■- ^ ••■' ..-..-^ •-T-'.. / ...-•■ M. -:-t':Hide^ 
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Ifide/tiDd tied the Four Corner^ then (Irook k.wkli.: 
dieir Wands, smd the 0% would jtife up, and go to bi3f r 
Fellows* Now to us this is a puzzling ftrange Cafe i 
but they iblve it eafily by the t^gend d£ St. Germain^ -. 
who. did juft the iaaie by a poor Man's Calf^ whco. 
he and his Friends had eaten him up) only they ^y, - . 
Sc. Germain did it in Reality, and the Devil only i^ Ap-^ 
pearance And Btwth. de Spina^ in the 7th Cha^pier of 
^u^fi. de Strigibus^ tells us five feveral Ways whereby 
the Devil may make both the Witches and the Owaer. 
of the Ox believe the thing; One of the five Ways 
i«y that the Deyil himfelf nriay enter into th^Hide^- 
and Wcilk about in it like an Ox J^ ^om^ Days^ 
and then pretend to be tick and die, and the Owne^: 
cannot know but that the Ox died his ^ir Death. ; - 

4* When the Abfurdity and . Inc^poflTibfilicy offuchi 
Things was obje8«d, they ftequeiitly quoted thcf. 
Fi&l5)ns of the Heathen Poets for Exampks.. 'Jlier 
ScWiets of I7^^x, ihey f^d, were changed by- G>r< 
teto* Hogs^ aiid. Diijwtfi^x HWo Birds. 5 lphigem(t^^xh&fr 
%^^Was chang^ i^to ^lDoc y ^ndLy^iu^/^ was trans^ 
^med by Jftpiter into a Wolf. And Offheus a^: 
MfbiM^xe^ quoted asieally dpwing th? Scones and 
Iffees by their Miifict an^ Verfe* . ; 

J^. Iwifti yoi^do not mifiake their Romtm^st&isi 
^ab^Hiftmes. Prpy, who aK youi Authprs? 
,^n(3Jv3}. ^ Not ¥«:y good- pnesy if you will take jony 
OjJiMonrof them j but they aie fucbas m\Si nof be re- 
jeded l^. i^K>fethat delend idle Witchcrafts of thpi^ . 
3\iine$,v ^^ thejT/Were th^ Inquifoqr^; and |udgie$ that 
a»)ddm«'d iktt» v^d I do mc feeb^ they de^d 
Ib^ Qpinioas vtfich the fin^ Subtiky that othec Men 
ddbodlha^^' * BttitheAge was wksttn'd, and the Hle^ ^ 
M^M &f)ei^titious^ and iheir Legends and &1& PrincU 
l^led tjhemrwroflg. 

5. Tht caSi\x% Evidofice in^ moft Tryats was the 
ConfeiTioa of tjce Parties^ aod the Cpnfeffiahs were 
dfawn from theni by cruel Tortures. Wi^rus J&ysy he: 
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law them pour hot Oil upon the Legs of ibme j otKers 

were burnt with Candles under their Arm- holes Somcf 

endured the Torture three times over, before ih/^p 

would confefs : And Remigius, who had condemned 

and executed Nine hundred, brings it as an Argument^ 

why Tortunes (hould be ufed •, that fcarce any one ^m^ 

known to be brought to Repentance and Confeflioii 

but by thofe Means, and therefore he faid, their Pains? 

were their Bleffings, i^ 

The ingenious Author of Cautio CriminaIisyVi\i&. 

was an Eye-witneCs of moft of the Fafts that he menn 

tfons, imputes the great Numbers of their Gtrmm 

Witches to this \ and ventures to lay, that if thei;^) 

irivented a new Crimea never committed by Man, ahdh 

examined People by the iame Tortures that were ufed/ 

to difcover Witches, hfe would be burnt himfelf,' if' 

they had not as many Confeffions of that. » 

6, Their Skill \n Oitici/m was about the feme? 

rate with their Philof^hv zxAUiftory. I will give 

ym bat two or three Inftances for Samples. One of/ 

tfiem^ giving the Rcafon how it came to pals, ttet 

thejfe w^re -fo many H^^«^/r that were Witdhes, xrimer 

xhm.Men that were Wizzards, fetches an Aigirmeiic 

fromi-i the Derivation of the Word fkmwa. ' For, he- 

iaith; it comes froTn Fe wnA Minusi Fris tJiefen^j? 

he iaith, as F/, and fi ftands tor fides ^ and thence? 

comes the Word f^mina quia Mtnorem Fidem^bsh^t. 

The lame Author gives us the Derivatidn ^of Diaftoi)^ 

/us \ mid he laysf two before us to chufe o£ Onfe iri^ 

Dinb&ius' quaji Defluens^ becaule he fell Iii ' the 6f h^ < 

he confidfered tHiat it being z Greek ^6iA^ tt'VQOuW 

be better to derive it from the Gr^^* •, atid therefore 

he? letches it from Dia duo, and B^/t^r MsrfeUm^ hi^^! 

calife he deftroys both Body and-Soul like two Molr^>:^ 

icls. That they may make the more Mention of Efci^ f 

vili in the Old Teftament, they interpret the IPhUijfinei^: 

to%^ Spif its,' Dabate in manui FiUeftinmim^ id cffy'' 

Juryni. 
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yi^fjfffrym. I went long enough to School to know 
better than this conies to. Either you banter usj or* 
4fe thefe muft be mean oblcure Authors. ■ : ' : 
hClerg, My Author for thefe Gritidfmsis^ife;?. Jnfth 
tvr. Part i. Qu. 4. and Queft, 6. and he and Sprengm 
a^ethe two Judges in the Inquifition, to whom Pd>pd 
btmcem direfted his famous BuU, which you findvtivC) 
bi three Leaves* before. ' And which is \ more than this^ 
he is the firft ,Aikhor in the ^r&Tdme^oi' the MaUem 
M^ficarunty which is one of the Bodks.that Mr. 
Baxter^ in his Preface to Mr. ^i^xhtx^s Mmor^hie 
Frxnjtdexces^ ihnds usx6; with the Declaration of his 
Opiiiicm, That i^ Sadducees were not mad with bivrJ^ 
dutity^ ihofe Boaks: tfiufi convince them \ whereay/I i 
think there i^no doubt, but that it is the gre^t Rally c£ 
ffichVfuch like Books that nriakes lb many Sadduaeek 
as there are. i^ Man can hardly he a Sadducee; but: 
heri muft be art Atbeiji alfb \ but when Religion is 
cbogg'd with fuch bloody and filly Superftitions, it 
ftmpus Men to^be both. And tberefbre, without add-* ^ 
ing more 01)iervations upon thofe Popifh Inquifitors; I 
muft conclude, That in my Opinion, it ftill holds: 
tpite, that* tte great Numbers of fuppos'd Witches 
tha* were burwr in that Age, were owing to the Igno* ■ 
ranee, and falfi Principles, and Superftitions of that* 



Ijearned Roinan G/ffe>//VAf cannot -reafonably beof^ 
fended, that for the prefer ving our own People from 
the like miferable Superftitions, we lay beforfe riiem. > 
the plain Matter of Fi^ as it was in that A^, 
l^iile an unlearned Night of Ignorance lay upon 
both their Church and Ours. Many of their owir*' 
Writers have fpoken of it, with as much Freedom^ i 
and in particular, f'ran. Bei/eforejiy 3, itom^ French 
Hiftorian, being griev'd to fee many innocent Men 
and Women daily hang'd, drown'd, arid tormented; \ 
as if they had caufed a Difeafe upon. Cartel, throagh • 

" ^' ' ' ' ' :,:■■■.. .aU>^ 
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all Eur^e : He ends his Additions upon JiiAoIas 
QiUes widi tMs Sentence, Tanta jam Stubitia oppref- 
fit mjerum Munium^ nt nunc fie abfarde Rtt Gre* 
dantur a 0)rifiiams^ quale s nunquam antea ad cre^ 
iendum faterat quifquamfuadereF ogams, (le.) ^ %\^ 
^^ fo great Folly did tben oppiefs the miferaUe World, 
^^ that Cbriftians bdieved greater Abfardities, than 
^^ could ever be impofed upon the Ueaibens*\ I 
quote this out of another learned Papift^ XyabrM 
rfaudt, in the 7'^ Chapter of his Jfokjgy for great 
Men, ubo bad been fatjely accufed vj Magic k. Aril 
I teckon it was the nrighty Crcduligr of the WofM 
ifl tfaefe and fiidh likeOite, ihzt Cervames and Ha' 
^elak expoied in the comical Hiftocies of Don S^h 
not and Vantagruel-: And perhaps that wajr of deai'^ 
fiig with tbefli was more proper thrill grsve Atjgi^ 
ipents.- ''■7^ 
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G H A P. XIV. 

i&>me Kern arks concerning the Occafwn of 
: \ our prejent Statute. 

^dv. T3\T ELL, I care not much if I grant you^ 

^ y.^ ^^^ *^^^ FcMreign Laws dxid Fapijh 
jVqthorities (hall ftand for nothing i for tho' I nfiend- 
bad them, becaufe Mr. Baxter^ and moft other Wrl- 
^rs upon Ais Subjeft, lay much weight upon them s 
yet I muft own, that in a Cafe where liie Lives of 
ijbe King*s Subje£ls and our own Fellow- Chriftians 
?ire concern^, it is dangerous to (harpen the Pro^ 
fecutions by the Opinions and Pra£lices of thofe 
ignorant and bloody Times, But what will you fiy 
to our own Aft of Parliament, that anies this Point 
even as high as the Pope's Bull, and fuppofes tteit 
the Witches feed and reward, that is, i fupppfe, 
give ftck to evil Spirits. And take notice^ that your 
own Chronological Tabl^ (hews us, that a Statute 
againft Witchaaft hath palTed our Parliament Three 
feveral Tmies ^ in the 33^ of Henry VIII. in the %^^ 
of Qpeen Elizabeth^ and in the i^' of King Jamesl. 
which is the Law that is bow in Force in your 
Part of the Nation. 

Qerg. And yet I am perlwaded, you will not be 
able to (hew, that they had one Witch, either be* 
fore them, or in any Part of the Nation, at any 
of thole Times •, but the Law was palled upofl 
other Occalions. 

In the 33^ 0^ Henry WW. I do not meet with. 
anyTryal or Execution of any one Witch ^ butmanv 
had a cheating way of getting Money, by pretena- 
Sng to tell Fortunes, by comparing Gentlemen's 
Coats bf Arms with the Letters of their Names: 
And the Lord Hungerfori had been fo weak as to 

go 
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go to one of them, to know how loilg the Kff% 
ihould live.- And he loft his Head for it in thi^ 
very ??** Year of that King's Reign. Now In xht 
latter Part of that Year, and therefore in Probability, 
upon the Occafion of it, the Parliament pafled iv^ 
Laws againft fuch People, The Statute that yo4 
mentioned, againft Conjuration zn^ Witchcrafts, arid 
another againft jalje Prophecies upon Occafion of 
Artns, Fields, or Names. 

Then we muft confider, that this happened ift 
thist Part of the King's Life when he was feveFe 
againft the Protejlants, on purpofe to convince the 
Fttpifts, that tho he had caft off the Pope's Supre^ 
macy, he was a Papiji ftill,' and would have Laws 
in England that (hould do the fame Things, thai 
the Pope's Bull did in Popijh Countries. For that 
Reafon, hut Two Y^rs before he had made that 
^. cruel Law of the Six Articles, and Bonner had at 
that Time burnt feveral. And that this Law againft 
Witchcraft was brought in by the, Popijh Party for 
a. Side- Blow to the Protefiants, feems plain to me' 
becaufe the Preamble to that Statute faith, that the- 
Perfons, that had done the/e Things had dug up- 
and palled down an infinite Number o/GroJfes. AncT 
in the Body of the Statute it isfaid, or^Jor defpit& 
cf Chrift, or for lucre of Money dig, or puU dotctt* 
any Croft or Croffes. Now who were they that pul- 
led down the Croffes in thofe Times ? Were they 
the Witches or Fortune-tellers, or were' they het^ 
Pi'otefiants, that thought that was the only eftgfluat 
way of curing the grofs Superftitions of thofej 
Times ? 

;.Tq.make fhort of this Aigument.-^ The 'Papip'^ 
itt- other . Nations had given thofe of ours a crUC' 
ExampJe of this way of extitpating Herely. For #; 
was an. Opinion advanced amohgft thein, that rtie^^ 
Her<^tic£s 'and Protefiants had evil . Spirirs in ' thtfih • 
They jcaliy L//^6lrr, Jl^/iTv/j*v terengariusy Wickli^y 
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\^/s , and many others, Wizzards and Co^'urers. 
)||ar E^iijh Priefts propagated amongft their Feb- 
it j^e the lame Opinion, 
f. vifTheTefuit X)^A^/(? filth, that fiom the Time of 
I mt Reitormaton, we were over-run with Witches* 
^ ]^ox he fiith, that Witchcraft goes along with our 
jj Herefy, as Madnels with a Fever. See the Prefi^e 
jf ftf feij jyifquifitiones magica. Pope Adrian VI. in his 
Decretal Epifile concerning Witchcraft, calls it iCr- 
jl f c/?x Str^iatus, and defcribes many of thofe Witches 
j that he meant, as a Se^ deviating from the Catho/icJt 
J faith^ Sic deny it^ their Baprifm^ and Jhev^ing Con^ 
tempt of the Ecclejiafikal Sacraments^ and efpeciaBy 
of that of the Eucharift, treading Crojfes under thetr 
ff^t, and taking the Devil for their Lord^ dejiro/d 
fbe Fruits of the Earth, by their Enchantments^ Sor- 
ceries , and Siiperftitions. See Barihoi de Spina. Chap. j. 
Xhi$ was a Tr^p that would catch a rroteftant as*^ 
well as a Wizzardy and take him off without ever 
letting the Worid know what he dy'd for. Scot 
ftith, They melnd away many Vrot eft ants by thif 
M^ans. And this Statute of tienry VliL being made 
at .that Time when the Papifis prevaifd •, and ex^ 
prefly joining that dangerous Claufe of their pulling 
down Cro0es, with their Afts of Witchcraft 5 Ican"^ 
not but think, that one Reafon of its being made; 
was, that it might be a Hank upon the Reformers. 
. Adv. I believe you »Qn6t name one Proreftanjt, 
t^t died by that Law. 

[Oerg. Noi; can you, I believe, name one Witch; 
I am apt to think, .it was a Law never executed 5 
tiut I count it a Snare ready laid. And I am the 
in{)fe of this Mind, beciufe tlie Reformers abrogated 
tjlys amongft the other fevere Laws that had been 
iiade againft , them^ the very firft Year that they had 
Ppy^, (/. e) in the firft of Edward VI. Then you 
oiay.sobfcrve ferther, that, in that . part of the Sta* 
tutte that pg^ts^^at Witchciafc and Conjurations, tho' 
.;. ..^ there 
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there is orie ExpreflSon thit J«ppofes real MifcbidF 
done, there are three that plainly exprefs much Va- 
nity and Cheat in their niagical Pretenfions. Firft 
it is laid, they pretended to underftand and find hid 
treafure. Then after the mention of Witchcrafts, 
and Enchantments, and Sorceries, it is added, for 
the Execution of their fiid faife Devices and Pra- 
ffices^ And a litrie after — Giving Faith andCre^ 
dit to i\xch fantapical PraSices. And therefore I 
think that A£t of Parliament doth no ways prove, 
that the Makers oS^ it believed much Reality in 
their Art, iwit very ^jteax Wickednels, and many Wd 
Cdnfequences. 
The next Time tihat a Statute againft Witchcraft 

J)afledourParliarnent, wasthe^th of*C^jeen£S-B:t/A?rfr. 
n that Year, or near tfeat Time, I do not meet 
•with fo much as one Witch eiAer executed, or tried ; 
but Cambden tells us , that the Countefs of Lenox^ 
and the Earl her Hufliand, and AntbmyPoaly and his 
Brother, and AnAory Tortefexe were condemned for 
Treafon, and ftedy Confeis'd the Confpiracy ^ feut 6id, 
!t was not intended to take Place in the Qpeeri's 
Life •, but they had learn'd from Ibnfie conjuring 
Wizzards, tliat the Queen wotid not live out that 
Vear, and they had prepai?ed their Matters to t^e 
place at her death. This Year, (and therefore I 
fuppofe, upon this Occafion) the Parliament renew'd 
the Law againft ' fantaflick Praphejies xipon Arms^ 
^d Fields and Badges. . And the fame Day they 
paffed an AQ: againlt Conjuraiiions, Witchcr^r, and 
Sorcery. And in the femeSeflion, they made a Law 
to banilli Gy^es that pretended to tell Fortunes by 
^afmifiry. And fome time after this, they made ano- 
ther Law againft thofe that fhould calculai:e the 
^ueerfs Nativity. 

When we hear of fo many Laws of this Sort 
In fo wife a Reign as Qi^en Elizabeth'% w.b ^ we 
m\& confider, th^t the fteformation ha<l been 

. 2 made 
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tm^t but a. few Tears before j and therefore the 
Nation was not got .cleat from the Influence qt Pope-* 
17 and Ignprance. Tho'. the Laws abput Religion 
w^e changed, the Inhabitants of the. Country werct 
the fiune, , and the Mjonks .^n4 J^uns^ -, being tarnU 
loofe aoatMigft the People, infefted tjheir Minds with 
Skiperftitious Tales: and thp' thgfe Follies are ufual- 
ly. Matter rtf Jeft, while thef kef p. among ^ the Yut 
tr, yet.when. they happen xo find Faith aiponglt 
le Great Ones, and the Kindred of the Crowrj, \hef^ 
often drair them tOithej .Attempting -g^e^t Cljj^ijgcs. 
For'tbd high Stations qf •th'6 Gr^gt 49 not ,fejgijre, ei^ 
ther themror their Childfeij^ founder. Ju^gpjentsthaa 
their Ne^bpurs, nor fw^ th^i fro.m flie Super Jfti-> 
tions:and Crediilitjr o£;the MeanDeiij ^nd wheii 
their >high Spirits aiid gfj^aj: Jmer^ftsr«r^ia6tpd hyf 
yaio Hnpesuand.Taile?^) tlvey .fofin:Jb^ftc|^e Bondsf 
thaC iMre%i«e,i» Nation's rP^ce^ }^W ^^^Qovetfl-* 
Bienf ini*hat Ag?, haying- b^rn yeic'4^1jjfi^.fiOiiji^inual 
PIptftijtad hold Attempt, t^^ fp»l?e p^ll;:of ibofe 
GaiJ&s, .^y (om>d it; neo^afy t^ G^^^^v^ry j:)ooi^ 
igainft itheaai. V But Xcgiiceiy^ we cfwa^ot from tbof^ 
Lawsiaake any cettiiin, Det^rminatipjf, Jjow much; 
teaUtyi th^* thought theswtwa? in tbeijiSorcery mor^ 
ihantt^rl^aimcftry^ nor whether the jr Invocation^ 
of Spiiiits and Circles for , Conjuration was . not aa 
ioQer^i Chwt as their cikvilating Np^tivities. ; And 
i^fides,>Xi}o not fiodi -thgti thefe Ppims -under wenj; 
^j. ikv^te EiS^minatioiVjoi learned Met} in that Age^ 
Iftit raither pafs'd the Two IJoul^s withput much dif-j 
CWff Qft as^ fometime$ foine Laws happen to do- 1 
have confulted the Journal of the Two Hqufes of P/zr- 
limefitiin that R/^igfi^ m it woi pul^ijhd out of the 
Manufcripts of Sir Symonds U Ewu ^«d the largeft 
]{^ate.thatJ find is this^ Thurfday the lit h of Feh^ 
msLtyilTbrfe Bills, of {no, great Motneni^ had each om 
Ufadi^^yxf which the laftkeing the Bill for Servams 
Ksbbit^ fbeit M^^r^^ Buggery -, Invocation of Evil 
4>:vi V N Spints, 
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spirits^ Inchantments^ Sec. to be felony^ woi trad /6r 
third Time ^ and pafsd the Houfe^ ' \ 

Then it may be ob(erv*d farther, Th^ as thti 
Law had nothing of feeding and rewarding^ Spirits^ 
as ours hath now ^ fb it was-mach morec mdpciKit 
than our prefent Statute. For if there W^re &nm Add 
©f Sorcery or Witchcraft provMj yet if tfaeyihttd not 
Irilled any Petfoii, the Pehaky f6r the *rft 'Coiivi-? 
aion was only a TeaT'ilmpnfonment^aiid^Prlloryr 
Four Times in that Year • • . ;: ' ? 

That Statute which is in F6rce noW^; ^om- made 
in the ift Year of King /j^^?^ the Firfe. . The rPar* 
Bament, that t^ear, repealed the Que^b'a mrcwiiner- 
ciful La'iv, atid made this nem One^ as the'Pf i^mbk 
ttprefles it^ for the more fevere Punifhinj^of ir: ^9s^ 
in this Ju»£lure I do not find Wfiy tmWifchx eithetf 
before them^ or in any Part of ibe Kation v. nor dbtb 
the Preamble *)9^ake mention df any Inwe^xA^tx^ 
Per font ditiobgfi: us. It^iii tn^ that aI>(lutMtfie 
Years before, the Witches X^iWwhoit^hi^ beetarjiaifig't^^ 
and fome others before them j^ ind If^/JJ^, .ini tlie^ 
Year 1 597* But for Two^or Three Y«m ' lafeft; the 
Magiftrates h^d b^en rat'heFrieif)gagM in difeoieering 
Frauds and rmpofturefi^/ atid' h^d Punifh'd ftveral 
foch : And' the Convocation,, thi J' fame S ffion^^ ^de^ 
opr prudent &/7^/?, that Sn^eu^id^ny Gletgytnao^ 
that fhould pretend to <:a!ft oat Deirils witBoat U^ 
cence under Seal: But tlie^l^^rUameflrj JtHatlam^ 
Year, Enabled our prefebt Scatfim jfed ifvf^^jis 
be permitted to offer my G0ftJeaUr6^^tvthe'!R»ai5ff 
for changing the Law wef fedbefore for thisi the' 
beft Guffs I can make is tbitf V'^ ! ' ' ! ''?::- ' 
. 'K^m^yames the Firft \vas a Prince ^of good N;ttu«»' 
ral Parts, and as nmny Great f'effifns batae^ & diiolf 
he, take as much Pleafure m tbi Studies of Lea'itoiftgf^ 
as in any of the Advantages bf%is Station TiBut^hg 
had the Misfortune to be engaged in darfe anid diffi^ 
cult Subjects in his youtiger Years. Bvfore he vir^i^ 

Tftrentj^^ 
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Ti^eritjTj he ventured to interpret the Revelation. In 
tfie Twehtj^-third Year of his Age, he had the Ex- 
amination Agnes Symjon^ commonly call'd. The Wjft 
Wife of Kehb^ and of feveral otters, who confelsd 
flieaifelveis gttilty of Witchcrrft. The King had the 
Honour of being acknowiedged, a Man of God^ that 
^eir Spirits had no Poweir over : And Arch-bilhop 
Spot/wood &ith in his Hiflfory, That /> Scotland, tbae 
Winter was /pent in the Examination qf Witches. 
Two or Three Years after that. King fames puh- 
Kfh'd his Ddsmono/ogia-y that is, (as appears by the 
Nameaad Book together) The Doifnne cf Depi/s 
and Witchcraft : And coming to our Crown fome fevt 
Years after, every one would be forward to read 
and admire the King's Book upon fo curious a Sab* 
hSt : And our Statute being made in the very firft 
ParEameiit that be held in England^ I cannot forbear! 
Afnkfng tfjaf it was the King's Book and Jud^tiienf J 
ftibre\,thari any Encreafe of Witches, that infuienc^a 
^teT^rliament to the changing the Old Law. 
^ I am the more confirm'd in this Opinion, becatffe 
the very Body of our Statute agrees with the Con- 
fefflon of that Scotch Witch that he examinM. ' For, 
a^ we find it in Mr. Glanvifs CoUedion, Agnes Sym/on 
told him, She bad been at Churchy at Eleven qf the 
Odck at "Nighty with above a hundred other Watches. 
They had'black Candles^ fhe (kid:, fet round thefulpit*^ 
and the Devil in a black Gown and Hat^ preatha to 
tbew^ that they fhould keep his Commandment^ of doing 
aU the 10 they could. Then they opeVd Three Graves^ 
and took the Finger s^ arid Toes^ and Neifes of the dead 
Teople : and fhe had a Winding-Sheet^ and Two Joints 
for her Share. After thut they kifs'dthe DeviPs Bach 
jide^ and went home. Now whether the Old Woman 
had been at fome Burving, and dreamt of the Fu- 
tieral, I know not : But our Statute feems plainly to 
l>e taken from this^ for the Words are. If anyfhaU 
take uf any dead Man^ Woman ^ or Chitd^ put of hk^ 
*'^' ' ^ N 2 ot 
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or ber^ or their Grave ^ or any other Ylace^vnUre the 
dead Body refteth^ ortheSkitiy Bone^ or any other Part 
if any dead P erf on^ to be employ d^ or us'd in any man^ 
ner of Witchcraft^ Inchantment^ Charm, or Sorcery^ JScd 
Kow comparing thele Things together, I cannot bat 
think, that if King fames himiclf was rioti^ ftrft 
^over and Direftor in this Change of Stajtptej jet 
there might probably be a Deiigii of making.Gourt 
to the King by it. And I muft add, tli^t the l^raniQa- 
tion of o\ir Bib/e hQing made foon after,* oy, King* 
fames% particular Defire, hath receivM ^me Phia- 
les thiat favour the vulgar Notions more .than the 
Old 'Tranflation did. At that unhappy Time was^ 
brought in that grofs Notion of a familiar J&pirit^ 
tho' the Hebrew Word hath no Epithet at all^ . ancl. 
ihould rather have been tranflated into fome of tlioier 
Words, that fignify a cheating Ventriloquift. Some 
other Changes were made beudes that \ and, coofi*. 
dering its Excellence in general, I cannot but impute 
its JDifad vantage in this Refpeft, tothe great Reve- 
rence they had to the King's Judgment, and the Te- 
. ftimony he gave them of Fafts from Scotland. 

furym. 1 am the apter to believe this Account 5 
becaufe I have often heard, that our Law did come 
from thence* , 

Clergy m. And whether it did or no, it is not greatly , 
rhateriaL We are free for all that to ufc our own 
Reafbn in judging, which Notion of Witchcraft agrees 
beft with the Nature of Things, as we. fee tliem. be- 
fore our faces : And if the more cautious Notions be 
the -more probable and fafe, we are free to take 
tfiem, tho' our Statute be grounded upon a Suppofi- 
tion of^ the Vulgar. I have heard, that, King fames 
himftlf came, off very much from thefe Notions in his ' 
elder Years 5 but when haws and Iran/lotions are 
fix'd, it is a difficult Thing to change them. 

furym. There is one Queftion which you have, 
partly anfwer'd already •, and yet 1 defire leave to 

put 
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flit it more particular! jr. If thefe Notions thatyoa 
ave defended were to prevail, they would mgke the 
the Profecutions of Witches very difficult j and would 
not the Number of fuch People increafe uj^on us to 
OM great Danger ? 

Clergym: Through the "Wifdom of our Government, 
we have had a pretty large Experience of this way 
of dealing with them \ and let Mr. Advocate be judge, 
whether we are qot as free from Witches here in Eng- 
land^ as they are in Scotland^ where, till of late they 
teve been more zealous in their Profecutions ? Are 
not our good Women delivered with as much Eafe and 
Safety how, as they were in 1559, when it was put 
into the Artfcles of Vifitations, that they fhould 
enquire. Whether any Sorcerers hurt the Women in the 
Time of Travel ? Do not our Frofts, and Diftempers, 
and Difeafes upon Cattle, pafs off as kindly, and as 
fbon, as they diS in Germany^ when they dug Witches 
out of their Graves to diflblve their Charms ? And 
therefore I am not in fear of any Damage on that 
fide. Not that I would have our cheating fortune- 
tellers^ Juggler Sy pretended Conjurers j Witch-DoSorsj 
Gypfi^^'i Calculators of Nativities^ or any that are 
guilty of cruel Curfes and Threatnings^ or any real 
outward Ads of Sorcery^ to be fuffer'd unpunifli'd. 
1 am fo far from that, that I heartily wifli the Grand 
Juries would prefent fuch MifHemeanours, and have 
them punilh'd more feverely than they are : But 
then I am fo far from wiihing to fee eager Profecu* 
tions of old Women upon the vulgar Notions, and 
by the common Trials, that I rather wifti there was 
a Bar put, that they might not break out upon us 
in any unfettled Time. Thefe Dodrines have often 
"been made Party-Caufes both in our own and other 
Nations. One fide lays hold of them as Arguments 
of greater E///&, and Orthodoxy^ and clofer Adherence 
to Scripture, and calls the other Atheifis^ Sadduveesj 
and Infidels. The People eafily fall in with fuch pb- 

N 3 pular 
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Fiilar Pretences \ and not only thofe that fiaod an tb^ 
rofecutors way, and a Uw fufpeded Perfons are 
lacrific'd, but fometimes Governments are (haken^ 
if they oppofe their Notions. Our prefent Freedom 
from thefe Evils are no Security, that fuch a TiioiQ 
may pot turn up in one Revolution or another ^ and 
it may be worth our Conitderation, whether in fuch 
a Juncture, the Lives of Men would not be better 
fecur'd under the Fence of a wife and weU-confider^d 
Law, rather than under a fuperftitious tho' wellf 
meant Statute. But this is more proper for thofe t9 
whole Care iuch Works belong ^ and to their Judg* 
ment I leave it, asking Pardon for what I have fiuc^ 
if this SuggeflioQ be thought too mucL 







C H A p. XV. 

B^ing a CoHeBion of fome notorioui 
I M p o s T o R s Det^Bed, 

Ti^ry^. If Begin to think that you have gone through 
all Points that need clearing in this Ma,t- 
ter. You have confider'd me Cafe of na- 
tural Caufes, and Ihewn how much farther they rea^ 
than is generally thought. You have trac'd it Hiftp- 
rically, and fliewn the firft Rife, Increaf^ and De^ 
cleofion of thofe JJotions. You have examined and 
confuted the Principles that they were grounded 
fipon. You have anfwer'd the ,famous Tryals that 
have been printed : You have cleared the Texts of 
iScripture th^t relate to this Matter 5 and given Ac- 
count hqw we came to have fuch ^h AS qf Parliament^ 
and yet let me tell you, That the Word Wircb iii 
Scripture, with Two or Three odd Accidents^ and a 
frightful Story^ ijiall weigh down all your Argu- 
"'"''' " ' ' ments 
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meints with our Country People^ and I am afraid 
there is no way to prevent it. 
, C/ergym. No way of Rcfafoning and, Argument, 
for that never comes before many of them ^ and if 
it did, it is too long and diffieult for them tOf judge 
6f: But there is a ftiortery and yet a juft W^y, thafc 
would do it efifedtually, if Magiftrates and wifeMei> 
will ufe if * :. ' 

' AJvoc. Wbai^ Way may that be ? For thefe No? 
tions, and the criiel Executions that follow them, ar6 
not fuch honourable or defirable Things ; but^tha* 
even* in Scotland^ we ftiould be glad to be free.from 
them, if we can be fo, without lofing our Faith and 
Vertue, 

Qergym. The "Way that I mean will neither lofe 
nor leflen either. It is only that which I have fe- 
veral Times hinted already, even a fair and impar- 
tial Execution of the Law, without refpe<a of Per- 
fons. Let forward and fuperftitious People feel a 
Jittlg of the efie^ of their own Notions. 

As our excellent Lord Chief Juftice hath let them 
them know, that wilful Drowning is wilful Murder ^ 
let them find it lb efFedually in two or three Inftances. 

As it is not only my Judgment, but the Opinion 
of all that I have conmlted. That Scratching to 
draw Bloody Setting the Bottle and Urine ^ Burning 
of Cakes i Hanging of Blankets, (!fc. are Adts of 
Sorcery, and Charms to emplo)r Spirits 5 and, ac- 
cording to Ibme Notions, are implicit Compadls, 
and certainly within the Statute, and yet commonly 
pradis'd by the Accufers, tho^ the Severity of the 
Law may be too hard to be let loofe upon them, let 
the gentleft Part of it, that of thePilloryj he put in 
^Execution. 

As they bring a very fad Calamity, worfe than 
natural Death, to the poor Creatures, , wbofe good 
Name they take away ^ let but the firae Remedy 
be us'd that was at Bo (Ion in fimtngUndi clap but 

N 4 an 
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an Adtion of Defamation xx^qn the Backs of thofe that 
call Witcb^ and cannot prove their Words, and thefe 
will clear their Underftandings, and mafcethcmtake 
car^ to go upon fober and accountable Grounds in 
Accufetions, 

But as the Sucrefs of this muft be left to Time^ 
and as my Neighbour rightly* takes Notice, that 
with the Generality of Mankind, a frightful Story 
weighs more than the cleareft Reafon ^ for their pre- 
fent Help, I will take that Courfe, which is the 
lijcelieft way that I know of •, and that is, to (et 
Story againfl: Story. And therefore, belide (he Cafes 
which 1 have confider'd, and, I hope, confiited al- 
ready, I will give you fome famous Relations of 
impoftures ^nd Delufions, that have been detedled 
jjeyqnd Ppub|: or Queftion. 

4ivoc. And then I fuppofe ypu will make your 
Inference 5 that becaufe there are a Multitude 
of Brijlol Stones, there are no true Diamonds in 
Mature, . 

Jurym: I pray, Mr. Advocate, dare not you (ay 
the Sea i^ Salt, becaufe you have not tafted of all 
the "Water? If there be an Error in this Cafe of 
Witchcraft, are you refolv'd to keep it till you have 
a particular Confutation of every Tale that was 
ever told ? You are in a bad way, if that be your 
Refblutiori •, ' and therefore, I beg of you, jgood 
'Sir, to give, us Account "of thofe Deteftions you 
; inention'd. ' ^ 

Clergy m. I Mrill do it very willingly ^ for I think 

'they are the proper Clofe and finiftiing Stroke of the 

Probation foregoing : And^as' our Forefathers took 

'great Care to imnt and fix them for a Teftimony 

of what they had feen in their Days % I think they 

; ought to be preferv'd with Diligence;^ Wheto Truth 

is found ou( iii any difficult Cale, it ought to be 

prefery'd ^ith as much Care,, as Ground gain'd from 

an Eiienry: And as there is no Scfl: ot Side, but 

! '^ whick 
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which, in their Turns, have had their Share ;n thefe 
Miftaktfs or Faults, I fhall put them down ni^ar thjs 
Order of Time, as they have come to my Know- 
ledge ; and as I have not pad over thote, where 
even our own Clergy have been concerned, others 
will have more Reafon to bear with Patience 
tibdfe Relation that are needful fpr their future^ 
Caiitioii. \ 

TheyirH Relation/ 

ShaU be of the Jvfaid of Kent, m the Reign cf 
Henry the Vlllth, taken out of the late Bijbof 
of Salisbury'i tfijfory of the Reformation, 
Part I. 

EUzai^th Barton of Xent^ in the Parifti of AIding<- 
ton^ ieing fick, and diftemperM in her Brain, 
fell in fome Trances, ( it feems by the Symptons they 
vftxt Hyfterical Fits ) and fpoke many Words, that 
made great Impreilions on ibme about her, who 
thought her infpired of God •, and Richard Majier^ 
Parfon of the Parifli, hoping to draw great Advan- 
tages from this, went to Warham^ Arch-bilhop of 
Canterbury^ and gave him a large Account of her 
tSpeeches •, who ordered him to attend her carefully, 
and bring him a further Report of any new Trances 
ihe might afterward fall into. But (he had forgot 
all fhe faid in her Fits •, yet the crafty Prieft would 
not let it go fo, but perfwaded her; that what fhe 
faid, was by the Inipiration of the Holy Ghofl:, 
arid that (he ought to own that it was fo. Upon 
which he taught her to counterfeit fuch Trances, and 
to utter fuch Speisches as fhe had done before •, fo that 
after a while's Praftice, fhe became very ready at it. 
The Thing was much noifed Abroad, and many came 
to fee her ^ but the Prieft having a mind to raife the Re- 
putation of an Image of the Bleffed Virgin, that was 

m 
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in a Chapel within his Parifii, that fo Pilgni^ia^gi^ 
being made to it^ he might draw thofe Advantagea^' 
from it, that others made from their famed Imag^i^^ 
be chole for his AiTociate one Doctor hocking} a 
Csknon of Chrift-Qjurcb in Canterbury. Upon which 
thfey inftruded her to fay in her counterfeited Tfan* 
CCS, that the Bluffed Virgin had appeared to her, and 
told her fhe could never recover, till fhe went and 
vifited her Image in that .Chapel. They had aMa 
taught her in her Fits, to make firange Motions with 
her Body^ by which (he was much disfigured, and to 
ipeak many godly Words againft Sin, and the i}ew 
Dodrines, which were called Hprefies, as alfb againft 
the King's Suit of Divorce* It was alfo noifed A- 
broad, on what Day Ihe intended to go and vifit 
the Image of the Virgin ^ fo that about Two Thou* 
fand People were gathered together, and Ihe being 
brought to the Chapel, fell into her Fits, and made 
many ftrange Grimaces, and Alterations of her Body^ 
and (pake many Words of great Piety, faying, That 
by the Infpiration of God, (he was called to be a re- 
ligious Woman, and that Bocking was to be her 
Ghoftly Father. And within a little while fhe feem- 
ed, by the Interceifion of our Lady, to be perfecHy 
yecovered of her former Diftempers, and fhe after- 
wards proft'fTed a religious Life: There were alfo 
violent Sufpicions of her Incontinency, and that 
Boding was a Carnal as well as a Spiritual Father. 
She fell in many Raptures, and pretended fhe fav^ 
flrange Vifions, heard heavenly Melody, and had 
the Kevelation of many Things that were to coni^ ^^ 
To that great Cred it was given to what fhe faid^ and 
People generally look'd on her ass a Prophetefs, and 
among thofe the late Arch-bi(hop of Canterbury was 
. led away with the reft. A Book was writ of hef 
Revelafions and Prophe;cies, by one Deeringy anp^ 
therMfHik^ who was taken into the Confpiracy with^ 
niany others. It was alfo given out^ that Mary 

Ma^* 
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^S^ia/m pLve her a Letter that was wrk ifi Heaven, 
wbich was (hewed to many^ being all writ in Gol- 
den Lejttcgrs. She pretended, when the Kin|^ was lafi: 
at Ca/sH^ that he being at Mafs, an Angel brought 
^ay the Sacrament and gave it to her, being tbea 
' ii^ij^]>ly prefent, and that fhe was prefently broii^t 
av^t the Sea to her Monaftery again. But the De^ 
fiffk of all ihefe Trances was to alienate the People 
fjriom their Duty to the Kii^ ; for the Maid gave it 
out/ that Qod revealed to her. Thai if the King went 
cii in the Divor^:^, andmarryed another Wije^ befiouli 
not be King a Month longer^ and in the Reputation ijf 
JUmighty God J not one Hour longer^ but Jhould die a 
ViUain^s Tkath* This Ihe faid was revealed to her 
in Anfwer to the Prayers fhe had put up to God, to 
know whether he approved of the King's Proceedings 
or not. 

\Jn November 1535, fl&r^o' the Vlllth, being King 
at that Time, ordered, That the Maid and her Gon»* 
pjicfefs, Richard Mafier^ Doflor Backing.^ Richard 
Df fringe Henry Goldy a Par Ion in London^ Hugh 
Riipb an obfervant Fryar, Richard Risby^ Thtm^as Goli 
and Edward Ttomtes^ Gentlemen, and Thomof hau* 
r^nce^ (hould be brought ioto the Star^Chamber, 
w.h^rei there was a great Appearance of many Lords^ 
Tb^y were examined upon the PremiCes » and did all, 
without any Rack or Torture^ confefi the whole 
Conrpiracy, and were adjudged to ftand in St. FauPt 
at the Sermon-time ^ and alter Sermon, the King's 
Officers were to give every one of them his Bill of 
ConfeiCon, to be openly read before the jPeople, 
which was done next Sunday ^ the Bifliop of Bangor 
preaching, they being all tet in a Scaffold before 
fiim. This publjck manner was thought upon good 
Grounds, to be the beft way to fatisne the People 
olf the Impofture of the whole Matter^ and it did 
very mudb convince them, that the Caufe muft 
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needs be bad, where fuch Methods were ufed to iup^ 
port it. 

Soon after that, on the 20th of i^r/7, i J34» ^^^ 
Tsfun and Bocking:, Mafler^ Deering^ Rishy and GolSt^ 
were brought to Tyburn 5 the Nun fpake thefe Words, 
Hither 1 am come to dye, and I have not been only 
thp Caule of my own Death, which moft juftly I 
^ have deferved, but alfo I am the Caufe of the 
•' Death of all thefe Perfons, which at this Time 
^ here fufFer. And yet to fay the Truth, I am not 
*^ fb much to be blamed, confidering that it was well 
known to thefe learned Men, that I was a poor 
Wencih, without Learning, and therefore they 
might eafily have perceived^ that the Things that 
were done by me, could not proceed in no fiich 
fort ^ but their Capacities and Learning could right 
well judge from whence they proceeded, and that 
^ they were altogether feigned : But becaufe the 
*^ Thing which I feigned wa^ profitable to them; 
^^ therefore they much praifed me, and bore me m 
** Hand, th^t it was the Holy Ghoft, and not I, 
^ that did them j and then I being puflFed up with 
^^ their Praifes, fell into a certain Pride and fbolifh 
Fantafy with myfelf, and thought I might feigii 
what I would, which Thing hath brought me to 
^\ this Cafe ; and for which now I cry, God and the 
" King's Highneft, moft heartily Mercy •, and deCre 
you, all good People, to pray to God to have 
*' Mercy upon me, and on all them that here fuflfet 
" with me* ^ 
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:Th€ Second .Relation. 

This Jolhmfig Deteifion is taken out of the Difco^ 

' very of, Witchcrafty by Reginald Scot^ fi/^j 

; lib. 7* c. i, 2.^ and is con^rmed h ^f^ Harfnet, 

in his Difcdvery of the fraudulent • Practices of 

Mr. Barrel. * fierefrfi foHows the -Narrative 

as primed by the .AStors^ 0£tober 13, Anno 

' Domini,. 1574. ;, 

MUdred^. th^ bafe Daughter of Alice 'Norringtony 
and now Servant to WiViam Spooner of We^- 
tc^Zf, in the County of Kent^ being of. the Age oif 
Seventeen Years, was pofleired with Satan. On the 
i'ithof Offober^ 1574, about Two of the Clock in 
the Afternoon of the Jame Day, there came to the 
fame Spooner's Houfe, Roger Nevman^ Minifter of 
W'eJiweU^ 7ohn Brainforiy Mini&ex of Kifiington^ with 
others, whpfe Names are under-written, who made 
their Prayers unto God, to.affift them in that need-, 
fcl Cafe : and then commanded Satan, in the Name 
of the Eternal God, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, to 
Ipeak with fuch a Voice as they might underftand, 
and to declare from whence he came 5 but he would 
not fpeak, but roared, and cryed mightily : and tho' 
we did command him many times, in the Name of 
God, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, and in his migljty 
Power to (peak, yet he would not-, until he had 
gone through all his Delays, as roaring, crying, 
ftrivihg, and gnafhing of Teeth, and other wife, with 
mowii^, and other terrible Countenances, and was 
fo flrohg in the Maid, that Four Men could fcarce 
hold her down. . And this continued by the fpace al- 
niofl of Two Hours : So fbmetimes we charged him 
^arneflly to fpeak, and again praying unto God 
that he would alEft us: At the laft he fpake .bu.t 

very 
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very firangely, and that was thus -, He comes^ he 
comes : and that oftentimes he repeated : And hff> 
goes^ he goes : and then we charged him to tell us^ 
who fent him ? And he faid, / lay in her Way like a 
hog J and I made her run like Ere i but I could not\ 
hurt her: And why fb ? laid we j Becaufe God kept 
her y {aid he. When cameft thoti to her > faid we ^ ^ 
To Night in her Bed j faid he. Then we charged him,^ 
as before, to tell what he was^ and who fent- 
^m, and what his Name was ? At iirft he faid^ The 
Devi/j the Devi/: Then we charged him as before ^ 
then he roared and cryed as before, and fpake terri* 
ble Words, IwiUkiUher^ 1 will kiU her ^^ I will tear her 
in pieces^ I wiB tear her in pieces. We faid. Thou fhalt ■ 
nbtbtarther: He fkidy I vifill kiUyou att : We faid. Thou 
flialt hurt none of us all : Then we charged him as be* 
fcre : Then he (aid, Tou win give me no Reft: Weiaid> 
Thou flialt have Hone here j for thou muflr ha\ e no. 
Reft within the Servants of God : But tell us, in the 
Kame of God, what thou art,/ and who fent thee ?^ 
Then he faid, He would tear her in pieces : We (aid. 
Thou flialt not hurt her: Then he faid again. He 
txk)uld kill us aU: We faid again, Thou flialt hurt, 
none of us all ^ for we are the Servants of God \ and 
we charged him as before : And he faid again, Will,^ 
you give me no Reft? We faid. Thou flialt have none' 
herc^ neither flialt thou refl: in her \ for thou haft no!^ 
right in her, fince Jefus Cbrift hath Redeemed her . 
with his Blood, and ilie belongeth to him, and there- 
fere tell us thy Name, and who fent thee > He (aid, 
aa-'Name was Satan: We faid. Who 'ent thee? FJe' 
fafd; OH Alice ^ Old Alice: which Old il//r^ ?. faid" 
^i Old Alice, faid he : Where dwelleth ftie> fi^id' 
we •, in WeftweU'ftreet^ faid he. We faid, How Iping^ 
h¥ft thou been wich her ? Thefe Twenty Tears^ (aid he. . 
We asked. Where (he did keep him> In Two Bottles^ 
(aid he: Where be they > (aid we ^ 1-7 the Backjiie of 
Ur Uoufe\ faid he : In what Place > (aid we \ Under 
^ tht 
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tie Walt, faid he : Where is the other > h KemttiiM: 
In what Place > faid we^ In the Oroufid^ fatd he: 
Theii we ask'd hioi^ What (he did give him > hefaidL 
Mer win, ber wiB: What did fhe bid thee do > faid 
^e V hd faid, KiR Her Maid : Wbei^efore did fhe bid 
tiaee Kill ber > faid we '^ Becau/e Jhe Sd not love hen 
We £ud^ how loDgvis^ik 96^ finoe fhe fent thee to 
her V. MjBiu th^ aVeari^ faid he : Where was that } 
iaid we^; M herM^eft Brain^ferd/ at Keningtoi^ 
iaid.he : '^Hqw o& wert thou there^ faid we $ Ma^ 
%msi,&ASL he :^ Where FiriS: > faid we s I» the Gat^ 
4en, &M h€4 WWi the Second Time > In the UaUt 
Where the Third Tirlie ? In ber Bed : "Where ttid 
Fourth T-ime > It the -field: Where the Fifth Time? 
bi tW^autt : Where Ae Sith Timie > In the Water^ 
tehere \ cafl bet rnto the Mote: Where the SdVeiitbi 
'Jime^ higher Bed: W^ ask«d him agaip, where elfej* 
$ff laid,' bt WeflxjoeU': Where there ? faid' we 5 hi tH 
Vicarage:, feid he^ Wheje there > h the Loft : Hour 
caraeft thba to har? faid we^ In the likenefs gf ttxic^ 
I^ds, faid he: Wh6 fertt thee to that Pface > faid we v 
Oid ' Alice^ faid he : What other Spii?it were with 



oldil//Vtf call thee ? faid we^ Partner^ faid he;. What 
doth fhe give thee? faid we-. Her Will, faid he : How 
many haft thou kiird for her? faid we^ Three ^ faid 
he r jWhb are they ? faid we^ A Man and hp$ Chili^ 
faid he : What were xhm Names? faid we ^ The 
Chili's Name voae Edward, feid he : What inore thaa 
Edward ? faid we ^ Edward Aget, faid he : What was 
the Man's Kanie> faid we^ R/cWi, faid he: What 
more? faid we*, Richard Ager^ faid he: Where 
dwelt the Man ^i:id the Child ? faid we^, Af Dig^ at 
Dig^ faid he : .This Richard Ager of Dig, was a Gep* 
tleman of Forty Pounds Land by the Year ^ a very 
hoheH Man^ but would often fay he was be\v;itc|i'ii;- 

"and 
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aodlaoguifli^d long before hedfed. Whom el(e fiaft 
itou kiird for her ? (aid we ^ Wolt(nf% Wife, &id he : 
tVhere did (he dwell > fo WeflweU, iaid he : What 
€lfe haft thou done for her > £iid we \ Wbatjhe wauUi 
i)ave mCy faid he : What is that ? faid we ; To fetch 
^r Meati^ Drink and Corn^ faid he : Where hadft 
tboa it ? faid we^ in every Uoufe^ (kid he : Name 
tb^ Houfes > (aid we •, At Potman /, at Faxm^s, ae 
i^i\\m\ at FullerV, and in every Uoufe: After €tds^ 
we commanded Satan in the Kame of Jefus Chrifl^ 
to depart from her, and never to trouble her any 
i^ore, nor any Man elfe^ then he (aid,/£f fMuldgo% 
be would go \ but he went not: Then we command'' 
cd him as before, with fome more Words ^ then he 
iaid, l£o^ Igo I and fo he departed : Then (aid the 
Maid, he is gone, Lord have Mercy upon me | for he 
would have killed me; and then wekneeFd down, 
;|nd gave Gqd Thanks with the Maiden ) Praying 
that God would keep her from Satan^s Power, and 
a(nft her with his Grace. And noting this in a 
piece of Paper, we departed. Satan^s Voice did 
differ much from the Maid's Voice ^ and all that 
he fpake was in his own Name. Subfcribed thus. 

Witneffes to this, that heard and (aw this whole 
Matter, as followetbi 

Rc^er Neuman^ Vicar oiWefivoiU* 

J^n Brmnfori^ Vicar of Kemngtm^ 

Thomas Tay/or* 
; . v; , Henry Tayior\ Wife. 

^ohn Toy/or. . s 

n Tbomae Frenchbern'B Wife* 

,,.. , WiKam Spooner. 

\^ John Frenchborn, and his Wife^ 



*• ' 






Aftct < 



_j 



Impostures T)eteEiecl. 193 

i After this Account at large of her Cafe, Mr. Scot 

i proceeds; Upon the brink of her Divinity^ and mi- 
t : vacuious Trances, flie was convent ed before Mr. Tho- 
I 't»gs Wctton of hoSoH Malherbj a. Man of great Wojf- 
( 'ifaip ahd Wifdooi, and, for deciding and ordering of 
\ Matters, of rare and fingular Dexterity ^ through 
e whofe difcreet handHng ol the Matter^ with the AP 
t ffiSance and' Aid of George Darrein £% being alfo a 
\ right, good and difcreet Juftice of the fame Limit, 
:, the t^raud was found, and the Cozenage confeiTed^ 
f andtfhe received condign Puniihment : Neither was 
) her Cov&ffvaa won, according to the Form of the 
Spanijh Inquifition, through Extremity of Tortures, 
5 nor yet by Guile, or Flattery, nor by Prefumptions, 
i but through wife and perfed Tnral of every Cir- 
I cuniftance, the Illuiion was manifeftly difclofed. 
, After her due Tryal, Ihe fliewed her Feats, Illu- 

iions. and Trances, with the Reiidue of all her mi« 
raculous Works, in the Prefence of divers Gentle- 
men of great Worfhip and Credit, at Bo3on Mai* 
herb^ in the Houfe of the (aid Mr, Wotton. 

Scot's Difcovery of Witchcraft^ Book VII. i ft 
and 2d Chapters. 

.1/ •. 

• The Third Relation, 

(. . . . 

0/ //r^ I M p o s T u R e <f William Somers of 
r Nottingham, freiended to b$ Drfpojfefi by 
- Mr. John Darrcl. 

IN this following Relation I muft crave the Rea- 
der's Patience, tho' I be particular and large : 
For it is a Cafe that hath been famous, and often dif- 
pated. Our Seventy-fecond Canon was made im* 
! mediately after itj and very much upon the Account 
of that, and fome Popilh Impoftures, printed in the 
-Comfaffionate Adirefs to Fapijfs. And The. Complex 

Hiffory of Witchcr^U &^- hath now, after fo many 

O Year?; 
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Yeai%, Re-pritated the Depofitians of Seventeen Wit- 
* ndfes, t% confimi the Truth of the Fafty without 
tVer taking iidtice of thofi ^ain Detedions that ytxi 
Vdll find afler them : And as, i belkine^ it wSk bolb 
raife jfour indignation at this Audnr^ andkt ]r6li 
I^e the Mec^t)r there is, thbt it ihanU lie ai^Rirer'd, 
t i>^ leave to taflte rtiy Accotmt indi die BfagkmiBg 
of Mr. bamh Fraaict and fbul VMh^ in t&is 
Mattfer. 

Mr. fobn Daml^ the chief K6tm in whbt iollo#s^ 
was firfl: entred into the Stud^ vf the Qm/mtm Law : 
He fpent dtie Y^t in it *, but in the 30th P^ bf Us 
Def edtibn, hd facth^ God withdrew him fircta it, by 
laying a ftridgfe and extraordinary 61d^giiine& up* 
On him ill thut Stuiy^ It h bard to guefi^ bjr wMt 
Rules of S<rri\)h)rb or found Reafob, he conU con- 
trlude, that an leitraordinaty Shiggillihelswaaanln- 
idieatibn^ that Pt*6v!dence defifgned him for t Dirin^ : 
It (^ems ratllet a Touch of diat raifa Efithnfitltidc 
Judgftieilt, that troiiMed the tV'drld fc mudi after- 
ward. But however, the Notion was ftrong Vrith 
him, that we find him fckJii after a. Preacher amongft 
thofe, that, in that Age, were called Buritms*^ and 
his Behaviour in the Miiiiffary was fiiitable to the 
Reafon of his Entrance ; fol- one bf the &ft Works 
. he undertook, was, a calling out of Devils, Fw 
when he lived at Md/isp/J^ ot the Age of Poui' aiid 
Twenty, orie K^thtHne Wrighu a Girl of Sef^iifeen, 
happened to have her Belly fWell^ and not lUte one 
ivith Child, but as having £ime hyfierick I^emper, 
and a Motion fochetiiAes in it i and'geil^ td ^ Well 
for ^^ater^ (he fancied flife &W a C!)hild without Ftet : 
Aft^r that ihe had Fits, and thought flie iaw Shajptt 
^nd Apparitions: and (he confefled afterwards^ tmc 
finding that this niade a (evere Father^in-Lftw llibie 
kind, mt made her Fits more, and worfe tliaa tbqr 
Wer^. This yoilng Woman was hrbu^t to ^tftf^- 
Jfe/rf, to youi^ yix.Dnrreli who^ foAe\fay^ n- 

ther^ 
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.^her, even theo^ bad made ImnCelf knovn for a Man 
4 Uope^ as they ea^prels'd it, for the relieving th^e 
tbet vmre dijirejfed m thai fort. Kow a wife Man 
would have thought, a jroone WomaO) ofthatAge, 
iureU'd in that manner, had had the Green Sicknys^ 
and that the Child without Legs, might be her own 
Ima^ in the Water : For when a^y fie themfelv^ 
in a well, the Legs are out of Sight. But Mr. JDar- 
rePs Motions led mm the other wajr.^ for he gave his 
Opinion, that her Trouble was firom the Devil : a»l 
Jb^ and 'bis Wife, with Three or Four of the Fami- 
.ly, he^ a Pay of Prayer fot her ^ abd beginning at 
Foar di the Glodc in the Morning, by Kpon fhe was 
thought to be diipaffefiU 

And to. pa& over many Follies that (hew^d both 
gieat Ignqsance and Prefumption^ one was, that 
upon the Suggeflion of that Maid, he accused one, 
Mtn^etet Ji^^j ^or fending the Spirit into her by 
WitSnnft, sAiQ carrying her before one Mr. IPouii- 
4mb^ a Juftioe of Peace j Mr. Fouliamb perceiving 
haw Mbltlera had bera carry'd, difcharg'd the poor 
Woman, and threatned to fend him to Goal, if he 
demean'd himfelf no better. 

Sti€fa;a:j|ifi Reproof, from a fober Magijdnite, 
4i4ght htfve cut'd a young Man of fuch Enthunafti- 
tski Ul^gtounded Notions : And very likely it did for 
ibme tiiike ; fbr we find no more A<^ions of this. 
ibrt till Ten Years after. Then, being in a neiv 
Place^ and Mr. Fauiiamb being dead, he got a freih 
Credit firom the Boy of Burton ^ and the lame Year 
he was thought to mve dilpoflfefs'd Seven in one Mr. 
Siat/^s Faduly in haneaj^ire : and by them gave the 
Qnmen Frayer-Bodk, a gfreat Foil ; for they found by 
Gxpetinoe^ that Stinted Prayers, read out of a 
Beolq had little Ef&£k upon the Spirits : but at con- 
ceive Prayers, die Parties were much troubled. 
But I will oafs over thdCe Fads, and come to his 
Two laft i tor if the Firft aiid Lafi be found Coun* 

O 2 terfeits. 
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teirfeits, I wfll truft It to the Reader's Judgment, to 
thihk, whether thei Middle wa$mach better: and h&- 
fides, the laft contains more Variety 5 for the Daj- 
' moniack being a Fidler's Bojr, that was firong and 
nimble, and a crafty Mimick, the Devil was thought 
' toftiew himfelf more plainly in him 5^ for in out 
modern PofTefHons;^ liidi as *the Dsembniack is, fucb 
istheDsefnoh- - 

To come then to the Cafe of TViUiam SotiterSj and 
hils Sifler-in-LaWj. Mary Cowpery and that I majr 
not mingle any Thing that may ^be thought doubt- 
ful, I will pafs over fome Depoations of Samers^ in 
which he charges Mr. Darrein to have fore-inftrufted, 
and taught him, before ever he began to counterfeit. 
'Not but there are confiderable Probabilities even of 
that-, but as that refts, as it muft needs, upon the 
Bby'sown Teflimony, arid becaule one cannot be 
' (ure, l^t, that to extenuate his own Fault, be might 
' make Mr. Darrel worfe than he was 5 therefore I 
will let that Part pafs, and crtne to thofe Things 
where the Boy's Teftimorty was confirmed by Noto- 
riety of the Faft, and other WitnefTej, and Mr. Dot- 
rePs own Exajnination, and Books, 
t This Cafe of WiUiamSomers happeri'd towards the 
latter End of Queen E//\2:jft^f&'s Reign 5 hie was a 
Servant to one Mr. Brdkenbury^ near Ajhhy-ie^ta 
zouchy the Place where Mn Darrein about that Time, 
lived. He had feme odd kind of Fits there, wfaidi 
Mr. Darrel afterward believed was a Pofleflion. He 
was turned oiit of his* Place for them, and having 
no Exorcift, was well of hitrifelf for feveral Years : 
From Mr. Brahnburys^ he cairie to Nottinghdm^ to 
one Robert Ccrvoper^ his Fathef-in-Law ; .aild his Mo- 
ther bound him* Apprentifce.to one Thomas Porrery 
' one of the Tftwn-MnficK After fome Time, he ran 
aWay from him, and caiiiebaeki ran away again ^ 
but returned to him again, de/igningtoferve but his 
Time J but underftanding^ that bis Mafter would 

make 
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imke hinii flay till he h^d made Dp the Time he lofl ; 
to make bis Mafter glad to be rid of hin^, he pre* 
tended himielf Sick \ and. having really got Cpld in . 
the Water^ he huffed up bis Belly, and made it 
move, and praftifed the fame Tricl^s b^ had dpne at 
Mr. Br^henburys. Some thaf: came tQ ,^e him, 
laid he was ppflefs'd, and brought with them a Book, 
Of the Witches cf Warbois, and Mr, Throgrnqrton'x 
Children ^^ andby th^t be learned (ever al Things, and 
^id, be was bewitched by an old Woman that he. had 
met with, becaufe he wpul4 >^ot give her a Hat- 
band, that he had found. 

. Mr. Djff</had a Sifter lived then; in Nottingh^m^ 
^nd ^e faid|^ her Brpther ha4 cured Nine {iich Per- 
10ns ^ and upon that, Somersj in his Fits, called for 
Darrein Darrel. If it was a Devil, he had a great 
Mind to be cad out. He liked Mr. Barrel's way : 
For it appeared afterward, that he bad known Mr* 
parrel \moT% ^t A/hbyde-la-zpucb^ and jie VrouJd not 
reft now till Mr. DarreJ w^s fent for. Wbe^eupw, 
not the Mayor and Alderqien of Nattinglf^fff^ as this 
new j^uthor- boldly affirm^ , but a Sifter pf Mr. Djr- 
rel\ that liv'd in Nottinglfamj and Mr. Aldridge^ 
yicar ^f St. Mary\ wrote to Mr. Darrel tQ come, 
and he came the 5th ofNavemker^ .^ ???• : . 
. {Since the Gitt of difcerping Spirits isceafed in the 
Churcbi' it is:4 Jifottec oJFvery great Difficulty to 
diftingHifb betwix^ Po0eiiiQn, and fome Efforts of 
cur pvi^Q Souls in fome Difeafes* Wife Men there- 
fore, in Cafes of that Nature, are QoWiifx deter* 
mining : But Mr. Barrel^ before he came thither, at 
a Friend's^ Hbufe, where Ik qiUed, declarsd bis Be- 
lief of the Pofl^on, his purpofe for a Faiii: ^ and 
that he did not doubt the Boy's Deliverance. When 
he came to Nottingham^ <before.ever he few him, he 
told the Boy's Friends that he was poffefs'd. Wh«n 
,he had feenbim, the very firft Night, he declared 
^ fame ^ and added, that the JB^y was fenfelefs in 
, \ O 3 his 
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his Fits ^ and that what he feoke, m% ttot fromlAil^ 
felf, but the DeviL When he ^H Smert^ B^r he 
did > and he faid, Well : Mr. Danel afifwinped, tiutti 
it \vas not he^ but the Devit that ftid fk. Agaui, Ihe 
told in Som^rs^s hearing, how he was like fheBojr 
oi Burt&fty and Catherine Wright^ and the Setren irf 
hancafhlre ^ that he would be ^ch worfe thsfn he 
was yet \ would lie in a Trance^ whas the Devil 
went out ; and how all the rdi had feen the Devi] go 
out in the Likenefs of feme Creatufes* The Shapes 
that the other Spirits were faid to go out in, were 
thefe, a Moufe^ a Man with a^ Hunch-back lu^ef 
than his Head, an xxAj Man with a white Beard) a 
Crow's Head round, a great Breath, ugly like a 
Toad, an Urchin, &e. 

He told alfb, in Somer/s hearing, many other 
Things that the other pofftfs^d Perfbns had done ^ as 
calling themielves into the Fire and Water, gpafiling 
with their Teeth, writtvng their Necks, as if their 
Faces flood backward, drawing their Mouths a- 
wry, foaitiing-, and that Satan ufed by Geftures to 
ihow the particular Sins that reigned in the Place^ 
where they dwelt* Mr. ZXj^r^/ complains greatly 
for being charged with teaching his Patients to ooun- 
terfeit; But thif isTei|ching-, (peaking (uch Thin^ 
before them is fufficiept Teaching. It doth not ap^ 
pear, that any 6f the Pbpifh nriefts, who were 
detefled about the (inne Time, defired any of 
their Patients, in plafh Words, to counterfeit^ bi^t 
only they managed them, 8|nd told Stories befoire 
them, aiid foretold bovf it would be with them *, and 
all that Mr. D^-^ did, heff»te many Witneffes, be^ 
ifides m^nf J)rivafe CSonf<?rence^, in which the Par- 
ties fay, they learned of h^ more plainly. 

T?he Day after, that is, the ^th of Ncvemher^ Ibe- 
ing Sunday ^Mt. Paf^etvns again with Somers^ and 
he had his Fils. Mr. D/i/^*^/ perfwaded all Pec^ to 
beware of S^n x for Smers. he Aid, was afffi^m fv 




Sifit of Nottv^hm • Ap4vQpd M m^ds even 
DeiriJ 5^ ?r^?hqr tq 4eter them ftom them. At 
^y^ XvQ^ ^ V had dope the Night before, S^wr^t 
f^ked by Sigj^ «U the Sips of mttwgbam, ai\d Mr- 
jpiarrr/e;i;pla;|ied them tQ the People, as Somers B,St- 
^ them, yix Afdridgf^ Minillef pf the P^rilh, ufed 
t;lie Araum^int afterward in his Sermon in Church : 
^Qfd s| liavad was m^de upon the fapie Sukj|e£i:. Part 
fjififevf^^tbiWi 

3»r vshen that Mr. Darrel camfj 

Tfifi Devil was vexed with the fame. 

Uh Umhs }>e rach^d^ he rent^ he tor^y 

Err vmfrfir than he did h^are: 

He plaf'd the Antick there in S^orns^ 

Am flouted Men^ in making Horns: 

And (^tef thaty be did bevoriyy 

Ham men at Cards ^d Dice do play. 

He Jhevoed the Manner ef our farSngales^ 

Our ^usis^ and PerriwigSj Masks^ and Vales ^ * 

Md hjf cluing (f his Hands y 

J^e Jkex»^ the Starching cf our Bands. 

When Mr. Darrein \xy tfaele Explications, and much 
talk of hi$ difpoflefliQg others, had taifpd the £x^ 
" "" itionof the People, he appointed a Fail: to be 
the next Day, oeing the 7th oiNouember^ and 
ad all the Pec^ to refraia from the Company 
of their Wives that K^hty rad the ||at Day th^ 
vmmld fie fbange Things^ and that, if it flood with 
the Glory of (&d, they would £ee both the Signs c^ 
Boiiefliiui, and DifpotMioa \ and intimated, how 
unwitttng the Boy would be to come totheHouie ap- 
poinled. 

On the Morning, Somers made as much Refifl- 
anoe as Mr* Darrel had faid he woidd, but was 
brought AluggUng u^ Sewn Meny Shoulders, and 
laid upon a Bed piepai^d before them, with ibme 
about to hold him, 

O 4 There 
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'" There were Two Sermons preached ; the Fitff 67 
one Mr. Alirei^ the Second by Mr. DarreL At 
Mr. A/dred^s Sermon Somers lay ftill, excepting a 
liitle Struggle now and then : But when Mr. DarreV 
began, be roiifed up himfelf, and Mr. Darrci ie* 
daring Fourteen Signs of Poffeffion, leifurely, one 
after another ^ Somers (how'd all the Fourteen as^^ 
Mr. Darrel fpake them: He tore^ he foamed^ he 
wallowed -, his Face was drawn a-wry ; his Eyes 
would Hare, and his Tongue hang out ^ he had a 
Swelling would feen? to run from his Fore-heady 
down by his Ear, and Throat, and throu^ lus Bel^ 
ly, and Thighs^ to the Calf of his Legs & he would 
fpeak with his Mouth fcajrce moving^ and wheix they 
looked, his Tongue would feem drawn down his 
Throat ^ hie would try to caft himfelf into tlw Fire 
and Watery he would feem heavy, that they could 
wot lift him, and his Joints ftifli that they conld 
rot bend them. 

After this, Mr. Darrel told, them. That as they 
perceive^ by thefe, that he was really poflfefi'd \ fo 
now, if it flood with the Glory of God, tliey fhonld 
fee the Signs of his Deliverance^ The Thieie SH^ of 
that were. Crying, Residing, and Lying as dead ; 
and Mr. Darrei fpeaking concerning thefe, leifuitly 1 
when he difcourfed concerning: Crying ^ ^tl^n Samert 
cryed : when of Readings he tore his Doublet: :8nd 
when of Lying as if dead 5 he lay as if ;hevwas dead 
for half-a quarter of an Hour. Upon this thefe vims 
fuddenly a great Noife amongft the People, .Crying^ 
and Praying, and Afbniflied. . Mr. D^rr^/ .flood 
with his Hands lift up .to Heaven v awi; Two that 
ivere there, confefled their Sins before the Cobll^hy^ 
1>eing about One Hundred and Fifty ^ and iWken 
Sowers came to himfelf, he was thought to be wdk 
But Mr. Barrel put them in mind, in Sdfntt$\ heap- 
ing, how t|ie Devil, very likely, would appear to 
him in fevcral Shapes^ and make great Pfomiiesi aAd 

>. V* feek 
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ftek tQ tepoiTeis him % and therefore 6e mud 1be 
waitchMv 

' - ' About a Week after, Mr. Darrel was chofe Preach- 
er of St. Maryh in 'Nottingham^ and People floek'd to 
hear him, where he entertained tifem with Sermons 
of Devils, and Pofleflions. and S<mers\ Cafe, till 
t2)e Maids were afraid to fetch Beer out of the Cel* 
lar!») without Company with them. 

In this fame Week, Mr. Di?rr^/ bought out Somirs^ 
Time from his Mafter, and placed him with his Fa* 
ther^in-Law, Vidhert CcvoPer^ and made a Colle6tion 
£)r the Cldathing of ttie Boy, and his Board at 
Cowper"^:, for he promifed he mould be no lofer. 

About Three or Four Oays after his DifpoflefCon^' 
as Mr. Barrel had been often talking of his Re- 
pofieifion ^ fo the Boy began to ftart, and talk of a 
Bkick Dog that offered him Gold and Ginger* He 
laid the D^vil came with Six more in Shapes like a 
Cock, a Crane, a Shake, an Angel, a Toad, a 
Newt, vL Set of Yiols^^^nd Dancers. So that he had 
now bis Fits again : dnd once lying under a Cover-' 
let, and making fbme accidental Motion, as they 
thoQght him fenlelefs, Mr. Barrel faid it was the 
Devil made that Motion? The Boy hearing that, 
Inade other Motions With his Hands, and Knees, and 
Noifes: with his Toes, and thc^ Company faid they 
were Spirits, like Whelps and Kitlings. They played 
thefe Tricks a Fortnight 5 and if any caught hold of 
his Knee, they faid the Devil would mingle fiich 
Things, to make them think, that all was counterfeit. 

Another Fortnight they fpent, in difcoverihg 
Witches \ for Mr. Barrel having faid before Somers^ 
that Pofieffed Perfbns ufed todifcover Witches, he 
named many that he had heard reputed bad, and 
threw himfelf into Fits at their coming ^ and Thir* 
teenwere ient to Jail. But fome that always thought 
he Counterfeited, brought in one of the fuppofed 
Witches priv^ely, under a Cloak, and then he 

never 
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n^er ftijrre4- Three or Fwr fijpbi TiAgJc* vrcfe not . 
upon hini) but they had always their Ezcu(eiiretax> 
chat tlve I>eyi} wwld p«t iafbpie fi^ Ap|ie«r«Kcs of 
Cottolesi^ting, ^ f^ve th« Wil^^s, aip^ (Wke Qod' s ' 

T^his WkUhim ^mr^ M ^ Sifter t)m WW afteii • 
with hinp, and Ml* D^fv/ bid her be wry owefol 
of iierfelf^ for thei Jtevil uCed to poflfe&i QOMtoi^thAa 
o^ in 4 F^miJy^ K little befow O^fimHs Ibe l»d ■ 
a Child dyed, the De»th of which mS^ W iQ at 

e^ and tcHQe Wopeiii told h«c> ihie. was woi^ thaa 
% tibfiH^ti. Some difofder th»l fhe h^^ aiade hes 
Belly fweU) that (he thswsht ih^ was with C^ld«. 
]M(^ P^f rW faid^ It was 119 Cbild» biit fijdi a (^ild 

a^Ck>d^e(^ every goodSody ffsm^ Upoo this, as Iha 

d(epQfe4 afterward ip h« C^fi^fi^ guefilng, tha|) 

Mr. Da9^^ had a Miod th»t 0)« flmld do as iie« 

Brother did% ib^ begm to twnhle/ mid tofi, and fea& 

idly, and ^ugh-, and Mr. 1>^p^I feid, cert^ialy 

that latticing ^a« from this Dovii On^ ihe l»d a 

Company of Wopen about h^* in espe^tioi^ tibai 

ihe fho»ld b^; deiiveifed ofibme mooffaroiHt Thii»v aiid 

ihe iaid^ (be could HDit forbear laughing, to fes howi 

bufy they were ^ and, faid ft^, my Uughtng theye 

termed my Fit, and cryed. Lord biefs ho*. Lard 

f^ve her, (he is in a fore Fit ^ 9tid when ihe was 

weary, and l^y ilill, then they (aid, ihe Was in 

a Trance. ^ 

B^it as AcGUt&tions of Witcb^s are aflu^ foon 
difcpvered when ^ey come tft the hitter Sort, lb 
was it here^ for thi3 Mary Ctmp^r^ accul&d one Alia 
(vwsira^, who tbou^ Poor and Old, y«t was Sifler 
to ojM of the Alderm^ but was ccRiimitted to }ail| 
ffld in great Danger. Sow after her Confinement, 
her Brother having iittimation of ^mrt Counter* 
letting, prevailed with the Mayor^ and ibme o^er 
Aldenmn, to remove hin^i to ui^ Wbrk4KKi&, where 
he might be out of Mr. D#rr/;s Hamd% ^d be 

ob- 
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loitffmd litt€0. Wktn he wat thfvc> h« liad tut 
Fit9% tut one Mkh/a/ Shtpbird tali biAH ^H« 
ivbiild not Jieam. aqd file up, hn^ wo^ let foch « 
P^ir of Knip-knaps upon him, as (hould majc^ hini 
me it : And the B07, being loath to venture him, 
leaft be fiiould be as good as his Word^ rofe up be- 
pre them, and being wewcy of Mt* DarnPs PmdHces, 
he confefled his Diilunulation : And they pforiiiiing 
to fljeak for him to the Mayor, timt he might not 
be puniftied 5 he voluntarily a^cd over all his Tricks 
tprore them* They g^ve the Mayor an Account of 
ysrlat hsid p0ed ^ and he confeflra the (ame before 
him, and lome of the Aldermen : And Showed them 
tlxe ^^r^l W$y$ how he h$d fwalloured his Tongues 
9nd foamed, and made die Swelling, and a&ed all 
l>6&re them : And as once before he b^d b^en taken 
with black Lead in his Mouth, in the TiRie of hif 
fits; he confeiTed that he ufed it to help htm to 

iftm the mor« wfily. 

Ope H'oold have thoqg^ fuch D^mpnlhraltiom at 
|h^, ihould h^vt mt ;^i ^nd tp a bad Pr^(3:ice ; 
fpr 006 can hardly think what plainer Proof could 
|>e nuidis of an IinpofiMr9 : But Mr. Darrcl hath 
f^irio0ed us, %\y9t Evgjlipm and Cavils are endlefs ^ 
&f Im fpvnd out Anfvr^rs, an4 both in the Pulpit^ 

mid out of ihe Pulpit, maintain'd the Pdrdfion, whe- 
jtW th^ Boy would or no. He iaid, the Devil was 
mor^ in him aow tlisin |)efore. He faid, he PoiTefs'd 
hk Squ1( chat ic wa# a new Compa<^ betwixt the 
pevil and h^n, m pbkur^ the Work of God : For 
thif Difponeffion, he faid^ had h^n a mod ^loriouf 
Work •, the like ti> it bad not been itnp the K^orma* 
tion I it jllf engthened onr Hands againft the Papifis, 
who upbraided ua for wmt of fuch Works y it ^ve 
Pto^ to th(B Gofpel,* th? Word that they PreadSed y 
imd tbenefore the Peril helped the Boy to Cou^ter- 
faty on Purpofe, ithat Gw might lofe the Glory, 
f^pon this Bottom jhe plyed Somirs with Threats 

and 
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*nd Perfwafioiis to make him revdke Ms Confefidni 
and, in hopes to firee himfelf from fiurther taronble^. 
the Boy wrote to Mr. Darrein this Letter hh 
lowing* * • . 

** l^r. Darre/y my hearty Commendation? unto 
*^ you. This is to. aefire you, that you would let 
^^ me be at quiet ; For whereas you (aid, that I was . 
^^ pofTefTed, I was not ; and for thofe Tricks that I 
^^ did before you came, was through Folks Speeches^ 

that came to me : And thofe that I did iince^ . w^s 

through your Speeches, and others. For as 'yon 
^ fajd I could not hear t I did hear all Things that 
" were done in the Houfc. and dM Things that I did 
f* were Counterfeit : And I pray you to let it pafi^ 
" for the more you meddle in it, the more difcredit 

it will be fpr you: And I pray God, andyou^ 
II ^nd all the ^orld to forgive nie. 

Mr. Barrel, in his Examination owned, thit he 
received this Letter y arid that, notwithftanding thkr, 
fee peirfwaded the Boy to revoke his Confeffion j and 
defended what he had done with that Afifiu^nce^ 
that the Arch-rBiftiop ofTork granted ^ ComiD^on 
bf Gentlemen and Clergymen, to inquire into tbe 
Truth of what had paft. The Commiiiion was ap- 
pointed to fit on the Twenty-firft of March. The 
Boy refolved to ftand to- the Truth of what he had 
ConfefiTed, and agreed, to fall intt) his Fits before 
the Commiflioriers, and come -out df them ar;Mt. 
Mayor's Word •, who had notice, that he might caH 
'when he thought moft propet* : And on theothej? fide^ 
Mr. D arrets Friends were not- wanting to do far 
'more than was juft and fair^ for Two of the Gom^^ 
miffloners, Sir j^obn Byrom for one, riding by the 
'DlTork-houfe^ a Day or two before, called for tfie 
Boy, and told himv that if he was found to have 
Counterfeited, He deferved to be hanged. Many 
others tbreatned him as much. ' 

At 
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At the DajT appointed, the Commifllbn (at. The 
Boy, according to Agreement, fell into bis Fits, as 
firange as ever he had had before. He was prick'd 
with Pins, and did not flir y Mr. Darrel faith, he did 
not bleed. Somrt lifiened when the Mayor ihould 
call \ but the Company being perlWaded of the 
reality of his Fits^ etprefTed themielves with fuch 
Violence and Anger at thofe that had believed other* 
ways, that the Mayor would not meddle, and did 
nbt call him. The Boy being at a lofs what to do, 
l)ecauli the Mayor had failed him, and hearing Peo- 
ple talk as they did, and remembring Sir f^n By^ 
rof^s Words, and others Threatnings^ and finding, 
to his Wonder, that even his ConfelEon could not be 
believed, he refblved to Diflemble again, fince they 
liked that better, and accordingly when he role up, 
he iaid, his PofTefiion was true, and he was no 
G)iinteneit. Seventeen of Mr. DarreFs Witnefles were 
Examined,, and defcribing his Fits, according as 
their fear and zeal had rancyed ^ their Depofitions 
made a iibange appearance ^ and are thofe that the 
Author of the Cmpleat Wflory hath Printed, with- 
out, taking notice of the fbUowmg Deteftions, which 
convincedev^n thofe very Witnefles of his Falfhood. 
-But in the mean Time their Depofitions, and Somers 
new Behaviour, made fuch a face of Things, that 
the Cdmmif£oners declared in Mr. Djrr^/'s Favour, 
and &r the Truth of the PofTefiion ; and ordered 
Somers to a Houfe, where Mr. Darrel deilred he 
mi^t be. 

And now William is PofTefTed again : And tho' 
: while he was at the Work-houfe, hefaid, he was not 
Poflefled, Imd confirmed his Words by keeping froni 
bis Fits for a Month together, excepting when he 
afted'tb^m at their defire^ yet now he is a Dxmo- 
niack again, and had his Fits afrefh ^ and Mr. Dar^ 
rel^ and his Friends, to efiablifh him in his prefent 
way, promifed, that as foon as the AiCze was oyjst^ 

- which 
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which Iris then «t faatid, he (boUld faive aoeliier^^ 
ibr \cL% l^fpoOefiksi^ aiid theo fhouid have a Plac^ 
to wmt upon a Gwdoilian in Mr. Byrmi^ Faafiiljri 

In tUb Pofhwe TfaiA^ ftood for Ttm Days, and 
Kk) longer $ for idim ifae AflEaes wwa at TVi^iii^ 
and flir fitf^m^if i&mkrjptty dm Lotd Clmf Jii^oe 
of the Commm tttmiy beans ^n ^^ Cilcait^ nd 
having had Two fuppofed Witdiei Ttyed b^e 
liini, and aianf imire acxmfed^ atid ihe Gotintfy in 
fttch a fermem^ that the Peopfe w^tf e raa^ to qnair- 
«1 in the Stieets, idioiit tIttfeWitdteraftsaad Ptoflef- 
iions ^ he, and the Mj^ar, and thoie ^dermen that 
tad hArd Sffmert's Cotifeflion before^ j^ &ed fa» 
Fits, hitd him agaia before dieoi^ an^ enconnging 
liini to fyeak the Tfidfi wkhottt fear^ Ite coofeiTed 
faimftif a Ummerfeital^, and fhovrcdikll fak Tiklb 
Woie tbstn ^ and wheo niy Lmd Ghiei JuMet bad 
Idmy xiftHiediaidy h^ ihttf ed out of thfem, Andftoc^ 
up wdl : And ymiidt is more 4ati all, from that 
Time, wi^mit Mr. Datr^rt ¥ti&^ he ooattnatd well, 
without any more Fits, eiacepting when he threiir 
himfelf iiito them, to cxntfitm bis Codfeffion. And 
ibAt he did oft«a ^ once htfatt Hr.Danri htmfdf. 
When he had (harn Two or Three of his 'tridb, Mir. 
Durr^l bad himBamm^ and m a little while, by work- 
ing the Spittle m bis Mbsih, he Fatmoi till tte 
l^oth tari to hii Chin : He joftared to Skkw td^ reft, 
but Mt. Darrei would not fby. He fiad, he had 
Seven D^ik in him now, ami therefore he did not 
doubt, but he might do them again by die &aie 
iPower that he dklbcfoit. 

Thfi (aiiitimte Sophiffary of Mr. DaryvZ/s, keepiiig 
hk Aimlten in die belief of the DiipdTeffioa: Ai^ 
(he Ijstd Chief Jailiee giving Account to the Arch- 
Btflx^, what ill Confequence it had in the Gouolty i 
h wae thought nteeffany to have the Mattet Ez- 
»mined by the Ht^ Commiffion ^ and aoodfdin^jr 
hb. DBtrel mix SoMcn werebdA called t0 iMion-^ 

and 
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tadflfter Depofittoiis were taken, and Matters pre- 
pared, tliey weipe Tryed Wore the Lord Axdbr 
fiiihQp of QMtrbtny^ (Dr. Wbitgifi) the Bifiiop «£ 
ta^d^iDt.SMercfi) the Tiro Lord Chief Ji^ces, 
tk. Gffitrf Maiker of JSUquifl^^ Dr. &f^^ Dean of 
the jS^hfs^ ^tai Dr« 'Stakbape. Somer^ fiood fiim 
to his Comeifion, and gave Rational Aooooiita of 
whatever «as ask'd. Thefe Things that I have 
flieationed, and many 'more i)efi^ them, were de- 
j>o(ed $ Folir «ild Forty Witne(res were Examined ; 
JPow acid Thirty of which had been Mr. Darrd's 
f^dends. Mr« i^M^ge^ the Vicar of St Mary\ who 
M firft was fi) Mfy perfwaded of the Po^Tdfion, that 
he iKms Qfite that &nt for Mr« p^rel to Naitiftgham^ 
deckred now» thait he was iatisfied he had been 
oiflaJten. Mr* Mdred^ «hat Preached the Firft of 
the Two SeiiiioQS unM their Faft, declared, that he 
did Dour bettev^e in \Sb Ccmftience, that Somrs had 
dffleiobldl Roheri Cmper^ one of the Two that had 
<Anf^l€d Ubi Sms before die Gmipany , and who was 
the fiey V F8dler«in*Law« and who had been Witnefs 
oi the Bojr ai^ bis Sifter s Behaviour, both in Private 
and Pubbck, and in whole Houfe Mr. Darrel himfelf 
liad placed him, 4epoled in theft Words ^ ^' I do 
^ verily Ihkdc and believe in my Goofcieace^ that 
.^^ Wi^m Smers did Counterfeit all he did, that he 
^ Was never Poflefled, Diipoflefled, nor Re|xi(Med ; 
^^ and That Mf. Darrel dealt very unjuftly in all 
^^ his Courfb, &€• Several of the fame WitneHes, 
tliat VRte EzaiBined before die Firft Gommiilioners, 
eicplailied tbemfelves: As to Inftance in One or Two, 
Richard Mee, had Depfed, '' That he had (eenD^iA 
^' tiamSmers turn his Face direftly backward, not 
^ tnoviog his Body ^ and that his Eyes were as grealk 
^ as Beafts Efes^ and that his Tongue woclld be 
'' ttinift out of his Head to the bignefi of a CalVe^ 
^ Tdikgue In Ms Re-^aminatitHi, he faith, ^^ My 
!! Ma^ng infis^ titot he earned his Fao^ a food way 

!' towards 
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tourai^ds his %oulder, and that his Ey^es i^eife (bme- 
riiing Gogling ^ ^nd b^ reafon that it was Gsmdle- 
light, when I (aw his Tongue thruft out, mid 
by reafon of my Conceit, of the ftrangenefi of 
Somers Troubl^^ it ftemed fomewhat bigger,- than 
** if Somers had been wdl^ I fhould have thought it 
** to have been. . • ^ 

A great matter had been made, at the Time rf 
the faid Commiilipn, of a ^lack Dog, that had fre- 
quently appeared to Somersj and perfwaded hiih 
to fay, he had diflembled^ and at that Time be- 
twixt his Fits, when they ask'd him, why he hdfl 
iaid he Counterfeited ? he uid, A Dogy a Dcg. - And^ 
as odd Things will fall in with fuch Stories, it hap- 
pened, that there was a Black Dog in the ChambcNT, 
that I>elong'd to one Cidrk^i a Spurrier. Some <^ 
the Gommiflioners fpying him, thought they law 
the Devil. One thought his Eyes glared like Fife 5 
and much Speech was afterward made of it • But 
thofe that had had thofe Fancies, being fhown the 
Spurrier's Dog afterward 5 they confefe'd, upcm their 
Oaths, that they believ'd, it was that Spaniel that 
they had feen. 

But to pafs by very many material Things ^ the 

Bifhop of London^ ask'd Mr. Darrein if Somers was 

then Repofled, as he maintained, Whyfaad he no 

Pits now, but went to Chappel, and behaved him- 

; felf orderly, and had been well for a Year to* 

gether > Mr. Darrel wanted not an Anfwer 5 faid he. 

When the ftrong Man is in quiet Vojfeffion^ bk'Himft 

.^ in Veace\ novo the Devil lurks and lies clofe^ like 

M old E?;^ as he is. See Detect, p. 10 1. 

' Several Depofed, That they always thought, that 

he Counterfeited, and added by what Signs the^ 

perceived his Craft, when he pretended to be Senfe- 

lefs: That 'Mr. t)arrel was told of this the Krft 

Night he came to Nottingham j that Mr. Aidridgej 

and fevetal of t}ie Aldermen, w^e offended andre* 

proved 
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proved Iiim, for tfoublihg the Congregation with fb 
many Sermons about Devilsy and PoiTefiions* To 
tbte I find his Anft^rer in his D^tedion ^ " It is true, 
•^ indeed, faith he, fome Two or Three of the chief 
Friends of Counterfeiting natural Men, not fa- 
vouring the Spirit, {hewed Ibme diflike to my 
Preaching, and advifed me to Preach of Love and 
Charity 5 faying^ they were in Charity till I came 
^ there, &c. dnd lo he goes on blaming them for pre* 
tending to dired: their Teacher. 

But to add no more of the Depoiitions or his An*- 
^fwers I the IflTue was, that by the full Agreement of 
the whole Court, he was Condemned for a Counter- 
feit, and debofed from the Miniftry, and committed 
to dole Priibn, there to remain till order was taken 
for his farther Ptinifhment. And though nothing 
could ture his Tongue, or make him Confefs himfelf 
wrong, yet I never fuid, that he attempted to difpofleft 
any more : -And though before this, he thought, he 
had Cured Ten in the Compafs of Two Year»5 yet 
after ft, though I have Three Books of ^ his upon this 
Suhjeft, I do not imd, that he ever meddled any 
more in thofe Matters. And as that Profecution 
taught hitn^fdom, though he would not own it$ 
I think his Eirample ought to be kept in Memory for "^ 
a Warding to all tafhPerlbns, that are apt to run in^ 
to the fame Miilakes. And what the Authbr of the 
Cmphat ISftvry Metvti^^ for Printing die Eirfl Part 
of tKs Hiftory, and leaving :4)ut all that folfow'd, 
that I leave to the Reader's Jodgnient. 

The Fourth Re l a t i o n. 
The Boy of Norwich. 

* s ' ■ 

I' Have not much that is mateicial concerning this 
Boy ^ but I give Mni a Place amongft thefe Re- 
latione ) becapib to Cs^fe Imth been nude famous, by 

* P , having 
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having a Bifhop's Licence, to impower certain Per^ 
Tons to deal with him. And I believe it is the only 
Licence of this Nature, that ever i^fsU a Seal: For 
foon after the Convidiipn of Mr. Darrein and tibofe 
Popilh Priefts before-oientidned •, the Convocation, in 
the Year 1603. for prevention of the like Mii^fe, 
thought it neceflary to make the Sev^ty*feoQnd 
Canon, which requires, that no Miniflers without 
particular Licence from the Bifhop, imd^ Seaiy 
ihould attempt thecaftipg out of Devils, ma^ Paia 
of the Imputation of Impoftur^ and Cozetvge- Kovr 
the very next Year after, if not in ttie lkm% this 
Thamoi Uarrifon^ a Boy of Twelve Years old, - was 
thought by many to be Pofl^fi'd. Mi». Qark p»t5 
him amongft his Ezajsoples. of PofTefsM P^ifoins, and 
if one might depend .upon his Ai^thoiit^, one 
could not but incline to think bin^ a real D«;fr<';7/V^^) 
for he reprefents his Actions in higb T^w; And ia 
his Life of Mr* Brum^ he puts down the Licence 
that the Biihop of Cb^fter gffftUt^d. But meeting 
with this Licence i» Mr. l>atrfl^% Siw^f pf tbe Dio: 
logical Difc. PartIL P. 31. I wat fi»iMite4 to find; 
that Ub.^ark had left out a very material Part of 
it, wherein the Bifliop, «pid tthofe th^tSigR^ it, tell 
the Perfons that ^ere concerned, tbM) i^: iois»he- 
lieved fuchi thing, they tihought there was tu> ^ea£ 
probability that the Boy ¥ns Pofief&d* I wiU add 
the Licence at large, ts it is in Mr.« Darr^-^ both 
that thofe who have thf Curidiity may .fee it ^ and 
that others may le»ii, not to lay toot mKb l^/^sht 
upon Mr. CAir^^s Examples. 

^ . - " ^Kfi »^ ^bkA iifity awd'do require 
ThcfcFirft u ^^^ ^^^^^^ qfthefdi Onli, thai 

Lines omitted u ^l r ^ ^ r ^-. • I^ ^t • 

by Mr. CUfk: ! ^.W^^'' ^?5 ^ to repair to their 

" Houfe to vifit hinij jaoing fuch ae 
*' are in Authority^ and other 2erJons cfjpeaal Re- 
^^ g^^d^ Md knotm Difcrttion 5 and to have fpecial 
> Care^ that tl)e Number alters be very. /mail* Fur^ 
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" the t} Having feen the Bodihr Afflidion of the 
laid Child, and obfervcd in fundry Fits, very 
ftrange Efite^ts and Operations, either proceeding 

^ of natural unknown Caules, or of fome Diabob? 

^ cal Pra&ioe ^ we think it convenient and fit, for 

^^ the eafe and deliverance of the faid Child from 
his grievous AfSiftions, that Prayer be made for 

him P«blickly, hy tb? Mini^r of 

the Vm^%-^ofp m^ ^^^ VrmW jwt wotJi 

^ rffi0(nm fhitkt^ iu^f the O^ima^ omitted. 
^ — And that entail) Preachers, nam?- 

« ly, m Q^mr^ Ut, Mty, Mr. Fqut Names 
** Cotter, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Eaton, Mr- ^"'^^^• 
* tierfon^ and Mr* BrmnbiU, thefe on- 
ly, and none other, to repair unto the faid Child, 
by turns, as their Leifnre will fej^e, and to ufe 
^^ their Diforetions fat Private Prayer and Fafling, 
^ for rheEafe and Conrfert of the Affliacd— Wiib^ 
^ al peqmring themy to obtain from qU 
^ folemn Meetings, bec^fe the Calami AD that foU 
** jy PS panuular, ani the Authority cf lows omitted* 
^ aJbrnt^ and prefcrihingfuch Itteetieg^ 
? feftif^b neither in them, nor utj but in our Su-^ 
^ perimrs^ vaheflt fkafure. it is fit wt fiould expeff. 
^ MM^eaioer^ beeau/tU 4$ by feme held, that the Chili 
^ it^^y* ^oSkfftd 0^ am unclean Spirit ^ for that 
^ thefe ifpedreth toikno certmnty, nor yet an^ great 
^ froSalnSty thereof^ xne thini^ it alfa conpenient, and 
^ requn^ the Preachers efarefaii, tik forbear att Form^ 
? ef^'Exorcifmt, which alwayt imply and prefuppofe a 
t>' fc^' and adual fofjtffion. 

'r t • 

-■»«.. • » • 

Ridi. Ceftf ien&« 
David Tate, Chancellor', 
GtiS. Vaughan* 
Hu^ Burghes«. ; 

e 2 The 



212 A CoJleBion. of 

The Fifth Relation. 

The Witches of Pendle-Forreft> in Lancalhire> 
as Mr. Webfter gives Account of thcm^ Page 

277> 34^> 347^ --^^ 






The Ezamiii^tion of Edmund Robinf^n^ Soti of Ed- 
mnnd Robinfon oiFtndJej Eleven Years of Age, 
taken at Vadham^ htiqxt Richard Shuttleworthj 
and John Starkeyj Efquires^ Two of His Ma- 
jefty's Ju ftices of the Peicc?, Within the County 
ofLdncafier^ the Tenth i£ February^ J^53-- 

• - * » * . * . * 

WH O upon Oath informeth^ hdrxg Ezamiiied 
concernidg the great Meeting of the Witches 
of Pwi/if, faitb^ That.upon M Saint's Day laft paffi, 
he this Informer, being with one ife«ry Varhf:^ a near 
Door Neighbour to him, ia Wheat ley lane ^ deCred the 
faid Parker to give hini I^ave to gather fome Bailees, 
which he did; in gathei^g whereof he faw Two 
Grey-hounds, viz\ a Black and a Brown; ope came 
running over thp next Field towards him> he verily 
thlhking one oi^ them to be Mr, A»tter\ and ,the 
other to be Mr. Robin/on^si'^t (aid Gentlemen then 
ha ving fuch like : And iiitith, the laid Grey-faonnds 
came to him, and fawned osiliim, they haviog^abQut 
their Necks either of them ^a^ Collar^ unto »ch of 
which was tyed a String : which Collars (as thisvln- 
former affirmeth) did jQiiile - like Gold. And ]be 
diudcing th^t foni[e dther of Mr. fjuttei's or Mn 
RobwJon\ Family (hould have followed tfaem^ yet 
feeing No-body to follow them, he took the fame 
Grey-hounds, dunking to Courfe with them. And 
pniently a Hare did rife very near before him ^ at 
the Sight whereof he ciied^ Loo^ Loo^ Loo ^ but 
the Dogs would not run. , Whereupon he being very 
angry, took tbem> and with the Strings that were 

: ] about 
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about their Collars, tyed them to a little Bufh, at 
the next Hedge, and with ^ Smtch that he had in 
his Hapd, he beat them. And inflead oiF the Black 
Grey -hound, one Dicken/ott^sVfife flood up, a Neigh- 
bour whom this Informer kndweth. And inftead of 
the Brown one, a little Boj, whom this Informer 
knoweth not. At which fight this Infc^mer being 
afraid, endeavoured id ruq away ^ but bemg ftay'd 
by the Woman, viz. by Dickenfanh Wife, ftie put 
Jier Hand into her Pocjcet, and pulled forth a piece 
of Silver, much like to a fair billing, and offered 
to give him it, to hold his Tongue, and not to tell 5 
which he refufed, faying, Nay^ thou art a Witch. 
Whereupon fhe put her Hand into her Pocket again^ 
and pulled out a thing like unto a Bridle, that 
WngTed, which (he put on the little Boy ^8 Head: Which 
faid Boy, flood up in the likenefs of a White Horfe, 
and in the Brown Grey-hound's ftead. Then imme- 
diately Dickenfon\ , Wife took this Informer before 
her upon the faid I'lorfe, and carried him to a New 
Houie, called Uoarflone\ being about a Quarter of a 
Mile off. Whithet when they were come, there were 
divers Perlbns about the Door, and he faw divers 
others riding on Horfes of ffeveral Colours * towards 
the faid Houle. Which Perlbns went into the faid 
Houfe to the Number of Three-fcore or thereabouts, 
as this Informer thinketh, where they had a Fire 
and Meat Roafling in the faid Houfe, whereof a 
Young Woman, ( whom this Informer knoweth not ) 
gave him Flefh and Bread upon a Trencher, and 
Drink in a Glafs, which after the firft tafle he refufed, 
and would have no more \ but faid, It wa^ naught. 
And prefently after* feeing divers of the G}ni- 
pany gbing into a Barn near adjoining, he followed 
after them, and there Wfaw Six of them, kneeling 
and pulKng, all Six of thcm,^ix feveral Ropes, which 
were faftened or tied to the top bf the Barn ^ prefent- 
ly after which pulling, there came into this In- 

P 3 former's 
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former^ ii^tv Flefh fmoakihg, Butter id lumps, and 
MiUc as it v^ere fljihg from the laid Ropes* AH 
which fell into Baiibns> which were placed ubder 
the faid Ropes. And ifter that thefe Six had doiie^ 
there came other Sit, which did fo libewife. And during 
all the Time of their feveral pulling, they made fucfa 
ugly Faces, as icated this Infbrn%r, €o that he was 
glad to run out, and fleal hom^vrards ; who imme- 
diately finding they Wanted one that was in their 
Company, ibme ot them ran after him, near to a 
Place in a High-way called Bc^drdhole^ where be 
this Informer met Twd Horle-men, at the Sight 
whereof the faid Perfohs left following him. But 
the fcH'emofl: of thofe Perfbils that followed him, he 
knew to be one LoineTs Wife y which faid Wife, to- 

? ether with ohe Dicke^fon^s Wife, and one Jannet 
)avies^ he hath feen iihce, at feveral times, in a 
Croft or Clbfe adjoining to his Father's Houfe, which 
put him in great Fear* And farther, this Informer 
faith, Umn Thur/day^ after Afew«-2>tfrVDtfy.laft paft, 
he faw tne (aid Loind-s Wife fitting upon a crofi- 
piece of Wood, bring within the Chimney of his Fa- 
ther's Dwelling-houle : and he calling to her, faid, 
Cofne ihvon thoU Loind'x Wij^\ andi immediately 
the laid Ldnd^s Wife went up out of his Sight. And 
further, this Informer faith, That after he was omie 
from th^ Cbmpdny afondaid, to his Father's Hou(f, 
being towards Evening, his Father bad him go and 
fetch home Two Kine to feal ^ and in the Way in 
a Field, called thefifflrrx, hfe chanced to hap upon 
a Boy, who began to quarrel with him ^ and they 
fought together^, till the Informer had his Ears and 
Face blpody by fighting, and lookiilg down, he faw 
the Boy had a Cloven Foot ; At which fight he being 
greatly afir]|hted, clime away froih him to feek the 
Kihe *, and iti the way he jlaw a Light like to a 
Lanthorn^ toward^ which he made haft, fuppofiqg it 
to be carried by fpme of Mn Robinfon*^ P?Ppfe j but 

when 
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i^n he came to the Place, he only found a Woman 
fianding on a Bri^e, wbom^ when he faw. he knevr 
to be Loi^d's Wiie^ and knowing her, he turned 
hack again ^ and ioHi^diately he met with the fore- 
iaid B07, from whom he c^red to run, which Boy 
gave him a Blow ths^t made him to cry. And fur^ 
ther^ this Informant faith. That when he was in the 
iB^rn, he, law Three Women take Six Pidures from 
off the Beam, in which Pictures were many Thorns, 
or fuch like Things flicked : And that Lomi's Wife 
took one of the Pi£hires down ) but the other Two 
Women that took down the reft, be knoweth not. 
And being further asked, What Perfons were at the 
^Drefaid Meeting ? He nominated thefe Perfons fol- 
lowing, viz. 'Dickenfonh Wife, ^c. and Eighteen 
that he knew ^ and one more, as he believed* 

Edmund Robinfon of Vendle^ Father of the afore- 
iaid Edmund Rabin/on^ Mafon, informeth y 

That upon M-Saints-Day lafl, he (ent his Son, the 
aforefaid Informer, to fetch home Two Kine to feal 1 
and faith. That his Son flaying bnger than he 
thought he fhould have done^ he went to feek him^ 
and in feeking of him, heard him cry pitifully, and 
found him fb affrighted and diflra£ked, that he nei- 
ther knew his Father, nor did know where he was, 
and fb continued venr near a cpiarter of an Hour be- 
fore he came to himfelf. And he told this Informer 
his Father, all the particular Paflages that are before 
declared in the faid Robin/on his Son's Information. 

Rxchard Sbutt/ewortb, 
Jchn Starkey. 

Thefe fuppo&d Witches were committed or t)ound 
ov^ to the next Affisses. The Boy and his Father 
being poor, and finding themfelves believed, made 
a Praftice tp go frojp Church to Church, that the 

P 4 Boy 
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Boy might reveal and difcover Witches, pretending, 
that there were a great Kuinber at tne Witches 
Meeting, whofe Faces he could know^ and by thafi 
Means they got a Living. At that Time Mr. WA^ 
fter^ who was afterward the Author of the Book a- 
bout Witchcraft^ was Curate at Kildwick ^ and ki 
the Afternoon, as he was preaching, the Boy was 
brought into the Churchy and fet upon a Stool, to 
fee round about, whether he could know any therb. 
After Service, Mr. Webfter went to the Houfe where 
they were, and defired to have examined the Boy 
in private, but Two Men that were with him refufed 
it. Then he asked the Boy to tell him truly. Whe- 
ther fome-body did not teach him to fay fuch Thii^ 
of himfelf •, but the Two Men pluck'd the Boy from 
him, and faid, he had been examined before Two 
Juftices of Peace, and they had never ask'd him fudi 
a Queflion. 

At the Affizes following at Lancafter^ there were 
Seventeen found guilty by the Jury^ but the Judge 
not being fatisfied with the Evidence, they were re- 
prieved •, and his Majefty and his Council being in- 
formed of the Matter by the Judge, the Biftiop of 
Chefter was appointed to examme them, and to cer- 
tify what he thought, which he did -, and Four of 
them, viz. Margaret Johnfon^ frames Dicconfon^ 
Mary Spencer^ and Margrave's Wife, were fent for up 
to hondon^ and committed to the Yleei. Great 
Sums of Money were gotten there by (hewing of 
them, and publick Plays were aded thereupon. 
They were viewed and examined by^ his Majefty 's 
Phyficians, and Surgeons ^ and after, by his Ma- 
jefty, and the Council : and no Caufe of Guilt ap- 
pearing, but great Prefumptions of the Boy's being 
fuborned to accule them fafily -, it was refolved to 
feparate the Boy from bis Father, and put them in 
feveral Prifons. Soon after this, the Boy con&ffed, 
that he was taught, and encouxaged to feign tbofe 

Things 
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Thfegs^y his Father, and fbme others, whom Envy, 
Revoige, and hope ot Gain bad prompted. Belides 
tiw Notoriety of fuch a publick Faft, Mr. Webfter 
aiWsj that he himfelf had had the whole Story from 
Edmund Robin/on^ own Mouth, more than oUce. 

The Sixth Relation. 
William terry : Or^ The Boj of Bilfon- . 

BEfore I give Account of the Impofture, I will 
put down a (hort Abridgment of that Nafrra- 
tive, which Mr, Wheeler^ one of the Popilh Priefts^ 
publiftied of this Matter. The Title of it is, A 
faithful Relation of the Vroc'^edings of the CathoHck 
Gentlemen^ with the Boy of Bilfon, ^c. 

In the 2d Page of their Relation—^ " Firft then, 
" to fhew how the Child grev/ thus to be tormented, 
** as I have underflood it of his Parents, and j;ave 
^* heard the Child confirm it himfelf. The Boy return- 
ing homp-ward from Schpol to Wfon in Staff or djhire^ 
where he dwelt, an old Woman unknown, met him^ 
*' and taxed him, in that he did not give her good 
" Time of the Day, faying, lliat he was a foul 
*' Thing ^ and that it had been better for him if he 
^' had fainted fier. At which Wbrds the Boy felt a 
•• Thing to prick him to the very Heart. In fine, 
^^ the Boy came home, languiflVd fome Days, and at: 
^ length grew into extream Fits^ that Two or Three 
(tho' he was a Chi|^ of Twelve Years of Age) 
could hardly hold him. The Parents feeing the 
" Extremity, fought Help of Cttholicksj and with 
** Cap and Knee did folicite a zealous Gentleman, who, 
^* overcome by their Suit, did ufe fome Prayers and 
Exorcifms, allow'd by the Catholick Church : with 
whofe Prayers the Force of the Spiritual Enemy a** 
^ bated. The Gentleman infifting to know how 
" many was in him ^ to his thinking, he faid Three. 

The 



4C 

4 












2i8 Ji CoUeElion of 

The R^/a/iM proceeds ^^ This Gentleman wa§ 

^ calVd away by hisOccafions i and after that^ ano« 
** theri At laft the Author of this Relation was eo« 
^ gaged, and gives Account of lus own Adions, to 
thisPurpofe. 

I was very unwilling, yet being overcome hy 
Intreaties, I difpos'd of my Bulinefles; that I 
came thither on Thurfiay before Carpus-Cbrifii 
Day, where I did find the Gentleman that re« 
quefied me to come ^ and finding that they had 
^ ufed Sorceries of Witches, which made the C3iiM 
^^ o£fer Violence to himieir, we would not meddle 
^ with him, till they had bom'd thole Sorceries ap- 
^ ply'd to him, which they forthwith did fiilnL 
^ Wnereupon we uling the Litany^ &c. the Child 
^ would be fo tormented, that Three or Four could 
** hardly hold him, &c. 

^ We were calVd away, but left Holy Water, and 
** Holy Oil : The Firft having that Power, that it 
^ would make him fpeak, tho' Dumb, and his 
^^ Tongue turn'd into lus Throat : And the Second, 
^ that Force, that being apply'd in a little Quanti- 
^ ty unto his Legs and Arms, moft grievoufly con- 
" traded, they would be ftretched forth as they 
" were wont. He intreated them in our Abfence to 
'^ ufe the Holy Waters and Oyl in his Extremities, 
** &c. On Saturday^ Sunday and Mtmiay^ with ex- 
^ treath Fits and Heavings, he brought up Pins, 
" Wool, knotted Thread, Thrums, Rofemary, Wat 
^' nut-Leaves, Feathers, ^c. 

On Thurfday, being CotpMs-Cbrifti Day, I came 
again, found the Child in great Extremities. In 
*^ this Time he had brought up Eleven Pins, and a 
♦' knitting Needle folded up in divers Folds, &c. 
*^ He faid, the Spirit bad him not to hearken to me 
^^ in any Cafe ^ that the Witch faid, (he would make 
*' an end of him, &c. I wiflied him to pray for 
'' the Witch, which he did : Then the Child did de- 
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^ ctare^ that now \A was perfedly himleli; and de« 
^^ fired that his Books^ Veas^ Ink, Clothes, miglkt 
^ be ble/Ted. wifhing his Parents, Sifters, ud Kro- 
^^ thers to blefs themselves, and become Cathplicks; 
^1 out of which Faith, hf God's Grace, he (kid, be 
" would never live, or dye. On Sunday 1 Exorcifed 
him, and leariied of him, that while Puritans 
were in Place, he faw the Devil alTault him in 
'' form of a Black Bird. 

" After Two or Three Leaves more, he concludes, 
^ the Subftance of all this I have here written, ae 
^ my coming away, I declared before Three Pro- 
^ tefiants, and the Child's Parents, defiring them, 
'^ that if I did not far Truth in all Things, that 
^^ that they would challenge me therein. lYien the 
^ Child being in a founding Fit, anointing him with 
" holy Oil, I did bring him unto himfelf, inibmuch, 
^^ that with a Staff he walked up and down; and 
.^' fince he did eat, and drink, deep, and wali^ ha- 
^* ving only flxort Fits, as I am faithfully informed, 
" yea, till fliortly after they entertained many 
^^ Witches, and Sorcerers : Notwithflanding whole 
" Help, fought in vain, he is more grievoufly tor- 
*^ mented than ever before, C^c. 

July ift, i6io. Tours in Charity ^ Lcve^ 

or in any^ood Office^ 

H. W. 

To this IS added by the Protefiant Publifher •, 
^' This Kelation was publifhed by the Priefts them- 
lelvesj and delivered by one of them, called Mr. 
WheHer^ into the Hands of Mr* Tbm/u Nechils^ 
Gent, a Recufant, dwelling near Wfon^ as appears 
by his own OdnfeiE(Hi upon Cteth, taken before 
the Lord Bifhop of Coventfy and Utchfieli^ and 
added to the End of this Book. 

About 
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About the Time that thefe Pricfts had gone (o far,' 
Jaan Cock^ the Woman he complained of, was car- 
Tied before the Biftiop's Chancellor at Litchfield^ and 
the Boy was had to confront her. At her coming in- 
to the Room, tho' he had his Back towards her, he 
fell into a bitter Agony, crying out, Nowjhe comes -^ 
now fffj/ Torment er comes \ wreathing, and tearing 
and twifting himfelf into fiich Shapes, as bred at 
once Amazement and Pity in the Spectators. This, 
with fome other Probabilities, caufed the Chancellor 
to fend the-Woman to Stafford Goal. 

At the Affizes following at Stafford, Auguft lotli 
1620, a Month after the Date of Mn Wheeler's Re- 
lation, the fuppofed Witch was brought to her Tryal, 
before the Right Worfhipful Sir Teter Warburtdrty and 
^iv John Davyes^ Knights, his .Aliajefly's Juftices of 
Affize for that County, before whom appeared fome 
(lender Circumftances, which were t^olgarly efteemed 
ftrong Proofs of Witchcr-aft : but after fome Speech, 
manifefting the Idlenefk of fuch fantafiical Delufions, 
the Woman was freed by the Inqueft ^^Tind the Judges 
were p^^afed to commit thk Care of th^ Boy unto Dr* 
fAortrn, the Lord Bifbop of Coventry and Litchfield^ 
then and there prefent. ' 

TheBiQiop carried hiir Home wltli him to EccleJhaU 
Caftle^ whither his Fits^ollowed him with great Vi- 
olence \ for being put out of his Road, and People 
-4efng hindred from coming to admire him, he grew 
fullen, and would not eat, fometimes in Two or^ 
Three Days together 5 fo that his Belly was altnoft' 
clung to his Back. He lay in his Bed fpmetimes as 
it were fenfelefs : Sometimes flaring with his Eyes, 
and foaming with his Mouth. The Bilhop often vi- 
fited him, fometimes ftriving to foften him with 
Gentlenefsi at other Times handled him roughly 
with Chidings and Threatningsj but his evil Spirit 
would be mollified by neither. 

The 
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TheFadiet of the Bojr^ an honeft Hdsbandoitnt 
innocent and ignorant of any Pradice in his Chiid^ 
, came to fee him, and earnefily ask'd^ 'What might 
be thought of his Scm's Cafe ? and Whether he was 
^pofleffed or not ? Whereto it iwras purpofely anfwer'd. 
That nothing leemed fo marvellous, as that at the 
hearing of thofe Words of the Holy Gofpel, {In the 
Beginning woi the Word^ &c.) he fell into Fits. Then 
prefently^ in the hearing of the Father, thofe Words 
were repeated 5 and upon the Repetition the Boy fell 
into. his Fit. The Bifliqp calling for a Greek T^- 
ment,-iaid. Boy, It is either thou or the Devil that 
abhorreft tliofe Words of the Gofpel 5 and if it be 
the Deviilf he (being fo ancient a Scholar, as of al- 
moft Sbt Thoufahd Years ftanding) ' kqotvs, and un- 
Serftauds all Languages ^ £0 that he cannot but 
know when I recite the feme Sentence out of the 
Qreek Text : But if it be thyfelf, then art thou an 
e^x^ecrable Wretch^ who plays the Devil's Part y where- 
fore, Iwk to thyfejif, for now thou art. to h^, put to^ 
Tryal, and mark diligent ly^ whether it be that fame 
Scripture which flwll be read. TheQ;W,a8 read in 
(heek thefi2thVei»fe of that Chapter/ which he fup- 
pofing to be the ifl) itXi into, his Trance as he w^ 
wont. , ' ' ' r. '- 

This Fit being quickly paft over^ ..thercs was rsdd 
in GreekXht ift Verfe :. But he fuppoiing it waspbt 
the fam^Text, was not ippved by it. By this Means 
his Fraud was dilcwered, that; he feeipf 4 to be 
gifeatly confounded. Ndtwithftanding, flaring with 
his Eyes,' and cafling hi$ H^ad on both fides theBed^ 
he totld the Cojoapanyj that he wa3 trouWed at the 
fight of Two Mice.. . '^ 

By this the Bifhop was confirmed^ that he was a 
pertinacious Impoiior 5 and finding Words and Me- 
naces niake no In^prei&on on him, he fell to Blows : 
ibr taking him out of his -Bed, and having. one ta 
help him, Jhe Bifliop gaye him Six fm^rt Lafhes. 
i ■ with 
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wkh a Rod, at u^ich the Boy was no more con- 
cerned than an infeniible StocK. They alfo thrirffc 
K^les into bis Toe^ and Fingers ^ but with all 
their Periecutions he neither winched, nor ftirred* 
In this Condition, growing almoft defnerate, h& 
would mfkc Sij^ns ler Knivee to do himfilf mifchk^ 
and continued in this manner almoft % qaarteir of a 
Year. At laft bis Urine igrew ib black, that the 
Phyiicians wereof Opinion^ that Nature had left her 
ufual <^)erations. That ftruck the good Bifhop very 
near, that he refolved if hi» Water continued to^ he 
would make no farther Tiral: But to find out the 
Truth of this, he fet a tralty Servaiit to watch him 
through a Hole^ that looked into the Chamber upion 
^ Bed. Hie Bifhop and his Famil/, going that 
Morning to Church, all Thingi were ilill in the 
Honfi^ and the B07 finding all ^iet, Ufts up him* 
lelf, and flares, and liftens, and at length gets out 
of bis Bed, ana in the Straw or Mat under it, takes 
out ian bikhom^ and makes Water in the Chamber-^ 
Pot^ through a Piece of the C6tton in his Hand^ 
and anoth^ little Piece he put into his Vreputium^ 
covering it with the Skin, u4iich was foi^ a referve, 
if he fliould be forced to mako^ Vatw before Compa* 
ny \ then he hid his Inkhorn. and returned to Bed^ 
The Man that was appointeq to watoh bim^ feeing 
all this, difirovered it to the Bilhop at his coming 
Home, who came to him, and asVd him, How he 
did > The Boy, according to his tifiial manner, 
pointed to his Water, looking ghaftly on it, and 
muttered out his old howling Toiie. The Bifhop 
refolved now to deal roundly with him, ikid^ Sirrah, 
you have Ink in your Bed-Straw : Your iCnavery ia 
round out ^ and calling in his Man^ be took it out the 
Inkhorn where the Boy had hid it, and jufHfied thatf 
h^ faw him make Water through the Gptton. This 
ftruck the Boy into fuch a Terror, that he role from 
the Bed, and fell upon his Knees, and befcuight the 

Bifhop 
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Bifiio^ to pardon kim, and he would tell him the 
whole Truth. 

Accordingly he di4» and afterward he was examin- 
ed s^in by the Biihop, the 19th of OQober^ 1626^ 
and the Quefiions and Anfwers were taken and atteft- 
ed, smd printed hj Richard Baddefy^ a Publick Notary. 
The Subftance or his feveral G>nfeinons is^ That aa 
old Man, called Tbomai^ with Grey-hair, and a 
Cradle of Glafles, met him, not far from his Father's 
Houfe, and a$k'd him. Where he dwelled > and if he 
went to Sdhool> and promifed him^ if he would do 
as he taught him, he (hould not need to go to School: 
For, faid he, I can teach thee (iich Tricks, that the 
P^ple that fee thee fliall believe that thou art be* 
witdhed, and fo iliall lament and pity thee. Upoft 
this he &dd be taught him, at Six feveral Times, 
to groap, and mourn, and roll, and caft up hia 
Eyes, &c. and bad him accufe fome-body or oth^r, 
that ^faf cpunttd a Witch. This was in Lem^ md 
about Eaft/r j^Uowing, he pradifed his Tricks ^ and 
fome Papifis perflviaded him to &ek ht Help of fbme 
CathblidK PriefliSt He faid Thipee had tried to cure 
ldm% and tho' he had not (em the Prieft's Narrative 
b^ore, yet his CopfidOGbn agrees with iu 

The Bifh^ ask'd him. Whether he did not defim 
to jhave yidded to their Exorci(ms>' He faid he did) 
|pt he continued bis Counterfeiting: fo long, becaufe 
much People reforted to him, and brought him good 
Thii^9 ^nd becau^ he was not willing to go to 
l^pol again. He fiaid with the Bifliop till he had 
l^ecpyered his St'rength^ and the next Sumnier AiE^ 
fiZM, held at Sf^fford^ July 26, 162 1, before Sk 
l^€t€t WafhurtoHs ind Sir Humphry Winch^ his Ma* 
jdiy's Juftices of Aflize, the Boy craved Pardon firft 
Qif God Almighty, and thendefired the Woman there 
pr^nt to forgive him \ and laftly requefted, the 
whole Country, whom he had Icandalized, to admit 
«f Jhat his hi^rty Con&Sion for their Satisfaftion. 

The 
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The Bodk is concbded with an Examiiiation df 
Mr. Tbamas NeMs^ a Recufant, to wfaom Mi". 
Wheeler gave a written Copjr of that Nariative, 
whidi is abridged in the Begiofting of this Relation. 

The Seventh Relation. 

itichard HatbawayV Cafr:, taken ot^t (f bif 
Tfyal^ as it was prwtedl by the Affointm^M df 
the Right Honourable the Lord Chief "^ujti&g 

Hoit4 ' 

1 V 

ichard Hath^cyy Apprentice to Thomas WeJlytty 
. a Blackfmith in Soutbwark^ had eitl^ real 
Convuliions, or counterfeit Fits^ at the Time when 
he -was hoand firft to his Mafter. When he had 
Xerved about Three Years, he was thought to be A 
lU^ that he was put into the Hofpital^ and Mraa 
indeed to be a very niiierable Spe^acle, lying i* 
firange Fits, and going double^ and after. S69M 
Weeks, was turned out as Inburable. 

In September 1$^^ hefaid, he was bewift&dd, uvA 
vomited great Nuinbers of Pins^ and feeibed to be 
dumb, and blind, and was thought to live without 
Meat for Ten Week^ together ^ tho^ be wa^ put, with 
Keepers; intd' an : empty Hoafe, a great Part of the 
Time, and had a Bed bought on purpofe, and vtras 
watched Day and Night, by Perfbns that were Strang 
gers to him. One ot his Watchers depoled. That a 
Lump of Hair, loofe Pins, a Stump of a Nail, liatf 
a Nutfliel, and Two or Three Pieces of Stone came 
from him by StooL A Second Witnefi confirmed 
this, Jind added. That he ftood over him at the 
Time with a drawn Sword in his Hand. His* Face 
would be drawn on one ilde. He foamed at tlie 
Mouth, and crooked Pins were found in the Foam. 
His 'Head was bent to the Reins of his Back ^ and he 
Mrent fometimes almoflrupon his Aal^les. He wouid 

lie 
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lie flii iisha^ihi dead, and once was bron^f to hun- 
ftlf by Cupph^-Olaires. Screeking and other Noi- 
^8 were beard in the Bed, and about the Houfe; 
and Charms were applied toinm, and were (aid to 
do him goodw. It was alio depofed. That he barked 
like a Dqgy and in his Fits bomt like a flame of Fire. 

The Perfon that he accaied of the Witchcraft, was 
one Sarah Moriuck^ of the fame Parifli. He intima- 
ted by Signs,^ that if he might fcratch her, he (hould 
be well. He did fa^tch bar, and then he eat, and 
drank, and had his Sight, and was well for Six 
Weeks together* 

After that he feem'd to be 111 again^ and fignified, 
that fhe hadbewitched him again, and he muft icratch 
her agam; tUpon this the afbrefaid Sarah Mar duck 
was aflaulted m her own Houfe, and grievoufly a- 
bufed I her Hair and Face torn \ (he was kicked^ 
tiirown to the Cnmnd, flamped on, ai^ threatned 
to be put into a Horfe-pond, to be tried by Swimr 
ing) and very hardly efiraped with her Life* In 
hopes to- avoid thefe Dangers, fhe removed out of 
-SouthtfDark^ and lodged in London :, but dill (he was 
not fufiered to be in Safety, but was followed in the 
Snxfisis^ and often thought herfelf in danger of being 
pulled in pieces. 

About g/j^^ 1701,. flie was earned before Sir 
Thomas Lam^ • and was ftript, and fearched by his 
Order, and Hathaway icratched her before him, and 
then he eat, a«d drailk, and was thought to be well. 
Sir Thomas committed her, and Hathaway continued 
free from his Fits. Near the Time of his Tryal, the 
Prayers of ftveral Ghordies were defired, and Mch 
Jiey was gathered for him -, between Six and Seven 
Pounds at one CbHedioQ ^ and other Sums a;t other 
Times, to bear his Charges to the Afiizes. 

In the latter End. of JFufy^ at Gmiford Affizes, this 
SarA Mm-duck was Tried before the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Chief Juftice Hoit^ and was acquitted, 

(X and 
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mii ikbiti ImnGAf was cdmmitted fixr a Cheat, 
flncf Iinpoftor: But both Judge^ zndjwy^ and Witr 
mfies were flander ed^ as it they had not done imrlyi 
* Fbr ferdral Days after Us Commitment to 'tbe 
Maf:/bMtay ht enf^ and drank, and flept*, but {qdmi' 
timn ittfV) be wai a^do as if under tbet Poarcr of 
tSTitcbirraft, dumb aUd M^ 

lat it miflht b* nrtiin, Whftthtt ht did realljr 
uritboiit Meat orndt ^ my Lord Ghief Juftiee 
mt him into the Houfe of Mr* Kenjy^ a Surgeoo, m 
fioumber folloaring, that he might maJc« Try a) of 
him. ^ 

iH^fdb 29t 170I9 liiia HaibavMjf was Tried be&re 
the Right Honouiabk tb&Lord Chkf Juftice JUa^, 
and Mr. Banm &(/f/ll» in Soutbwarky the Place in 
which the T9& wa$ bdft Itnown, and where any Wit- 
ndles mi^t appear wkhoot Gunge. 

OaHhihaaay s Side^ tluCe Things were fwom that 
I have mentioned abtady. * 

To convid him of bnpoflurei it was dcpQ&4» 
That on purpefe for an Experiment, Dr. itlar/m, 
Minifter of the Panfli, had contrired, that he^ 
fcratcfa'd another Woman, when hethoi:qght be ba4 
fiuratch'd this Sarah Marimk ; and w^oa tliat he o- 
pened his Eyes \ but being told he had ^atch'd tl^e 
wrong Woman, he pieleined to be blind and dumb 
again: And the iMMi^r of his doiQg it,wa$ fucb, as 
flawed him a crafty Fellow, tajcing Care of. himfelf s 
for he ^t her Arm^ Fow Times or er, before be 
woidd fcratch her* 

To prove that bis voanting Pins was biy a 
it was depofed. That immediately after he I 
mired g^t Numb^ce, in appearance, upon theGround^ 
and was going to vomit ^more, care being taken, 
that he (hould vomit into a Cbamber*pot, and hjs 
Hands b(^ng ke^downbdbw it, thore was not a 
Pin m the Pot, bat a ^rtat many crooked oms ia bjs 
Pocke^, te readinefi to hare pjiay'd his Tridcs with* 

Some 
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1 Same of tile Noiies, thafwere fiiid to be made iii 
the B?d, were fiiewed to be made \>7 hie own Feet, 
icntchiog the Bed-pcrfl. 

Befidee what he got by Gifts and Colledioniy it 
iKras i>roved, that he had tried to make a Gain^ 1^ 
prUidng a Kaffiative of his own Ca& 
^ With oefpeS to his Faftiqg^ it was faid hj One of 
fekown Witnefies, that there cstE^ from him Five-times / 

inofil than he toolci After be Mras stt KMjys Houle^ 
it was |ifoved, that he made Water, and triftd tp 
Conceal it^ by hiding it over the BedVTefti^ : And 
after Two Days failing, and refufing to take wi^jf 
Thing from Mr. Kfi^Jy^ for fear leaft he ihould really 
jbrve himlelf, rather than own his Knavery, Mr. 
'J^n/ji contrived to let him have Meat in a privates 
Way, by this Device-, He pretended t<> fall out with 
his N^id in Uathaway's hearing, and faid, fhe gave 
iiAti Meat ^ and therefore he ggve her. Warning to be 
gone. She carried on the Dell^n^ aqd told bimv^ flie 
was as ready to be gone^ as he was to have her gg ^ 
and after this feigned Quarrel, (he fpake kindly to 
Wchard, and bad him take nothing from her Matter^ 
^fer while (he fUyed, (he would take (2aie of biiii* 
After this he took Meat from her ^ but a Child be- 
ing in the Room, he pointed^ that that might ndt: 
fee him. He ate and drank any Thing ihe gave 
him. Ale, Brandy, FiOi, Pudding, Mutton, &€• 
Once he was drunk, and i^ew'rd^ ftnd oayered hia 
Vomit with Aflies : But if either Mr. Kert^^ oi any- 
one elie, offered him any, be refilled to take it ^ 
and when he had eaten heartily, he would (ho^rthem 
his Belly clung up to his Ba<ub> as though there had 
beeji nothing in it. The Maid l|iw this openly t, Mr. 
i^^Jy &w it through a private Hole ^ and once he 
had Four Naghbours with hiin^ that faw it as' well 
9(8 he. He ate in this manner for gleven Day^s t^e* 
^ ther, and yet pretended to'tootinue his Fait. If they 
adkdl him^ How many Weeks he l^d fal^, before 
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lie canife to Mr. Kf^j^^'s Hoiire? he cdiinted Ten u£)6ii 
his Fingers. If they asked him, How many Weeks 
he had &fied fince lus coming thither ? he counted 
TTwo s tho* they Tiadfeeii him eat Eleven Day s bf the 
Two Weeks. 

When they^had Proof enough, Mr. Kenfy told bim, 
he was dilcover^d; and (aid his Friends Were in 
Xluftody. and had confels'd thfc whole Matter. U6- 
on that he cry'd paifionately, and faid^ he wduld tdl 
the Lord Chief JufHce the whole Truth ^ and aske^. 
If his Mother was fafe? But my Lord not being ^t 
ills Chamber, he, in about an Hour after^ tecanted, 
knd (aid^ain, that he was bewitched. 

Thele Tmnps w^e depofed at large by many and 
fubAantial Witnefles^ infomuch, that the Jory^ with- 
out gbing from the Bar, retAimed him in Guilty. 

Some Months after, rty Lord Chief Tnftice lfi«^r 
paft Sentence upbtf him. That he fhould lufier Im- 
prilbnment % Year > and Hand in tiie Pillory Three 
Times,. 

CHAP. XTL 

.J. , . ' ' * ' ^ ' 

A ConctuJioH of tb0yDi,KtoG-\it^ 

Jurym, IF Will not give yoU the Trout>te of ixiy 
I "farther Examples of this fort. IthiflElc'I 
. - JL may now venture to fayj^ as a merqr 
<Jentleman I have heard of ^ ' ^at that Juige that 
hangs aVfTitcbj wiU ti&oerbe thought^' OrtJHter : Bttt 
however, let me pqt one Word"farther j^ When yafic 
rr<rwtfi»'s Cafe had turned Mens Thoughts that way, 
and feveral Pamphlets were written upon that Sw- 
jca, due came put with this Title, The Impoffibility 
t^ ' tV'itchcraft 'j plainly proving from Script ura and 
^4f&n^ Jhgt there never mts a Witch c Anl thai it k 

both 
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Jbaih trvAtic^ ani~ impious 4 o hefiroe there e^r woe* 
X da not remember, that in any I?art of our l)i^guej 
you have venturM. fa £ir : Ai>d therefore fome will 
feiiij.^that ia feveral Parts, ;you have been too 
cautious, and left 'things too doubtful. 
; Qtrg^im. I had ratbor err on that Hand tha&the 
other. . We none of as know the fartheft Side of 
God's IRCorks or Permifllons* There is Ibmethii^' 
doubtfiil in all Subjeds^ and as proving Negatives^ 
«fpecially undefin'd Negatbes^ muft be vei^/difB- 
imlt^I bavedefignedly kept ofF'ftom peren)ptO]f^ 
X^efinitions of the utmoft Bounds of bad M en$ (kiilt» 
or the Punifbments they delorve for it ; . Bat for all 
^at, I hop I have both aflVrted and prov'd as much 
as. we need to knbw^ and that wfaidi will hi of uie, 
and which 1 doubt not, but Time and £]cperience 
will confirm farther. 

And hese I think I. may yditure to (ay, tM I 
have fully prov'd, 'that the Principles that the 
l^itchr^nders have proceeded upon, are unnatural, 
contradi£lory, apd abfurd v and if the PrettilTes bg 
prov'4 falfe, wbabut a Mad-^man will believe the 
Conclufion > 

I . have ihew!n hj many Examples, That the Spe^al 
Evidence is (b far £rom bemg legal Proof, that it i9 
of no Weight, noif plight taVe to any one's Prejudice* 

I have prov d by Uiftcricai Examples^ That Coft- 
fejfioffs of 9ld Women, iathefe Cafes, are not to be 
regarded i tha:t fame are extorted. Tome fidiculdas^) 
^nd th^V when they confe&lmpi^ifaiesy Nature is 
tQ h6 oiir Rjrle of Judging v and the poor Creatures 
are tafe thought, in that Particular, under a de- 
gree of .Madnefs. 

,; I have (hewn. That filling Peoples Heads with Sto* 
ir;ies pf :D<fi;//x, and Spirits^ and Witches^ corrupts 
jrhe Miiid, and brings them lindfer thofe Frights and 
Affliaions, that are ufually thought ^ and may, fojf 
ought I know, (bmctimes be Diabolical. 

0.5 Ih-avc 
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I have {hewn plainly, Tfatt Aocofi^g, asd I%« 
fecuting, and Hanging in that Cafe, doth not cure 
but inerenfe the Evil |' andk that Mrnen a Katiqn or 
People are in fuch a State, they are under a very 
great Cdamity, • 1 :.• - 

AAd tlio' it be hard to nove Nggathfs^ yefi I 
doubt not but I may ikM^ Ttiat the whole Notioii 
of SacfUirtg Imfs is NoofenfettThat a plain Gjn^tfjP 
with the Darii was never pr/cnr^d:^ and^ Thai ati f /if ** 
/^//r/V ZmpaQ i$ a meer Imi^inaition : And I may 
add, That throagh the whole Scrii^ure thctfe is 00 
Charad^r of any fudi Witch as we mean» who csui 
find^Denk ahd Difeafea to faeit^Neighboars^r And £ 
fc(^e Vyk^vi pointed .out an eafy Wajt of dearing 
wr Nation ^ theie dilgraoefiii gnd mifchievotia Sti- 
perilitiohs.^ and that no harder than executing our 
Statute with Impartiality. Thsie Things are aa 
mudi as I defire to knov; iSnd that what I have 
&id while I have been ptoWng' o£ thena^ may not 66 
made an ill Ufi of, by tboft ^wlio are too apt to tate 
Things wrong; tho' I have aff along guarded agaiim 
Mtf-nnderftandingg as mdckai^ I could, I wiU add 
Two Sermons for Prevention of Miftakerj One con^ 
teming the Ttuth of Oifi^kniVf\ and the other con* 
itaining the DoQrme tjf^goM mA ml Aj^ds^ with 
pradical Infcirencea drawit fbt>mf them V And as aU 
real Tmthsate^ aiid ever mUfl be^ unifonn, and of 
a piece with oiieaiibtheji^^Idaiitx not, but diefe wiQ 
give Support to theHotiOQSdf this Book* Whereas 
tonniviii^ at lies and popular Erixm^tfaD' it may feen 
M h«l0t }t d6« in Realitv give thd^^eateft of Preja- 
4i€e4U6 wlft and imderftanding Perfens. Dumped 
JVknixt4^iuk teniitir upjlies ioceafur^ M^emum ^gitut 
i(t ffiilHkdbetur Efdbi: When a Lyeis m^eufeof ifo 
fuppdtt th^ Faith^j :t^k^Eff6a of'it is> thkt No- 
body ^ah be belief 5; fiiit the Faitbit&If » thought 
^ l?i<aic«/>itStr\Ai«vi>IQi^^^ 
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ITI kad $m i&*e ambnifjt them thi fV»rh whith 
Jif^ did J th^ had mt Md'SiM: 

; ^urnot» fk^ have hth fce»y and b^tedyhih 
me and my father^ 

tA'. • ■* •:^r. ':^:' . ••■,.*'• . v% /';.-' "a- 

BEBCIfeE rmiteEoipoD tfae ExfAkitioo 
. jthi&:.W^Mdj^. we air take Notice, That OSk 
f 490;; jin. which God hath been j^ksu'd tD giife 
tM ot^ LAt o£ Uk^ u vtty inqpa&tivt khmt tbS 
Toithiof R^ipoh,' and Y«ry pifing^^ii^^ Fcmijh 

- Tfat "Ea^pMei that are niiadelb firt^mt^ abd 
InnostinMi too invvaratitljr, ; I am mUita^ to ]i0|)e^ 
j^ aoc pracQidfrom any Aterfioii to. ileti^n^ thai: 
& gnefliter in our Age diaftid, fincmervib^^ Mther 
Jnm its Itusceafi of Lamkffir ^ti^tdivei and/fdacBh^s 
.afteriii& Bixttdm ofall T^gi^ and ftim fiiine 
jnsiit^to:€aB:fi>t our Proo£;eireii of CHnftiamtf it- 
ttif^ Iho it'Jmth been fo ofygsi and wondorfuiljr at* 
iltifted iMXfa^ljfS IdSi^ atiid.God'aProvideiiirc^ and 
dbye ajmg Expeneroe of its gceat Uftf^doefi to tl^ 
-^ddi and^ fince the Apoftle St. P^siy/ trwites ns 
::iaiba-geidyfto:cmddt a Reafim of oar Btlior even of 
«iiat, I baveidB>lea diefit \i^o!Kdl, with, defigi) to laf 
he&re yon a fliort Yiear of our Ftoof tcrf* it. 

0,4 And 
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And in c^der to this, the &ft Pomt tb betjear'd, i^ 
Why ,bur Ss^viour lefty the Proof of birQodtvmfi} 
mooh Qpoa his Miracles ?- Why dotfa he hj^. Tfast 
(f ii^ had not done amongft them fucb Works as no DCf^ 
ceivcr ever had donCy theybadhadnoSisti For tf hebA 
done no jniraculous Work at all, would not Bbo^Is 
however nav^^l^em \m^ to bavse h^rdi &lRt teadnng 
of them Repentance mi Vertue? St.J^obn Baptift did 
ooMirack} and yet wioyald it Bot havci been a vea^ 
gre^ Sin, if the People of that Age had not bom 
iieard and obey'd, ^wli^he tau^ them with&dt 
Denionftration zi be' taught ? Many ocber Prophsti 
isrraught; no Mirac^eitbat we knotir o^ bat 9^ 
.|ow'|i;ti^ S^ pf Tpith amongftthemi ,a»d:'Fet, 
were they not bound to rq>ent and ^le^ood? Ter; 
verily V And to di;s Day Men arc bound W their' 
Peril to }^T and ob(^e tbb meaneft of nii Mhii^ 
fiecs, tha^call upoH them to be good in the Sight of 
iSo^^'^i^rti: teaidies; this through . ifll Fatts of thi^ 
Creatitcp, / God-s Works ceadi this inVfiicb m Yoioe,! 
aseveiitl^Fowkof Heaven,infbmetd^grt6^ under-! 
ftand and cAx&ve. The Ueaoens deelms the.Gbry of 
God^.a^d the hirmmeptrfictios hn Hoff^^Hnorit* Dap 
vntQ jyay utters Speech^ and Night Mito Night fiev^ 
this ikdne. Knmledgeii Whe&emr Qo&% Laws of 
Truth and Jujlice^are ipi^blifii'd &om liit Altars, by^ 
iht l€a$ vaiWd of his Minifters, all Hafeve refiwids,- 
rep^atsaiad enforces the iVoice in fuch Itanguage, ac 
lea^iei^ery dinner obnoxious to God's Jud^ments^ 
hpi^, hft^ and her^fiter^ ! for every rXranrgreflion. 
^ . Up^a'wbiat Ground then doth out Saviour fay, 
'That if he .had not done amo^gft them fMcb Works 
as no otbe^ Man^ etmf had done^ ibey bad not bad 
Sin?. Tq; which of hk Doftrines nug^ they havei 
fufpen^eds their Faith^ and yet not have been ua*n 
der tb4. Guilt of iinful Unbeliefs Ajid to tfafar 
X AnfwerVrnpt only^ to the high and myiesdoim 
Points o£ pur :^eligio9^. but even tQ thefe &km one^ 
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WaAihB WBi the SkJfiiU and Soa oiGoiy and the an* 
noHMed Jtidge of Qpi^l^ and^Dbaifl. They might 
lave deky'd thd 'Entrance of themfelves intohU 
€3mvdlj^ and have relpited theif Belief of all thofe 
Facts of Cbiriftiamty, which we now call IRewaPi 
ReU^mi, in diftiiidion ftota the Natural.' No 
^oeicing Eye cou'd fead dmfe Dodrines in the j^c^ 
of 'the Sky. Tho' the Contemplations of God and 
his Government may^teach ns, that the Children bf 
ibciiT a father h^ve ^Birtb^kbt and Title to hope 
fiat Good^ and ftich a Title and Ground of Hope/ as 
ime.imr a |iM?/^ olr Pr^na Perlbn like Efau^ Wotfd 
^efbife eft tA\ bj^-^A unworthy Lif<^, which made htmi 
umpahle of th^ Good df it : Yet, that Chriff (hovl'd 
lietoe Emft^haiuM bf that Inherita^, and the Sauiouf 
of diofe that bdiev^d and followed him in the way 
olito'Yieiltne y ndtfaer Stin ifdr Moon couM teac^ 
llfttbirtl^oiikv nor «fr^Men febhild toM^ tiff 

tteyi&w it ooniirmf'd hy- fuch l^iraclea^ as cod^^ 
br^wiDtaght byno D^^Wtv^r, no^By aiiy but by God 
ioMfelf^ w thofe that aded by his Pdwer* ' - 
\^That >we, in bur Dttjr^ may have our Faith ftroing;' 
Wttl only in the |^t Points of Tririft, Jumce, and 
IdbrUYertUey ^bitt ttithe additiotial Revealed Truths, 
lAshioh. add ail irrefiftibie Life and Power to all thofe 
'tmSfrsj^ which thd^ R^ht are hUt Weak without them V 
I yill lay befcrb you a'lhort View of the Natkfd 
li^ir^.or our ftiviout^s Life, wftfch was not only 
8|&m'd wkh feme few Divine Miracles^, (cMM^ 
licireahd there torecemmend it^ -but wasramer 
€iii&3cra^u'd miraculous Work fr(Hn one End of it 
ta;die«rther. -* * . 

'^^JixA roc takiHifllis Matter frorti thel beginning, wer 
moftlirft take notice, that there Were upon Record 
iertheicotnnion Bible oi t\\e Jewjh Church, man^ 
faidwn an^ tfncieni Pr6phecies^ of a great Perfon or 
^Bmsot^ com&tlmly kubwn by the Name oi the 
MeffUu:,, ttot^K»u'4 be born of IXitiri't Line^ iii^ihe 

Town 
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Town of B^/^r£ra^ tiieold 8«it of j>d)fif# Fiibi%V ^ 
and a^ut that Age in whidi oof Saviocur W* batm ' 

Many Remarkaliie Things were foretold <^ bim, 
bis Name, tbp Qual^ of his Virgin-Mother^ vrhtt 
great Works he (boikld perform :^Altd piniottlttlgr^- 
that he fhould i$«, up a Cburch^oif Spiritual Kilig^^ 
dom^ in which both ffw and G^fftiih fiK>ii'd be untted ^ 
in the right Waj ^ WoriliipiiiQg.tbeca^.Ii«i^ 
and True Godv ^ . , j x. /*;? ^*^ . 

Thefe Prophecies :were Tranflated into^ otites IlJam : 

^es, difperied MpttQ many (Haiiasv and 4refoM 
J yet) not only in the Writiogf of QbiiSkiQit; boi^^ 
vx tho Books of' thei Jews axiid • Hta^Mt ^ aad • thejp ^ 
bad rais'd ^ geqeniii e xpeOatmn ,m that AjSe,:<»ft' 
£]ch a woi^derful Perion fhoi'd appeav in Ifaei'tfbtid' 

aboat tbat Tm^ '■ - ' • ^ * ''^ - 

] Kov thefe. Prpph^des agreeing & pondntiBf.^teiA^ 
our Saviours (Qbaacader, and thai: jgnsit t&Q^'^MAt 
his Pleaching , h^th a&oall^ hM uiithe Woiid ^ to 
f^ >the kaft tjhat <;an be faid, th^ muft ie a ftioa^ 
inducement to the inoft cautioiM^P^rfen tor^^^Aa 
and we^h 4be Jallowing Ai^QOentfi witbthe^m^ 
Regard:^ for. Prqpfaeci^ hafo ^ anally; been not 
of the mofi common Wfy^, .wbeieby Provideno^ 
hath pointed o^t en^inmu: JP4rCi>n9 to the Vfodii 
and given themiuqh 1^0Q£>i^< A\tthodty:aft^^ 
«rere needful to them, fer, the accooif^flung tfaoil 
l^ood Works of which God |^t^;tibem InftramentI 
to^th^irieveral Ages. . \ *,. . .^: -: 

But .to advance aifi:ep iarthtr^^ Thofe Circoar« 
j[lanc^ that attend the, .GoncsptkHtiof 9t* j^tbn Bmg^ 
tifl:, zfxSi our Blefled Saviour^ and the &BaiaxiQabla 
Paii^^t their rBifth, ace ibeh aa peepaae ue £ir- 
ther iwi f3ie Belief of -great TbifljSt w their LeT 

.^i^d inthe Firfi Pkce, it svm vi/tbk intfae 
of thfir^pnld, that fit J^bH ^^tiSLwwt IfOTft aftsi 
bis Matbar. WM a^tanc'd fit^ bejrond the OMmmk 

that 
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It MISSIS idfo manifiift) tint lib Fttheor, ZaehmM^ 
im ftrudc Dtoib^ fJRim btffbr e die Ttmr of bi^Con^ 
c^pcmi^ ^and contina'd fo from that Tfln« to [^ 
Cu^lftdimi, afciK^ a Y^r. Tbis ivat .a jpqiblick 
knbwa Thing, becattfe ZaAMrioi was^ a Peclbu of 
EoMpenoe, not left amoligft tiieai) thail a t^tfp 
aihongft Qg^ and his DnmbiKfi bqgan in tlie m(« 
pttblidc Manner that pou'd be, in the Ttempk at 
3Mtufaiem^ in the midft of his Miniftration before all 
the People; Aod though fiich a Dumhoefs might t» 
fil]r have been pittraded^ if it cxw'd have been fore- 
fMri that it ihou'd be of tiftj fet bow.cottM ManV 
JEfeifbrdTac any nCe of it before the Child uras bom^ 
Gould hie Father, before he was bora, def^n hiift 
finrdie ibre^ninner of thtMfjfiM \ or wou'd it not be 
Madaeft for any Man to make focb a Suppofition? 

Then at oar Saviour^s Birth, Sbe^rds^ who 
rat'd u Itttfe fondee any nfe of thdr Declaration^ 
laid^ that they faw Ungelt^ and heard their Voices^ 
and Three Strangers came from a. far Country, to 
inquire after a wonderfol Child bom at that Time 
in that Coont y :. And their Journey was made ntit 
Qiily the common ATm^x but Afttmifkmtmt of the Na^ 
tion, by a 4Circofflftanoe that cou'd no ways have 
been pnteaded, if &Ue $ and diat was, Htreut^ l/bsx- 
der or all the Children ini that' fame Village, whidi 
was foretold to be the Birtbf lace of th^ Mtjfiatj snd 
mas then ^%rtiyfiv^ of our Saviour^ Arid this 
Cruel t y of iBi^ knipbn Record in other Hiftories, 
ah^m^H w ours^i and* are ' to be isen at this l^. 
*pn]|fow let ittipaufe a lictfe itpoti thefe Aoodedts, 
beforb we advance to the main Points. Thefe are 
tet prefni^^dry Matt^s^^^^ I^^^^ they are df^^^reat 
^Ateient^ jBbr.it would be ffaaage'&r two Dfconvir^ 
,to oootrinr tbw W«rk, axidtengage BrineeiiA it be- 
.$^e they wtte.bom, and agiiin while in thdir Swad^ 

ling 
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Ung Bands; liwofVoM &ncjr^ tbatfftwwaidtfasy. 
might laj their Plot, and contnire their Carts, fi> as 
one ihou'd be the Meffioi^ and the other his Fonr- 
runner\ yet how came Thinni to fall out beW* 
band in their Infanqr, To mi^itilj to thcar Adva^* 
tage ? It is fo plain, that it cannot be deny'd, Hut^ 
thefe were preparatory Works o£ Diviqe Arovidenc^ 
drawing' the Eyes of the World, towards ^heo^; and. 
pointing them put from the beginnings for by th^. 
own Contrivance they couM neither, have made that 
fochlliings (hou'd really have been true, nor haw 
made, them be believ'd if th^ had not. . 

From tbi& we may proceed next to the Life aojl 
Death of St f^hn Baptifl!. The Account that we 
have of him, is, that. as he was Sani^tified from the 
.Womb^ fb he dedicated himfeif to a Lifer of Fading, 
and Prayer, and Retirement from the.WiMrld, ang 
^alLt^e Jnftances of a fev«re: Ycrtue* When.he was 
about. TJbirty Years old* that the Laws of the Jew{ff> 
Qiiircfa allowed of it, he took upon binli the Office qf 
^ publick^P^^acher ^ he boldly> rebuk'd Vice in ti^e 
rgr.^telj^ wJiere he ran mod Hazard v he FreachM Rc^ 
tan^^e to a corrupt A^e, .witH fucb a burnii^ 
^ V ^°^ fhining U^t^ that his Pious Exhorta- 
tions,., join'd with what they, knew t^ bis extracirdi<^ 
nary 3irth, awakened the Nation, and made th(8 
^veryiLulers fend to him ta know, whether he was 
daot then corner their long-look'd-for W^eJJi^u.. But hf^ 
did not afTiime to himfeif that Honour ^ he tdd theia 
plainly, that he w^s notv ^ut he added^ that that 
Dew State, which was the Heavenly Kingdom, Go* 
vernment, or Day of the Mei&as was at Hand \ aofl 
pointing to our BlefTed Saviour, deck(!d, that lie 
.was the very Perfbn who was Lprd oi. fti But as 
forJhimfelf, he freely owpd, that hi^tDiftao^^e beloyr 
. hinir^ii^s fogreat, thatbe did not think^himfelf wostby 
to fiboip doora and uplpofe his Shoe-latchets 

. - » . » » 

*' Now 








\<^ *lo# tlfis" Holv ^ Martyr of God, who 

'inxb^'JMJb Hiftorjr.as weir as our«, hath th( Cha- 

ra^fer of a perfon of great Verfue ^ he bearing thiii 

Tefiimony;, at a Time when our:Saviour had hot fi> 

"tnuth "Sii one Di^pk to follow him ^ and l>bfore it 

kou- d be Imown^ ^ve by the Infpiration of God^ 

;^hat ftribige Hungs wou'd follow after, tfaiaf makes 

-aitotlKr great Addition: to that firong Evidence whidi 

we . have for oiir Holy Religion^ 

' } know commonnefs ana carelefiiels can nafi oflf 

-any Things btit it we confider this Witnefiof St. 

^J(in fairly, the more we think of it, the more its 

Evidence muft confhrain us ^ for the real Author of 

any Qunge fo great as our Saviour made, cou'd not 

be forefeen before it was begun, by any Means^ 

&ving by that Light, whereby God forefhews Men 

4iis own Intentions. 

; Biit thefe are far £rbm being all our EiHidence of 
bur Holy Religion. Our Saviour's own Life a£&rds 
■'■ Us^ more and jjrearer Proofs than thefe 5 for &e vio- 
le^nt Death of St. John Baptift, did not difcourage 
biir Saviour firom proceeding in this Work. It wou'd 
'liave done.it without Quemon, if it had been oidy 
hy A-greement^ that/St.'^^&^f had given him his 
TefHmony: Borlcnbwing himfclf to be truly fent 
fironl . abovef; lie went forward with his Work, tho* 
he fiw what hard lifage St* /^J/r had met with, and 
knipw how niudb greater Sufferings were pTepar'd 
^him.- ■ . .V"' 

^ :And in Coiifidoring thefe ' Afgamc?nts, thatarife 

frito ourSavjoitf s IteOripes^ a^^ Aftidns, we may 

"firft take Ko^ce 5 that the Holy Religion which* hfc 

^uj^t, contains the iiobleift Truths, and thebeft 

%n\^ of Ufe, tWat were" ever taught or pubKfted tb 

"tl^e World: Without mingling jburdeniojjie Siiper- 

^ftrtions, orunprofitable Queffidris, he inflphifljgd^ 

Difdples in H right Senfe of &d, his'prefei* WoW- 

dence, and future Judgment. By a found Know* 

' . ledge 
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kd^ of tbefe/ he eicslts the Soul t)f M^a tQ 1st 
Divine Worflup^ and &in Hope Jo God; and 
lays the ftroiigeft FouodatxoQ tut was evar lajr'ci 
lof a great Sincerity, Ptohitjr and good Gmici* 
cnee tov^ardi Man. In all Sf^ttes, ano to all Piei>' 
Ibw^ he tai^ht a ftrfeS way ; and his inempg 
cogent Af guments g^vie his Words fucb Spirit aiia 
{Wtt*^ as made Ins Reltj^ion^be as modi ^ve the 
Moralities of others, as ia Living Man is above ai^ 
Marble Statue. :. 

And to that flxong mA f^e E^dence that anfe^ 
from this, vre xnuft add thpte aftonifliing Wodb that 
h^ speaks of in the Tot % Twice he fed the muititiudte 
irith a few Loaves and FiSies ^ and kll their Senl^ 
Jiad'fuch &ai Satisfaaaon of the Truth of the ikir^- 
de, ^Tkt even the Ibofeand carebls Part of his Hear:f 
ers follow'd him afterward for ^e Loaaes. No^! 
let the moft wantcHi Wtt fit down and coflSder, whicti 
way* our Saviour couM decehre and iiEtt>o&, eitheir 
fipon his ApoftleS) or ^ Fto]^ m uich a Cafe 
as that. 

But to proceed No Difiemper wa( ever found tbo 
hard) or too far gone for him to cure. He cut'dt 
Blindne/s^ where the Eye was waQting; Ltmenefsj 
where the Hand was wkhorMi ^Mid Impotence of 
Eight and Thirty Years. He drove the BJhetot \ 
the Sea into the ApoftlesKet^ in Mubitodes. Ttm^ < 
could be no ficret Plot wkh tfaoie toften Creatuifds't ' 
And he wrought that Miracle (everal Times ^ an^ < 
once eouimat^ed a Hfh'to tarry a Piece of Mbheij^ I 
to SuPeter\ Hook. The Holy Axgeis app^r^ ' 
to, mimdired, and waited^ on ham. Ten ievera] ^ 
«Times are mentioned oS Am Miniftration^ and the ^ 
Evil Angels were fub^ft to him. Our Saviour looicd { 
tiiofe that were affiided or bound by them : smd \ 
whether they were Zunapicks or Damoniacks^ He ^ 
cur'd them aft by a Word of Power. Be wal^'d upr ' 
on the Waters; commanded the Winds ; and even 1 
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if be hid Been ocij like another ri^teofds VitSnll^ 
m Vtefbittjk would haT^ been ^mf lawful ai^ 
ymtiat for turn to. have retir'd after he fiad; idSr 
vet^d Ills Meflfage, at many holy Prc^etis liad^dNS&e 
l^dbfe^ and su hit Apofties eartoeffly deiir'd, tidt 
bd^ would. But if he md (par'd himfelf in that ihia* 
iftT, our Sms had wanted their Sacrifice and Pn^^ 
tiatioB v all V^tnous Pet fons, who fhould even dierli 
xig^iteods OaufeS) bad wanted their great Exain^ 

^«ld Comferter ^ and fais Dbdtinee fiad wanted^feie 
Seal jof his Blood and dying Wttne&r And tfaete^ 
&rVthio^ he had in his fight the Death dcStJ^^ 
&gfit\Q^ ^headed but Two itears hdkte^ he wtAt 

^luntarily amongft the fame Cbrt <£ Mer, w&> 
tbirfl^ for his Blood) and who he blew wod'd draw 
it:^^ And he endured his bitter Pains, and the ba& 
SflfiMuiM thgr added to them, with, (ndi ^%^- 

stidii^ gMvityi and toi^ncy of Mind, that tW^ 

^ MtXtaet of^hift Death, togedier mxh the diif&6 

r3kikmi$ that God {hax^'d for hitn at that Time, -oMe 
bis Friends bl^^ ^om that very Day, to tdce hoot 

' mi gt^w bold Y and it made many, even of his£* 
^mieti^^btfefsy dat he was the Soil of God, as be 

• liai.&iA '^ '-v* x ^- ..u, ... ./•'i 

^^ > >Ndw'^iris the TeftimcRiyvdrths fi&vi; Itie the 

^l^ JiUf4j^d(mfW[kd the highsft Witnefa >iai flS^ 

.mtet^hat:«>ttld benglven^ of fab being £flcere in, ^1 

-liia^^he 4iad ftid 'dr dcma .- ^ ^ 

TrwBut^^tllis neither is iiot the end d£x)ur EvidcriMIt 

^1?<k iiarraeul(»i^Ptoofe tf oUr Siv^ imd 

^i&id • Apiprobatidii^- tontinti'd after bfis Death; £^ 

'^enderml as tWittd been before. 'He roic out bf 

iriaXjja^ on the mird Day, as he had faid be fltoii^ ^ 

^atd^heaf^peared to (6^ many as may;^v<s und^alHe 

^i&tltffiMSlbn to all that will fiibmk to fiifBdent JM* 

'-^^lieiMW''^ '-■■'- - .•»'-....•■ -.-/v-' 'Va ir/'.r 

: :Axi&\mt we9re.to coiifid^;«faat;hia Ai ffl iii^ q c y i t 

-aiier his Refurredlion were not like Apparitions cic 

Spirit Si 



iSpiiritt^ that op^ibme great OcGalk>n8 have ^pear'd 

; to fome Perfom^^ tho' that would have beetr imma- 
terial Point &t Proof of a future State in Gen(Qra|* 
That would have confuted, as all fach Cafes do coq« 

:iiite, our Modern SaddMceesy that deny mt Ezjftence 
of feparate Souls or Spirits : Bat his Appedxixtce wis 
far more, even Sub/tantiaUy and Badify hefofe them. 
He talkt with them y he eat and drank with tbem^ 
and let them feel and handle him : And this not to 
One only, or Two^ in the Night-time, but in, the 
Day, to Ten, Eleven, and at laft Five Hundred. 
He Ihew'd himfelf thus, not Once only, or Twice, 
but Ten feveral Times, that are particularly iikm 
Notice of, befides others mention d in a mpre gene* 
Iral way. He infttuded thepi in the Things, that 
they fliould teach and do. He br^ath'd on them, 
j>leud them, and at lafl went to Heaven iatheiir 
fight, attended by holy Angels. They, w^e furei 

^ that they wore not deceived lA thefe Thing^ ; and 
they Jknew, they were not wrought for their Jikes 
criy, but for forae wonderful End of Providence : 

- And therefore they neither dUrft nor were abl0 to jceep 
them iecret They were (b afionifli'd at diont that 
they publifh'd and pifeach'd, and wrote and dcickr'd, 
to sdl Men, what they had ieen and heard and ^tlieir 
Hands had handled. They £)on found, fl^t by 
ipreading Abroad thofe t^^, th^ihouM bring 
upon themfelves the Power and^eveng^ ofthe jame 
Men, ihathad Crucified'tfieir:Mafier« But itlwas 

^all one to them. That Ailuraneet^t they Imd of the 
Truth, coni^raja'dthemto run all Hazards ^ and ther^ 
fore they declared thofe Thingrbaldly, to thofe yery 
Rulers themfelves, that had had the greateft fhate 
in that wickdi A^ion. To. ftop the Cottrfe of this 
new Doarme, the j^Ms Stoned St. Stephen^ and Be- 
headed St. James^ and gave out Commii&o^s to 
apprehend any that fiiould call upon that Name. 

K ' -That 
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Tliit forc'd thbfe few Chtiftian's, that then wei^ 
upoo that hard Wrt ot feaviri§ their Friends md 
Country 5, but ftill thfey ihdiiirahi'd that iamfe Trutii^ 
withput lb much ^s 6n^ iPetfon difcdveting iAy 
Tjraua, either in oUr Blefl^aSaviDtir, or his A'pbMs 
Wt'ei him. As ind6fed they \V^re htit Me^n^ kiM ftib- 
-}^ to Ihe fame Palfibris thaibMrs Were, th^y iM 
IDiViiSpn's and iMfputes, in'd. partvculatly/aK6|itthe 
'OMigaHon of the Law of Mo/es:^ Bun \vhicli is 'a 
jnighty Confirmation of their Sincerity , in th6fe tcib 
'fierce Contentions' that they had, nehhtr S?de c6u5d 
'Charge 'the other with any Fraud about their Tefti^ 
moiiy. Then they had Delertions in thfe Tfme 6f 
^erfecUtipn^ as it was no wonder that they hid, c»n- 
'Cderirig how fierce their Perfecotions Wei'e. TKeV 
:had many that, like 7u31u, Apoftatiz'd out '6f teaV 
and Covet oufnefs-, and if they tia;d knPWn ^ny .evJl 
of them, they wou'd h^v^e been gla^ t6 ^.^ve JJiiblifhli 
rt upon the Hoiife Tcip^x becadfe fifdh ftifcoVeries 
ivftii.d have juftifieS their forfaking tlitim : Biit, 
winch is a w6nderful Vi6o£6v l!)^monftVatidn rither 
!6f their Sincerity, thefeis'hot drielfngle Itiftkrice'df 
fuch a Difcoyery, As f<i^l:if, , Who ii^ll be^n Wit- 
;iiels of his I^rivades, c(!)u*4 lay 'nd^^^ to hfs 
Charge when he had .T^ef rky'd 'hi:m/6th^rs couM'fey 
.lis, little. They v^ere fo ?ar from f/iaking'l5if(tt\^erif*,' 
that their after-Behavidtfrs ^re clear Proofs 6f h^s 
Truth. For. as j^///^. funic. hrider the Wd^t '6f 
Jliis own Giiilty Cpnfcience, tJthWs, genel^lly whett 
the Stprms virere 6v€[r, h^g*d to te re$or*d to the 
Church with Teaffi arid t^enance. 

Arid to all' thefe Thil^, .it 'js to fee idd^d, that 
jthc^fe Facts, were written. In the very iamfe Age,! 
and from, the very Time th*^^ were doiire. If 

Vi:ey bad hot been bofh publifh'd anii iRx*d dli^ltefu^ 
'My by the Sacred Records of fhe Qitirch^s, in the 
y cry; Age 'of tlie ApcJftks^ all thefe AiBUtnipnts JWd 

left 



ii&mM>}eSt to gte^ Fears and Dodbts. Thfrjr 
might have been like the Legends of ApoUamuif^ or 
iPopifh Saints. Thtjwou'd not in that Que have been 
Wctt'tb ^ ^i(b Man's Rising : Bat when the Apoftfas 
Vfeeach'^ \As Miraoteft, they coti'd add, sis yeyot^^^ 
pioes alfo khdw. And the^ wrote thrai at the fame 
3^me, and nunlerdus Qburches were eftabMi'd ib 
tnoft of the great Cities in the Worlds for the 
Chnfdies w^& afhiaUy Settkd with Elders ov^ 
them, M^en the EpWfes Were written by Sr^P^sr^ 
fcnd thieothe^r Apoftles. That is viiible from the 
ftfatfi^r of the Epiftks and their Dire^ions : And 
theGdfpeh w%re written before them 5 for Suhu^ 
W(ot& th^ A8s of the Apoftles, fo€ti after St Voul 
had been at Hcmer And he had written his Gofpel 
before that His Qbfpel was ibefcrmer Treatift^ that 
he fjia** ©f in the Firft Verfe of xhd ASn An* 
inrhenhe wrote that Gofpel, hefpake of others that 
bad written |efofe him 5 ftxr he begins, forafmbth m 
Wi^have t^km in hani to fet forth in Ord^r ^ J^e- 
Hs^mioh tf thbft Things ^wbiS are 'moft /ureJybeliafi 
wfnoh'^/i uf^ lat/o, &fc. And fbriieof riiofe many that 
hfcft)ak6df were, St. Mdtthm, and St Mark^ whd© 
Gdfpels ai-fe in out Hands to this^Day. ' ' 

So tfet, in that Age^ while the Things wer&f^^ 
the DiVinb Hiftori^s of thofe Publick Aftions U^rt 
written by ft^^eritl Pei-fons that have Ihcwn a wonder- 
fill Impartiality in their way ^ Writing. Sacfa-^ 
*f*/dp and Holy-Days and Religious R//^>r, aitda 
fiifcrtffive Order 6f Teachers, have been ctfntinaed 
fedm -the very Time of our Savioor's own Fnfti^ 
ttttibh ^f Ihfel Twelve, and Seventy. Thefe ar6 
the comnlon Mirks that diftinguifh true Hiftories 
from Fablfes r And I ihuff add to all, thai the 
eS»iftian$ which iifade lip thbfe Firft Churfches; 
Weire^ Meh of the greateft Piety and Vertue that 
w«re <fM^;i6ttnd 'anlbn^ Mankind^ and great 
' i R 2 Numbers 
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Niimbed of them SeaFd the Truth of thefe Fa^ 
with their Blood. , . ^ 

NoMif let lis judge of this Matter with all the ^a* 

tbn thjkt we can u&. Without Perverfen^s. H^d n^ 

our Saviour good Reafon to fay, as iathe Tei;t^ 

that be bad donefuA Things as nojothcr Mm b^^iewr 

done before him f For did ever any Deceiver ^ppe^ 

in the World with fiich Atteflations fr(xn God o^ 

thefe wei^f Did ever any falfe-Chrifi ox lmp$ftMr 

htiii% liich Miracles, and fiich Proofs of them^ widi 

•ftch convincing Circumftances from the very Xioifr? 

^t^ie ihkil find none filch though we (eardi from oxSt 

■ End' of ;Heaven to the other, and from the beginnii^ 

of the Wof Id < to this Day. And therefore^ ,thou^ 

.Deceivers and their lying Wonders, make, a Blaa^e 

for a little Time and then vanifh into Smdct^n^anS 

come to ribthing-, the Gates of Hell bav«e nQt^::«^ 

ncvetlftall be dWe ro prevail againft thcfc* '\' r^ ; 

Bnt if th(^f<f Things were fo ^ ^atiicour'd be;tfe 
Real^ Why (b fiilall a Part of his own Nation, and 
fuch a finaller ftill of the BMlers beUev d on jam} 
Fd# Ihialtj^ is the great^Objedion diat can be made 
iBgkiiift (his Foundation or our Holy Religion : That 
fj^iigli' many ver^ coniiderable Jewf^ did both be* 
4ieve^ and fufierforhimv though none wou'd have 
^phe fo, if the Ttnng^ had ftot been well Attefted ^ 
arid tho^ his very Enemies xou'd not deny his Mira-* 
cfest aifid the firft Wiriters againft Ghriftianity, ; .ev^o 
O^y^ and others^ fuppolethem^ yet l^e greater aod 
the Ruling Part of his own Nation did not entbrace 
hjs Religion i but reje^d both him and>that: And 
What might the Reafoii of that Be, if/thofe Fa£k 
'Were; ind^d^ (bch as ' I haVe repre^^ed^^ > ; i. ..? 
''' And the Reafon of theiri r^*e£iin^ him, was the 
the! (am6* that they hlid for their Stoning and KiUmg 
maft 6f th^ ftophets thdt God h^d fint brfoie hidi^ 
^and that was, wrong Notions in (ome^ and wicked^ 

nefs 
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tiefi of Heart in others. In fome it wzsweikneTs 
^f Vertue, ahd in others lore- of Life» and |^r of 
Perfecution. ., 

*- But more particularly v^ome: puzzled ..tjiemfrlves 
^d obftrud:dd their own Failbj; by wropg Notipoj, 
c air iif fi^/^r^iy^ had affifted htm to &e perform^Bce,of 
ilk Miracles* Tbey^had magnified thePovrer of th^ 
Devil) and by believing Lyes, had perfwacl^d them- 
45?lves, that all hfs Works were by illtf^/fit i Kor % ;neef 
Cbnjurer, they laid, cx)tfd not -^nly walkupoift the 
'Winter, but fly through the Kvt\ coniipam^^ 
Winds ^ rails up Spirits, and Dead J^Ien i preparp 
Feaftsj diang^ himfelf intd other .Shap^i iai)^ Kifl 
t>r Cure. Though Qelfusi, is Origen telb hiinj> . being 
)il Philofi^hery did not hiji»rel^^believe fuch /^alts^, 
3^ becaule he; found that to U tbe moft puzzling Ar- 
^ment to^oblcure Chrift's Miracles, he made ufe qf 
that Objedion, as the Pftarj^i' did in our Saviour's 
own Li/e-time :\ For if they coad make .P(fidple;b€^ 
:]iAve that the 'Devil tou'd ii^-at mmhs it wag the 
hst&dk way to make tbeiii' tbink thslt be mi^ dp 

A Others that %flievM that ih^ Devil coif d^ijol open 
3lhte Eyes of the^Blind, yet were^puzzl^d y becauife^tbey 
khew not hovtr to reconcile (lie Doctrines ^to t^et^^ 
".tfiMofet: They were fure God^fptike %^^iM<2i(?JU 
.and imagining that Chrift's Religion was a Confrq^- 
didion tQ hiB ancient Lawj tbey kne^f not of a 
:neat while, how to recondle thofe Cales,, ftp4 tljBrer* 
Isireiafyended their F^t^ orratber tri#|r.if.tney 
x«yr not praftice both, r ::;. r/^^;.^ v h 

;> . But othersjiiad'^cafe! Rsi0^ :lor t^i^ hii^anf^ 
^ 'flieir Bkftlw /Amongft.tb^ m feme, thctRealc^ 
•was Spite zaA^^fgrtj faecati& he bad been a.,bpl4 
^itepiovcif :of Aeit Hypoojiies and, viciocw^yyes ; 
pnd their i^fifi^m made tfa^it Uindv I9 otl^^$ k>V)e 
cOf '{^ieafule aWaa the Xea&m Whateyf r >be€ttm^ 
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of his Miracles, it was a deterinin'd P^nt vf\^ 

them. That they could not )}rijng theinfe}ye)i fitMdi^ 

a Lite of Idleneis and Mirth, to that grave, afid di«^ 

ligent, and felf-denying Life that he taught tfacm. 

Love of the World was a Reafbn with others. Thiey 

bad fpmething elfe to do, th^n inquire after jtfas Dp? 

dlrines and Adions of a new Teacher ; E(peciallf 

when one of the Doftrines that he tauglit to fome, wa^ 

That they fhould fell all th^t they bad, and feHour 

him. Some . were fp blinded with the fine Things 

of Life, that they were offendied becaufe he wts not 

i^ch and Great. They thou^hjt God beheld Men » 

the fame Glals that they did : And becaufe they 

were us'd to defpife the Poor, they could not helieyn 

that 9 pnc»r Man could be of any EminelOQe any 

way. But in mofi the Reafbn qf not receiving enf 

Savioqr's Religion, was fear of Repfo^h and P^ 

fecutipn : And as Ae Yic^ence oj^ bis EnemAea imtde 

Jslkodewus comt to him by Kjigl)t, and mftje Sh 

faster oipehly deny him, anq the othpr Ap<#les^9nd 

Chr iftians to l^jre the/r pyi) Country, apd ^wwaAer 

about Strangers under all kind of Hardfhips ; wh^jt 

wonder if it made' others r^^lye, dot to £ee what 

they faw^ but keep quiet al: Hpme, and ileep^ in a 

whole ^in ? Mpft Men do i^ no^w iq^fuch im&WHB 

Cafes i and yfe jcaQOot !wc»)der i£ they did. fb che». 

Coniidering Mens natural JPeajr of Death, and the 

certain Death that they &v fctsj^re thj^tn? it was tgr 

ther a Wondar, ithat foj(na9y cpnfefs'd and folW^4 

hipi as there 4^4 : And nptbiiig ^ut irrefift^Ie Evjr 

dence could have made fo inaqy wife and learned 

Men receive :hi9i under fuch Hw/lfl^ps. . ^ - 

If it be pbjefterf then, Th?kt the gteat^ Pact 'of 
his pwi) Age and l^ation dilid not ppebiy MOeJve^llis 
JReligipij: It is no Wonder that thegr didnqt, eoft- 
^dering the known Vipkednefi of that Age, and the 
grett ?exfy:9ficn tbery muft b$ar if tjbey yfy^^ of ft* 

There 



There i; no wonder in the Thing, if that be confi- 
oer'd riglitly' 5 :nor is thpre any difficulty In aflign-^ 
ins the« Reafonp. of their Unbelief; The Reafons 
w^re^ a &^drfli(ious Belief ot the DeviTs Power ivi 
feme V and ungodly PoHcy and Fear of thp %omant, 
in qtberi?-, and love of tjicir Places '^nd 'Preferment^ 
111 the Rulers: and in the People thti Reafons were^ 
love (rf Pleaftre, arid Caiies of liie World, and ^Bigot* 
Ify, and Supemition, ^nd Carekibefs, and want of 
virtuous p)ttrage, and fear of Perfecution. Thef^ 
fiars, and' Frailties, and Vices, in all Ages and Na? 
f ions, liave over-born xtwvf. a juft Man, ^d manj^ 
an4 many i^t^tebus Caufe \ and, by the Perm if- 
jfioh- of (Sod; who 4iadgreat Good to bring out of it, 
t^ey prev^it^d tp the Grucifying of our Saviour^ ^x\\ 
the long and truel Perfecution of hi& Followers, that 
pame aitejr Tfiim. » . , . 

'j^nd ae the ll^nre of ihe Thing, and the Tf&i? 
mofiie^ of aU idle firft Hiltories oAbe Churqht bear 
%rithe!%, thii: ifheie wer^ the true R^^fons, ]iyliy that 
JVg^t rejefted our Saviour, nptwithftanding be W^ 
ezceeded^both idoj^s and'all the Frophets in bi$ Mi^ 
nciasi 66d AiinijgKty hath oonfifatd this Judgrp^li^ 
pf ttienr Ca&, by the fearful and ama^g E)e0j:u^i5>Si 
♦bat lie fiiit upon tbaf People. V 

And tfigt-ft the truii ^ofWer to be given Xp ttif 
Unbeligf of ^at Age. Gcd hiniifiif hath given jj: tlte 
jofteft of aJl Arifwers. In that ^my Ag^ Qp4 d|!- 
fcjoy'd thofe People^ their City, aijd Tei»pJe, ^- 
cording as otir tdefied Savipur^^ ^in the midH; of hi3 
lBbf&rfif)gs, defelar'd he would : For as |h$ me^jr and 
ratient Jefus was led out to his cnidt JExecutiag, 
TOoping^ jinder \m Crofe, thro! the Streets of J^rufa- 
i/S^i^, an^ many devout W4:)mm weeping ao^ 

^mentin^ fhei^Deathtbatlie was iuiB: ^o^ng tpfvtf- 
ffr. He tum'd to them, and without Dqefiion, or ? 
Tbrt^en ^^d; llut yruk tfe'e<fwiedGrayity and Piety 

ft 4 that 
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that he alWa^s fpok<? wttli» fkid h^i ^I^btfrrhf 
feruJnkm^Weep rtotf^ me^ but vse^for yMf^oei 
$ndfi^&your CbHiren : For the Days are timm^M 
yhiclrtUfJhatf^^^ iUBdrre$iymtW(^Kii 

that never bore y nM t^eT^s that nevet^ gave f mis 
Bdbre that he had ftiretold the &me Thiog^ andiuiJ 
added^ that the Deftru3ioii bf their then fiourifl^ 
ing City and Tetnph (hould be fedb u Wodld ust 
leave pnr^Smne upon arndfher s Aiid >» God haw 
manjj^ a Time, in orfier Cafe, madepthe^d^g W^^ 
6f rirfitemii Men 'to be true Proplieci^sl a^l^^ 
tbdr Oppireflbrs, hie made our Savkmr'f ^Wowi' td 
be fuch; to th^ Ai!dhifilment of th^ ]^hoId€i^ii.:^ TSbm 
fam^ Seneration tt^ heard hk Prc^Aidcj^v fiifir^aflii 
fek the De'ftru&ibh : i/!U!id it was* #ith £k£ fp«dt^ 
ing CircumftanceS) tfiat there hath takiS^f bte&mt^ 
Thing fike it fihcc^^^e W*dd bcMa /tbtf^^a^ 
ihat, as they had q&tf madfe his Mi^nti^ l^x^ 
ffieir Salv^tidUi if prcnrMSa Stdne l^^uoi the^t. 
to Powder. . ^^^4 

And therefore let us eftabliih o^rfelve8 in our holy 
Faith, by the Confideration of Uiefe Things, and re* 
joice to diink, Jiow true, how jSncere and wellr 
grounded its Hopes are. We fee our Fore-fkthers did 
not lightly take up an unprov'd Thing^ when to the 
Laws of Reafbn and Nature they receiv'd, and adr 

'^^^.rM^i'?^^)^}}^^^ this for. the National Rdigioa 
of our Country : And therefore, let us riot biily ir&- 
ceive it in a formal Way, a^ a Thing in Gourfe, but 
as a divine Law from Above^ to which we muft bow 
.^nd bend the Mind and Confcience. 

For our Evidence for it is in fprne Refpeds great- 
er and flronger than all this that I have laid aowa 
before : For besides thefe Arguments, we have tl^ 
Experience of our Saviour's Power, in leaking gqod 
his FromiCe of its Continuance^ . For he not Qn](7 
planted his S-eli^ion yiritb great Care^ knd watered it 

witl^ 
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%itlrbxi Bloods but declar'd, that incite of ManV 
je^%r>itfiiauH continue til^ his comuig agaiiQ to 
jj^dgment. It ihoald be oorruptra tnde«a git^Ujr & 
toA fet-even its own Corraption,. tbo^ 01I& viow^a^ 
tihUk k' ffloft, ihoidd not desrc^ it We hwe ^a% 
lorti.iti GotrQption grievous^ and its Gontinu^uDCMr 
^ all that, and its Reformation &> a happy 4^ 

I of Primitive Truth at leaft) if not of Vertuc; 

us add its ancient Tertue as urell as itsanaeht 
Dodrine, and we (hall have a farther Proof ^ its 
Tmdv in ibme • re^efts more convincipg $han ai^ 
ofthofe'I haye mentioned y([t. To the e^teri^l pn^^ 
ward Evidence vS Chnftianity, we fliall have add^ 
to internal SxPorience and Plearore in our own.Bo^ 
tm$^ This W)u be like an £arneft to asj» of that 
^vine Reward which is to fdlow after : i^id. in th^ 
hs^ of that, we fhall pals our Usiys witb^s ^uch 
t3i«arfalnefs and Pleafiire as wis (hall waqt^^ mk^ 
it^|^h ihWvCqqQ^^ to Go4 witbb;^ 
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Praifeye him aUhis Angels i Praffe ye him a^-^ 






JN.Ais I^A», Rro;<Z" or wboeyer was the- Att* 
• Kior of it, daJE upoij^ t^e Greatiires ahV* 
^Woirks of .Gqtfjiiif their fever^ ^^h ^^ P*^, 
God^^and^idi^^^^^ bei/ig Ae higlkft iii Order iiw 
BxceWeiieei he 'gives them the firflrf lice in this odf 
Work, and calls upon them to praife him, both- a* 
]one for their feveral Bleflings, and in thofe facred 
Bands or Uofts into which they were regularly di* 
vided. 

And as thofe plain Truths, which the Holy 
Scriptures teach us, concerning their firft Creation 
and prefent State, af&rd us many ufeful Le(Ibns» 

cpJJQcraing what we may hope or fear for our own 

Kature, that came out from the fame Hand, ana 
is under the fame Government^ a Difcourie upoa 
that Subjedl cannot be grounded upon a fitter Text 
than this, which doth not only teach us the Cer taint 
ty of their Exlfbnce, but places them highefi ar 
mong^ the Works of God. 

It is a Subjed indeed, that, above mod others^ 
«nmft ]^ begun with a Remembrance of our own im- 
peirfedt ^tatures^ which neither <An% nor ought to 



Concerning iVNGBLS, ajjt 

Siy.too nicely into it. When AUn^ab^ Siampjon^ 
Fathar,. ia t^js <i3thof Juige^^ WPuU ei:u]uire the 
^ifame of the ^gel that b^d appeared to bim^ that 
be might Ipnow who he wa« to give Thanks to^ 
when the Thijf^ that l^is had tpjjd mm fliould come 
to paf3 s laith that holy Spint, i\\ the iBth Yerl^ 
tl^hertfare evqumfi $bof$ after m Nmc^ ff^i% it h 
ftcret cr mnderjul ? By that ^nHver it ieems pro- 
h^le, either that it viras not Lawful for him to know 
it J or wa$ fo wonderful, that he could not under* 
fbnd it. 

The Author pf die Book of Wisdom alio gives 
CaotioQ, that IS fit for us to fceep in Mind, when 
we difcourfe nppn fuch Subjedfas ^ the 9th of Wifiom^ 
Jipth pnd 20th Verfes, & rdly da voc guefs a-rigbt at 
Things that ate upon Eofth^ and vnith Labour do wc 
jGtfi th^ Things 4bat are before us ^ but the Things tbaf 
nreinHewen^ who hath fear cbe a out? Sudi fecret 
Things tW^i^i^ belong to the Lord^ ai^d to hin^ 
Ikmft be left i but thofe that a^e revealed belong tp 
ns ai^ td^ <^ Cbildreq, that we may form ana 
frame our Li ves, accordii^ as they make it to be 
needful fpf us: And concerning the Holy Angela, 
theft Poi;irs aire taught us, 

"TheHr El^iftetQce, their Creation^ manv of dieir 
Qpalki^ \ the Innocence -of fome, and the Fall ^ 
others^ f{>e happy Minifiration of the Good, for the 
j^epefit b^ good Men^ and the Tempt^riotis^nd D^ 
^icesof th/^ Bjid. 
^ lit F(9 the certain Exifteoce of ^irits in General. 

t begin wil^ this, b^aufb in our Sayiouif's Titne^, 
jAiere was a Sed of Sadducees^^ that believed neither 
Angel npr Spirit $ and fome in c^r own Ages are 
^id to believe jis little I And ^ ^^ i^ the tooeafjr 
Credulity of fome that tjsaipts thefe Sadduceei to 
deny tqK>^udi \ and as credulous People lade them- 
felves ^yfithidangeri^ are dijp 

honouir 
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bonoarable to Providence, and hurtful both to' tbeur 
KeighbouriB and tl)einfelV(te ) I wrill iirftpr^miTe;'^ 
way pf i^aution and Giiard, That we ace-iiot tt» 
tiuitk, that whare-eyer we find the Wtwd Aag^ ot 
"J3&ft>//in Sciipttjre,Veare iihmediatehr to ^hiilk'^ 
l^e^s of a good br eirir Spirit really aatng ia PerUbff. 
The Word AfigeL ftom iy^t^i in itfdf « ffgnt! 
lonljr a MeJfeajpTf Af^fih^ Nuncio^ or ¥redcher\ -k 
%tt!r'd t6 denote,' ifOHD^mes, fome reMarlcabk mj^ 
laculaaj Token of :God's Prince v fometim* '(bih'^ 
IPrb^t/or Minifter ading in hit Name j and^fi»»^ 
fijn^s bhiy dead Tnftittthents, that he malees Itl^^^ 
fdr the executing of his Will. The? Pillar of fQ 
that went before the Ifraelites^ is caU'd Gdd's J^^f, 
^s'Chrift ^s called the ^ Afigel ofG^x G^*i» ♦ (^ 
the )^mffers otBtJhefs of th6 Seven Churches in thbfe 
tifheldtiorts^ ate called the An£els of thofe Chttrch^ 
|!iiid^jthe Winds and blames of Fke^ w^heii-us^ ; i^ 
Cod'a^l'yf^/ tbt*acSusV or Rodi te -^mxfy »W, 'ii^ 
called Ood's Angels or MeiTengers to us. And witn 
Kf]b^ tb the e^^BjpiHts, in a lafgd Sehfe, all-bif 
eafe were by the ^x attributed t<i the Devil 'j^ 
kM Works^ and in ^t Days, all Temtotatidns - to 
Sirf a*fc4nd not fti^ftfy, jn*ta{feorieaHy, atteal 
affifibr* to TiiiTv-, MW? W be alfo a veif great and ui, 
^itbted Ttutb, whatBtrJ*)»MtclU««,lM«>«r/yMiA 

' -l rtSy add,farth*i^Thttt"whettJ the W<)rdS Smk 
stiitf ©riiif/ are'aaualiyinJide ufe >*§ nhey' do^^ d^ 
-crftalnM^ffirte i&> -thSt 4t wis a Dlwi/; arid ifot ^ 
' bad Wii that i^^in««iM^1fi fach^l^^. ' tiletW^^ 
Satan^ m its firll 8t|nykatio», kiiA\T^einfot'^ 
vef/afJY and iti tMOU Ti^a^fit^ "^hia^h^fl 
tfanflift^ lb, unlefi "feftie ftrong 'Ret^bn, and ml 
Girctt^ftaticei bfthi^Plae^ deterrttii^ it toiiieatt« 
feHFS^t. I Sdm.^f. 4.\ The -fjoidsi of ■ tftfe 'm 
HmikfvrMA iiatCi0tLm>id tofi^ with thenij-^ ^ 
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r^.legftia theB^ttle) h€| flippld prove Satan^os 
^ Jiifien^tQthenu In the. 2d Book of Samuel^ tkini 
^foft ^ faiiie Word, of Im. own Brietluren \^ Te Spks cf 
^eiiriab) fl^^ iir^ ye tjfis P^^:.^ra;«r^ S^i^^ :^v: ^4^ 
vcrJMgie^ ti^f^j In the 109th jg/Jf/^r 4th Veri^^i^ 

fhouav ungo^y M^ to he Uul» oj^r him^ fmrfn 
$atM^and at hk r^kfMa^d* Biit if tb^ Wot^JSor 
Uff be pat k(tp Engltfl)^ as thj^^^ate karn^ BijQiOp 
p4tf:uk:^^:i%.)Xi hi^: parapbr^fe, i it m Acr jtp b? 
jandqrflQQd i^rlbis mose n^toQ^} S^sfe ^ Let thi^i^i:Qx^ 
J^smthajBcap-be /oundj^ tpi.hesii: (Wi 

^ (^aufe \ and let biis moft walkicm Adverf/nyj^^zii 
Ijaiipft hi(Q. f . . ! ' f 

And> tt^t . give^ us an obvious Realbn, .H^bj^PV^ 
JSiaviour calFd- St. Peter by that Kame, Marks. 39^ 
Gfitibee belnnd nte^ Safan ^ or, get thee behind m<^ 
my Ejpetny v ^^^ ni tbi^ tW iavourefi: pot t|!^ 
things tha^t :1b^ of God, but tbe^^ Things that be; ojf 

So the Word ^iufi»\H» or Pevil, in its. pcppe^ 
^nC^ £gfx£^ only Slanderer or i&lfe Accujj^ 
,^Tiin. 3-riv.2, 3.. KnmtbHy that intheJafi^Dofs 
fierihus Tims JhaU come : ¥arMenfi4ll be^u^>ers.^ 
ihelr own ffiwsr covetous^ xxitbout AfeSioffy Tt^fff^ 
fire^kersr Ai^l^9?^ifal/e Accuferu Again,- 1))*^,;?^ 
^4 Speak thM the Thit^s that befmcjound Da^rtfie^ 
that the Aged Wometi be w Bebavmr^ as.hecm^es 
J^owledgBi not Aii^S^h notjalfejucufers^ kf^gnjM 
\p much Wine^tox A^d homErajfrnus^ and t^Jpren^ 
Protefiant Tnmflators, put the 4th of Ephejians 27th 
Yer(^ the fame Way, and with nipdi Reafc^x: J^/** 
tier give place to the Devil \ i\^ do not |)y the 
jSinsbeforernmn'^ or: ^ny other fuch-liki^, giV? Ocr 
lafion to the Sianierers to repjcoadi pur Keligibn. 
$<ihn 6* 7. flave notlchojen yeu Ttnelve^ anione^f^ 
ym ia a Devtl^ npt ft DeviJ literajly^ hitJi^mT 
wicked Traytor \ as &lfe as the Pevil can maka 

him^ 



bim. Speirking 6f thfe GbsLm&dc of a Giergjrtli^ t<i 
Ik ordaitied, -after hbvittg ciiltion'd r#^^>^ %iiiifi 
•dnritting Acm too Jrbting, he pit)ce«!s, Marewef^ 
he mttfl have a good Report tf them that ^e if^itbbiBtt^ 
lejt he fnU ikto' Reproach^ ^rtrtf the Snare if the Bltvfi^y 
i Tim. 3. 7. It is verjr oWbus^ why Wiilitirtg ^ 
good Report, (hould give Skndrters an O^ipbithmt Ji^ 
bf obftruaing their Miniftry 5 bht. \vhy tile De^if; 
for that Reau)n, (hould have mcHr^ Pbvi^er bV^ ^njT 
verttioas Perfbn, is n6t (b ofcVibos. And to name 
but one Place more ) A Woman, who had heiti bow^ 
fd ddwn, was faid to have bem bobnd by Sara4 
Eighteen Tears \ but then it is vifible, our Saviolir 
iw^ fpiikein that hrge Senfe, in#litch they at-^ 
tribtit^ to the Devil all Difeafo, evfcn Death itfelC 

But I will not add mdrfe fcftanfcesj Iho' I mi^t 
add hDiny : For thb' they. Qmfiie itf that wayi afc^ 
cording to the Guftoms dF that Age, it wbiild not bfe 
prudent for us to (peak in the fame, fince ill Ufe' 
ftathbediniade t>fiti WWri the Expreffiotis that 
ft. Pimi had us'd aBotlt Fahk had beeil pervcttedi 
St. yofkes, by the Wifeldm ^ivfen to Tiim of God^ 
tdugltt us to (peak ^ith teorb guard fc* the Time aF- 
tierwatd- And finct a very pernicious and blobdj^ 
Ufehadi been made of the Phrafcs ahd Miflkakes a- 
boutthe Devfl, they are furJely thfc Tbundeft Ghri-^ 
ftians, and (bbereft Int^pitters ttf "Scripturej whd 
are fparfhgin the ITfe oJr4t ; and neviir introduce a- 
rty Spirit^ but where ^thfey find z real Sfea df aii^ 
inviiiWe iritelkftnal j^gent. 

But as 1 mentxqh tl^eie Things only in way of 
Caution or Guard, Khali pafi over m^ny behers of 
l3ie lame Nature, and proceed to tWe Particulars pro^- 
pos'd 5 the f'ijrft of which is, Thie certain Exiftence' 
df Spirits. 

^ And for this there is the Bfelief of all Natibfti^i 
without exciting one: Thfert ai* thft- iumerbus 

Fads 
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]^a£b tliat ate dbhe ty' Agents fopematttra! •, add 
there is the Reaibn and Juldgminit ot etir evim Minds: 
For who^n belfewor imagtiie, that oiair wtefc i^d fin- 
fel RaceflWMiJd be the Heird of the Creation ? Who can 
irhink, tfcat iii tbc whofeBcileof Bfeii^Sj oiir httthan 
ISI^mte^ditld Mit the Kv^iefl: ^ aDd that God ihdali 
lia*^ 00 bcttetGifeitares thaii '•re are, that know Ht^ 
OT nothing either of him or his Works ? W4ib can 
TOppofe, th^t dor infeded^SckPjr, 5ifturbed Region, 
•ftroald be full of Creiture^ with Life and Seflfe, ^xO, 
ahi^ Degree rfRdifott; and all tliepure, Jmin^nfe 
arid tefeffial R%gi<jfts above, flteuU be without any ^ 
ahd !)h4t even tlie utoft ikcfed Place of God's higbeft 
3Preftnce, Ihoild not "have Grfeaturfes, as mirch more 
excellent than we are, as the Place itftlf is moreglo- 
'rious, and letter for an exalted and happy Life.' 
iThefiattir^^Jadgment of fobci^Men, and the Gii^ear 
"tlkt t!hey make froni thfe Analogy 6f the World, 
-iraife them np to To toflch Faith and Belief of ^Ai*- 
*^gels, dr iirtwble Spirits \ and the facred Scriptures 
pat the Mattet beybi^d Cblitroveify to evdy €tui« 
^-ftian Man. 

And to tiameibme ftw Texts out of theft, Tfaim 9J 
5. ¥or thou hofi made him htle lewer than the Angeh^ 
^tocTMn htmtoitb Glory and Uenow^. Plalm i58: 17. 
'The Cbartets of God are Tvoentylhoufands^ even Tbou^ 
farids of Angels % the herd is amongfl them, as in hit 
hofy Vlace of Sinai. Matth. ?5* 41. Depart from me^ 
ye eurjed^ info everlaflingFire, prepared for the Devil 
md his Angels. Hek 1.15. But to which ot the An- 
gels, faid he at any time. Sit on my right Handy tiH 
^ I make thy Enemies thy Footfiool^^^ Are they not aU 
^mm firing Spirits^ Jent forth to mnifler for them who 
fhaU belieirs tf Sahation ? ver. 16. For veri/y he 
'took not on him the Nature of Angels 5 hut he took on 
^him t%eSeeidfAhvaiizm. 2 Pet. 2. 4* For if God 
[pared not the Angels that Jinned^butcafi them doom 

- ta 
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' tp Uellj ^ni ieiiver'i them into CbMt4 Xyirhnefs^ W' 
'^bcrefcrvdmtoji^iment. 

Theie Texts are fo plain, that no craft or Farce 
can bend or ftrain them to another Senfe ^ bnti all 
muft confefs, that they fpeak of both good Spirks 
and bad allb« A Man muft deny the Scriptnies 
, themrelves^ if he denies that thelfe Places (peak plaia* 
]yt>f Angels. ' '• - 

'fheSttx>nd Point proposed, is, their Creation, bgr 

' thj( fame God that gave us our Bdng % And for tUa 

, rile Very firft Veti^ oi Genefis hath been alvraira 

^ thought to belong plainly to this^ li^ the Bcgiftninig 

\G(d crcatii the Heaven and the Earth This thk 

' Fadleh of the Wtcene Council ri^ly interpreted^ 

That God was the Maker of all Things, viftble and 

; invifible. And in this thev have St.l^aut going be* 

foire them for their Juftincation) CaL i« i6. h^i^ 

him tiere aU ICblngrcreatei that are in Heaven and in 

\ Earthy vijible ani invijtb/e^ tobett)er they be Tbranes^ 

or Damnronsy Principalities or If oaers % attTbif^s 

vsere created by him and for him. ^ j 

it is true indeed, that fome Jetmjh Rabbintj isi 

vfe^ as the firft Heretkks^ fancying, that there were 

Worlds before this, even for ever; and that eveo 

/commcxi Matter was eternal, they muftinConle- 

guence (uppoft, that the Apgelic Subftances were e- 

V t^rnal alfo \ for if they allowed Eternity and nece(^ 
fary Eziftence tp the meaner corporeal Kind of Sub- 

- fiance, they could not but attribute the fame Eter- 
.nity to the nobler Intelleflual, whidi they plainly 
ikw to be of a Kind (uperioun 
The Manicbees therefore did Hot only advance 

V their Fear and Notion of the Devil fo high, as to 
. make falm ftirong and potent, and the firfl Spiping^ 
. Evil ; bnt to make his Eziftence naturals eternal, tti- 

dependent, and even divine, of as long Contimiiiiace, 

at lead, as^ the fupreme Being* 

/Bat 
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. iiioile atfehW'Ft)^ to pafii % (M twinUw^ w^ kfl^wtf 

Siift t>ei «^QaQy heceO^T' at ,aU f UAe^. ^n^ ip j!U 
iKatiter .Irioft b« not' otAy 'crealfj], bui CT^t<^- with 

tPrin^ipIei 'pi^ Hf^ 'M :plainV as uj^nytltf! n^m(K4 
Works tb»t flte;^(idii^d fitpiRvit,-. For via 'tlve>]|irin: 
i'iPait» dfM^et tlxlt we can iiailt«> i^tot^ooljMiei^tion, 
fheire a^e ifitatid/ if> I'mtiyi be at^w'd ju^ to,iv«ii.tu;(a 
their J^jtes; th(/ fcp« fcri^uf ifc ^yar^*$f -pf ;ijii^- 

foUrini : AlKdtodfc wu}- <^|al}tiNs^ j^^; ,p^; jAKtynd^ • 

nil and.'lintccountatQe.' By thj^. /di4>9^!d.#pd ia;(d 
Sn Qjffdor'liy' the>wk« Greacor,. JiKitiipUt m^<i\ follow. 
logMitadevMsrtteriiecbjhtfisib^'fowli^ii^ P^<;s, 
1*^6 fitftrwnpntai (tt'£ir<:4n2jCauii?^rHi|c^;.4iQ!|ia:.c>f:»U 
itwioijis Works t^iat «^ bcfaodd ia tjbe ^iptei^ P^rt? 
pf;^ UtiiveirC!* HovirrasiMui jMdilf c^ptifcand a- 
^oris ifheOiatofrV Povmtv d»<^ke fiis5fi^'4;W©jk8 of 
itli^ CreaiidiDv do We tfoc f^c i|'4a«<>^e^t]jr, ip.tlie 
^fitftjPtfi&cjIfll^s ^ DavK kde :antir. 1>99^9«((^ tb?^ }}i^ 
\iW<»ide«?.Wrfwve of ibiT'Ctail^ocs.l^ % g©ii?g 
f>2c|:w^ I'tioqr Eia&h)9tiMllk'#}ti» pcfl^ed .Pip- 
'<9DftiQki8,<%ar'^ £tft rCadD» liot fM^jiduct!: . ithem^ So 
'iar fta|fe^tv!tlM^i^ "iti^uincBt g(d«is §tC9ngtb, asd 
^n^MdlcrtO'llie OceaiMb Honour* . Forasria a Qn^W 
^t^ii a ^tt^|^u^bti^ <lee$ inoce;W^Dd<^ than in 
'tigmMmf^rSaMtht ^rft' ElemieBts of ^hat $^.^, 

'iKi^'ft91*moce8fi6mQlfdjQt6iii^x.wl4& Mrv^d 
J" S ' minute 
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minute Pftrts there can be^ diat can Qprr(tj(^qd lief 
verally and di&in&ly to thoie proper Parts of the 
Seed,, and force thdr EQeds by regulai: (ind W4I pror 
portipn'd Caufes* All we can lay i^ Hiat ^Goi^^f 
Power and Wifdom are infinite ^ an4. d]at;j[t,\i^ 
his Work to pitoduce the firft Matter (b curipys, thajt 
in his Hand it might be powerful and efi^dual for 
all the following Operations* Unnrepar'd /ana 
worthlefs Matter would onty have produced a worth* 
le(s Q)aos of Conftifion^ And fince it hath pfodvt^ 
ced, not Confufion^ but fuch Flowers and Fruits, aiji^ 
'Works as we fee^ we mull acknowIedgo» That eve^ 
ty Part of Mbtter, whether great or Bttle,, is ju£E 
fuch as the Creator was pleas d^to maike it. 

And now to bring dus Digredion to the Aigi^ 
ment that is before ns : If Matter^ if dead and pai^ 
live Matter, be yet of (hch .Excellence wd .Per^ 
fedion, as to fiiew the Creator s Power apd Wifdom ; 
how much more muft the Angdick Natures, th^ 
are of a nobler Rank, having » near Refemblanoe^ 
or lively Image of the Divine Nature ujpon them ^^^ . 

So far therefore we may behold the Truth of our, 
hdlv Religion; with great Pleafiirie. We fee Reafon aa! 
well as Soripture teaches us^ That as the.Free-tfiink*( 
ers of our Age faU into the fame Trapks orreaibi^^ 
. ing with the Mamchees, or free-thinhrf ,oi ib^, 
Tinie, fb they are both erronious \ and th^ aQ kindi 
of Matter, or Subflance, or whatever you willqdl, 
it, even the Angelidc Sabftanoes, jreceiv'd their Be- 
ings from the great Creator* IJnlefs Cod ha^ pleaa'^ 
there never had beep any Ang^i fo^ tl]£^ ^f^ 
their Beginning from the friee Gift ot (h^ ^, 
.well as we, and 4tfe Fellow^re^turjes udth . u^i 
And the Dfty when they receivM their BeiQfflL.ifw 
by many thought to be the jfir^ Pay of th^ Qren*"^ 
tion of our Earth \ if at leaft that fimt>ay, qr that. 
'Phrafe in the Beginmng doth Qot take in a longeri 
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"Space thaif ;a £>a7 doth- To be fare thejr wefe 
.made, either on tmit Firft Ds^ of that great Week, 
9r iodner ^ifor nt^ith Songs of Waifes they celebrated 
the Hoaoqt of God, as qe niade the other Parts of 
the Earth : /^ft 38. 6. 7. Whireupon. are the Founia^ 
ficns. cfjhfi Earth fafien'd? Or^ tviio laid the Corner^ 
0ane thereof I When the.Mormng'StarsJafig tcgethet^ 
^ni ail the Sons of Gcd Jhoutiedfar Jcy. With Afto- 
^dlhment tbofii hbly Beidgs beheld the Wonders of 
{jbd's Wif4dnr,^ Pbwer and Goodnefe, in our rifing 
World i and ^ith Shouts of Joy, as they mieht w^eli, 
|h^ extoU'd the Praifes of if s Almighty Maker. 

But as this not only ftiews them happy-; but 
majc^a opble Reprefentation of their Life anqi Wor* 
0iip J the:Er£ of u»ne of them is the next, or third 
Pmbt that ^, Scrtptnre teSKJb^ us ibt our Warning 
afid eamcfi Adnionition» r 

Hows, long they cohtinu<^d ; By ^hat Tratifgreft 
firaithejr f^: What tliejrcoaW find, that fliould 
itiake Bong$ of im:h Excellence and Wifdonij uneafy 
under the Goivemment of fo mild and kind a Crea* 
itt I What ihade their fallen State deferve (b littld 
Kty, that ereh the mercifu} Jefiis let them lie 
mibray'di for, without joining their Gafe with ours 
ii& uis gireat Work of Redemption t The& are Thin^ 
djat .: our prying Nature .would be glad enough to 
|pow$; biit wfaidi the holy Writ«s hare not been 
|iiWdwere4 to teach lis. V 

, ^etfr Lmbati^ Father of the Schoolmen, arid who 
ai jfelerve^l/ Qwn'd to have beeh a great Man in his 
iwy^ fiq^ib that they (qontihned but a few Mo- 
liients of Time^' JfumSm Tf^^/V, fei A one of 
tIbfelSdiopl-ftiep. That vary fliort Timedoth not 
ftem pvdbable } becaufe it gives nol^ fiiffident Room 
fiir G^deiatk)!!^ aid Ch(4oe, aud a free Eled:ion i 
Ahd mdH ceftasidy they hid a very juft Law" and 
iiurFkobitko^ gild their Trai%eflioa muft ha^e 

- S a had 



26o CencfiretHg .Ah q wv$. 

had foinenrerf greit AggrdvatioDj orithnr foIfdM^ 
ing Stac« of Diminittiaa had not been imvsi^Is. 
But as a particular Knowledge of tbeif S^teie not 
fieceflarf to our SalvafeioB^ I fiudl onlf ipe^ of it 
in the general Ww48 of.St. J;?i/^^ m the i^th Iherf^ dif 
liis Epinle -, Bui the Angels 4hat kept \nof ^h^n^ffi 
l^ate^ but kft their own Uahit^ti<m^ behaihfi^erved 
in everlaffwg (hnne ihiier D^Aae/s^ unto the Jkig^ 
nent cf the great Day. T^hatever Lo& thef< filffer"! 
in their feoond State^ tbejr feem to have- grcfatdr 
coming upon them, |>at|i by this Teiti, and by the|t 
Qpefiioa to our Savioior,: An $bou ccmetQ$ormeM 
US before theTimi 

^dly. The Fourth Point pn^ds'^ to bto 'oonfidtt^; 
ky their Natures and Quabties. And tolth^^bear 
!i great Re&mblanoB to the Soul *qf Maav' tlM Gon^ 
deration of our own Souls wdl leadtts4idilffeA^id t%e 
true Notion of thofe: QiaiiiiB»' in a Itw^ Hftjgsct^ 
which they poflefs in ab Wpheri : i i > 

And here we have, fir^ to «Qtifidery ned mjyljfe^^ 
and SenjfatiottjWtid St^mthn; and< ftmethtn^ "^vety 
likeThought and Itfiemory,. which ai« in'l^eGlrefi* 
turen^ but dee^ K^s^ini^ Confidence :d^ nai&r^ 
Good and Eiril, Fr^e^)^ lOontefiB^lalsDa of tb^ 
Creator ^ fiich Knowledge and Scfaaafieef of ti)e tJn|» 
Terie^ and th^ ieFeral JahaUtaBts e&\t^ at >niiM3b 
Soiomom fpeak, aa if the SifoUi d 4 vi^Ma^ G^0ei^4 
^hexehole Earth And as tbeie fiiiniaili9^iatiiiM 
are of a qvrite difiereait l^turs' fr^nl^^e bi^Bftij^ 
i nam'd heSat^ qf the hkx^m£u^9om^ 
us to die Tbou^fi of a noblef , ; adilie fifabi^ittbef 'Af- 
pertour topamWinfenfibie dead) Mmmi^* afid'lhat 
we take to be the Siibftance of tfa»> Ax^lidc ^Na* 
turesand the Souls of Mgit Afld^tila|«nl«fer]klllMr 
baye been permanent aiid laOSa^ lyid^? m^ Ifae ' lb 
vine Siippoft^ which thiObodosffr Sal <3odlia^ <k^ 
tinned to all Things, they wiQ be oxir^llnMi^lfaiill 

the 



: '.4 



viuiSraiuts 01 Joy, wiieiiGod.lai4 the Foui^eatioa 
ipfttif:iW(Wli}i^f»w^^$^iMl.c«iie atthelaftto 
»4gq-]^^W^ wilt i1^:wijt^ him} ani living been 
W*!!^^!!^ ^tats_ |pmc4 anf Qbodaeti in qU bia Way^ 
wsv will give him Pxaife .io Songa Ecern^L . 
y,-. Th^.,i;^In5*.#($ Cas^lities. therefore that Wf believe 
.osfh^ u)^ that >tli«7, are. Jffi'S'i't'Wii/ and 'MMorr 
/a/iyfffldj^hdi'fj^ifd qiiff l*t that great 5ov/>«<y>, aa4 
thqI^,)r^j{Vlptioq9 that ac^.tapght is fundry Places. 

tbr Mia-^^i^el^ vobm Imdfeenia ibeVifion at 

fhe_B^^0ijieifhi>ig cift/^d ja fiiejniffly^ raitebtdme 

^i^:tp^-TiH^i^ tbe^v^miilgMyi^offt Vxom, what 

^qf»4 PlM<-/rotvei; ha ^di (wjjw, bo diiSealty of 

^Hr'Wjiyi.fci jpturdeiWa i^fotidn. j - 

-, . Thf«,H{ih4cdliy!!inr QufiUty th«t (h^ Ji^y^.tbaC 

4o« ^pr^ftvi4^Uy flU!\v:)tMk great '£xQelleDce» 

tovc .u{|4 ^nd>;in^e OGj^more ^libk lOf >the heavy 

^VofotVDwtinioitslBo^if^ . Foiiweldboar, and 

j^. qiri sf J^^b, in wAlkitig flowj ftreryfliorC 

JS^ge^ Wie,a4e a Borden to the weary Bafts that 

<:;i(]fTy ustt:4ind,a few Mil^s-diftdnce oiake iu« Strom 

i^B^ u]^<il)^jib'4 M«ti fram our vevt^Hel^ima. 

■Ws-i^jr^jfij^ntheii Ifelp Afld Adnce-in; linger: 

^d i And our befft Fli^di may 

il, nor be able to hafteto u^ 

— • Bpt:we fbaU not always bl 

«. Wh«n>ovES(H)kibaUhave 

1A» Flefhi we doj^ rwC but 

^fpeO, UcatbeArfgelsAfGod. 

lUgels iUb re^^edita us, aa 

flfgreal l^ce^nd Power v Vfalm 10}. 20, 3«-j£wr 

f" w S^tiigfbj ^e Miitifters ef bit that da hit Pies- 
WtiTO (Sod eaTe one oi them Commiflion to 
&y thtfl Ff>;^-Mr» iQ £>)'pit btiEbie Morning, 
wu OEtf one left slive^ trough the whtdd Land. 
S3 And 
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And in one Night, aa Ai^ dcfiroyM ^ wboH 
Hoft of the Aj^itas. 

•ithh-lheYttK doobtldf of ^(t»t:WSAnrn lad 
KnuwMdge: 2 Sam, 14. ap- Myljrrdit mje accord 
ing to the Wifdom of an Angei ofOfd, *tf knom ol 
Tbiagi that are ta the Earth. . ■ r , . 

And this mufi almolt liecdlarilr foUov fiom x\uat 
Esfy Motion, and capacieus Facolties, and kog Da- 
ration : For the great ignorance that is mMJui» is 
not altf^ther to be diarg*d upon hi* Vocxgndtv % 
but Shortnefa of Life, and the Di&dvaai^ mtli 
which w« fee thii^ We live but a yttle w^le t 
bnd are ib confin'd b/ our naturaI'''Wea]Die& ai^d 
imper&d; Sight, that th6 gceatd^ Waedmt feet but 
very little, and koMM biit little of «f^ he feeK 
U'e can neither judge of Things at » diftance, not 
»-e abk to Ko near the greateft Part of tUngs tbftt 
we vaat tolcnow- OwdullEyes can flrfthar be^ 
a bright Objed, nor fee a Httle doe, tior ptercb 
through the thinned Cct^m of thofe that li« with 
moft Advantage before rtiem* We cah neithtf fie 
God, nor Angels^ nor oar own Souls, nor tKeStairy- 
FirmaiBEnt, with Ability to judge ^wfot we lee> 
)ior the heavenly Places, fitit i»w Was-it^mittod 
to usy as it was to St. Plmi^ to be ciu^up and poQ 
into the Third HeaVeA, snd'tofee tHat, notfcv tie 
Jotgth'df^Fitc^VilK^^'tjutaE liHlgas^'the An^ 
ftate,; in a ^cftnpos'd Tempa: arid peiKd Xift 5 Hat 
Soul ogMan then, tbo*' with onty tb^ 'FR^alties it 
bath' oow,' would not Ik 
in Blindhefi, as it new is 1 
dit^ 'Advantages, would' 
it would he ifioft certainly 
•itenfine muft the Kiiowl 
liare beheld God's Works 
Pjwem? -Their Wifdbifi^E 
fbat iOod ^aa change tfa«m 
'-■'■ ■ ^-- ■'■ ■ i" i ■ j^oranc^ 
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fgil(ik^iic6 O) ' miirjr Points tbat are above tbeiir 
Reach V 'but compar'd with ours the Extent of thar 
Knowledge fi almoft ^bove Comparilbn, and itsCer* 
teiijf y « like Sight and Vifion. Thofe of them there*' 
fcHTii.th^ delight in Liesmufl be dang^dus Enemies ^ 
and the good Spirits mnft be noble Inftrtiments of 
Cbd'sProv'idenee'and Works, and ealily able to turn 
Things: in(6 thofe Chatin^^ into whiefa God fhal! 

Other .t^dnts that we .ate! tauglht concerning them. 
inSttiS^ i4 while t f^ p the good' Ufes* that we 
^tonikke 6f this' SaMeft : For ^rctjr 6ne will be 
a^ to'eil^guire, What tnref ences caqr w^ dfa^^ What 
tMties^dbi Mre owe> And what Ad^ftfag^^'can we 
niak^' tif this Knowledge > Have we noV*^ Reafbn to 
fear and tremble before the Bad ^ And ihoald we not 
ibfifo ' ujQ. pur Worfliip and Prayers to flie 'Good, to 
iebdbu^e them to the more Readinefiijittett Mini^ 
ibation that 6od has given them for .us? And the 
thief Points we are to learn^ I believe may be reduc'd 
nfidd^^Vhefe j^our Heads. 
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flrji^ We muft never 0nfider the^MJnlftration eK 
iher6f the good Angels tn:' evil, otherwifeihan as to 
i^^^rl^aith iii God and lus Providence^ and to 
draw W^^ith kfs Fear . and Doubtitog to pAt oor 
]Tiix^ in hiixjr : For after all ow boafbd Knowledge, 
vhat dtr weknow of them certainly^' but that they 
"wt^tilfiVummiiXk the Hand of God. As the Sun 
.^and Surs^ and Vire and Ak-, and Tli^ues^ are dead 
B^u^iimf\ thefe are llvif^'htflrumentsj but ftiU 
^^>^^^/:rinrthe Hand of turn, who is a^Qeair to 
)tif aslii^ are; and could (^Umfelf ad all without 
<th^,^»he did not chufe rather to ^ve them that 
l^uiiftratioa for Reafens that We know iv>t. 
^ If tyik; we think and (beak <£ them, fb as to mag- 
niQr'Go^^ whoiisfirv'dby facb noble Attendance. 

S 4 If 



ei54 Ccncernm^^^^'GBx^^ 

If wc t^uvkof tliem. to as.tp.fii^ \ 

God's partkuUr Providengp^ tf^^ « 

to takf .Qre ot any Pe/fo^ tBat 

teflion, fipefhe hath .^j^ihted K 

&k» his own ^0 be , caijiguaUjr f mj 

vice : if wie make this W^^^y'^ift fc 

%he heii Ubs t^t can ^ :^B9/ ^^ 

fiore fpUc^Pjety for _tHe?f jjj^tits; 

But if we let our wobd'e'r and Eu 

%^ at tl)^%.a4i4 l^ycj^o^ ^5 £ 

M;n4<,,.(!^jire our Me4itatwffi ^iri 

much) ■ve■,^h^ixh ag^infi tbejl^de 

Itnow, ,ti»t p9<iis «le, P^le very pfprifjL-jtp i^de 

(, ■ Jpo m«^ i^y" Errqup {li '|lu» J^ttiir, Tlor^Si 
' would ^:a(.pery daligeroiw^on^) let tl^e.ymJOT'pf 
^aicob's Ladder -Be our .Sjubl^' W fxpla^ (^ !)(tri^ 
yha Angfls afcoidetl an'd^&fenaed j lmtliWl''"|va3 at 
the He^i" and the' MdT^"^ that aig^;,j^r£Awbi: 
wettfiom his Pleafure. Again, 'tiio Mrafjarirs^' 
*»iW. Tiiiffl(fevwqit.tqt;ate hsdan 

Ao»UfW,^pp bejOTe-^mi he raadeiha.'Pr^yer 
to Gq^ ,ftpd «ce}ii'd Ai^wm ftdni him, .'Fprai God 
^hi^ ,niia^«.,i^v^ tV J^iull:^^ o</^8 Fow^ 
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|EHf to tfaipk, tliat they are ever flqur or baclcurard 
jitfahr ^oGd Office ttiejr are emplev'd in fcir bur Af 
lichee i t|ie7 ^cdirij^ ^bout out tlwelfhigs to do ii« 
ibi'f\W0 catch ii^ firiijn Dabg^i i ! jprOfper our 
^af s"i' irgoiee at biii'CbfaVtt'fiotti , and when we die, 
fhey toy our ^til8;iF|odd, to tli6.PUee of Hapi- 
iiiftWsV?! Wfe WitUWa .'ftom theni thirefef e Efteem; 
Hfid tbfej'and JtnWBh' of their /V'ehifes, weard 
tooiullatid flow in "lifid^ iDuties tliat Become us'i 
tii'tWftdlefiat^ts,; •is' yai as Pipiftr, gi^e'thei^ 

fM-i K!nff^ 0f H(jfto(if,^^d ^ve%atife td Oo^ 
A'»VMs?a fb'eittbte them -foiiiaiiy- ways for 

. WHat Is it th^ tM We deny, and dare not give 




Supreme' itiiig- and oursf And did ev^r any Holy 
Angf 1 defii^ this froi^ us > Can ^ny Slan4rous Tongue 
ftana SJrth and give fivlSeliee, ' th$t. ev«f aiw gbod 
Spirit d^iif'd or fiiffbr'a liiijbfllf to be "ttTorihipped ? 
Thfe Xyt^^ indeed hath oftfenj attd offcr'd'our Savi- 




. deraM ^ ^ I ioiBtiof fidit'cfity BrtM\ arid i^ thou 
mlt i0kJi Ifuryit-ff^irini^'- tbou'mji pffh- it id the 
. to>^i. ' M'the A^iil, ikaiii, Aat.a^rM bSt. 
Jiibitt'^A tfte Ijihof R^t^. v«r. lo. AnilfeUM hk 
'. f'eitrdWoi'(hip him ian'thjaii unto ine, fee ^ouio 
V '\tm'i-\ am tb/FeM ^ruaUt ; dai tf if^'Brethren^ 
C/ which, ■ have the- T^ftip^..^ -/c/*^ i Worlbip God. 
<.■ iAiwJ ttiiy. we after this'S? w bold Wittf our Maker^ 
>'^l,to''cgvide buJr'Wbi^i^.betwixt bto and them > 
"iSljf^We ieavfe tt^^ jiltter 'and hiettfir Heform'd Re- 
1t^;0f^ P(oteftaqt, Jh; this Kfatter^ and make 
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Prayers to an Angd, that for ought we know xqsl^ 
be far ableot from us, and not know what ^ are 
iloing? If we do,, we. may^ provoke Ood's t|ealiyi3l[(ir^ 
aod Difplfi^ure, and nooft Wl^ tranfgieiiB die I^du 
0f Inf Appff^^ Col* % \%. hetno MmJ^efiuihyau^ 
four Metaar^^^ . ia .a . yoltmta^ Jiumilityy and War/bi/A 
ping j^geiin i»&^ng into fhoff Things xxhkh bfbaiB 
ffql feen:,pai/f^^i^d up by hkjkjhfy Mind* ; r ^ 
I . But Papif& that do makp Prayers, kndj^viWoc* 
fiupK ta ^mt&|i|i^d Angels ke^, , fuch Texts',^ iheH 
&re in l^W/f^^apd read. them 4 j|^ that Tongiie catbe 
People V or' elle thele Scriptures wou*d Iwrihg theip 
^.^le to..the &Qpe xight Betvivioiir that hoth oursj 
^nd other Kcf^ HoaoBi^ and 

food Will tsbiijwda Angek but no Prayers , or Altarp 
) tiieni;.Vldtippur them, but tV'orfhip Cc^.. , -?. 

, &d/?i/v,^JVswe:Worflj not the good Angels, fb 
/TeiAer Iet>W be jn ovet-i^eat^Pread or TenorV ^ 
fear of the jB^d ones. The Prpph^ |(&itf6 ^^t^^^ 
Chap. 8. i^l\ Salsify Go4 invcfur Hearts^ andkt bim 
be yeiir Fear^'^4 ^^^ bim pc ^y our Dreads A^^ 
Comparifoaof bim,. feac Bothing elCe either in Life 
or Deathi./^tfr is the fironp^ Paffipn .of Msai% 
^ihd, ahj^ t% ftroD£^.^lpri^^^^ that^t- 

iher captivatci^. or hFM^ oh^ ^.^8 in . th^ Power of 
another ^ .and if we &ffk etii^, our o#n FplKes, or 
any.wroi^^ NjotioM to fil). our Minds with grekii 
Ffars of i evir Spirits, tl^n w^ hayp of God, ^in^ 
make them as!^ |:erriUe,^ !ai^ ourfelyes/ as^miftrab^ 
beforethefi^, as ev'n the evj^ S^iti ^n c^ire l^te^ 

'us* • ' M ' . • ■..'■. 'y ■ . • A * • • 

i addthisi,?s, i Point'^p bft well poiiJfidcrM -, b^ 
caufe many receive HeathejaijDb Stflf ie^, that t\ie Holy 
Scriptures neirer tau^t them. • TVhen tW Sun, g?* 
dowA and the Wild Beaft^ cotne out.or th^ir J0en&^ 
evil Spirits the/ think come' oUt at the iadie T^fc 

from 
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i^om thdr hidden Places, and Roam about tbe Darlr^ 
ib fright thofe they meet with. Church-Tardg ana 
defolkte Houfes imy &ncT are much haunted mtb 
Ohc^s and evil Angels. The Tales they haveheard, 
hzve made their Minds^ like Rooins painted with 
Devils, and whenever they are afraid in the Darlq^ 
thetyrC(Hnrupte4 Imagination brings thofe firft into 
their Minds, '^s a ^oior l>^^/(?r thinks every Buft 
a B^ylifiPi thefe thmk every Bough a headlefa 
'Beaft.; B&t ^e. ther^.,th^ Scripture Dodrines con^ 
cAhihg Devils? .'Have Prophets or Apoftles ever 
taught us fiich Fafts aS thefe are > What the Holy 
i^pbets have taught us of them, is, that they ai« 
Etbcutioners of fome of the greater A&a of God^t 
Jufi:ice. As all the Parts of the Creation ^ fo tliqf 
alfb,^ when he feesiit, are InflxumentS: in his H^nd 
to fulfil his Will i and if that be the Cafe, they are 
ttot afraid of tl^e pghi or Daj/: }iijs>t m\} tf^e &« iii 
bis Brightnefs turn away their iFaceSt ' j 

But they are not thefe Mefle^gers of God's. Pleat 
fure, that credulous Men have their Thoughts ib flil! 
of, but imaginary Creatures of their own making; 
And if we let either thofe as what is really tri^e of 
Jhe evil Spirits, get ground upon us,, till they have 
a^greater Share of our Fear than God. hath; Ibdi 
l^ears are an unfortunate Depravation of the. Mind^ 
and a greit Approach towards the worft part of the 
Iflerefy of the Mamche^s. They advanced their Do- 
arines of the Devil's Power, to, that degree, that 
thof they fiipposM him lefs than the fupreme good 
Being ; yet they bfeliev^d him (as I mention'd before) 
pernaly and the Caufe of all the Difeafes and JEvils 
t)f the Crieation. ' >lpw tho' we abhor that Dodrine 
<^cW it is mefttione<l under that N^me q£ Mmi' 
%iffn^ under which, the Church condemned it as a 
)fterefy^ yet if by different Notions ^nd &balQui 
Taldlf, we magnify his Power and PrelTeiice fb far, 
A - that 



that we fear him as.raadi as th^^ f/Uaii^t 4'^ 

IPVErtuDui' Men Itt their Mitid^b^ fo fiiUof puuo^ 
Frights and Tmour, ttiit. even tlie Se&fi of CJbd** 
fVovidence cftnnot ke&p theit Mitlds as fliea^ wad 
^jiTyin the' Darit A^ iheV ara-irftW. Light, tb*jr 
l^^ a S]}t(!e<>^ a'Vd-y oad Her^fy, and 'do:.,«V]f 
fcliaWit. ■ , " ■ " ,"■ ■ /, . ".r. 

' "Aad thewfore what the R:ophet iftuah f^e 19 
fte >w*,' with teftiea to God atia their Eneiiiie^ 
f bit tepeat. I a, ictotii time, ^th r^ QkQ ^a all Fean 
Whither. " 'Sd/iSify theXdr^ God ikjaur UiAris^ 
";W let him b^ your Rjr, AM Ut hm. he your 
^-'Tireii. jJiK-vittUou/jy, aftdlaheMretafear bim^ 
^^'aiU'ihettfeafitothlfii^ e/ji b^^aiRed/ony either j}/^M 

f'at'Deviit.i ^ .■■ ; . " " ;.",/; 

'17«ri^, There Is a fartficy Leftba to U l«^rp4fc 

fttm-What the' holy Writers tfiath us concernio^ 

^oiii atid evil Spirits, aod that js. Unity ud^ 

GoorernmeQt. Ordet and Government are fo neceF; 

fitV to all reaf^abk Beings, that Wetl the Wifdoqi 

iind Vertne, eVenof good Angels, would ba de- 

iitfii^e without it j' nor doth the Pervertenefi, even 

s, ttiafee either Superiors or Iiiffr 

enl. break the Bond^of Order th^t 

;fer^e th?ir Stbtfe. How ineicoftr 

be, irwe let out Minds grow too 

1 due Subje&ion, and bow fur^ 

^^d Mifery be the Confequence > /, . 

:[ Government they have ^ aod^ia 

!, irifefior Spirits' have their Tio» 

36'd.of by the Supetiour, I ^e&oie 

1 will venture to deterniiiK' • fivit 

what Laws they have, even the perverfe Spirits 

bath fuperior and inferior, do^ fo.far obferve,' ai 

not tq'be much divided v and if they did not, oiw 

SaViour tells t^, Their Kingdooi could not flan^ 

• ■ How 
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fifeki to puiH^ Sa&tf ^>^ 8t)peridir» tn^y ^earnr^^ 

fir^dfPeace^Juft^lafid^jyty: Di^dedKingdoiil^ 
and quarrelfofiie Men, Inve one .degree of fexvis^t- 
tii&atovii^ i^^ VK&^eirer the % 




of the good and evil Spirits' aboift usv ire iiw^odn- 
fom ourfelves in the Belief of thofe great Things 
our holy Religion teaches us concerning the Immor- 
talitjr and future State of our own Souls. The Im* 
Iribfrality of Angels is a comfortable reviving Pat* 
l^n to give ns hope of oiir own Etertial Stdte: 
And their Ctre and Minifbatidn about us, l^t us fed 
that in both our future and prefent State, there ate 
Matters of great Moment and Value belobg to us. 
tf our' Bufhiefs in the IVorld was biily to heap iip 
Riches, and lade ourfelves with thick Cldy)' the ' 
good and evil Angels would npt concern themfelves 
to make one Man's Heap bigger than another^Sj 
and fince they do Intereft theifnrelves in our Lives j 
Since there is Joy amon^ the holy Angeb at the 
Cc^verfion of a Sinner^ andiihce the evil Spirits are 
as bufy- to ledt our Fall, the Reafbn muft be, be* 
caufe they tttiderQgnd Jiow^inigl^ty iexthe Confequence 
Otife way or the <rther.* There ^oul^ not be a War 
in Hfeaven about us, if all the Dilpute was, Whole 
Ck^ers IhotiM be^ fuUeft, and who ihould have moflfc 
of their Will and Pleafiire in this dying Life. 
Iheir Concern about our &)uls fhews the Talue of 
tlbm^ and'frdm their Concern about them, let us 
Icarii JiidgtHent, axid encreale our own Care, and 
^ ^ take 



370 Omcermng A kg els. 

take hMd fb to order oar litreflt, thtt dn^ tmi7 Apt 
fce CQEdGgaM to that State wfiicfa God hath prepare 
for the greatefl of thole mll^ritt^ and all hu^ la- 
Snunents of Evit I will coQdude all with alittle 
Variation, with ti^e G>lled: of our Chi]fcli> ^ 
Feaft o^ St. iUiV&i«/ and an Aogels. 



"> ; • .1 



\ Gai^ wbo bafi iprMiti gtid cof^iiutti tbt Ser- 
vice f of Aiigels aid Men in a mmderful Qti^^ mer* 
cifuttf grants that as thy Hoh A^gtls ahoa^s M ibn 
Service in Ueauenj fo an Earth they mcy ajjiji anijur- 
ther us in the Raee afai Geoinefs^ tbm^b ftfus 
Cbrift Mr LorJL Amea 
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DEFE N C E 



Of the Compassionate 

A D D R E S S 



TO 

PAP I ST S. 

S I Hy 

HAVING met with your Series in anfwer 
to my ComfaJJionate Aidrefs^ and confide- 
jEing that that was occafionally written 
in way of Letters to feveral Perfons j tho* I may 
rcafonably fuppbfe^ that you wiH take it in DiC- 
dain to have one direded to you from a Man that 
you think lb far your Inferior, as not to be treated 
with Cp^"^^^ Civility : Yet, fiace I find, that 
where >Qur t^affion is highcft, your Blows are no 
ways formidable^ but very harmlefs, feeble things, 
I will venture to ftand the Shock of your Anger, 
and let this be a Letter to you unknown,' And as 
the Subjeds that we both ' hought we hnd Reafqn 
to debate, are very feric as and ufeful, if foberly 
managed, I will paft ovCi your indecent Quota- 
tions out of Hudibras^ and your Jefts and Drol- 

A z lery 
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lery^ and the hard Names alfo^ by which you 
call me: ForthoVfuch Language may have great 
Effed upon your own Followers, who, without 
Reading, both fides are left to guefs at your Vi- 
Aory, by the AiTurance with which you fpeak of 
it ^* Our People won*t be put off fo **. For tho^ 
our Men and Maids cannot underftand much, or 
judge of difficult Cafes ; yet ^e have thofe in our 
Church, and great Numbers of them, that in 
Cafes where either their; Bodies, or Souls or 
Eftates are really concern'd, will examin both 
your Books and ours, and judge Impartially ; and 
they will not think your Caufe one Jot the better 
for your great Affurance, but fufpedb the more, 
that in fuch a grave and weighty Subjeft nothihg 
but want of fober Anlwers cou'd have tempted 
you to fly to fuch undecent Banters, Perfonal Re* 
fleftions, and falfifying almoft every Quotation 
that you make out of my Book, 
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But to lofe no more Time in Preface, the firft j.:^ 
Point that I have to take care of, is, to anfwer for ' 
the Qiioracipns in my Book that you call for, that 
when I do offer any thing afterward, I may be 
heard as an hopeft Man» sind not a Slanderer, or 
notorious Miireprefenter, as you are pleas'd to >, 
call tne. 

The firft that you call for^ is, the Name of the 
Bifhop that was condemned for Believing the 
^ntipoJes, and by what Pope he was condemned. 
To this I anfwer. That it was Vtrgilius^ Bifliop of 
Sahzhurg, whp happen'd to be a little too Wife for . 
thofe Times. Bonifaccy Archbifliop of Mentz^j 
WR5 his Accufer ; and Z^cbarj was the Pope, 
whofe Infallibility did not hinder him from pafling 
fuch a Comical Judgment. And for my Author, 
J quote^ Avtntims^ ifi his 3d Book of Annals, in 

the 
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the Year 746. And if in anfwer to thaty you 
obliige us with the Pai:ticulars of the Procefs againffi 
Vtrgilius^ add to it the Five Years Imprifonment 
oi Galileo^ for his Difcoyery that the^Sun ftood 
ftili^ and the Earth turn d rounds That was front 
a later Pope^ Urkan the Vlllth. 'Give us the 
^ Form of his Recantation of fuch a damnable 
* Do&rin \ And I do not know but you are as 
likely as any Man to undertake the Defence of 
thofe Popes againtt thofe Philofophers : JFor by 
your Ariftotelian Philofophy of Subftance and 
Accidents in your jift Page, I find you areas far 
from making any Progrefe in Learnings as eithen 
Zacbary or Urhan. A Living Man (een and eaten 
under the Appearance of a Morfel of Bread, is 
Worfe Philofophy than denying the Antipodes ^ and 
even AriftotU will not be able to defend you. 

Another Demand you make, is, to know which 
Seffion of the Council^ of Tnnt is to be charg'd 
with expunging by the Indix Expurgdurius^ that 
DireAion that mew'd the Places where St. -^^i&ii- 
najius and St. du^in teach, fbat Ood alone is to be 
hi/orjhippedi And to this I anfwer. It, yi^is t1ie 
Eighteenth Seffion, and. again the Five and 
twentieth, which, becaufb they had not time <o 
finifli the Index themfelves, imj^ower'd the Cen- 
Ibrs to do what they did* Now the Dire<9:ion was 
ordered by the Index to be expunged in thefe 
Words, Adorarifolius Dti eji. (i. eJ God' alone is 
to be worfliipped. Dekatur ex indice Operum Atba^ 
nafii. Indice Lib. Prohib. & expung. p. yi. Ma- 
drit. Ann. i6xj.ti^m expung in Op S. Auguft. ibid^ 

>. 56. ' 

And that you may ribt fay this is a fingle^In- 
ftancc, iand that the Reader niay fee how all our 
Protellant Doftrinen wou'd be atteftcd both by 
Fathers arid the leartted Men of your own Church* 
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if theirWritings had not been corrupted by thfeMonks 
and thefe Indexes, I will give the Reader a few Ex- 
amples of fome other Sentences ordei^d to be blotted 
out by the Belgic ^dex that z^tAjuxta Vterttum Con^ 
cilii Tridentini. It was fimflied i $ji^ and printed 
apud Joanntm Maftfcballmn^ if 86. 

Out of the Nptes and Ind^kes to St. Aufiin. 

page J. fbt Souls of the Pead know mt tie Things 

of the Living. 
p. 8. the Eucbatifi is mot a Sacrifice^ iut a Memo^ 

rial of a Sdcripce. 

The fjfe of Images forUdden. 
p. 9, Tie Dead b^ve no Care of the Living, 
p. I o. St. John cautions agdinfi the Invocation cf 

Saints. 
p. 23. Sins ate tobecbufe^ to God^ tot to Mori. 

dwr Vtagers are to be made to God only. 

The Church ii/as not built upon tie Man^ but nfors 
the Faith. 

. Out of the Index to Chryfofiom. 
' p. 24, Bow great Stupidity js it to fall down before 
Images. 
p. 2^. The Worpsip of Martyrs is by Falfe Chilians. 

Pfeudo-Chriftiani. 
p. 26. He condemns the Super jlition of paying f&t 
the Dead. 

Triefis are^fuhjeSl to Vrinces by Divine Right. 
Reading; of Scriftureisnecejfary to all. 

Out of Fabriciuis Cenfure upon tht Chriflian Poets. 

p. 30. The Invocation of Saints was crept into the 
Church in the Time of Prudentius. Here 
the Index requires it Jhould be printed^ that it 
was in the Church in his Time: Mutetur^ in 
Ecclefia efaty pro eo qood eft^ in Ecclejiam 
ifrepferdt. 

/ ' • The 
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jit Canon of the Council of Tangra- ^^Inji thafc 
. that fraife Virginity to9 much to he expunged. 

To worjhip a Crofs of Wood is plain Idolatry. 
p. JK Jtisfoolijh to Venerate a Statue more than the 

, Man tftat made it. 
p, 34. Tb^ Sacrifices of Bread. 

Marriage is forbidden by God to no Man, 

Sins are not forgiven for the fake (f tfjc Church. 
Inftead of that is to be read, Sins are not for- 
given Oiit of the Churchy Infiead of propter 
they ftit in praeter. 

Out of Erafmus% Notes upQn St. lerom. 

p, 46. All the Apofiles were eqaaL 

The BenediBine Monks have corrupted the IVtitings 

of the Fathers. 
fie almoft prefers Matrimony before a Single Life. 
jigainjt Indulgences. 
p<i 48. The Monks have corrupted the ^Fathers. 
Paul calls his his Wtfe his Sifier. 
The Pjope was formerly cah^d the Roman^ not the 

higheft Bijhop. Not Suitimus. 
Peter is not the Foundation of the Church. ♦ 
p. y9. Ht fell on his Face and Worjhip' d. Which is 

an Honour only due to God. 
p. 67. In thi Epifile to the Philippians he places 
Paul amongfi the martied Men. 

Out of Frafmuh Prefaces to Iremrusi 

p. 71, No mention of Purgatory, 

He acknowledges not Tranftshjlatnlatton ^ hut 

plainly maintains that the true, Si4bjtance%f 

Bread and Wine remains with the Bifdy and 

Bloud of Chrift, 
p. 7i* ^^ Difputes of Divinity y all appeals are to he 

made to the Sacred Script ires. 

A A, Out 
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Out of the Notes oiLangus upon Nicepboms. 

p« '^6. Imfiead cf, Conftantine Prefided m the 

Council^ fmt^ He was in the Council. Interf uit 

infieaJ of Prxfuit. 
Tou Jhall impofe the Toke ofCmliiacy upon no Man^ 
p. 87* For0sjettbtVopebadnotgottbeJuTifiiSHon^ 

much kfs tbo Civil Govemffunt of the City^ 

and mucb lefs fiill any Rights Imperial. This 

out of Cha. Molinacus, ^f 38* 
p. 138. Out of Leon. Fuchfius'i Annate upon^xc* 

Mycepme. Tbe World was girovm fo full of 

Superfiitions. tbat Religion bad wxn lofi^ifGod 

bad not rais d up feme Hood Men. 
p. i4f . Out J' Martin Borrha.^ Kbrex upon Ati- 

ftot. Tbe Care of Religion alivays belonged t» 

Kings. 
p. 146. Out of Pet. Ramus* He taxes thofewhopaini 

tbe Image of tbe Trinity under buman JJkeneJs^ 

Out of Cufpiniam Lives of the Carfars. 

p. 169. He faitb tbe Primacy of tbe Cburcb of Rome 
^ took its Rife from tbe EdiU of tbe Emperor Pho- 
cas^ and tbat before tbat tbe Cburcb of Con« 
fiantinople bad obtained tbat Vriwledge. 
p. l8i. Oat of a Cbrcmology printed If ^4. 
After tbe Deatb of tbe Pious DoBor Luther. 
Out of Polydore Virgil^ Of tbe Inventors of 
things. 
p. 19^. Tbou Jhah worjjloip tbe Image of no living 

Creature. 
p. 2o;. Mbfes utterly forbad tbe making of an/ 

Image; 
. Pope Silvefter confulied the Devil ^ to know bouf 
long be fhould live. 
Unlejs tbe Frauds of the Popti (md Monks bud in^ 
tervtffd. 

p.aof 
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p. 20f • Titf bavi their C&ncubines. 

p. 2; }• 7bt Church ivas not founded Ufon St. Peter. 

p* 264. Paul was married. 

Thefe are but z few Gleanings of Things ftrucfc 
out of your own Authors^ and it was not intend* 
ed^ that we Proteftants fhould ever have feen or 
known of thefe j for King TbilifsDiflms, whidi 
under the Council of Trent impower'd them to 4o 
what they did^ requir'd that all fhould be manag'd 
with great Secrefie. 

And here I defire the deader to take Notice of 
your Anfwer to the Tctf imony of Boxborftius^ who 
had been imployed in ^riking out Eight hundred 
JPiaces of the Ancients, and then turn'd Prote- 
ftant, becaufe he wou'd not continue in a Churdi 
that wanted to be defended by fuch Impoftures : 
Vour Anfwer, p. 44, is for Subftance, That he 
having deferted your Church, or tprn'd Apofiae^ 
as you phrafe it,! is not a legal Witnefs ^ainft 
the Church he left. But why not ? Who can be 
a fitter Witnefs than one of the very Perfons wha 
did the Work, and was fo honeft as to leave youf 
Church for that jufteft of all Caufes ? And that 
your calling him an Afcfiate Pfiefi^ may not be 
thought a lufficient Anfwer to fuch a noble Tefti- 
mony ; as he mentioned the particular Number 
of Eight Hundred, I will here add. That there 
are above Eight Hundred in that very Index, 
out of which I have taken thefe few for a 
Specimen. 

And now that I may lay Things together that 
fupport one another, I will give you Two Rea- 
fons why I refiifs'd to trouble my felf with any 
long Anfwer to Proffer's Verfes,'or Pope Leo*$ Ora- 
tion, that w^r^ brought to prove our Subjedion 
to Aome, 

One 
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One keifon k^ JBccaufe all aftcient- Authors 
have come co us through the Hands ef* fo-many 
Monks and Indexes, that we never know when 
we have their Opinions fairly before us ^ and 
whererever we find ftny of the Fathers fpeaking 
|>laiiily for the Pope's Power, we have juft Rea- 
ibn to think that their Fingers have been in it. 

The other Reaifon which I gave ki eh^t Letcef> 
Is, Becituft our Crown and Nation being frecj 
pur Right to examine, judge, and chufe pur own 
Religion^ as well As we can, is a Naiural Right, 
and as it wants no , Witneffes to prove it, lb we 
ought nbt to hear or regard any that fpeak a* 
gainftit* 

To this your AniWer k , That then we may 
chufe the Maboftnt^n or what we willj and they 
will be true in England. But why fo ? If the Pope 
Ihould chufe any grofs Part of Mahome^anijm^ 
would thofe Errors be true and lawful in RalfS 
If one free Nation he not fub jeft to another, are 
we not all iubjeA to God and the Truth, and out 
coiiimdft Chriftianity ? One would think, evert 
your owil People, (hould not have Patience to be 
put upon by fnch weak Fallacies as this is. And 
therefore, to the many places where you repeat 
this, I here anfwer once for all ; That tho* it 
be with great pleafute that we glory in our Free- 
dom from the Pope, yet we always own both 
our Crown and Nation to be fubjeft to God and 
Chrift* And to fave you the trouble of unnecef- 
fary Queries, I will add,- That as at the Refor- 
mation, the Proteftants appeaVd to a General 
Council) fo to a Council unfwornto the Pope,, 
and to which we could fend our own Reprefen- 
<atives duely inftruded, and of which^^ at the 

Con- 
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Cottclufion^we fliould have no juii Reafoh to thinks 
but that they had acted honeftly and kept with- 
in fheir Sphere ; to fach a^CounclU ^^<>* l^ft thatft 
General, We Ihould gladly pay as much regatd 
as wc can to any thing that k not infallible : And 
*s our Legiflature hath voluntarily receiv'd Four 
fuch Councils already> ft would doubtlds receive 
and give force to th» Decrees of any other Ct>utt^* 
cil that was like ^tm^ or if any partidular Ca- 
non was imprdAicable at our Diftance, or in-^ 
<sk)ttfiftent with bur other Laws^ we fliotild diffent 
in that Cafe Without breaking either Vnibn W 
Charity^ or lofing otir Veneration for, that which 
was the Opinion of fo many learned Men : But 
what is this to the Pope^ or Quotations out of 
Troffer or Xe#, teaching us. That the Pope is our. 
Spiritual Father, an4 muft judge and chule fot 
us. A^inft thofe I will ftill 'maintain the NatA-^ 
ral firft Principle of the Nation's Right, without 
troubling rtiy felf to anfwer either t)f them, or 
any others, which Very fikely the Mofiij^ br your 
own bold Indexes, by your Interpolations, hav€^ 
made to fpcak what true Antiquity never thought 
Of. 

But howeVBf, Iho' I will not trouble my felf 
to anfwer Proffer or LeOy in this Cafe of our right '■ 
6f judging, which is a firft Principle that proves it 
felf, yet as there are other Points in difpute 
betwefen us, Wherein real Antitjuity is of g^reat 
weight i and as in your 12th, 15th, and i^th 
Images you ofler fomething which convinces me, 
that you do fee the Truth in this Point, if othef 
Fears do not catch you agaiil from it, I will 
fpend fosne few Pages upon that Cafe of Fatberi 
and Antiquity. 

That Notion of yburs, which you repeat three 
titnes^ in thofe forc-mcmion'd Pages, is, Tbat 

Englifip 
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Sn^lifi IP^fefj is Nine HunJrtd Tears Mer than Eng^ 
lijh Trotefianc/i I am not without hopes^ but that 
that Notion, if you will keep to it, may help to 
bring us nearer than we are yet to a right tin- 
derftanding of one another : For that Nine hun* 
dred Years leads us right to that. Age, when we 
Prote^ants fay. That Popery did take its begin- 
ninff* ^ < 

That we nkay fee what Age that Account of 
Vours will bring us to, we will compute and rec<- 
koh the Time backward, from our Age to that 
Century where it will happen to fet us. 

Ttfat hq>py Change then, and new Face of 
things which we czViProtefiancy^ you will allow us^ 
Ifuppbfe^ to be now Two hundred Years old this 
very Year j for hither began the Change he made 
in the Year if 17. and this Year being 1717. i£ 
you cavil not at imall things, you may allow us 
Two Centuries. To thefe we muft add your 
Nine hundred Years of EngU^ fbftrj and they, 
make i^oo, and carry us back to the Year of 
of Chhft ^17, tfie beginning of the 7th Cen- 
tury : And that is the very Time when we Pro- 
teftants fay, iThat Ignorance, and the great Cor- 
ruption of the Church began;— For confider 
this Matter fairly. . . , 

It was at the beginning of this Cchtury» ana 
near this Year, that Pope Boniface pretended to 
be XJniverfal Bifhop, and had the Title confirm^ 
to him by Vbocas in requital of that wicked Ser- 
vice which Boniface had done [ofh^m in ownlpg 
him Emperor, tho' he had lelz'd the/ Empire by 
violencet after, the Nturther of his Matter Afon- 
ritiusj and his Four harmlefs Children. 

That was the Time when the Saracens had over- 
run the African Churches; and the Goths had 

broken the Roman V^mpiit^ and ignorance wasfo 

great 
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greats and Scandals fo roany^ that Mabcmet fet 
up his new Religion with fi^eh great Succefs as 
he had* 

Near that was the Time when Pope Zacb^rj 
coildemnM Virgilius for maintaining flich a fcanda- 
lous Pointy As that the Earth was Rounds witH 
Inhabitants that went with their Feet againft 
ours. 

In the following Century Imags-wor^ifwzs fet 
up : and another Century after that, Tranfuhftan- 
tiatton, and the Popes made a perfed Market of 
Tardons and Indutgmces^ and Priefts were fome- 
times compelled to take Licences for Concubines 
when they did not defire them. 

Then began that Age of Darknefs^ in which, 
before it went off, the Pope, by Inquifitors^ 
burnt Thoufands and Thoufands of poor People 
for Witchcraft I fome of them for caufing hard 
Froflsy and blafting the Fruits of the Earth by their 
Charms ; and Fryer BacQny for being a Scholar^ 
was in great danger of being hang'd for a 
Conjurer. 

Thofe were the dark Ages when Greek and 
Hekrew were forgotten ; Gractitn e& mn potefi legi : 
And their Skill in Latin was feen by the Elegance 
of the Motto upon my Lord Talboth Sword. Sum 
Talbot i fro vincere inimtcos meos. And Gabriel NaU' 
deusy tho' a Papift, yet being a learned and rati-* 
onal Man, in his 7th Chapter,, hath this Quota- 
tion from Francis Belief ere fiy Tanta jam fiultitia op-- 
frejjit miferum Mundum^ ut nunc fie Afurae ReS cre- 
duntiir ^ Cbrifiianis , ^uales I^imjuam sntea ad 
credendum pterat qtiifijitam fuadere PsLgznis : Thatfb 
great Folly did then opprefs the miferable World, 
that Cbrifiians believ'd greater Abfurdities than 
gould ever be before impos'd upon the Heathens. 

In 
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In thoft wife Ag^s it was, That they decided 
t^elr Caufes by Combats^ and paffing through 
hot Plowfliares, and putting their Hands into 
|«al4iHg W^^per^i or fwimming of t hem Jn cold. . 

Thofe were the Tipie^ when Ignorance wa^ 
tbe Mpcher pf Devotion j and inftead of Ser- 
fgf^^t th^y read the Legwdarj Hiftories of the 
Saints^ which Shame hath Hnce forced you to ba*^ 
fi}|h oat of ypur Chutches. 

And are you in earneil when y^u defend your 
fi$ives with tjie Authority of th^fe, boaft of them 
flM5 Fathers of yopr Church, ^all th(?m Antiguity, 
^nd bin4 u; 4o^n to thei^ Pet^rminations I Tho^ 
in Canons^ as well as LawSj, t^e laft are thofe that 
^re bindings not th^ pid and obfplete: And (ho* 
in Blood apd Nature the Ads; of pur own Fachersr 
^^rry ftropg?v Tyes upon ^Sj than the Ads of 
tbpfe that TifPft J^ath buriedf Muft we throxy 
*way the Canofti and Laws of our own Fathers 
^nd Prinzes for Two Hundred Years together, 
finge Learning prevaU'd* and ftride over their 
Heads,, that we may come behind them to thofe 
t^hoic^r Ag^s of Ignorance that I have been de- 
fcribing, and theje fix our foot, and take their 
Notions ^ndi Opinions, withqvit examining the 
<;round on which they built them ? May we not 
bring them to the true T?ft$ of Scripture, Rea- 
fpn, and Experience, and tho' we have aAually 
rpjeded their (je^tnis and Comhats^ and Ordeals^ 
m^y we j^ot reform any thing elfe if we f?nd as 
nmch reafoaJ.This is very hard and fliocking, 
|iQd tui^s (he cpmmon way of reafoning upfide 
iJown J But what can Men do i Thefe were the 
Timesi when Pl^r^^m, Idolatry afld tra^uhftan- 
tfathny^nd 'the Popes InfyHibiUtjf, were impps'd 
uppn the Wprld ; And as thofe are the Fundamen- 
tal Points, the very Life and Soul of Poperj^ as 

diftinft 



diftifiia from vif whetbi^r you fiak or f>^m you 
niufl: defend them, tho* it be but wii;h Hfidilra^ 
^ifik Ver/es, . ' 

Axud h^re in the midft of t3m Jn^niiyi^Qnt the 
jiutborit/ Qi our ^«»«: Ame^ors, i^ you was not 
-fuch an angry Man, I couW put you into a way of 
clearing, joifr felf from this Bondage that , you feem 
to be in to thek Example* , f^ut befor? I g^vQ my 
Advice^ let me ask you^ pjain Queftioa,. Why 

upon Chm^^n to the thir^jan^ fopivtb Qever^ffan put 

into f he S^c^fmd Coninjancjiwnt', rather tlian uny 
other of the Ten h was doubtlefs, twaijfft l4o' 
la try and Ccrruptions. of Religipii.had always been 
kept up-by foll9wing i\4 Examples of ignorant or. 
^uperftidqus Forefathers.. \ Now asbiir Igng Cla- 
mpurs have n^ade you put t]ie firft pa^^t'of |:Tp.^t; Se- 
<pbnd Commandment into, i]i?me,of,yom:„pavsite. 
Manuah of Devotiony do but; add the wholq Cipm- 
mandment fairly, and let ypur Childrew^get it 
without !^ook as ours do, and, my Life Jor yoqrs 
you will find the Benefit. But I ask your Pardon, 
tor. this Parcnthp. you will find by and .by.' that I 
do noc fo far: refufc the Conlpderarioh .of our 
T>anic Jngl fa^ic Predecej(r9rs, as nqt tp: leaiyi 
Wifdom from their Experience, and oxerefore I 
return- with, you to our Quefiion concerning the 
Fathers j for this hatH no^ iiieafur'4. our Time 
from Ghrift fufficiently, tut leaves us other Agesj^ 
and a nobler, fort of Fathers that have not defer- 
ved to be for^tten. This hath been but a (hort 
Character ©£ that Nine hundred Year3 chat was 
before our^'.^bujt what . Mi^a^ the State of the mx 
hundred anrf Teventeen li'cgrs that had paft ia 
Chrift's Chuch before ihqm ? For take Two hun- 
dred and Nine hundred out of 1717. and there 
will ffill be 617 remaining j and what do we find 

in 
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in tjbe Church then ? Why then we ^^ neither 
hma^t-JVw^iif nor TraftfuhfidntUtivn^ nor the UniVerr 
iaiit y of the Pope's^Power over all Nations ; but we 
find that cotnrfVon Chriftianity which weall ought 
to fcelt' fbt: We'fiiuJ indeed thofe Frailties th^ 
Ilnniane Nature will never he free from. We 
0hd early Herefie? and great Variety of Opinion^ 
enough to teach us^ that we muft never forget rei- 
fher the Second Commaindment^ or our Savioux'if 
Divine Rule of calling lu> Man RMkbi^ when h^ 
read either Fathers br Cioundls*' yet there VMf 
find that pure Religipft^ which Chrift as Head| 
and his Apoftle; as MeiTengers^ planted in jth^ 
World, aha after which/ a!i a Model,' oiir Refort* 
mers framed the DiBrii^^bifcipUney BXidWorfiifot 
ourChiirchV' There we ftbd the Creeds that w* 
have in bur own Churchy arid tte firft Qouncib^ 
the Canons of which we hgve 'recfeiye^ as I^ws 
to ouf fehres. There we find chd Tfime When out 
Britifi Chiirphes were as free al they atfe now ; for 
the fT^/iw Afiatick Churched trpni ^hiph they hid 
received the Gofpel, had not mad^ their Convcr-i^ 
lion an Argument of their Suhjei^ion r'|n ihort, 
in thofe Six firft Centuries we find'thaf Antitnuitf 
t© which Bilhop Jewel endeavourM to \€^i 701! 
when he made his famous Challenge, a,nd if W 
have thofe Six firft Centuries, it would be' ho dip 
advantage to our Caufe, if without defalgatioti f 
yielded you every Year of the. other Nine, ^ Tbofer 
Nine would only be the Time*of that fad State of 
the Church, of which both the Corruption and JUeo^ 
^mj were plainly foretold by that prophetickSpi* 
rity that was fo wonderful, both m our Savioiir 
and his Apoftles after him, 

" But you are far from having fp long a timp a? 
nine'Centuries of your Side. The Exorbitancy 
of die Pope's Power began much lacef here m 
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Jinglmi, and was mightily abated foonen The 
^ S(Xt>nd Letter in my C^mpaffimete A. d d a £ s s gives 
another View eren of chofe Times, and I will (till 
abide by ir. It is taken chiefly from che'Repoit 
of the Prirmii9>f^^ ^ as ftated by the learned Sir yobn 
I>AVu^ ac that time Attorney* General of InUnJ. 
The Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in Cav^dre/s Cafe, 
i^ees with it. What thefe fay, is not only the 
particular Opinion of private Men, thp' eminent 
ill their Profeffion, but their Reports are the Sen^ 
tence of the Law of the Land^ coming forth from 
the Sear of Juftice^ after large Pleadings before 
proper Juclges. And the A<%s of Parliament that 
I quoted at large, are in flill itrongcr Terms, and 
teach the Grounds upon which they were made. 
And as thefe make large Defalcations out of yonr 
Nine hundred Years, 1 will repeat a few Lines out 
cf the Statote of Prin;iJoh, which teaches us the 
l^iift and necefiary Grounds upon which they 
made their Opp^icions. ^ee ;8 of EJn^. the 3d « 
inhere having mention^ the mnfortabk Loiles they 
had bom,th9 K6t preceeds; ^ For which Caufes the 
^ good ancient Laws, Xjfages, and.Cuftoms, and 
' Pranchiies of the faid Realrn have been, and be 
^ gready appeired, blemi(h*d and confounded : 
* The Crown of our Sovereign Lord the King 
^ minifli'd, and his Perfon falfeiy defam'd : The 
' Treafure and Riches of the Realm carried a« 
^ way : The Inhabitams and Subjedts of the Realm 
^ impoverifli'd and troubled : The Benefices of 
^ Holy Church wafted and deftroyed : Divine 
^ Services^ Hofpitalities, Alms-^deeds, and Works 
^ of Charity withdrawn and fet apart: T^e 
^ Commons and Subjefts of the Realm in Bcdy 
' and Goods travell'd. 

For tbeie Rtalb^s^ they did not only ftop ma- 
ny of thi large Streams of Treafure that drained 
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the Nation^ but^ by their ewn Authority^ wichou 
asking his Counfel^ made thofe noble Statutes 
That neither fufferM him to come dr fend to. us, 
or cite any Man out of the Land before him^ oj 
excommunicate any Man that fiaid here. Xhf 
afore- mentioned S\t John Davis, Attor;iey- Gene- 
ral in Ireland, in the lear 16663 indited and con- 
vided Roterp Lalor, the Pope*$ Vicar-General^ up- 
on one of thofe ancient Statutes; and to convince 
you modern Papifts, that thofe brave Princes aii^ 
Peers Were more of our Mind than yours^ the 
Government might now by the due Execution..^ 
them^ drive all of you out of the Nation.) 

But to this you reply. That they did not alto- 
gj^ther extingui^ his Authority, but left him aiSJpj^ 
titual Sufrcmacj WW the Time of Henitj the 8th* 

And as fat as the Name goes, and fome preca- 
rious PoDver under the Regulation of the KingV 
Supremacy, I own they did leave him thofe s I^or' 
as at that time the World was frighted with Tales 
of Purgatory ^ and wanted Learning to clear 0% 
his falfe Tranflations and Forgeries, upon which 
he had built his Ufurpations, the wife and ho- 
*neft Part of the Nation were forced to bear a 
good deal, and Reform by degrees j and you 
grofly impofe upon your Reader, when, contrary, 
to my plain Words in many other Places, yOa 
-lay hold of a very fmall Error of the Printer, 
>*u}kuh for v>ho, f). 47, 1. 29, andinftead of corrcft- 
ing it with your Pen, ground a formal Query,, 
ias if^ I niaintain'd. That they extingjiilhed the 
Pope's Power fooner than Hznrj the 8ths Reign * 
But tho' they did not quite cxtinguifb his Power 
'till then, yet, a»ll faid before, they extinguifliM it, 
'within a little^ and left him little more than ths' 
Name. They neither allowed him Power of fend- 
ing any Legate into the Nation^ or cidng thePeo- 
* pie to him i and whatis that Bifhop who can nei« 
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f thct Vllit his Diocefs by Perfon or Proxy^ nor cire 
! even the Clergy before him ? They niade it High- : 
'Treafon to bring his Bulls of Excommunication > 
I into the Nation ; and what is that Spirituai orEc-l 
' clefiaftical Jurifdiaion^ that hath its only Penalty; 
! taken away from it ? They did this, as I intimia- 
'ted before, by their own Power, without his^ 
Leave J and that fliew*d^ that, that Shadow, or^ 
eprpty Name of Power that they left him, was 
by fuflferance, and that by the fame Reaf6n;:thaD 
! they had done what they had done, they might 
' do more, if upon try al they found the paft Reme- 
dies infufiicient for the Nations Peace. 

But you fay. That in Henrj the Sth's Time they 
Ihbuld have gone in the fame Way, anc( have left: 
him fome Degree of his Spiritual Supremacy. 
} But as our Defenders have provd to a Demon-' 
ftration, that no part of this Univerfal Supre-: 
niacy was grounded upon Divine Right, but was- 
sdl of it ill got and baftly us*d : I will give you thefe 
' Tfhrec Reafons which they had for leavihg-that 
way, , and doing as they did. 

' ifi^ The Nation had for nftiny Yfeah tried th^t 
waya, and found it did not anlwer the End of > 
Peace and Union* 
zilfi It makes an unnatural inconfiili^nt' Stated 

And, 
^dfy. The Pope himfelif hath condemtf d it, and* 
puniftiM fome of you Priefts for making ft) bold 
with his Power, as to ofFec fueh Terms of Union. 

ij?. Our Forefathers had tried that way befor er 
die Reformation, and found , it had not dnfWer'd 
dbe End, and civen them Eafe. It only put them^ 
into a State of Co ntentioij and War, that under, 
weak Princes made them very une^e and nevef 
left them in full peace* That Name of Authoritji 
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that they left him over their Minds, and Faiehj 

and Principles^ and Worlhip, made the fums part 

of the Nadon fure to him ; and he had al^vays 

Money tnd Intereft enough to add other People 

to themj and embroil their Affairs whenever be 

Jbmid them in any Difficulty ; and then he trie4 

to recorer that Exercife of his Po^xrer^ which Jh$ 

complained that our AA of PfMrnutdre had tak^^f 

from him by force. This made thofe Times to hi 

ever unfetled, and it is no wonder. For^ . S\ 

2^/^ Such a State as that, was an unnatural 3ig^ 

oonfiflent Qonflitution.. It made our Nation llfec 

a Body with Two Heads, and one of them at 9^ 

impra&icable difiance from us. It mdde thedi 

travd for Juftice over the Alfs where Biihop Elf^ 

was frozen to death in his PaiTage. It made 

them carry great Numbers cX WitneiTes fit ^9^^ 

^effible Charge and Perils aiid when they Were 

thercj they were before a Court th^t tanderfto<^ 

S: their lai^age. And muft not there \k no^ 
, «tid eaiy^ and quicks and unerring Juflibo? 
Muft that be better than any JB^/rjfc Heads CQuI4 
liififordus? 

Befides this^t puts Subjedion and Prote^lon ih to 
diffearent Chanels.k makesUnity and Regularity ig 
Jurifddion imprafticable^ unlefs both bur S^irittia) 
and Temporal Legiflatures vrilt be lubjeA to | 
Toreign Power j and it ufes even the Vdft hiror 
felf ill. It gives \nia Power, but ho f dwer to ex- 
ecute it It left all confciencious People ut^ii 
iht Belief, that he by the Law of God was their 
Supreme Paflout^ Father and Judge j and ^ yet 
#otil<l hang iphem for obeying him in his fpiritual 
, Xc^diaiftical Offices. It Teft our Nation in fucli 
in untoward, perplext ill-moderd kind of a State 
as Ff'Mci and Sckify are In now ; and wte fie na 
Healbn to follow their Example ; for it is both i^ 
IttTetfed StiM^ a&d ulmatural dlfo^f 

If 
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If w^ wiU t9ke (b? Pppe we muft %ik9 hi«i 
fiirly. \^ muft abrpgace our A^ of Vrmtmirt 
a$ well. as tbe,4<^ that extinguifli'd bH ]?owcr. 
If h; be yicar of Jefus Chrift^ ^nd our Stiflwp^ tv^ 
muft have P^we^ to vi(i( h^ Diocefe wbeo be 
Tees it needfulj ^jtid ^ave Power tp c|te us before 
him. ^$ ExqoiDmanipation is the only elfeiftual 
and laft ^fi^ pf fpiritual Cenfures. we muA QOt • 
pe fo uhgpdly as to make ic iTreaion to bring h|$ 
IBiccomamnfcatiom hither j but muft help tp givp 
cl|em ffitQp, Pf b^ damn'd for our Difobedience* 
Wp muft lend our Puffes to fupport a|id defend 
f\}Q Honour and ExercUe of ludbi a large, 6U 
itant ^d chargeable Jurifdid^on : AQd if we dp 
iD^ot^ but try to reconcile our old Stgtptei of Fnh 
I if^uniri and thje Pope's Pow(sr together^ W^ let up 
an tnconfifteilit upnatural Cbnftitution^ for the 
l^overnmem of an honeft and plain-hearted Peq^ 
jp)e^ and (hall find nothing but QHarreUlpg and 
endlefs Strife to proceed frpm^ it., 
c sdly. The Pop^ himfelf wpuM not care fqr fucb 
jtn imperfip^ and mutilateil unfuppprted Jurifdi^ 
ftion. Yov^ often intimate as if hewould^ Th^ 
Aj»hor pJ[ the p/r Rtfisfed^ with an Afr /^ ^ 
jmuch aflyrance as if he was Pope himicifi 9nder^ 
take^ to a^iire us^ That we Jhall be received up- 
on the ]FQur Pr^fitions of Dh Tin. An^ while 
Jour Flpuri&es lerve only to facisfy your owa 
eople^ and give feeming Anfwers to our krgor 
ments and I^awSj^ he troubles nof: hitpf^lf tp ftop 
your Pens: But as DuPin himfelf is finpe^eycpmr 
i;;iunicdted fojT trying his moderate Notion^j To 
when in the Year, ^66$. lorn? welj-meaning Pa- 
pifti had a^^ally fram'd fuch a Itlotion of his 
Supremgcyi af might po^/ift, with th^ Supremacy 
pf our King's and the . Nation's Right, and had 
aAually drawn up and (worn to a Roj/al J^ormul^ 
f] that King; Ckar]ts wa? willing to accept of from 
., ' B 3 ' them^ 
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^them^ their F&rmulary wasxondcmn'd at Rmmfimi 
> Louio0in : And the Pope's Nunchy and a Ma jorftji 

• of Papitts here at home, and in helandj ccnfiir^l, 
'fiifpended/^dnd deprived feveral of the Low- 
Church' Papifts that flood for it j and paniculafiy 

' Father fFaW fuffer'd Seven and twenty Years P«w 

• fecutions for ivhat he had done in that Gafe^ and 
^'yet coi/d not make it bear even amongft your 
•felves. * -r 

I hope you will take this for a fair Anfwer.^o 
-that conftant Refuge you think you have iodic 
Pope's fpiricuai Supremacy, and as you can .no 
-ways re<iohcile even fuch a Supremacy to.eur 
Lzw of ^tht Tremunirey you muft In confequefice 
own^^That even our Popifli Forefathers -were "far 
^from' being of your Minds. It is not iftuch ma-* 
terial whether they were or no : For if they were, 
yet we fliould not think our felves bound to fol- 
low them in that pointy any more than we do in 
their Ordeals or Cmtiats^ or other Marks of Igno- 
rance. Without- regarding their Exaimple we 
would continue as we are, and defend our felves 
by Scripture, and R^afon, and Naturei^and^che 
Authority of pur Two laft Centuries, and tbefirft 
Six ; but as you are continually impofing upon 
ignorant Pedple with that Pretence, I have taken 
this pains tp fli^w you, how much earlier our 
Reformation began, and what juft Laws jaiid bold 
Opp(rfi6ion ^hey made to him, even frotri the time . 
of Edovard the Firft, the great Reftorer of mr 
Englijh Liberty. • > ■. 

And that ybu may fee,\that tholc'<>|>porition$ 
were hot only from a particular Humout* in our 
Land, but that in other Nations they mov'din 
Concert with him, and had begun even before 

II I . ■ ■ I ■ 

* Sie bis Lttt& t$ the Csthltcks tf England, f rehnd, ^ 
Scothnd/ 9rJtf9H in tbt Tsmr 1674. . 
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'Mm, to throw off that Yoke, which they had' 
Ibund as unneceflary and as heavy as we had 
; done ; I will here anfwer the Queries that ycu 
- put m your 9th Page about King Edward the Firffc 
fending his Bifliop s to the Pope's Coundl, and 
ytt taKing an Oath of them, That they would not 
receive tht Pbpe^s BleCog. . Sir John Davis whom 
i find to bet not a HerctUes Fmtetis as you have Im«* 
pudence enough to caU'hipi, but a very careifut 
Writer, and exad in his Quotations, delivers it as 
Matter of FaA, "IThat King EiiMiri did take fuch 
ail Oath of them. At this yoo call out Nonfeme^ 
In&fdihUy aQd demand, whether any one can 
tflink that he fiiould fend his Biihops at aU, if he 
was lb difaffeAed to him^ 
V And as you put this only upon the foot of bare 
Pfobabilicy againft plain Fad, I will aafwer by 
that which I thinfc more than probability, that he 
lent them on purpofe to joyi with the other Na- 
tions, that at thatrcime^ by concert^ were refolv'd. 
t6 Mttkk the^eck of his Power and oppofe him. 
Y^Y^ti^ Edward was juft then return d from the 
Holy War^ where he had learn'd, That the Greeks^ 
V8ho^ underftood the Greek Language beft, never 
\*lu'd his Power, krid were then breaking with 
hiw. The Freffcb but fix Years bsfpre had vindi- 
oaced the Liberties of the OdlUk Church, and' 
eftabliihM the Pragmathk SanBionjihatt forbad Apr* 
peals to him. The Two Fredericks of Germany had 
one afcer another been in open War with him, and 
the'latter of them, that was King Edward^ UnclCy 
had driven him o\Xi of Italy ^ and written to all 
Ghriftian Brinces to animate them to the ailbrt- 
ing the fame Rights. The Peers and I^ariiament 
of England had offered the King's Father to have 
ftood by him in vindicating his and their Rights, 
and nothing but his Fear and Weaknefs hindred 
him from making the Breach then ; zndEdward his 
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his Son being a Prince of Courage aad WifiJcwij 
refolvcd upoatbe^Work from ,the Beginnings -a^u 
befides all chofe Noble Steps cbat Sir Joifi Dma^M 
reckons iip, be * feiz'd the Pope's Moqey in the 
Hand of his Cdlc^rs. It;k plain cherefoj:»e tm 
ient his Bilho|)s to Pppifi the Pope; and for ch«r 
and his other good Laws^ he ftands in Hlftosy^v 
as our firft &eiormer^ or the Viwde;^ Anglic^ JJbn^ 
wis^ as be is commonly flylM by our btft Wfiosi^'^' 

And now what is become oi the Kine Ht}ndr^\l 
Years that you thought wereior Popwy -^ :l*M8?3 
are two Hundred to be takeb oac joi thepii Vm 
thofe two wherein Learning began ^creviYe^.s^oA'^^ 
Printing was difcoYor'd : And } might baye gfmmi :' 
a little farther back^ and ha?e ftew yott hftfv. so:' 3 
Mtmy the llldi Time, the Pope's Nuncio i«!W cue 
into Pieces^ anid diat the Peers openly thteRto^^?: 
ta burn the HouTes of chofe Foreign ItaHao Cl^Sf^ ': 
men^ that fliould dareto ftand. i^ for bim^ vadiV. 
pray take Motic^t thitt tho' yoaata^jUQt Iteliaa:. 1 
lam, you are bred in the Popes CoUeges^ wd Uftej^M 1 
in the fame bafe Caufe agaiaft your iikHmtry th^^-i 
protcds you. . , \ 

And befides thefe^ I might .firik? out die four 
hundred Yeaos during the Time pf the Sapcm - 
Heptarchy : por tho* the Popes crowded their? 
Palls upon the Archhilhops^ and were always 
ready to help the weakell Caufes and worft. Cri- 
minals that would but appeal j:o them from xhp 
Juftice of thcjr own Rations ; yet the Synod of 
Clovejha, as well as the Brittjh Qiurches^ are famous 
for aiferting their Rights againft the Pop^V 
Claiin53 and our Kings by their Synods, tnade 
their own £ccle(iaftical Laws^ without the PopeS 
medlin,^, and our Kings gave Inveftitureto their 
Bifliops by the Staff and Ring* 
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This ilMWst than pi?iD€ Providence didmM fvXfm 
diie Fope^$ Tyranny to bft fp lon|; : Nor did the 
genius (^opr Nation trackle fo long under fo mean 
a Servitude About thres hfindrea Years are th^ 
moft you can fairly claim: and thofe three hufi?» 
dpsd Ye9f$. qI Blood and Su0ertng took thfir "^ 
giflning, pot from the four Gdpels^ but tho 
Sw9t4 and ^Imf oi fnllUm the Nirmsn^ which 
wa^ one pf the pieffiogs the Pope fent us^ beeaufo 
ffdrM hi^ Pred^c^ifor had not paid De^renca. 
cnengh tahis Authority in confirming Princes. 

Ilut I msk your Pardon for being fo long upoti 
tiib Head. 1 did Qot intend it wlien Ibeg^ntt; 
boc a$ ^bout $ehae or Reafon^ you will tye U9 
dawn to the abfurd DoArtnes and Precedents of 
tho(e Ag^i we mud let the WoiM fee what, kind 
of Times th^y w^e^ out of which it was pofltble 
|(M> th^ Rank Weeds of Popery to grow. . And a$ 
oriie Hiftory is always a noble School of Inftruftt^ 
Qftr, I am 9pt to thinkj th^t a Genuine fair View of 
thofe*Times made plaiato the N^tion^ will he the 
^^ft way^oruatwin the Remainder of thofe Cords 
of Bondage^ with which the Favors of the Popp 
fiill find ways t;^ keep many honeft Geptlemi^n 
of this Nadon bound; And thereforp I will be- 
llow a few iiines more in anfwer to your ^^itf^ 
about the Dtivfztion^^L^mkard^Street^ thait at leafl^ 
our People may fee what grofs Abuies they miift 
bear, if ever they be again (b fooliih as to turn 
Papifts. As our Hifl^rians tells us^ That upon a 
Coiri^>iitatie^ made in the Time oVHenrf the Illd^ 
it was found, that the Pope and Italians drew out 
of the Nation a Summthac was almoft incredible 
for thofe Times ; that I might give our Common 
People fuch a Proof of it as Ihey wou'd remem- 
ber, I took notice, that Lomtafi-Street in that 
Age took its Name from the Lomkard or Italian 
Merchants, that then return'd our Money into 



4^ jtDBFEireB^fthe 

Jtaty. I did not load the Margin 6i my Book 
wim * untieceffar y Quotation of Atithors for a 
known thing ; but now add, that Sir Jcbn Tnt^iil 
the Explication of Lauf-Ttmsy Fox, Blnnt in&Skm^ 
per give the fame Account ; and Mr. CoUhr^ in his 
CoUeftionof Records, W. 3f, to fhew what ex- 
travagant -Ufary the Rape's CoH^Aofs' took froitn 
thofe that were not able to pay fuch high Tax«*y 
without Forbearance, till they cou'd raife the 
Money, hath given us a Copy of one bi thtiv 
Bonds, which carries Intereft at Six'ty fer CeuK' 
fa Ann. That yott might find fomething eo offer 
againft this, youconfutt ACnfljtw's Diftionary, akid 
unluckily find him giving the fame Account j tfeat 
Lumhard fignified a Bank of Vfufy> becaufe the 
Longohardi w GMi Cifsflpini Were the molt crijftl 
Ufarers above all Men : And yet to bahtet your 
blind followers, inftead of the Languor S and Galli 
Cifdlfmi^ you put in the Dutch and ^Hdland, and 
qnotQ Mtnfiiewy as if he was of your fider* But 4o< 
they that maintain you, deferve to be abus*d by 
you at this Rate ? For they are your own Feo^e 
that you give your Book to for Inftruftion, an<f 
therefore the Infult is upon their blind Obedience, 
not upon us that you hide it firom : But as their 
maintaining of you deferves a better Return, tak'^' 
heed you do not carry your Impofition upon thefti 
too far ^ for as our Defenders have by Time and 
Labour fham'd them out of many grofs Errors ; by 
Degrees we may bring them to lee a Neceflity of 
reading both Sides, and examining your Quorati- 
ons i and whenever they will do themfelvcs that , 
Juftice, I recommend this to them to begin with, 
and try your Honefty to them by that, ' ^ : 

But to pafi to another Point. — In your i6ih ^^ 
Page you ask this Quefteon, ' Whether my pnttiisig i 
^ tbeLady fo pathetically in mind of her Tempo- I 
^ ral Advantage, doeh not look like offering a ^ 
* ' Bribe 
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^ Bribe to her Confcience ^ ? But fioca I only 
deiire her to confider how far fbe can Umrfulfyjaind 
jEfMe//f efcape fufFbring^ by complying with the 
Laws pf that Gouutry, that Gods Providence 
harh placed her under : I ask youagain^ how yoa 
tharp{i0tend to be her Confeflbr and Friend, can 
befo difhoneft and unfaithful as^noit to confider ir 
for heif ? Our bM^'<l' Saviour was^not fo cruel a 
CafiUil^. He plac'd Inheriting the Earth in Peace 
anii^gft' the Modv^s to a Meek and SubmiiSre 
Spirie.* The Fifth Gbmmandmeitt^ encourages us 
to our Duty with a Prpmife of Long Life. And 
tho* the Pope's Fardoi^ had long banter'd and 
Bit>w<^ beacon the Nation with fuch Do&rines^ and 
made them believe that they, mighc not confider 
their Temporal Matters ; yet they didconfider them*' 
at laft, ev n our iPopifli Fore-fathefs^ tfao* it was 
long firft* I will repeat again their own Wprds in 
the forecited Ad: of Parliaments Tie good attdmt 
L^t^h Ufage, Cufiims and Franchifet of the Realm 
have been, and be guatlj afftir^dy bl^nipd and een^ 
founded: The Crown of oUr Sovereign Lord the King 
minifkfi^ and bis l^irfon falfelj dtfarnd : The Treafure 
and t&cbes of the Realfn eatrfd away x the Inhabit aMf 
and Subje&s of the Realm imfoverijb^d^ troubled^ and 
in Body and Goods traveled. Are not thefe Tempo- 
ral Inconveniences ? They are not Pttrgatory^ but 
^ifierings in their Bodies, Eftares, and Rights; 
and yet our honeft Forefathers did not ftay till the 
Pope and his Fadors thought they had fufFer'd 
^ough, hut judged for themfelves, and did them- 
felves right 

-And here, as you ^re often very Severe upon 
me with Perfonal Refkcftions, for my Love of the 
World, and Zeal for Stocks, but want of Zeal for 
Religion, I fuppofe you will now raife your Satyr 
higher, and ground more ^erits upon my Indif- 
fwence in lleligion. And tho' it do's not n^ich 
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p>nccrn Ac WorlAwhether either ypu or I be foifrif^^ 
9nd goodas weihou'd be ; $i(i4 t^o' 6>rthM Iteafoii 
I wili leave youc other JN^foflsl RcflcAionj uji- 
anfwe/d, yet, as » right Temper, -with r^fpeft ?<» 
Zeal, is a Point that cT«-y Rwd«r is VWy nearly 
concerned in, I wlU beg his P^tiencfe, ^HUa f 
tell you. That I am inditfbrenr^.iperfeftlyjparejerf 
about many Points that have' i») EiFei^ upoa t)^ei 
Honourof God, the good S^tesf the Woiidv 9S 
the Salvation of our 5oul$. Tho real Truth Qf 
every kind is NoMp ; Tho' the Beauty and Regilr 
larity, much more the Edification or God's Wor- 
ibip deferve the C^re c^ the moft Learned; 
and the Encouragement of the Greateft ; Thoii#hi 
moft of our pifpiites are cooceroing the Bou]pid$' 
of Mens Rights, Interefts and Adions, dtki 
therefore' defqrye the Study of all that are able to 
judge J jet I ajvj^ays haye a fear leaft by* Hear aod 
PaffioQ we fee Men farther off rather than briug 
them nearer t6 a right Underftanding 9i J^^ 
Truth. I' wouM ti6t diftiirb piojjs People,, nor 
trouble our Governpurs, nor difi|uict the;Wodd^ 
unlef^, there bb very great Reafon ; and therefore^ 
I do at leaft aim at that which I take to be M^- 
r'atkni And yet I muft tell you, I have anhondt 
Indignation at your a6th Page» where without .: 
palliation or Excufe, at this Ttime of Day, you 
openly defend the Burning ofJotfB Hufs and J^rm 
of Praff$e^ tho* they had the Emperour's fafe Con- 
^ud to (he Council of Cmfii^ncey and did nothing 
to forfeit it, but abiding by rhofe Principles upon 
which our Government and Religion is founded. 
By your Additions to the Creeds at the Council 
oiTrenfj you have made the Pope's Supremacy aa 
Article of Faith. . AH ^bat deny ic, yop pronounce 
Hereticks. All Hereticks, all Priefts at leaft^ are 
/worn to impugn and perfecute Ferfefuar & mp$f^^ 
pahoz-You openly declare^ chac£#r»%of them, is 
one lawful Way of Oppofition :_And yet you 
think we are bound to fofter and indulge! luch 
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!S$ealdt5j till you are better at)le to perform yout 
Oiithi than yott ^bre At prefenc. Bn( hare a Cart 
you do not tetnpt tt)b far ; it tnay bear a Difpun^i 
Whether ev*ii MJersticn be under a 'Neceffity to 
|;tve I'oteration tothofe that declare beforehand 
«iat they cannot return Moderation^ but muft 
turn us out of this World to fav^e our Souls in the 
fecjtt. OurProteftant piffenters, that ace tolerated 
by Law^ have no fuch Principles as thefe are« 
Thb* they havfc FdlUei enow^ and fuch as we 
Jiiftly Iky ta their Charge, when 6ur Subjed leads 
ui to confute theJf Errors ; yet they do notf nfiak* 
psHereticks, which they are bound by their Re- 
ligion to root out and defiroy. They do not damn 
ihe whole Natidn^ and then ftight weak People 
from us, -becaufe there is mi Stf vation to be had 
imobgfl lis. Tlhey do not degrade the whole 
Clergy of the tand, and make. the very Gofpelrf 
Chrift and his Sacraments be Witrh6ut £Sk6t^ be« 
caufe in our Un6onfecrated Hands. 

And fifice you do all this and more to a kind 
CjQVcrnment that proteAs VoUj^ when you are in 
the Dregs of Idolatry your (elves, and are forcM t6 
iupport it by known Lies and Forgeries^ and 
>4&rth^rs, and Violence; You iiiay*do well to 
et>ftfid^ the Nature of your C^fe rightly. A De^ 
leficeofBuming all tlyat your Bigotry calls Here^ 
ticks, is a high Tryal of Our Patience here itt 
T^^Uni : But do not carry your Zeal too far, left 
St puts our GovernotiTs upon confidcring, Whether 
that be ^ due Return to their gentle Ufage. 

The fiext Point that I fliall confider, fliaff be 
tfte Gafe of Mhraeks ; and upon reading over both 
fny Letter and your ^erUs about them, I do not 
find one Wdrd that I need to fexpfain. Ydu are 
foi*c*d not only to ftrain and pervert the Senfe> 
liif Ifcave 6ut and put in whole Words, that you 
tea^ have Something to cavil at. When I fpeak 
tf nich Miracles as {houVi be Signs and Proofs of 
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Chriftianity, and fay chey c©a$'d aftv the Prf*^ 
i imcir& Age, you put in Of the AfofiUs: F^Y looic 

again^ yihttYi^ \ i2iy rf tke Af^Ui i The.Prifni— 
dve Time takes in a longer Compafs, even cilt 
Chriflianicy had taken fome cpoting ; and I do 
oot doubt but in fome Degree, God was pleas'ci 
CO vouchfafe them through all the Ten Ferfeouti-^ 
ons. Where I exprefs that good Hope we have 
from God^s Providence and fileifing, which w« 
have found wonderfully with cs (ince. our Refor** 
mation ; and when I prefer that before all yoo^ 
pretended Miracles, you leave out, fretenJed, and . 
put in, anf Miracles whatever. But this is not 
difputtng, but bantering and abufing your ewn 
People that you write for. Then you demand 
the Dook and Ffge where St. Cbrxfofitw teaches 
the fame Dodrine that I do. And X anfwer, in 
his Sixth Homily upon th^ Secmd Cbafter ef ih 
frfi Efiftle to the Corinthians ; and he doth not 
only ground his whole Difcourfe upon the Sup* 
pofition, that they were then ceas'd in thofo 
Places where he was, but gives Reafons why it 
was not neceifary that they ihou d be continuM | 
and tells us with what Arguments we are to con* 
vince Men now,^ viz. The firft Miracles, the ' 
prefent fulfilling of the ancient Prophefies, and ' 
good Lives : And yet, as God governs the World J 
by a living and aftive Providence, we ihould hear 
/with Reverence any well attefted Relations of zxff ' 
Miracles for the ConverHon of Heathens ; but we 
milfl: have them better proved thftn thofe that ^ 
told of Xaverius j for this, fee Bifiiop Mortm upon 
that Head, in his ad Book: of his Catholick Apo^ 
logy, chap. 27th. 
; s . To the five plain InltanceS that I gave of Popifii 

&4^^ Impoftures, fleteded by us Proteftants, yott find 
^.'^^ nothing to objed^ fave only againft the laft ; an4 
fmce. you have not Wic to. fee when you mn your 
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Head againft the Wall, but call for more Proof <rf 
that Fa&, I wiU no\v add fome farther Ciroum- 
fiances which I let pafs before> out of Reverence 
to our Common Chriftianity, which many of yott. 
Priefls have many a time exposed without mercy^ 
It is taken out of t Deelaratiw of P^ifi Imfofiort^ 
printe4 by Authority, 1604. 

To rewcfent thea the Fa(9: more particularly,,' 
ehe Readcrmu& know. That ia ijSf. tlw Year 
before Bahmgton^s Confpiracy, and Three Years 
before the Sfimijh Invafion, ITefim^ alias tdmunds, 
tbat was Provincial of the Jefuits immediately be- 
fbre Garnet^ undertook to caft a DeVil out of one 
Marw$0df BMnpon^s Man, and out of one TrajforJ^ 
and having gain'd great Fame, and feduc^d ma- 
ny of. the Queen's SubjeAs, Twelve other Priefts. 
undertook the fame Cures of Five other fuppos'd 
poflefs'd Perfons; For befides the unnatural defir^ 
they had to prepare Peopl.es Minds for joining 
with the Spanifi Invafion, which was theft hatch- 
ing, and of which I gave Accoupt in the Fourth 
Lptter: Befides this, they thought it hard^ Thac 
the Glory of Miracles (hould b^ one of tlie^ Notes: 
of true Churches, and yet Englijh Popery that 
wanted them moft, (hould be without any. Since 
other Nations pretended to (hew many, if they 
fiiould be without, it would look as if Providences 
its felf didftot favour the Pepe's JuriOidioa here 
in Engird J where the Government did not receive 
it .• And therefore, as 1 faid. Twelve other Fopilh 
Priefts refolv'd to'foUow the Example of Edmunds 
which had pro vM fucccfsful, and thofe Priefts by 
Names were Mn Dibdale, Mr. Cxarnclm^ TbompfofK 
^tmf^ Tyrrely Driland^ Tulice^ Sherwood, Winkfield^ 
Mid, Dakinsy and Ballard^ that was hang'd for 
M'mgtpff% Plot to murder the Queen. * The^ 
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Places where they afted their Farcej ivere th 
Lord f^Mx^s Hoofe ac tidebuf^ hAr. Gardmer\ a 
Iklmtr^ Mr. Hn^iie/ at VxhrU^, and Sir On^ 
TtcUmmh at Denhamy a lonely tioufe^ reported ci 
^be haunted^ and wMoh had ftood empty til 
within a few Days before they cftme to it. The] 
had fuch Variety of Places^ leaft being^too long ii 
One^ they ihouM be dettfted* The young Wo 
men fuppos'd to be poflefTdj were SMit and R^- 
wcnlJlfiliisms^ two Sifters^ about 16 or x? Yean 
eld^ Anne Simih and ElisbdhA Caltir&P^ and befides: 
Mr. RidkarJ Manie^ a Ybung Gentiemin^ uhom 
If. The Priefts plyed their Work till they had 
made reputed Cures^ and wrote and di!Q>ers^ Re- 
lations of them. Ein^ukii or Wtfi^x^ theProvin-* 
cialof thejefuits^ wrote the Relation of Man»6eJPs 
Cure, in Latin, and Mf • A^tlmj Tyml^ a Prieftj 
wrote an Account of the Reft, in a Narrative^ 
calrdj A Book ef Miraeks. 

In thefe Books is told the great Power of tha 
Holy Potion, the Gonfecrated Brimftone, the 
Holy Taper. Our good Queen KliMhttb, they 
fpeak of under the opprobrious Name of Saffrvn^ 
ha^ I and reprefent. That the Evil Spirits had greac 
Kmdnels for her and her Minifters, and the 
Proteftant Clergy ; but hated not only the Catho* 
lick Priefts^ but the very Veftments that they 
wore; and not only the Sht^ the Amicty the 
ManrpU and the Sf0ley but their T^ry <^kvts and 
Bofiy and GirdUs and Shirts. They defcribe, hovi^ 
with thofe, and the Touch of their Pricft^s Hands, 
they ufually diflodg'd, rouz'd and hunted the 
Devil from the very Toe of the Foot, through 
every part^ gradually, rill they diove him oaft 
at the Ears or Mouth. As three Popifh Priefts^ 
Campian^ Brian and Cvttam^ had been hang'd for 
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damnable Trcafons againft the Queen and Coun- 
try, they tried the Power of their Relicks, by 
making Experiments feverally how they would 
torment the Evil Spirit^ the Names of fome of 
which^ were Vbilpt^ Pifpin^ Modu^ Soforce. Hilco^ 
Spiolkin^ Bonjour^ Hiacli^ Lufiy-huff-caO^ Fliherdigibit^ 
Hoherdidauner Cacabatto. And becaule you give no 
Credit to any thing that we Hereticks fay, I will 
^ve you fome fhort Specimens,, feverally^ both 
Qiit of Eimtmdh or Wefions Narrative, and the 
afpcementioned Book of Miracles alfo. 
\ Edmunds % . Book begins, ^ Erat quidam Juvenis, 

* (^6. And afterwards proceeds^ ' Vix dum exorcif- 
^mos inchoare manufq,- imponere Capiti, cunt 
^ ille flatim furere, in aitum erigi, manibus pedi-' 
\ b'ufq; . elaborare, Sacerdotis Manum depellere, 
'omnia complere vocibus, Juramcncis, Male- 
' didis, . Blafphemis. Sacerdos Officium reparat 
*" Maoum in Capice tenens. Hinc nov» Trage-* 
^dia:, inufitatae voces, & verba in omnium auri- 

bus infonant. Quid non venitis Diemones (inquit) 
*i & tu Pippine (quod nomen erat infeftantis Daemo- 

* nis) non vindicas ? Nihil Opis, pihil Auxilii in 
^ Inferno reliqui eft ? Auferte eiti Miferum> 
' Flammis tradite, &c. Domus non Gorruis ? 
^ Neq; dehifcens me yult Terra abforbere, nee de 
^.Coelo Fulmen aliquod peffundare ? Quis hoc to- 

* lerare, Quis tantum Incendium pati ? Quis ita, 
t uti mille unguibus difcerpi unquam vifus eft j 
that is, as it follows in Dr Harfnet^s Tranflationi 

* ICsdmunds bad fcarcelj, begun his Adjuration^ and laid 
his Hand on Mar wood*/ Head^ but he prefently falls 
into a Fi^Hy fir etches up hit Boay^ beats with his Feet 
and Hands, thrufis off the Priefi^s Hand, makes all to 
ring with Crying. Swearing and Blafpbeming. ' The 
"Priefi falls afrejb to his Work, holding fiill his Hand on 
the Head of the PoffeJJed^; and here neiVy and'prange^and 
tragical Cries filPd all our Ears : Deifils, Why come ye 
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not ? And thou, Pipin, (wbi.cb was the Name of the 
Tarmenting Devil) idoji thou not n^mge my ^Mtrd ? 
li there no Aidy no Succour left in HtU ? T^ke me mi^ 
ferable Caitiffs and burl me into tbe infernal Flames ^$CC^ 
O, Houfcy Why dofi not thou fall upon me ? Swallow 
me, Ob Eartb^ or Tbunder-^wke me ; Wbo can bear my 
Burden i IVho can endure fucb Heat ? Wbe can be thus 
torn in fieces^ as if I was rent witb a ihoufand Nails* 

* Alter this, they touched his Side with a Girdle 
of Father Camftan\ which he us'd to fay had been 
ty'd round the Altar at Jemfalem^ and when the 
Poffeffed curft and fworc, and was tormented 
With new Pains,^Quidnam inquit Sacerdos> peflime 
i Dsmon^ fatere vcritatem, &'c. .Quid ifto funicu- 

* lo ita torqueris^ qui vel fort-iffima quacq; Mundi 

* tarn facile contetnnis ? Unde ergo venit ? ■ 

^ Hierofolyma^ inquit bene novit ad quern perti- 

* nuit. Tibumus non ignorat (qui locus erat ubi 
' pater ipfe Camfianus Martyrio Coronatiis cfl:) 

* Turn Sacerdo§ aftantes compellat : Tefles inquit 

* eftote Patris Campiani Clariflimi Martyrii^, cujus 
^ hie minutiffimus Funiculus quern, ipfi prius in 
' vita nunquam viderant tantas illi faces miferat. 
TeU mcy O wicked Fiend, faid tbe Friefi, eonfefs tbe 
Truth y and fay what is tbe Caufe why thou art fo cruelly 
tormented with this Girdle, when thou dofi not Care fo¥ 
tbe potentefi Things in tbe Univerfe ? — — Jerufalenij 
faid tbe Spirit y knows ^very well whom this belonged to. 
Tyburn is not ignorant^ for there was the Place where 
Father Campian was crowned witb Martyrdom. Then 
the Trie ft apply ed bimfelf to tbe Byftanders, and bad 
them bear Witnefs of tbe Martyrdom of the famous Fa* 
tber Campian^ wbofe fmallefi Gifdle had fcorcb'd the 
Dewl, tho' be bad never Jeen it before, as much as if 
burning Firebrands bad been put to bis Side, Page 849 
and 8^. 

t The fonowjng Queflions and Anfwers are out 

of the Book of Miracles^ 

* Page 84. t Page j5a. * , 
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• Dihdale fpeaking to the Devil. — What faift thou 
to the Virgin Maty ? 

Devily Cjh, She had no Original Sin. I had 
not a Bit of her, jicither within nor without. 

Dibdale^ What faift thou to Gregory the ijth ? 

Dtvil^ He ij a Saint in Heaven j he never came 
in Purgatory. 

Dibdak^ What faift thou to -Br/Vm ? Came he into 
Purgatory ? 

Devii^ Oh no^ He is a Saint indeed^ He is in 
Heaven. 

Dihdaky What faift thou to the Sacrament of the 
Altar i — Devily It is the very Body of Chrift. 
Gut it^ and thou flialt fee it Bleed^ f. t6z^ 163. 

But I will not trouble the Reader with more 
fuch Stuff. When our Governours had before 
them thefc Books under their ov«rn Hands, and 
Itnding that the very Provincial of the Jefuits, and 
Twelve of their Priefts were in it, they refolved 
to make the Cafe plain beyond Contradiction. 
They fearch'd therefore, and foon found out four 
of the Seven poffeft Perfons j and as the thing was 
notorioui by comparing Fads with their own 
Books, they confcfsM and declared upon Oath 
how they had been manag'd by Potions and Fu- 
migations; and other Arts, which are fet down at 
large in long DepoHtions; out of which I ex- 
trafted thofc fliort Paifages in my fourth Letter. 
They found out alfo STyrnl^ the very Pricft that 
had had the Chief Hand in drawing up the Book of 
Miratks • and he confeft, and confirmed the De- 
pofitions of the other Witneffes, and is the third 
Perfon> whofe Teftimony I put down in my 
Letter, and out of which* becaufe of your Incre- 
dulity, I will here add a little more for your Satis- 
fodion. 

* ifow^ as touching the Suh fiance of the general In^ 

tcrrogatorjy I have ferus^d the feveral Examinations and 
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Cmfefjims ofSarah Williams ani Frifwood htr Sifier j 

•^/ Anne Smith, and (?/RichaM Manie, Gentleman^ 

. ani am fully ftrfwad'ti that tbtj have deposed the Truth 

infucb Points whereof they were examined^ &c The 

Effieii whereof^ is^ that they were drawn hy our cunning 

tCatniage 0f Matters^ tofeem as tbo^ they bad been foffefi^ 

wb^ as in Trutby they were not. Neither were there 

:any ^f the Priefis ignorant in my Confcience of their 

pijjimulation^ nor the Parties tbemfehes (as now it af- 

t'fieaietb) of our dijfembled Proceeding with them, Re- 

i member. Sir, that this is one of the Twelve Priefts, 

and after this he goes on. 

.: ; * After I had been myftlffirfi at one of their Exorcijings^ 

. it jwas my Chance to be that Night with Mr. .Thompfon, 

ti$ Prie^. and a great A£ior in tb'tfe Matttrs at, his 

i Chamber by the Spittjle, and falling into fome Conference 

: about it, I uCed fome fuch Words, as tbo I doubted^ 

whether the Pkrty was actually and really pojfeffed, &c. 

His jinfwer unto me Was in EffeBy That he being my 

Friend, dideamefily wijh me to cafi forth no fuch Sfee^ 

ches, whatfoever I did think. For (quoth he) the 

Matter is judged fo by Father Edmunds, and fome other 

that are Priefis. Befides fuch Catholicks as have been pre- 

fent at fuch Fits, have receivd it for a Truth. And altho* 

1 for my fart will not make it an Article of my Creed ^ 

yet I think that Godly Credulity doth much Good for the 

furthering the Catholick Caufe, and for the defacing of 

our Common Enemies and their Proceedings, 

I have my felf before confejfed, that my Pen was in tie 
Bbbk that was taken with Mr. Barnes, wherein 1 laid 
together tbofe Things that Sarah Williams was pretended 
to have done and faid in one of her Ftts at Hackney, 
the loth «/ January. Some Things whereof I faw 
-and heard nty felf; others I received by Piece meal of 
iiir. Thorn pfon, Afr. Thiilice, and others, and laid 
them together with the be^ Skill I had to make them 
feem firange and wonderful. For alt ho* bjth my felf 
(as faid before) and fo I think of the refi, did know 
that all was but counterfeit^ jet for as much as we per- 
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ceiv^J^ that thereby great Credit did grew to the Catko^ 
Jlck Caufsy and great Difcrtdit to the Vfotefiants^ we 
Beld it lawful to do as wedidy &c. 
^ And now will this fatisfie you, that the Depofi- 
tions that I produoM are not Grubfireet j and that 
Jifhop Bancroft^ Bifhop Andrews, and Dr. Harfmt^ 
that w^s afterward Bifiiop of Tetky did not hire 
Witneflcs to fwear to Fafts, which I dare (ay they 
were forry to find true, as all hoheft Miniftcrs of 
Religion rtiufl be forry for and alham'd of fpr ever* 
Here is one of your own Prieib an A<ftor in the 
Plot owning his ownBook and Ad^tho* to his great 
Reproach : And here are Four but of the Seven 
Demoniacs voluntarily confefling their Diffimula* 
don, and confirming their Evidence by Circum* 
ftarices, that compar'd with your ownBook^ are 
Demonftration. 

Well, but foury you may fay» are not all that 
were concern'd : There wcrcfeven faid to be curM, 
and where are the other three ? Perhaps they would 
have contradiAed thefe four^ and why did not the. 
Government and Bifhops bring forth them? I put 
this Queftion for you, becaufe I find you mighty 
Criticabapd res^dy to tax the Government with any 
Wickednefs: But there were good Reafons why 
the other three were not brought to Examination. 
* ^Elizahetb Calthorpj one of the ibree^ had been 
found with her Neck broke at the bottom of the 
Stairs where they aded their holy Farce. And 
t Marwood and Tray ford, the other twjo^ could no 
where be found, tho^ fought for with great Care. 
No Body could tell where they died their fair 
Deaths and were buried, and ye; they were not 
forth coming cho' the Government Ipar'd no luins 
to have found them 5 and therefore if your Pro^ 
'vincial hzd not carried them beyond Sea, we muil 
have recourfe to your Eighth ^ery in your 46 p. 
where from your Knowledet of thofe d;^rk In- 

* Declaration, f. 44. 247- t Declaration, /. %d. and i^th- 
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tf cagues^ you tell us plainly^ Thgt if the Priefts 
were really guilty of fuch things, they would not 
have fcrupled taking tl^e lecureft way to prevent 
their telling of Tales^ But if you bad been on# 
of thofe Twelve Priefts, would you have been fo 
very barbarous as to have kill'd 4// Seven? You 
forget that fome were to be faved for Inftances of 
their miraculous Cure: For if all Seven had been 
ferv'd like Sir Eimundkury Goifrej , and Elizabeth 
Cakhorp^ where had been the Power of your 
Church and Relicks ? and belides in your Sixth 
J^ry, in the 41ft p. you tell us. That the Priefts 
were not fuch Blockheads as not to know that good 
Bribes were eflfeftual Charms, And for thofe 
that were tra(*able, they had Bribes and very kind 
Uiage to fweeten them after their Potions, and 
Fumigations: And as your Church, tho* it for* 
bids you fuch wicked Things as honeft Wives, yet 
to make you amends^ is fo much the more indul* 
gent to you in her Libetty of carrying about Si- 
fters, none of the Three young Demoniaci were 
fo forgotten as not to have care taken of them 
that way. But I will givii it you in the Words of 
*Fid, Williams her felf, in her Defofitim upon Qatb^ 
pag. 236. 

. She farther faith, Tbdt the Vrkfis at their Depar-^ 
ture from Denham, took every one thence his Wow^an 
with him, Mr. Edmunds the Jefuit had for his Dar^ 
ling Mrs. Creify, then a Widow, who was a daily 
Guefi there^ and one that did contribute very mkch both 
to him and the rejt of the Vriejis. Anne Smith was ^t 
the Difpofition of Mr. Driland, Sarah Williams of 
Mr. Dibdale, Mrs. Altham of Cornelius, and this 
Examinate of Mr. Leigh, a Vriefi likewife. 

And now if thefe IPriefts had ftot been of a 
Church that hath all the Saints of Heaven of its 
fide, and is rich befide in a Stock of Merits Par- 
dons, and Indulgences for all Cri nes, what a 
Cafe had they been in ? But as all cLat was amifs 
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el in their Managements proceeded from excefs of 
r^ Zeal CO the Churches Intereft ; no doubt but up-< 
^ K^ Confeffion they were Canonically abfolv'd by 
)]l other Catholick I^rieils^ and then what /fignihes 
ji thp Fretting and Fuming of us Herecicks ? But 
[(I ^hol youj Sir> value not our Reproaches, lyburn 
i i|iet with fome of them. For a few Days after 
Id they had finilh'd their Work, the good Queen fent 
^ her Purfivams and feiz.'d fome of them that ftaid 
I behind the reft at penbsm^ and as they had at chat 
1^ ' Time a damnable Plot againft thfe Queen's Life, 
I the Juftice of the Nation fent fome of them after 
dj St^.Cafffpisny CQttam^ and Iranf. 
jj And haying memion'd thofe Three that were 
i bang'd at Tyhrn for Treafori, "^ Cainfian himfelf 
{ having aftually rais'd Men, I will cake thi& place 
tp anfwer what you fay concerning the great 
j Number of your Martyrs. You tell us, that in 
|. Queen Eliz>abeth's Reign, you had many executed 
for their Religion. In your 36ch page you quote 
Qreg^rio Lett a Proteftant, faying. That Queen Marjf 
and Queen Elizabeth had noching to reproach one 
( another on the fcore of Blood. 

And to this I reply, That Qregorio Let^ was an 
Italian, and muft have an imperfed Knowledge 
oi our Language and Laws, or he could not have 
made fuch an unjuft Judgment of their Cafes. And 
by this we learn, what a Happinefs we fliould 
have, if ypu Priefts could have your .Wills, and 
force us again to carry the laft Appeals of our 
Ipiritual Caufes tqlatljf, where our Judges would 
underftand as liccle as Gregorio Leti : Judges that we 
cannot come at, and that cannot underftand us 
when we are there, will be much fuch a Bleifing as 
you Papifts ufe to give us. 

But I anfwer more particularly to the Compa- 
rifbn of the Two Queens, and to the Spirit alfo 
of the Two Religions. Queen EUx^abetb had a 

* C$fflifs Diftionary. 
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long Reign of Four Ind forty Years; In that 
Time the P6pe's FaAors had t Sixteen unnatural 
Plots ; fomc to take away her Life, fome to inr 
vade the Land^ and feveral adual Rebellions were 
raisM ; And yet if (he did put any to Death meer- 
ly for Religion^ we blame her for it, impute it to 
her having come fo lately out of Popery, and 
ever fince we have endeavoured to explode that 
inhumane Principle out of the World. 

Queen Mary on the other hand, reignM but Four 
Years and fomtf Months. In that Time indeed 
her Breach of Faith and Promife to thofe Proic- 
ftants that brought her in, did provoke fomewarnni 
Terapersto one InfurreAion ; but then we do not 
reckon thofe that fufFer'd for it amongft our Mar- 
tyrs fop Religion They died the Death that the 
Law appoints to thofe that were taken in Arms 
againft the Government, and we leave their Cafe 
and their Provocation, to the great Judge of aH- 
But our Martyrs were burnt at a Stake, with a Cru- 
elty peculiar to the Popifli Religion. Tho' our Savi^ 
our was fofar from inforcing the Sanguinary Laws 
of Mofesy that he declar'd his Religion to be of a- 
nother Spirit.yet the harflieft Laws of the Old Tefia- 
went were ftrain'd into the highefl Sence that could 
be put upon them \ and tho* Mofes applied them 
only to thofe. chat forfook God, they wereturn'd 
againft thofe that only forfook the Pope for God's 
fake. Your Cruelties were continued to the.very 
laft Week of h^r Life, and new Methods were in- 
V€(nted for difcovering thofe that had conceal'd 
their Thoughts, and for obliging the Juftices and 
Gentlemen to be prefent at the Executions. The 
Number that fufFer'd in that fliort Rejgn, Pll re- 
peat to you out of Bifliop Burnet's Supplement to 
his Uijtory of the Reformation^ p. 264. Saitb he, in 
a Book correiledj if not written by the Lord Burleigh, 
Entituled^ The Executions for Tfeafon, the Sum of 

t Bijbop CarletonV i^fjtorj. 
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theft who fu^crd in this wretchei Reign isthus nckoned. 
Four hunirtd Verfons fuffered publickly in ^een Mary's 
Pif/i, hefidif tbofe who were fecretly murdered in Fri- 
fan. Of thefty Twenty were Bijhofs and dignified Clergjf'^ 
jMen ; Sixty were Women^ Children more than Forty ; 
Some Women big with Child ; One bore 4 Child in the 
yiroj and the Child was burned. 

1 doubt not but this is a juft and true Reprefen- 
tation of Queen M^ry^s Reign : And inftead of 
lamenting, condemning, or wifhing that thofe un- 
chiriftian Methods of Converfion might be dif- 
carded novv, in your zy th page, as I quoted it be- 
fore, you juftiiie the fame prad^tce upon John Hufs 
and Herom of Prague^ even underSrs worft Aggra- 
vation, that of Burning them, tho' they had the 
Emperor's Safe Condu^ in their Pocket. Perhaps 
your Predeceffors perfifling fo incurably in the 
fame bloody way, might make both Queen Eliz^- 
hetb and her Judges think, that hanging fome few 
fuch^ was not Perfccuring for Theological Opini- 
ons, but the 6h\y way they had to keep your 

Knives from their own Throats. They faw that 
Popery had chang'd Chrift's Gofpel from a Spiritual Law 
into a Secular Bloody Engine, not only for drawing the 
Queen's Subjeds from their Allegiance, but for impofing 
a Foreign unnatural Yoke upon the whole Nation. They 
knew all Seminary Priefts were fworn to that Foreign Head 
which is our irreconclleable Enemy j and therefore they 
pnnifli'd them not as guilty of an Error in Religion, but of 
High-Treafon a$ the Caw rightly caHs it. If you will lift 
your felves in the Service of a Foreigner that is our Ene- 
my, keep your felves to the Matter that you chafe ; and if 
you do notjbut come hither and creep into Corners to feduce 
others to join with the fame Foreign Power ; do not com- 
plain that there is one Prieft in Hurfi Caftle,but acknowledge 
the Mildncfs of the Government, that hath fent no more to 
keep hini Company. 

As you often call for Vouchers of what I fay ^ I am 
always pleas'd, becaufe as it (hews, that the Argument 
touch'd you, fo one may reafonably exptA fome good 
EfFedt to follow your Convidlion : I will her^ therefore giv^ 
you the Oath of your Colleges out of your own Hiftorian, 
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SMuln^s iM Schifmatt Anglicmto. . And tho' it be coQch'd in 
difgttis'd equivocating Words, the Sence of it lies plain, 
and it carries otlier Oaths in its Belly, which arc to be ta^^ 
ken when you take Orders, of which this is a Vow. 

But bear the Of ATH ie felf. 

I A. B. One bred in this Colkge, confidering how great 
Beilefics God hath beftowed upon me, but then efpe^^i-- 
ally when he brought me out of my own Country fo much 
in^dbed with Herefie. And made me a Member of the 
Catholick Churchi as alfo defiring with a thankful Heart to 
improve fo great a Mercy of God, have refolved to offer toy 
fclf wholly up CO Divine Service, as much as I may, to ful- 
fil the £n4 tor which this Colle^ was founded. I promife 
thevefofe ind fwear, in the prefence of Almighty God,Tbac 
I am prepar'd ^m my Heart, with the Affiftaiice of Di- 
vine Grace, in due time to receive Holy Orders ; and to 
return imo England to convert the Souls, of my Country- 
men and Kindred, when, and as often as it fhall feem good 
CO the Superior of this College. 

Is not this a fine Oath for a yoiing Fellow to take before 
Ixis Beard is grown } Muft not fuch a one prove a hopeful 
Subjed, when he is brought up by the Pope and Popifli 
Charity, and hath been fufler*d to read no Books but what 
bath paft th^IndexExpurgateriusy and is fworn to come hither 
CO draw otur^ People to the Pope, as often as the Superiors of 
chofe ColIeges,which are put in by the Popes.fiiaU fend him ? 

All the Oaths of your feveral Orders I pretend not to have 
by me $ but if there be any different Claufes fuiced to their 
proper Stations, yet their general Atrachment to the Pope, 
we may learn by this Oath of the Superior Clergy. 

TA..B. from this Hour forward, fhall be faithful and 
.■* obedient to St. Peter^ and to the holy Church of Upme, 
and to my Lord the Pope and his Succeffors, canonicaily 
cntring. I fhall not be of Counfel or Confent, that they 
fliall lofe either Life or Member, or fhall be taken, or 
fufier any Violence or aqy wrong 'by any Means. ' Their 
Counfel to me, credited by them, their Meffengers or 
Lettt^rs I fhall not willingly difcover to any Perfon. The 
Papacy of ^me, the Rules of the Holy Fathers, and the 
Regality of St. Peter^ I fhall help and piaintain and defend 
againft all Men. The Legate of the See Apoftolick, going 
and coming, I fhall honourably entreat. The Rights, 

Honours, 
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IfcnoirSy Privileges, Auchorides of the Church of Hfme^ ' 
and of the Pope and his SuccelTors, I Ihall caafe to b^ con- 
ferv'd, defended. Augmented and promoted. I ihall not be 
iflP Council, Treaty, or any Ad in the which any thing 
ihall be imagin'd againft him or the Church if i^tme, their 
Rights, Seats, Honours or Powers. And if \ know any 
fudi to be moved or compafled, I (hall reiiil it to my 
Power, and as foon as I can, I ihall advertife him or fucn 
as may give him Knowledge. The Rule$ of the Holy 
Fathers, the Decrees^. Ordinances, Sentences, Difpofitiotis, 
Refervations, Provifions, and Comdnandments Apoilolick 
to my Power, I will keep, and caufe to be kept of others. 
Hereticks, Schifmaticks and Rebels to our holy Father 
and his SuccefiTors, I ihall refift and perfecute to my Power, 
&c. See Hifl. of t^form. hy Bijhof of Sahsbury, Forth 
Boe\lLf. 123. 

And now, can any Man that hath this Oath upon his 
Soul, be otberwife than a dired Traitor to our Govern«- 
ment. In your z6th Page, you reproach us, as not fo fen, 
fibk as you are of the Bond and Weight of Qatbs ; tell us 
by what Equivocations any of your Clergy can keep this 
in its &ir Sence, and yet bear true Allegiance to a Prop 
teftant Prince that you count both SciNfmatick and Here- 
tick. And that all People may fee how you hamper and 
bind* Mens Confciences in far ilronger Bonds than I had 
expreft, I will put down at large your Oath at the Recon* 
ciliation of a SchiTmatick, as it ilands in the Pontifical of 
Gregory the 13th, printed at l^cmce, 158a. The Bifliop 
muft fit before the Altar in his Mitre, and the Party upon 
his Knees muft abjure as follows. 

EGO, Talis, compcrto divifionis Laqueo quo tenebar 
diutini meciim deliberationepertradans, pronl& Spon- 
tanea volunrate ad Unitatem Sedis ApoitoIicXy divina 
Gracii duce, reverfus fum. Ne verb non purS mence feu 
iimulacsl reverfus exiftimer, Spondeo Sub Ordinis mci cafa 
& Anathematis Obligatione atq; promitro tibi N. N. Epif^ 
copo, & per te Sandlo Petro Apoftolorum Principi, atq; 
Sanftiflimo in Chrifto Patri & Domino Noitro A. Papae 
K, & Succeiforibus fuis. Me nunquam quorum libet Suafi- 
onibus vel ^uocunfydlioMulo ad Schifma de quo Redemptoris 
noftri gratis liberante ereptus fum, Reveriurum, fed femper 
in Unitate Ecclefix Catholicx, & in Ccmmunione Roman i 
Pontificis per omnia permanfurum : Undc Jurans Dico, 
per Deum OnmipQientem & San(^ Dei Evangelia me ir^ 

Unicat^ 
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UfiiUte & Communioae prsemiflis incbncufle mahfarum : 
Ec (i Cquod abfic) ab hac me Unicate AliquiOccafione vel 
iVrgumcnto divifero, Perjurii Rearum inCurrens' etern^ 
obligacus Pzns inveniar, 8c cum Au(2ore Schifinacishabeam 
in future Seci^o Ponionem, (f. ^*) * 

1 i^^ ^f^ f^^^ ^ ^"') l^^ving by long Confid^ration 
^ totind'but chat Snare of Divifon, with which I was held 
intangled; with a voluntary and free good Will am retu^n'd 
to the Unity of the Apoftolick Chair, the Grace of Gfod 
being my Leader. And (or fear, leaft I (hould not be 
thought to be come back with a fincere but diflemblcdMind, 
I oblige my fejf under the Penalty of fexcoioimunication 
and Lofs pf my Order, and promife to you (N,N,) my 
Bifliop J and by you to St. PePer^ the Pxincc Of the Apou 
ftles ; and to the moft Holy Father in Qrift and our 
Lord ( JV. ) the Pope ( N. ) and his Su'cceffors, That 
whatever Perfwafions (haJl be us'd, oi- wbitever lnducnnen(s 
I (hall meet with to carry me bick to this Schifm, from 
which, by the Grace of our Redeemer, I asi now freed ; 
yet I will never return to it, but for ever, in all fliini5$, 
will remain in the Unity of the Catholick Church, and 
the Communion of the Bifliop of I{fme. And for this 
End, I fwear by Almighty God and his Holy Gbrpe^ 
• that I will continue unmov d in Union and Communion 
with the aforefaid. And if (which God forbid) I do ever 
divide my felf from this Unity for any Occafion or jitgu^ 
ment whatfoever, I^t me, as a perjur'd Wretch be boun4 
under the Bond of Eternal Punilhmcnt, and have my 
Portion with the Father of Schifm in the World to come, ' 

And now, what Wonder is it, that your People turn 
away their Faces, not only from the moft Charitable 
Books that are written to convince thcm^ but from the 
very Scriptures of God themfelves ? They pretend they 
are- fo fully fatisfjed, that they want ;io farther Convidti,* 
on ; but the Reafon is, becaufe they are bound to hear no 
Reafon, whatever Arguments of Convidion they may 
meet with j and if they muft not yield to ']['ruth when 
they fee it, the only way that they h^ive left, is to ftop 
their Ears, and hear Nothing but what the Pope and bis 
Creatures teach them : Rut inveigling young and igno- 
rant People with forg'd Books and Lies into fuch a fworn 
Allegiance to the known Enemy of our Country, and then 
binding them down with fuch dreadful Imprecations upon 
thcmfdves^ if ever they return to th^ir Allegiance to their 

own 



CmpaftMate Addkess. 4jr 

own Prince, is the fame (bing as joining, with a ^ Foreign 
Invader ^ and then, let all the World iudge, I^Thetbet 
tho(e wife Laws which our Forefathers made to prevenc 
this Mifchie^y were any thing but what, was needful for 
our own Prefervation., 

Ancl now I hope I haveanfwer'd your Call, to have 
your Oaths produc'd in Publick. If you defire to have 
more, I donbt not but upon your Intimation I fhall find 
them. 

Yott are (b civil and courteous an Adverfary, that I 
doubt not but you will excufe my want of Care in Method^ 
and therefore my next Reply fhall be to your i6th Query in 
your loth Page, * H^ether I do fairly in making no DiflFc- 
* rence. throughout my whole Book between the Pope's 
f Lawful Frerogative^ and his fiippos'd Abufe of it ? 
♦ And I anfwer this Query with another 5 Whether it be 
not a fimple Queftion to be put concerning me, who 
allow him no lawful Prerogative at all here m England. 
Your 19th Query, is, concerning the Time when we ex^ 
tinguiflfd his Power. Pray what could be left, when it 
was all eztinguifti'd } 

And this fime Anfwer may ferve for your Compari- 
fons, in the fame Leaf concerning the lawful Ufe and 
Abufe of Power by Kings and Parents. The Pope is 
neither Our King, nor Parent, nor Lawful Biftiop ; and 
therefore your urging that Comparifon to us, is only 
bantring your own People with that which you know we 
!hould defpife as an Impertinence. 

In. my 96th Page, I defir'd the Lady that I wrote to, to 
bid her Priefk Name one real Virtue or good Work, which 
ihe might not pradice in our Church. In your Nine and 
twentieth Page, you undertake that Anfwer for her, and 
Name two : Obedience to the Catholick Church, and 
ConfefTion of her Sins. 

The firft of thefe, is nothing but dancing in your eternal 
Circle, and carrying us back again to that which I have 
difprov'd already. It is only calling the leffer and worfe 
part of the Church by the Name of all, and then putting 
the Authority of that in the Place of Jefus.' Your Heads 
are fo full of this Blunder, that in your 15 th Page and 
id Query, you will needs make me fpeak the fame 
Nonfence. Becaufe I fay in my 90th Pag^, that our 
Church is in the Vniy ofCbrifl's holy Catholick Churchy truly 
fo ealid^ you make me fay, It is rhdt Churck But fure, 

'^ • you 
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^on thobghci thac none bu( your own People wonM erer 
read your Book. 

The fecond Vertue, which you fay (he cannot pradriic 
in our Church, is, Cmfeffim •/ her Sins. But why could 
(he not pradtice that in our Church ; for we do recom* 
mend Confeflion wh^re any one hath Doubts and Fear^ 
land allow of it as often as any think fit : Oh, but you fay. 
We are married Men, and not fit to be tmfted with Se* 
crets, for we (hall tell our Wives. And if we were all 
^ married Men, and had no Old Batchelors amongft us» 
' that were fit to conceal an Intreague, yet I will ftand by 
it, That Popifti Priefts are the unfittcft Men in the World 
to know the Sec^rets ef all the loofe Women in a Town 
and be in Conference often with them, and I will give 
thefe two Reafons for what I fay. The firfk is, becaofe 
they have no Wives of their own, and therefore are under 
more Temptation. The id is, Becaufe they maintain 
Adultery to be a lefs Sin than their Marriage would be. 

At this I eScpe<5fc you will be in a Flame becaufe you was 
fo before : but pray take up your Friend's Book, The Church 
cf Chrift /hew*d, 8cc. and lee if it be not lircfafly as I fay. 
Look firft in the Index under the Word Chkftity. There 
you find thefe Words. Chaftity, to break, the Vow if it 
werfe than Adultery^ fee f, 40^, turn then to /•407. and 
there you find his Difcourfe concerning the fingle Life ot 
Marriage of the Clergy^ and there, befides many fevere 
Things, you find him quoting a Father fi^r thefe Words ; 
Gi'oe it a Thoufand times if you pledfe the Name of Marri^ 
nge, I fay it is as much worfe than Adultery^ as God is grea* 
ter and better than iVomankjnd. His Reafons for it lye 
, fcatter'd in his Difcourfe : one breaks the Vow, the othelf 
doth not : one may be but once, the other a daily Crime : 
one is a Sin againft God, the other againft Womankind i 
Therefore one looks like the Sin of a Man, the other Iik6 
the Sin of the Devil. Such Softenihgs of the great Sin 
of Adultery are very refin'd Strains of your Foreign Mo- 
rality, and fuch as we Marry 'd Men can nctcr be brought 
to like of. It is the Sin of Man, a Sin againft a Woman* 
It is feldomer committed, and breaks no Vow. With 
thefe Infinuations you may bear your forcM Virginity the 
cafier, and if your own People like of it, and think wt 
the beft Confeflbrs for their Wives and Daughters, it it 
nothing to us. Do but let us be eafie under that Confti- 
tucion, under which God and Nature, and our Laws and 

Chrifti* 
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ChrifttWty, as Cbrift left it, hath fet qs, and we (haU 
not crofs the Seas to find Fault with you for being Ola 
Bacchelofs: Tho' I muft tell yon, that we know iKry 
well, That it was not the Purity and Venue which the Pope 
thought there was in old fiatcbelors, that made him over- 
rule bit own Council oi Tnni in that Matter, and keep 
you Single, but becaufe he knew. That if the Clergy by 
Marriage into other Families, and by Children and Pofte- 
tity, became united in the fame Intereft with the Lairy of 
t^e feveral Nations, he ihould not long be able to keep 
them his own Subjeds, under a feparate Jurifdidion, and 
in a feperate Intereft from their Princes. If this be not 
the true Rea(bn why the Pope, of that time, over.rul2A 
that Point, when the Council was for it, give me a better 
in your next, and I will confider it with due Attention, 

Well, but you have a Gml^ Cmicifm to ftrengthen your 
Point with, and^ confound all the Marry 'd Clergy « It is 
in your 42d Query, page the t4th, and it gives me a little 
Wonder. For your infulting Triumphs in the beginning 
made me believe verily, that I muft at leaft have fought 
with a Goliab^ and I doubt you are but about the fame 
fize of Learning with that honeft BngUJhman who wentofk 
fool in a Pilgrimage to y^upilem^ co bring us his Back- 
burden of the Earth of Mount Olivet, to fandiifie our 
Grounds with. But hear the Query it felf. It is, Pf^e^ 
tier St. Paul, who had ne tVife in the 7th Chapter^ and %tb 
Verfe of his Firft Epiftle, could lead one about with him in 
the ^th Chaper and %th Verfi of the fame Efijlle ; and 
then you quote the 75cb page of my Book^ as if I had faid 
be did. But what do you mean by fuch trifling ? I rurn'd 
to that Page that you quote, to fee if any Error of the 
Printer had given you Occafion for fuch a foolifti Que- 
fbon, but find nothing. I fay there that St. Peter was 
married; you anfwer, that St. Paul was not. I fay St PauI 
faid, He might have lead about a Wife as well as Peter, 
You anfwer, that at that time, and in the fame Epiftle, 
he did not. But is fihis with the acutenefs of an Old 
Batchelor, who might have ipent all his Time in the great 
Bellarmine and Barouius, You had as good have been 
rocking the Cradle all your Life-time, or thrumming over 
your AveA4arias* 

But to tell you truly, I aip grown weaty of itifwering 
fuch Trifles; and the more fb, becauie I cake no pleafure 
in thiikind of Style which your Scurrility hath made the 

\ * " ^ only 
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only way that you could be anfwer'd in. Calling, Fooli 
SmfiJf. Stoclqobbery Oriviler^ and Lyar ; and yet doing no* 
thing but call for Quotations of known Things, mifquote^ 
put in, leave out, and change my Words, that you may 
Jiave fomething^ to tavil at, is fo mean a way of hand-^ 
ling Controverfy, that I could not anfwer you otherwife 
than with a juft Sence of fuch difhoneft Arts* 
. And yet, as Difputes often lye in ufiog Words in diffe- 
rent Sences from one another, if any civil Perfon had an- 
fwer^d in fuch a Style as. was proper ibr clearing up MiC- 
iinderftandings, and (hewing the true Sence of ourFore* 
fathers, and bringing us in any -Point nefrer to one ano^ 
tjier, I fhoqld have thought a Reply to fuch a one, as 
-well employed Time, as if I had been writing upon any 
pradiieal SabjevS:.' 

It will be hard if one Time or other this unhappy DiC*' 
puce apd Schifm be not clos'd in our Nation. No Divi- 
fion ever lafted always, and it is a wonder ours hath con- 
tinued fo loiig, confidering how eafily Papifts may put ah 
end to it without Sin when ever they pleafe. In feveral 
-Point?, learned and fober Papifts have come very near to 
us, but as the Minds of Men are many, and Education 
ftrong, and Truth enters flow. Peaceful Changes, which 
are the moft natural, are gradual, and long in makings 
,and require much Time and Labour; and as the Points in 
difpute betwixt us are of great Importance both to the 
.good State of the Natiotl, and inCreafe of Learning, and 
the Salvation of all our, Souls, I think we Aiould never be 
weary either of Preaching, or Arguing, or with civility 
even Difputing thefe Cafes. But as jeft and Banter, and 
Scurrility, will never clear off Mifunderftandings, and yec 
are the only ways that you have, thought fit to make ufe 
of, I fliall take my Leave of you, only defiring you not 
to expedl from me any farcher Anfwer to fuch Pieces as 
your laft* 
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